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AUTUMN IN ITALY. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE ALPS AND ITALIAN UKEI. 

The mdnal oblitention of many deepIy-nMt' 
ed prejudices, and erroneoni opinionB of our ao- 
GMtora, regarding the state of manners and feel- 
ing! in foreign coimbries, ^ordt a gratifying anb- 
ject for reflection to those who lore to obserrs 
the prepress of the hamnn mind, and to trace its 
rapid strides in intelligence. Of late years, a con- 
slant intercourse with onr Continental neigbbonrs, 
has given rise to a more jnit ^>preciation of their 
national character. The illiberal notion of onr 
own enperioi^yiB tut dying away, and almost ex- 
tinct among the higher classes. This moat ever be 
the case where men are possessed of informatioa 
nfficienl to enable them to look beyond the falaa 
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nafUM which diagnisee the tmth ; and at do groat 
dutoaee of time, it is probable that taon enUght- 
ened news will also be difiiued among the mass 
, of the people. One great came to which this de- 
urable object may be attributed, ia rartainly to be 
found in ov increaaed faulitiea of judging hj ocn- 
lar demomtiation. For mjr own pan, abnodant 
(^poitiinities of detecting the erroneoiu acconnta 
<^ mendaciona travellers have been afforded toe, 
in the conrae of my own quiet and nnobtnisire ez- 
cnraions in diSerent parta of Europe. 

During a ntunber of Tears passed on the Conti- 
nent, I was in the occasional practice of taking 
sotea of ancfa inddent« as seemed most worthy of 
being recorded. In the latter part of my rambles^ 
these notes assnmad the fann of a regular journal, 
wherein, without entering mto very minute det^la, 
either with regard to the appearance of the 
oountryT 4ir the aannen of its inhabitants, I en- 
deaTonred to collect and convey the impreesiona 
made on my mind, daring a residence of a fev 
months in Italy. It was, of coarse, impossible, while 
traversing a land so interesting, both from the nohle 
remains of antiquity, and the faultless masterpieces 
pt art which it poasesees, t o refiwi from an occasional 
enthnsiasticexpreesion of admiration; but in the fol- 
lowing pages I have ,avoided any tedious speculauve 
opinions apon men and morals, learaed antiquarian 
researches, or nice critiques on work^ of art. On 
the other hand, I hope to have escaped the conta- 
gious influence, jaundiced opiniQns,'and narrow- 
minded prejudices, of those ^ho attempt to cegn- 
late the pablic taste, by disseminating their own 
biassed impressions, while pntfesui^ to convey 
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deaeriptionB of the atts, scenery, ud aodety, of 
that clMtic land, the recollectioiH and asmdatiom 
connected with which, one woold n&tnrall^ anp- 
pote, onght to inspire die mind with more liberal 
opinions and elevated sentiments. 

On the ith of September 1627, I left Genera 
in the Diligence ; but owiog to a mistake, com- 
menced my jonmey rather awkwardly. Instead 
of taking the direct conveyance throngh the Cha- 
blaia, by which I would bare arrired seTereJ boors 
sooner at St Maurice, I had the pleasure of bein^ pa- 
raded all round the lake by way of Lanssnne (where 
I had been very often before), with the additional an- 
noyance of changing coaches there and at Veray. 
Any trifling inconvenience of this sort may be 
pTodnctireof a momentary unpleasant feding; bn 
fortQDBtely, in as far as regards myself, it is never 
of long duration. The two coachee met at St 
Maurice early the next momhig, where I bad am- 
ple time to view the fine bttdge across the Rbone, 
as well as the Abbey and its pyramidtcal spire, 
whilst the many preparations required for trans- 
ferring passengers and their tnraks from one to- 
hide to the other were goii^ on, under the super- 
intendence of a dilatory Swiss eandnctor. In Eng- 
land, pablic coaches are for the cmiTeyaiiee of the 
mail and passengwn; but abroad, the latter ave 
conudered as nothing more than bales of merchafl- 
dise, the nnahape>y mass being loaded as heavt^ 
as the cnpidtiy of the proprietors deem ezpedieM, 
without the slightest regard for tiietr»vdler«; who, 
being looked npon as merely a secondary objeO, 
must submit to the arUtrary reguktiow im p issad 

At 
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vpoii tbau. A man in Fiwu Mod ^Sivitecriaad ■ 
tw inboEdiuMe to ibe taxgo of the ODineldy con- 
nufaaee he embBrlu in, and smU rm all tuIu at- 
tending the c«qiiiMrci(d «titerprite of wfaieb he 
fonns so ituignifi^mt an item 1 

We breakfeated at Martigny, situated at the 
JTOCticm of tbpB raadi to Italf and to ibe Mightfnl 
vAtley of ChamooBi. From ihence I punned mj 
joonwy in goed ipirita, baTing two agreeable fel- 
]ojr-ti«vellen, nrith whom I intended to make an 
Bxcaimoa to tbp Italian \»kea ; bat here ne pick- 
ed ap a Gonte from the German district of tbo 
VaUs, and a Neiqiolittui Uaarone, wboea nnaavomy 
jmell, joined to the heat of die day, rendered oar 
Bitnation^ao}' thing bnt enviable. I was therefora 
by no mwDB sony when we reached Sion, the 
cfaief town of the Cant«Hi) where we dined. On 
resuming o»r places in the coach, we found it quite 
folL At aay time, 1 pi^ six peraosa cooped ap 
in M small a apace as t^ inside of a Diligence, bit 
more particnlai'ly on a acDrebing day, and when I 
.k^pen to be one of the aufieiers. 

The opontrynw quite parched up, with tbe ex- 
.eeptioo of the bed of the rirer.(the Rbooe), which 
we followed aa far as Brigg. Some rerdure is 
percu*^ ffUatening upon the small islands, formed 
by the tmnka of trees washed down by the cnr- 
nut, and on Hk high conical hills of sand scattered 
np cod down the valley. Bat the Valais in gene- 
tti bears every mark erf being a wretched country ; 
and its inhabitants do not belie the Appearance of 
the Boil, 'wbich is jrocky, calcareous, and barren. I 
•aw aevval.leatbaome goitres and cretins, who an 
MN itWiiiRQii in this unhealthy distnct than lo 
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.WBJ other put vf Uie Alps. We paaied Ae ril- 
Isge of LeHck, perdied ou the side of a monntBii^ 
which IB Burmaanted by an old caatle. About a 
league higher np, the renon'ned bathe of that Dame, 
niDcfa resorted to for Tbeiunatic csmpUints, are ai- 
tnated. It orast hare a Strang effect to see twen- 
ty or thirty people of both aexea up to tbeir chiw 
in tepid water, all ia the game hatli, where tbejr 
remun for honrs langhing and chatting, — for the 
benefit of their heal^ ! From the deacription I 
liewd of the cascade of Fonrte-mi^e, and the dif- 
ficulty of its a{>proach, I had neither time ov 
jnclination to pay it a viait. A fev months re«i- 
dcDce in Switzerland makes one rather faatidions 
in regard to cascades. After heboldmg those of 
the Stanbacb and Gie^Mich, the falls of dw RJibe 
at Scfaaaffhansen, and of the Aar at Haudeok, 
nothing inferior to the faf-faned Italian watetfal 
at Temi, can attract even the most en^nnastic 
admirer of scenery. 

As we advanced, the road became barren and 
wild, and daylight had left us before we arrived at 
Brigg, where we got bnt sorry accommodatioa. 
The inn being quite fall, we were compelled to 
put up with indifferent beds in a house adjoining, 
two «r three sleeping in the same sftsrtment — ra- 
ther an uncommon occnrrence in Switzerland— 
where, sncb is the general excellence of the inns, 
travellers are quite spoiled. Even in tbe smallest 
villages, and on the eammU of moontaine, I hare 
found Swiss inns superior almost to any on the Conti- 
nent. We got a very goo<I sapper, however, and 
made our arrangements for setting off early in tbe 
momlngi in two divisions ; my friends and I hav- 
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ing faired an open carriage, or char a hana, for 
ooraelTea and oar lavage ; thus gaining the im- 
portant object of crosaiDg the Siroplon, and at 
ibe aune time keeping the grand and majestic 
scenery of the Alps always in view. Long before 
annrise we quitted Brigg. As we aaceaded the 
mountain, the air became very chilt, while a fine 
clear moonlight afforded as an opportunity to take 
a forewell view of the village, with its turrets, 
anrmonated by enormous globes of tin, which had 
mther a fantastic effect at the foot of the |;laciera, 
in the midst of tnendows and forests. We soon 
entered upon the region of pines, with rocks and 
precipices on all sides, and enjoyed for some bonia 
die wild and varied scenery of the Alps. 

The first stupendons edifice that attracted my 
attention, was the bridge constructed on the Sal- 
tine, across a frightful abyss, coanecting steep 
precipices covered with dark forests of pine. Here 
the rising san having dispersed the clouds of early 
dawn, displayed itself in its most sublime aspect, 
its rayslightingup the snowy summits of the Alps; 
dnd such WHS the beauty and wildness of tha 
acenery, combined with one of the most wonder- 
finl works of modem art, that no pen can possibly 
do it justice. I qneation if even the pencil of a 
Salvator Rosa could give an adequate idea of ite 
sombre magni6cence. One cannot hurry over such 
a road as the Simplon, without recollecting the 
astoni^ing woHie of the Romans, which modem 
engineers have so completely eclipsed in this mas* 
terpiece of art. The ascent is so gradual, as to 
render the drag>chain uanecessary on descending 
^thw nde. Independently of tha rude beauties 
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(tf Natnre, wldi whicji one ia hero anrrotiBded, 
tbe trBTeiler is lost in odmiratioii of the fine 
braad well-pared road, its bridges itod galleri^ 
or erottoB, which are scooped ont of tbe solid 
rock. Sometimes pnrauing tortuoos defiles to avoid 
comfwct masses of granite, the winding tract is 
eat on the sides of frightful chasms, where roar- 
ing cascades thmider from dizzy beigbtSi or 
hoveting on their reige, it is oolf supported 
by a wall over tbe foaming bwrents. In Liry'g 
accoont of tLe passage of Hannibal and lus 
army across tbe Alps, although at an easier 
point, be sa^a fifteen days were required to per- 
form it. A greater conqneror than Haonibal has 
enabled ns to do tbe same in as many honrs ; and 
eren an army might now march across in a couple 
of days with ease. 

As we rode aloi^. we saw from tuoe to time a 
few isolated houses, inhabited by tbe inspectors of 
the roads who fnmisb refresh aients to those standing 
)D need of them. These builditigB serve as bouses 
of reft^ to traveUera ; there are also some deso- 
late-looking places, used for tbe purpose of re- 
ceiving merchandise in bad weather. On tbe Ita- 
lian aide of tbe Alps, the country now assumed still 
greater magnificence : dense forests of firs, which 
wore the garb of age, darkened the valleys ; splen- 
did granite bridges thrown across deep dells, where 
the water appeared bubbling np, varied tbe scenes 
and it was frightful to cast a glance down upon tbe 
wild caverns and awful torrents, or to listen to the 
hoarse roar of tbe waters. At every step we beheld 
more enchantingly wild'and terrific ecenery; wither- 
ed and brokea piae-treefl> which almost blocked up 
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iba tny, b^ proHtnte in all dimctioni ; soma torn 
dp bf the rooti, otben broken off by the Bbock of 
KTalsDcliMi or tbe frequent recniTeiiM of falHng 
rocks. We walked tbe greater part of tbe road Op 
to the Tillage of Simplon, where we baited and 
lemained an honr. I regretted being under the ne- 
cemity of entering the char again ; bat tbe rapidity 
of ov jonmey down bill wonld admit of no other 
•mngement. So iatereetiDg had the scenery be* 
come, diat we bailed even the delay at the cns- 
tomhonse aa a welcome boon ; althongh, I well 
know bow annoying any detention for die pnr- 
pOM of Harcb, is apt to be considered. 

Following the banks of tbe Veriola, which, isiamg 
frooi a glacier, flows through a long rarine strewed 
with blocks of granite, and rocks of immense height, 
we were enabled to trarel over an admirable and 
gradually sloping road, which became narrower aa 
we advanced, winding from one side of the rirer to 
the other, by magnificent bridges. Occasionally 
we discerned a fwning mountun-toirent, whicn 
daabed itself over tnaccessible precipices, rariegated 
with pines and shrubs of erery colour. Snch are 
the principal features of tbe frontiers of Italy ; and 
bow easily might they hare been defended by % 
bnre and warlike people 1 It may truly be said trf 
the Alps, that the grandest objects are the least 
capable of being described. Their sublimity is evi< 
dent ; and all tb&t is added beyond the mere recog- 
nition of this peculiarity, becomes in a great mea- 
snre euperflnons. All of a sudden tbe plains of 
Lorobardy appeared. En^tptnred aa I was with 
the first view of " la bdla ItaUa, " one of my fel- 
lowtntveHen vaa more eipreeaTe in hit adniis- 



Aoi I for be jnnqwd up 1b the canii^e, task off 
luB. bat, and gare a Imid cbeer to bail that land of 
beauty, of poetry, and of the imagUatioB. We 
pawed the last and fineit bridge at Crarola. It ia 
of an amonng hught, and contiects two bank* of 
an abyM, tbrougb wbidi the n^id Veriola pannes 
its coarse to the lake. 

Domo d'Owola U finely sitoated in a deli^tfnl 
ralley, planted with vinea, which are s^pcrted ea 
granite pillars serend feet high, and entwined in the 
most graceful festooni. I was amazed at the rich- 
ness and fertility of tbia part of the coantry ; bat 
it ia only when the objects are viewed in detail, 
that the foil extent of its treasure are perceptible. 
Meadows, equal in verdure to the freshness of Eng- 
lish turf, are intermingled with fielda of Indian 
com and rice, luxuriantly bounded by vinea hang- 
ing in garlands from trees or props. In Septem- 
bw, the ripe pniple grapes look not a litde twnpt- 
ing. Tbe fertile pluna of dte Milaneae are lik»- 
wite onuunented with a greU variety of &*iit.tnei, 
willowB and poplars, and intersected by liFCn aad 
canals. Beratifol and well-wooded hills appeared 
on the left, studded with convraits, viUagea, antf 
country bouses, all of rlaaglipg whitenaaa, while 
the back-ground of tbe Iwidsc^ie is formed by the 
Alps soaring away into the heavens I 

Before four o'dock !n the afiemotm, we set off 
from Domo d'Otsola, excban^png our open cwiiaga 
for a roomy Italian berliae. We were fortunate ia 
tiBvelling at the time of the vintage and nll^gia- 
tura, wUcfa, in tbe opinion of many, is the moat 
brilliant period of the year. We hurried over the 
•xcallant reads rqiidly eBoagh ; for pot^ bera 
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■ s^Mtior to thai in Fnnce, and dmmt «q«al 16 
that «f En^and. Tbs aigte wna far adruieed 
wfaen we got t« Ba»eno; and as I had riept Tery 
tittte aiac« leaviDg Genera, I wm by n» nMUW 
•erry W find out veWle atop before what ■ppe0>- 
ad, aad achtally proved, a most ezeellmt bot^ 
DasbiiLg hia cloak over the bones' necka, onr ptm- 
tiliioB mnmuned tbe wuter, wb» i^Medilj' uaned 
Uriit accompanied by his mwter, by wfatna we irere 
CMidiiGted with much arbanity to oitr apartmenta. 
We wve at langA do tbe baidu of tbe encfaantiBg 
Lago Magigkve, and, after aome ilight refreobmaits, 
fXWHiBting of fruit and wise, we retired to bed. 

Sqiteatber 7A. — Impatieiit to enjoy tl>e Snt 
glance of sD Italian lake, at a* early boor I row 
and opened ray roon-wmdow. From tbe bowi- 
iag *f the wiad^ and pattering of the rain, I 
feared that I abontd be diaappoated in my an* 
zworiy espeeted treat ; and aodi waa iadeed the 
caae ; for the prospect wm wb«lly obanved bj 
the donda, wbiefa rolled " ooaie ne<re n Atpe een- 
la Teste. " * Many bewa elapaed before the nin 
ceaaed ; and until the Htorm paased »?er, no bont- 
BMB weald rentare with bia frail akiff en tbe agi* 
jatfld waT«n of the lake. Abontnoon, the tempeat 
waa Eollotred by a aereiM and beaatiAil day ; dn 
sun darted his welcome rayn amidat tbe bnuicbee 
iaf dM lofty ebu and cedan which clothed the 
UUa, and aaen diapelled the foga which preTionaljr 
had darkened tbe pellucid abeetef water. Tbe 
view from Baveao embracea an immMee horizon 
bennded by hi^ moutaina, aoaae of which gni- 

* lika (hov upon tk« A)p^ wittuait iraid. 
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dually sink into the phuns of Lombardy, while 
othera display all tbe majestic wildneas of oatore, 
and are lost amid the gnramits of the more dis- 
tant mow-clad Alps. Innumerable Tillagea adom 
the banks of the take on all sides, and the con- 
sents of Madonna del Sesto and della Trinita, of- 
fer the most lovely points of view. leola Bella and 
the other Borromean islands, with their vaulted - 
terraces of orange-trees, cedars and vines, rising in 
tbe form of pyramids, seemed to swim on the sur- 
fece of the waters. 

We took a lon^; walk in the cbarming grores 
and rineyarde, to explore the varied beaaties of 
the snrronnding conntry ; sometimes casting onr 
eyes towards the lake — the view being, in this di- 
rection, occasionally circumscribed into Darrow 
limits— at other times towards the sloping hilti 
of Arsennio, the scarped rocks of Locarno, tbe 
till^es of St Fideli, or romantic Magadino. Af- 
ter an early dinner, we ordered a boat for the 
purpose of visiting the islands, and in half an hour 
were landed at Isola Bella, which well nl'erits 
its name. Vie gardens are by no means esten- 
sive, but they are kept in good order, and laid out 
with considerable taste. My companions objected 
to their formal regnlarity, nnmerous short ave- 
nues, and the fantastic appearance of some of the 
trees ; but they cotild not refuse the fribnte of 
preiw to the beanty of tbe orange end myrtle 
grovei, and tbe snccession of terraces, which are 
Snrmonnted by a Pegasus. Tlie grounds wSre so 
•bondantly planted with laurels, cypresses, jas- 
m'me ind roees, that the whole atmosphere waa 
perfumed by the odorlferoos fragrance which tbey 
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■bedamnd. TV* terrestrial pandiH w ■!•» «■■- 
belliebed with foontuiu, Btatnee, and all that, is 
mcb a Bpot, can pleaae the eya or de%ht the 
fimcy. 

Ine palace of Conut Bonomeo ii apadona, and 
iu numerous apartments are richly and elegantly 
decorated, aod pared with marble. They contain 
a few statnea, chiefly copies &om the most cde- 
brated antiques. A colleddon of painting* is er- 
hUtited in a handnorae, bnt badly lighted gallery. 
It indndea eereial Tidans, Laca Giordaoos, and 
he finus J but ouie of reiy great merit tor sach 
names. A bmons, or mtber inbmoas, Milaneaa 
painter, Tempesia, who was banished to this island 
for the horrible crime of mi^dering bis wifet that 
he might marry a beloved and beantifol mistresi, 
has left several admirable epedmens of bis talents 
in some of the rooms. II Tempeeta, or Pietro 
Mdier~wbich was his real name, he baring aci]air- 
ed the other designation from the excellence of hi* 
■ea-piecea, tad wild terrific storm-Bcenes — was the 
fourth punter of celebrity, whom inftraoos con- 
dnct had compelled to take refoge in sanctnaries. 
Andrea del Sarto foond an asylnin in the coarent 
of Saotissima Nnoziata at Ilorence, after commit- 
ing murder ; and the Dominican monks employed 
him Tery beoeficially for themselrea in punting 
frescoes in the cloisters. Michael Angelo Cara- 
▼aggio was guilty of the same crime, and saved 
his life by obtainuig an asylum in the Giustiniani 
palace at Rome, where be was exclnsively en- 
gaged in decorating the walls for a number of 
years. Finally, Domenichino took sanctuary at 
Gretta Fanata, when ha •xerciMd his eugimim 
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pcoefl, to eK^W die panJAmeiit of A mwder be 
lad committed. 

On paying our boatioeii, we were smtued hj 
the ardiil manner in which they contrired to cbuga 
« putyof English ladies tri{de the nun we had pud 
lot Tiaiting the islands ; an orerchai^ which they 
leconciled to their conscience, as Uiey were en- 
gi^ed an boar later, and as no regular lare m ati- 
{iiilated for when boats are detained after eiuuet. 
We Toloiitarily remonstrated in faTonr of onr tail 
eomtrywomen, but in vnn. The chansing mttur- 
tion of the inn at fiareno, kept by tiro brodien» 
mu of whom had been long in England, makes it 
» deairable reaidenoe for « few days, to Tiew the 
beauty of die lake. It wontd likewise be a con* 
ranient spot to take excargiona from to Como and 
Lugano. The bonse is clean, tbe people rami and 
attentive, asd the cbarges not rery exorbitant. 

Next day we got int* an open carriage, and 
^ter a pleasant drive of fifteen miles over a 
lerel road close to tbe lake, anired at tbe simll 
town of Anwa, remarkaUe as the birth-place of 
St Cbarlea Borromeo, the philanthropic tad be- 
nerolent Archbishop of Miian. Here we walk- 
ed np to a neigbboiirJBg hill to view tbe sbignlar 
CoUoaal statue, the eltef-d'eem>re at Zenella and 
Falcone, It is of copp«-, and npwarda of seTentf 
feet in height, exclnsire of tbe pedestal. Its con- 
Btmction may be aud to form an epoch in tbe art 
of statuary, as being composed of thin plates rivet- 
ted tiK^tber, and fixed by bars of iron to a rude 
Golnmn of masonry which is concealed inside. 
Tlia seems a nry close B^proximation to the b^ 
minaled itunea ot tbe earluat ages of Gr aek an> 
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The iBAdera ctatne w wwaMiUa by nAet a ptfil- 
ons ssceDt iDtennJly to th« very h^, a noat magn 
■Uoeat binft ege imwpect being eijayed thrgogh 
the two ecular orgBiii of tb« good St Cbnries. 

The gr«W and good prelaM to wbote ineiwiry 
this aiatue has been erected, was poMcMed of nn- 
boviideid wealth and poww ; yet ha conteiitAil 
binaelf with die meanest food, and reformed, at 
the riak of hii own life, tbe Baainen of his el«gf > 
Ibtt {»hiBged in ignoraoee and lainry. It ia ROi 
Bcaaly aa Ifae founder of chnrchea, aehooh a«d 
banpttaja. in iriiieh Cardinal Borraneo diiplayad 
Us IffTc of raligMi) and nonifioeoee, that I adaiita 
hia, bat foe tba more netire aad uaeAil datiaa of 
Cbriatlan charity which he axerdaed — tDcb aa at* 
teBdii^ dte mt^ when the plague ra(;ad at MilaBi 
asd giriog ap tbe greater part of hia iooome to 
feed *Hd clothe the poor. Tbeae rirtaee give biM 
a sbonger titJe to caeoniaatioD dun moat of the 
■aiota t\ai are to be fovad in the calendar. I bava 
baas lad to these re&cbuMW irom the very diff^rat 
new iadiFidnela are apt to take of celebrated cha- 
racten. For intiaace, aaa of my companioni caold 
fiad nothiog to call larth hia edmtratiiHi mi newnig 
tfaii etatue, euwpt the eiceUenee of its worinaa*- 
■hip. " Were it tbe statue or toaib of anch a man 
H Sootna, I should (eel somewhat nithustaatic, " 
exelaitned my OKonian friend, who beii^ a F^ 
lev of that leanied Alma Mater, in bia TeneratioB 
Cor the memwy of a man who onee taught diriaity 
on the iMtika of the Isae, had, I foaad, like Dr 
Caw. coHfovuded Al&ed's maaier, John Seolns, 
mth Scotos Eregena, a enbde Boj^st, who iacal- 
OMed aevteia emcB in faith sod phUoaophy in tni 



wUab I aaj add (he ramric nade bjr 
ft Mnrial, chiefly noted for his tngic uid nntiinely 
Sua, who i^t, " On an eraiaaiice neu the ro*d, 
thate is « Urge sUum of s Coont Barome, aid 
ito BMe cyw a itrs^ dudow wbea (beatu ahinaa 

The town of AnHia has little more to raoom- 
Hend it than ita fine utnation, and ita port for anuU 
cnft tnuHing to the opposite coast, and to the man 
ramote parts of %iie lake, which belrag to the 
Swiss Cantons. We embark«d in a steam-boat 
to Tiew the latter w greater advantage; bnt as 
ateatn-nsTigatioii has not ye\ attained a nry high 
de^«B of perfec^on in Italy, we proceeded at 
the rate of scarcely five miles an hour. Indeed, 
I abonld have been sorry had onr speed been ia- 
crwsed, for one lores to linger in ^e enjoyment 
of such beanbful scmery. 

This splendid mass of waters is of an irregular 
pbape, and nearly 50 miles in length, messnred from 
where the Tecino runs through the fields of Lorn- 
bwdy, to iu northern extremity at the foot of the 
Rbetian Alps. We landed at Lanno, a consider- 
■Ue town on the east bank of tlie lake, about SO 
■ulea higher up than Arona. This being the first 
place in the Anstriao Sudea which we had set foot 
in, we were somewhat annoyed by the strict ex- 
amination of our luggage ; and one of my comps- 
nions, not baring a regnlsr passport, was compel- 
led to retrace his steps to Bareno. 

It having been hinted to as that, as Larino was 

nibfa aa nnfreqnented place, we might aa well take 

die precantioa of ascerttdning the charges at ibe 

firai ian we encountered, the result afaowed bow 

s2 



d JNit three tune* aa maeb m we bad paid at 
BaMDO the day beCore. Hanng no iadinMicMi to 
■■bmit to to 6atMring a coaifdim^t to oar snp^ 
fmed waakh as Engiiabawn, or, in otfaer warJa, 
resisting the attempt at impoeition, we took up oar 
qurterH at a MCond rate Albergo, whett we foond 
areiy tbing excellent iu quality, aad moderate m 
M*c«. Tbe iaakeeper bs^pened to be abamt ; bM 
■ia wife, wbo wa« a lirdy little bmoeMe, «x«rted 
bwM T«ry mach to pleaie tbe " dree MiiorA, 
the only oaee ibe baid erer bad tbe bononr «f 
eatortaiBtng, the hoped diey wonld bring ber good 
iMck;" and for tbe sake of ber beaatifal black 
eyea, I MDc«rely hope ber eipectatioDs may be r»- 
alieed. On ao great an occasion ebe ■nniDMMted 
a neigbbour, who bad formerly kept va ins at • 
Como, to ber asitatance. He was a portly, jolly, 
good-humoured old fellow, die abaolato peraoni- 
fication of ofM of Ostadea Flemish boita, even tf 
the nigfateip on bis head ; be only wanted lite pt(W 
in bia south to complete the resembknoe. Next 
morning, on retaming from a walk np one of tba 
nngbbowing hills, to take a &rewflll new of iho 
Lago Ma^ore and its roviantic acMiery, we feand 
« char in readiness to c<»Tey ua to Lngano, wbiA 
we reached in about three faoora, baring enjoyed 
* very pleasant diire throngh the intareating pic> 
tnrewine conntry which sepaistea the two lakes. 

Lngano ia rather « large place, and the eifutal 
•f tbe Swiss Canton of Teciao. Here the kke 
•pens npon the view, trith moantaine asi^, •■ 
€me tide, ^moat perpendicnlarly to a height of 
wtnj tbsMMid fMt, while, on ifa« other side, 
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tk* iwutry k nvra iartil* : idofMDg htuka, 9nmr 
BMBted with rioea, and finely Blurted by wood, with 
■wreral flourwbing vUlagea, being wen riwDg mt 
abort '<VHa"<'^" from one another. I bmd time to 
atop iato lb« cburch of tbe FranciBoaii Coarent, 
wUie tht good fotben were at reapen, witboat 
distorbing their derotioiis ; and stopped to admire • 
large and very fine fraeoo painting, by an artiat of 
tbe Lombard ichod, Bwnardo Tedno. Tbe car 
tbedral ia only remarkable for ita commandii^ ai- 
Oaatioa, trma whence ibere may be had a sitparb 
view of tbe lake and the »irroanding conntry. 

We had tbe company of two Iiiah gentlemen at 
dinner, whom I had met Bome time before doiii^ 
an excuraion in tbe Alpa. Acqoaintancea thna 
Iwatily formed on tiie top of the Ubigi, tbe Wea- 
•enatein, or the Grimael, soon acquire a degree of 
cwdiality unsought of, when preceded by a forma] 
introduction at a London dinner-party. A roir 
oa the lake was pn^toaed ; and on our way to the 
boat) we elopped to listen to the harangue of an 
Italian quack-doctor, monnted in an elegant ca- 
liche, drawn by a pur of good hoisea gaudily 
oapariaosad. The moet amnging rogoe wae th« 
fioacbaMi, who acted in tbe triple capacity of 
traiapelar. Merry Andrew, and whip ; but I ne- 
rer mw a mora farociena-looking fellow than the 
fhwrlatan himielf, «bo waa decked ont in a 
daahing hnwar nni£onn, with an enormous pair of 
black whiakera. He appeared to be quite a Dob 
Grioranni wnoog the ladiei, and, as I afterwards 
letnud, had manied or eloped with at leaat a dozei^ 
from aa many di&rent places dnring his tiavets ; 
which adrenlaMt had proanred him the honour of 
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t from the moral citie* of Nafdoa tad 
Venice. Him rascallf iinp«Mtor detuned n> r 
comiderable time in the iqnKre, where we firrt 
observed hiro. In the course of hia exbibi^oni 
lie employed all hij logic, and the fiaeit flowcn 
of rhetoric, accompsnied by the grimace of a 
Frenchman, Eud the geiticDlatioii of an Itdian, 
bnindiafaing a sword, as if acareely content wiA 
one mode of killing and gulling the poor Swi^ 
zers who formed hii audience. As we moTed 
off, fay way of a clenclier I HUppoae, be bawled af- 
ter as, '■ If any one donbti my skill, * ehe apre la 
bocca, per Bacco I ' • and if I don't draw every 
tooth from his bead in ten minutes, my name ■■ 
not Marco Antonio Salva-la-Tita I " 

The son was jost setting as we got into the 
boat ; the stillness of the scene on the calm waten 
of the lake ; tbe precipices that rose on the oppi^ 
aite side ; end the glimmering of the lights of Ln- 
gano, as we approached it on oar return, wovM 
bare formed a magnificent nigbt-scene for the 
study of a painter. It is difficult to coneeive the 
'^plendoor of vi Italian evening at this teaaon of 
die year, when the atmosphere is somewhat pu- 
rified by gently refreshing showers, after the op- 
prewiTe summer-heat. Tbe moon shims ford 
with a soft silvery Instre, and the celestial canopy 
of etherial bine appears stndded with stars so pare 
and clear, that every object aroand is as easily 
distinguished as by a northern twilight. 

The following rooming, before snnriae, we were 
ready to depart ; and having agna engaged dw 

* Let bim open bit moutb— bj Bacoboi ! 
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bMl m bad tbe [HwviaaB anamg, ■ digfct Wmuw 
•Uad tba axertiooa of tbe rotrera, and w« raacbed 
the villags of Porlasn in a few boon, siyayiog 
tka aail op tba laka of Lvgsiio sxceedingty. Thia 
lakeiainacbleaakDovn tbut any of the otlier lakaa 
of Lombardjr, w it )■«• ovl of tlw direct road, and 
cooasqaeatly it not so much resortod to by atnn- 
gan ; bat although tbe abaence of Goe viUas, which 
an ao BamerDiuly Matterod along tha banka of th« 
Lak« of CwBo, rooden Logaiw Mmawhat infe* 
rior in point of beanty, aa it ia in extent, atill it 
will alwapa remain in nay reooHeettgn, a* we of 
the moat roBumtic and lovely placaa I erar ri- 
uted. Poilesza bong in the Anatrian Statea, ws 
ware agun compelled to uuleigo a strict tearcb— 
one of tbe peaalliea wbiob, in liea of tumpikea. Ea- 
gliah tiarallera pay for the privilegea maay tbott- 
aanda of tbent annually enjoy in Italy. I do not 
believe that one iadiTtdoal amongat them haa ever 
baen detected in win^liog; why, ^en, si^^ect 
them all to vexatioaa and diaagreeable detenliMit 
for tbe sake of going tbroogb a mere form P 

Having procured a vehicle to cany onr port- 
M B at o aw i we walked acnow tbe country to Me- 
naggio, M tbe distance waa only fbnr milea, and 
the day did not then promise to be n intensely 
bet as it afterwards proved. The fint new of tbe 
l4go di CoBM ia encbantingly grand. The Alpa, 
the glaciers of the Grisons and the Valtelioa, co- 
vered with eternal snow, aocceed each other like 
warea of the sea, lowering gradually in height, 
and sloping beaatifnlly toward* the waters whoan 
beoka spaikle with floorisbing towne and villas ; 
aaiidit « evuDtf ricbia (miige>gi«res, laonl^ 
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oUra-tncf, ind gmcefally fMooned r in Ba olij — H 
Tendered itill more delightftil by the pore mir asd 
anchanging sky of Italy. From MenaggM we 9Mf 
barked for Cadenobbia, admiring the lovely pro*> 
pect «■ we glided downwitrdB ; and very soon af> 
ter foood onrBelvee Mated in the balcony of ottt 
of the beat inna in Lombardy, where we pn^MM> 
«d eto[^ing for two days. Soon after ort anind 
we went to the Villa SommariTu, which ii witlda 
« few hnadred yards of the inn, and were not » 
little amaaed to find onraelrea nabered into iU 
gallery of BCulptore by two yonog daratelt, dangh* 
ten of the cnatodia, who, with much apparent 
modeaty, called oar attention to ihe Adonis, Man, 
and VenoB of Canova, and many other statnea, not 
appearing to notice the smile on our connteaucMt 
excited by die stnuige impropriety of female dee- 
rones describing the beauty of Heathen deities, and 
pointing ont nndities to every caanal visitor. A- 
monget the worits of Canova in this gallery ia tho 
EunooB statue of Palsmedea, maeh fractured by fal- 
ling, and nearly cmahiDg to ilea^ the amiable a^ 
tiat as he had jnat pat the finishing touches to 
the marble. Some of Ae best modem piece* of 
acalptnre in the villa are parte of a friese by Thar* 
waldsen, illustrating the triumphs of Alexander. 
They were not then taken ont of the cmo* in 
which they bad lately arrived from Rome, though 
sufficiently eipoeed to gratify our curiosity ; for 
the top of each case waa removed, so as to ren- 
der the baisi relievi visible. This celebrkted 
ch^-^fBUnre of the Danish sculptor had em- 
ployed him many years, tuviog been ordered by 
Napoleon for the puipoas of ornamenting tin 
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gonnaaeat palace at Milaiii or the Qairinal, when 
finBg it Dp for the yonng King of Home, or pro* 
hMf a cop^ for each. Howerer, the father of 
the preeent Count SommariTa, when Napoleon's 
ndle had disappointed the aitiit, seized the b- 
TCiir^le opportunity, and purchased it for half a 
milUon of fraitce, to grace his elegant modem man- 
■mif a building in the finest style of Italian ai- 
cUtectme. The Villa Sommariva also contains a 
■paciODB gallery of paintings, chiefly of the FIo- 
mttiDe uid Flemish schools, as well as a few by able 
Franefa artists of the present day. 

HsTing crossed the lake, we entered the Villa 
Meba, the splendid residence of the Dnke of Lodi, 
foraaerly Vice-President of the Italian Repahlic,. 
■nder fiaonaparte. lectures and statnes again 
oecnpie^ na for some honre in that delightfnl place ; 
and perhaps none of them pleased me more than 
the beanlifiil grotap of Cupid and Psyche by Cano- 
va. Our hoet Gioranni Mello had fnmiabed us 
widi the boat which he keeps for his customers, and 
quite a smnptnons dinner awaited our retnm. The 
bill of fare included very fine tront irom the lake, 
and some other delicacies more in the English 
than the Italian style, which was easily account- 
ed for, from the ciicnmstance of Giovaiini hw 
ing lived aome years in England in the capacity 
of an itiDerant barometer-seller. He seems to 
know the taste of onr countrymen so well, and 
atndies it so successfully, that his albergo, in 
point of comfort, ia quite equal to a first-rate En- 
glish hotel ; while the prospect from its balconies 
embraces oon of the finest distrieta in Upper 
Italy, So mild indeed is the climate, here, that 
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omtge-trees tfarire in the open ^r, does are seen 
in flo?Fer, ttnd the Atnerican gnava remaina an* 
sheltered all the year ronnd. 

Being aDxions to obtain another glance of the 
Count SommariTa's collection of itatnet and ple- 
torea, on the morning of our departare I again 
rieited the gallery ; but hating deacried the ateam- 
boat approaching in whidi we intended to embaric, 
I was compelled to take an abrapt leave of thia . _ 
channing' Villa. The day <raa most propilioin for 
an excnniott ronnd the lake ; bnt the heat waa aft 
pawerfnl, even at this advanced aeaaon of the year, 
diat we found en awning over th« quarter-deck in- 
diepensable. I was eurprised to tee so many gaylf 
dreaeed ladiea and gentlemen on board, till I found 
diat, besides the attractiiHi of fine scenery, they had 
that day an additional inducement, as the Ar^ 
dnke Regnier, Viceroy of the Lombardo-Venedan 
kingdom, bad hired one of the steam-hoats to make 
an excnnion to Damaezo. Onr captain had pn>> 
vided a couple of swirels for this occasion ; and 
a few honra after, when the Imperial party ap- 
peared, the national fli^ waa displayed, and a royal 
salute fired in honour of them. Bnt, although we - 
passed quite close to each other, our ill-beHtowed 
mark of attention was totally unnoticed. With 
true AuBtriaii hauteur, the Archduke, an inane- 
looking personage, stood gazing upon ua ; and I waa 
glad to perceive that none of the pMty in our boat 
cheered, or even took off their hata to him. 

We stopped for a short time at some of the 
towns and Tillages along the banks of the lake, for . 
the pnrpoae of landing and taking in passengers, 
and were also detained nearly two hour* at Grars- 
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dMB, tiM hie>ml pomt we raw^sd. W^ Aey 
mte carr^Dg on Ixwrd some bales of Bilk do freight 
tot Como, I leized ^ opportnnity to land ; nad 
b^dd the Hingalar dress of die women of the pktm, 
who, in coroplunue with * tow made by Umr an- 
ceatora, vrwi the habits of Capiu^in frian, and 
are called JratL * From this spot I looked orer 
the wide lake arannd die ampbi^eetfe of hills, 
which were coTered with wood, and stndded with 
nllages «td white cottages, beaotiiidly reflected 
OD the water. The stillneee of the lorely and 
peMeftal scene, added to tite beauty of natore, car- 
ried for the moment my imagioBtiim far beyond 
the dwellings of men, whts poaa nw ed {£ every 
easily chann, an so oft^ wretched. 
Lsrgior bic campiM, Ktber et lumine vcttit 
Purpcreo i sotentque luum, sua aident aomnt ( 

The upper part of the lake is wild and romance ; 
forests 4tf pine are seen in the distance, OTertopped 
by lofty monntains, between whose rocky chuns 
are rarines or noirow ralleys. Bat as we approach- 
ed Como, the banks became more fertile ; on each , 
side were seen namerons villas and coontry-honses 
belonging to the Milanese nobility, with fine gar- 
dens, fountains, grottoes, vines, and orange-groyes, 
which the residents preler infinitely to the grand 
and bold scenery on the northern extremity of the 
lake. They assnredly cannot lay claim to the ap- 
pellation of enthnsiaatic lovers of tite sublime bean- 



f Here deeper uura clotbe* willt purple light 
The GeMi ; tbcir lutiT* sun and Hsn Ih^ own. 
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At du well-known ViIIb Pliniaoa, then u u 
InlereMiog Bpring, which iDrreases and diminiBbei 
slteniately daring MTeral bunn every day, bat w 
never qnile dry. Thia phenomenen is degcribed by 
Pliny the yonnger, and an Italian translation of tli« 
apiatle ia engraved on a marble tablet, placed near 
thia remarkaUe foontun. It it not pretended, how- 
erer, that either of the PlJnya ever inhabited any 
villa on the ute of that which now bears a nune, 
which seems to have been bestowed upon it in 
honour of the celebrated natnraJist. The town 
(tf Como is more attractive from the beaoty of its 
ntoatian, than eren from its antiquity ; — thoogh 
it* fine old marble cathedral, splendid palacei and 
Tillaa, bad aaffident charma to detain me a day 
in their vicinity. 

A vehicle called a velocifere, built in imitation of 
an English stage-coacb, and carrying about twenty 
outside passengers, sets off every afternoon for Mi- 
Ian; and my friend and myself with much difficulty 
succeeded in wedging ourselves inside, along wiib 
half a dozen Italians. It was past midnight when 
we arrived at Milan, where, even at that late hour, 
the delights of another customhonse search a- 
waited us; — being the third ordeal of the kind 
which we had nndergone, in about as many days, 
since we entered the Imperial territories. 



.--„Googlc 



S^itember \^tk. — Tbe city of Milan maf be eon- 
ridered-the capital of tbe nortb of Italy, from ila 
ritnatioi), population, and wealth. It ia now the 
Bcat of tbe government of the Lombardo- Venetian 
Iringdom, and the residence of an Aostrian arch- 
dnke, who ralea over the Italian provincei in the 
name of the Emperor. His retinae ia bnt a &int 
■badow of tbe gay court of Eugene Beaabarnaia 
who, without brilliant talents, was regarded by 
the Milanew as an hononntble and npright ruler. 
Eugene's beneficial and conciliatory government 
rendered the French more popular in Lombardy, 
than in any other of their conquered Btatei. Heiseren 
yet remembered with affection, and doubly regret- 
ted by the inhabitants tA the ncxrth of Italy, from 
a comparison with tbeir present uncongenial Ger< 
man matters, whose cold harsh manoen accord 
•o badly with those of their lively snbjecte. 

I viewed tbe town generally the day after my 
arriral. The anoent part had been rebnilt after 
its destmcUon by the Emperor Frederic Barba- 
roasa, (in ^e LSth centnry, at tbe expense of the 
ciiisenB of Lombardy), who entered into a leagw 
for thfl asoomplishmeal of that purpose. Few tm- 
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tiget ot U)e ftomans can be expected (o «iist, after 
the burning and razing of the city, the cruel e^cta 
of Barbaroesa'a revenge. Whet may now be termed 
the old part of Milan exhibits neither regularity nor 
nnifonnity. It ia bnilt in the beary imperfect 
atyte of architecture inrented and adopted during 
the middle ages, and ia bonnded on all eidea by 
the nariglio or canals, by means of which the com- 
merce of Lombardy is canied on with 8wit2ei> 
land and Germany. The modem city eztenda 
itself beyond the banks of the canal, and ia form- 
ed on an d^[ant and aplendid plan. It ia mip* 
fonnded by bonleTardi ]danted with tceaa, used 
■a a public walk. Ia archilectund docorationa it 
wirtit the finest qoarten of Paria, whilst in cooi- 
modionanaas and regularity, the priocijMd atnota 
are not inferior to those of London. It has smt 
■ome pAcaliar adrantagea in point of paveiiieRt ; 
tor in tbe middle of the streeia, that tlie motion 
of carnages may be m gentle as possible, there an 
two rows of large flaga aJongat which tbe wbeela an 
Bada to move. The few tqnarea in Milan are ir- 
regalar and nnniianiented ; with one exceptiim, 
iriiich ia refreabed by a beantiM fountain fonnad 
of red granite, with Syreni of Carrara marble. It 
k well supplied with water by means of an hy- 
draulic pump, which briags it from a Bubtairaaean 
Bti«am that runs through tbe eity. The square 
in front of tbe cathedral is yery fine, but badly 
proportioned, its length being Coo great for ita 
I»«adth. It only shines by a cotnparison widi iba 
ether religiana edifices, which are tbe ugliest in 
Italy. Co^e-houMB and ahops under aicadea, ia 
ti)e atyte of the PaleJa Royale, an lh» gMatwt 
mural attnMioDs of tha dty. 
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To SDJoy the beat view of die ennrona, I went 
to tbe cathedral (il Doomo), which etands nearly 
in the centre of Milan. On my fint viait, though 
-even a paming glance intimated it to be one of tfae 
noHt singnlar efforts of Gothic architecture, I did 
not remain long enoagh to gire myeelf time to 
admire either the beauty of its exterior or the 
wonders of its interior. The moat remarkable ob' 
ject is the spire, which is seen at many miles dia- 
taoce, anrmonntiDg an immeoae edi6ce of white 
marble, cat into a variety of fantastic ornaments. 
It is too heavy in its general effect, ereii thotigh 
}t were divested of its innnmerable buttresses, 
colnmna, and obeliska, and raviabed of the sta- 
toes of every aaint in the calender, which are 
perched on the top of each projecting point. The 
dazzling whiteness of those objects would aoon 
be destroyed in ancb a climate as oars ; bnt in the 
clear atmosphere of Italy, their appearance is pre- 
serred nnimpaired. Tfaia BtnpendoDs work baa been 
raieed at such long intervals dnring a period of 
400 years, that it nowpresents a jnmblo of all the 
Afferent orders. It is scarcely completed yet, 
owing to frequent interruptions from the want of 
fnnds and other catises. The contrast which it - 
presents between tbe Gredan and Gothic, Roman 
and modem styles, forms quite a solecism in archi- 
tecture ; the more to be r^retted, from the labour 
and expense incurred in attempting to rear a build- 
ing, which can only be compared to a forest of 
marble, instead of being an elegant church, sttch 
as half the money properly' employed would have 
bailt. On ascending to the gallery that runs 
round the apire, I enjoyed from thg tamot » 
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waatt bentiftd puwramic riaw boiudcd by Kfont 
Blanc at 120 miles distance, of the bigbut part of 
tlie chain of Alpa on the oordi, {that harrier corer* 
ed with eleraal niov), which eztanda all tbe way 
from Saroy to the Kbsedan Alps. In the fertil* 
' plain below, Piedmont, Lombardy, and tfaa Vfl' 
netian States, ipreod out like a continiuHtagaidaD* 
inteTsected with riren and canal*, and adonwd 
by towns and hamlets. Towards tbe sontfaf tba 
Apennines, which divide (be Tmcan States mid> 
way between tbe Mediterranean and Adriatic, ap- 
peared like a fiunt bine line, almost lost to tbe 
ught, owing to a heavy t^oot, which, from tbf 
b^t of dw day, rested upon the horizon. 

The immediate neighbourhood of Milan is a 
fertile and highly cnllirated country. All traces of 
France are lost, when ws obserra tbe large rioe 
fields, dirided into compartments for tbe greater 
focility of irrigation, and which are either flat, or in 
S Boccession of terraces, if on an inclined plain. 
Looking from so great a height over the coun. 
try, these r^pilar mirrors, covered with sheets of 
water, above which rows of green plants can only 
be discerned, have a most besntiiiil and pleasing 
effect. For a hundred miles ronnd in every direc- 
tion, a rich and well-watered country strikes tbe 
eye, improving in cultivation the nearer it ap- 
proaches to the capital, where ample advantage 
nas been taken of great local facilities, an^l so^ 
porior knowledge — irriga^on bung better nnder- 
atood in this province dian any part of Europe. 

I went one evening with a mnucal amat«nr to tbe 
theatre of La Sc^ reckoned one of the finest in Ev- 
lope, and which, in pmnt of arcl)itecture and size, is 



OPERA OF LA SCALA. IS 

Milf infwigr to tbu of Sw CuIq « NtpWa. Tb» 
far» «f thu Umtra pendem it very favoumble for 
apectRtora, being wideit towBnls tbe stagtt. I wa* 
quite struck with the aplendoiir of the hauae. Tite 
ImxM ara elegantly furBiahad and Sued np with silk 
OWtaina, each baringaamall wardrobe atlacbedt with 
Ma open corridor between,— ao airangeuMiit whiok 
ia T«ry naefnlt aa at Milan and all parta of Ilalfi it ia 
tbs cnabm for ladiea to receive riaita in their open 
boxea, wberS) bowerer, they eeldom appear until 
rather a late honr. The entertainment ctMuiated 
of aa open seria, called " L' oltima giomata di 
Fomp6e;"* bnt during ita performance neither ap> 
planse nor cenanre waa beard— «U waa ailence and 
•tlen^on. Tbe acenery waa splendid, — indeed 
aqnsl lo that of tbe Grand Opera of Papa, tboagh 
•carcelyao varied, TbeorcheatrairoaniOTeBapiwoiia 
•od better selected than any either in tbe French 
or in the Englidi capital, tnnaic with Itsiiana be- 
big, aa every body knows, qaite an object of aa^nal 
interest. Barbaja, the Empresaario of MUan, ia aU 
>o director of Uia opera* at Vienna and N<ple», a 
tigion of offices which enabtea him to aend with 
0-eater focility, to eaefa theatre in ila tarn, tbe beat 
ungera and dancan in Enrope. It is aridiNit that 
theatrical concern* in Italy fonq a moat etsential 
part of the aocisl ayatem. They are regulated 1^ 
a code of laiva, enforced by die manager, to which 
the greatest importance is attadied by die aristo- 
cracy as well a* bjr the pet^le. Tbe prima donna of 
Milan, Lalaode, ie acarcely inferior to Pasta or Son- 
tag, indved many prafer her to either ; and Tarn- 

* Tlw last d«7 of Fonp«7' 
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boorini ii a bam ainger of great clearneBa and com- 
pass as veil as aretpectsble actor. There is, benidea 
a good Seminario for music and dancing, where 
none bnt females possessed of the finest figarea and 
roices are admitted aa pnpili ; and what is very re- 
markable, bnt, as I wsa assured, a well known fact, 
Aese Syrens and Sytphsaregenerally of good moral 
character, preserving their Tirtae amidst the thon- 
aand temptations to which they are honrly expos- 
ed in the vicioas atmosphere that surroands them ! 
Credat Jadeens Apella ! At most Italian operaa 
on the Continent, nearly the same entertaininent 
ie given every evening, there being only two piecea 
** in Bcena, " which are performed ellematety in 
the course of an entire season. During my stay 
at Milan I went very often to La Scala, and al- 
ways saw the same opera and ballet; but, as an ex- 
cuse for repeating it so frequently, it was pro- 
notinced " Uh' Opa-a chefa furore." • 

I remarked to a gentleman who happened one 
eviening to sit next me, near the orchestra, that 
I was surprised to observe so few Austrian of- 
ficers at the theatre. " Why, " sud he " there are 
many ; I am one myself ; but we never appear in 
public, or even iD the streets, in our nniform, except 
when on duty." He ^en pointed ont several in the 
different boxes, and told me their oaniea and rank. 
I think this shows good policy, as it makes tlie 
people less shy of their masters than they woald 
be were the distinction more marked and apparent; 
but even in this case, it cannot be expected that 
they should easily associate with the Tedescki. t 

* A D open exciting CBttiuuMin. f Oennani. 
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At the Bren, <» MoMwai of flBQw«i> I fWMwil 
a few Imbm vlewiiig uwif eseelUaU pictorM 
by the mtMrt tiouaent maaterb It wm tb«o c^wa 
U «i esbibUion of tlie wotka of moden aitius of 
tba Lombard «ebool, and tbeUiffwentp'izepicniiea 
jHWM of Mulptar* and dasigna, w«re dutu^uhed 
by crownt placed caiupieiioiialy orer them, beiag 
the firM reirord of tbe aitUu— fame. Thu lings aad 
«Ug«iit building, foneerly a Jesuit's college, ii kow 
QWTwted into an Atndemiat or Souoltt delle beila 
tvU. Im llluwy it divided into Mvend n»n% 
oontainiBg opwanle t^ 180,000 Tolmnei of nhwH 
ble tnantucripu and rare books, some of which u* 
of ihe Mriieat era of typography. Tbe most cnri- 
va MS. I bare seen \» Petrareb'a Vi^ npoa lain 
lam, with the notes of that oelebmtad Italian poat. 
The first leaf is punted by Simon, lepreaeittiDg all 
the Bobjecis of the .Soeid. It is now in the coUee- 
tionof the Anitu'ouau Ubrary, whiiih is worthy of ■ 
Tiwt, were il poeaesaed of no other attracilTe (jtject. 
Thera are however many. Tbe modern display at 
La Brant did not interest me vary much, Uiere vroa 
mch a glare of high colouring, wid hnt few good 
pictnies. I know nothing more tiresome than 
staring at ainular exhihitioBs, though they always 
Utmct crowds in Paris, London, or Braesels. 
Where works of geauine excellence caa be found, 
I look upon tbe time as lost which ij spent in 
gazing on a mass of portraiture, and on the inferior 
efforts of living ardsts. At the same time it 
most be allowed, that such inatituuena are found- 
ed on an excellent princ^le, and no doubt preve 
highly beneficial to the arts. I retnmed again 
Bad »c»iit to gan apoa tbe many adailiaUa pie- 
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tnw bj Titin, Gnido Reai, SiJrstor Rmh, Lvob. 
ardo d» Vinei, Pulo Veronese, and RnbnM. Bnt 
there tm only one Raphael, and that a poor ipeci- 
men of hia tranBcendent abilities, — the weU-knoim 
Munage of the Virgin, which is quite in Feragino'a 
antiquAted formd atjrie, and evidently one of dw 
earliest works of his incomparable scholar's pmn 
and graceful pendl. The Scnlptnre-rooia was by 
no means richly supplied, except in caste. It con- 
tained few or no antiques, and not many modena 
atatnea. Of the latter, Canora's Veetal, and Tbw- 
waldaen's gronp of the Graces, are considered llw 
best. 

The chaises at the Croce di MaUa were fins 
feaoca for dinner, indoding wine ; and frem two to 
fo«r francs for a bedroom, Tuying accordii^ to ita 
use. 1 aeldom patronised breakfast, the Cafifa 
being so much more convenient and agreeable. 
From an early hour in the morning, these are re- 
sorted to by ladies and gentlemen, for the ptirpose 
of eojoying their Cafg latt^, or pannera, which is 
decidedty the best cream-coffee I ever tested— 
the valleys of the Alps, sjid the neighbonring mea- 
dows, affording excellent pastnrage (at cattle— ~ 
a fact which accoonta for die Abundance and 
soperior qnality of the milk, cheese, and hotter 
in this part of the country. Indeed, Nature 
has been most bonntjfut to Lombardy, except in 
the article of wine, which, tkoogh plentiful enough, 
is of a sweet and unpleasant qnality. The beat 
u brought from the vineyards on the. banks of 
the lakes, and near Brianza, bnt it is tar inferior to 
Ue wine of Asti, and other Fiedniontese growths. 
At the Gmn firetagna, wbera I dined aometimM, 
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Mftdune GaetB, the mietrem of the hooM, pre- 
■idedattbe table d'hdte; her hiuband was pre- 
MBt, bat seemed quite a Jeny Sneak. Upwards 
of twenty people generally aat down to an excel* 
leDt dinner; after which, a few battles of superior 
wine were handed ronod, coontry wine being pre- 
TioBsly allowed at ditcretion. 

At OQT own hotel, I wa§ Etgreeabl^ aurpriaed to 

find amongst the company Major R , a Riusiaa 

officer, wltoiQ I had boown some years before in 
Switzerland. He was goiag farther south, and pro- 
posed that we shoald proceed together to Venice 
and Florence. After I had spent a week or tan 
days at Milan, I asseoled to this proposal, chiefly 
becauM one of my prerions fello w- travel lers wn 
oUiged to return direct to England, and the other 
intended goii^ to Turin, in order to visit the Van- 
dois of tbe Protestant valleys of Piedmont. I havs 
travelled on die Continent, I believe, by every 
possible mode of conveyance — on mnle-back, in 
not, dnsty Spain, and by eicetlMit posting over good, 
though most untnt«reBting roads, in France — bnt 
my last, and not my least delightful excursion, vaa 
a solitary pedestrian tour among the Swiss moon- 
tains, which, after all, is tbe preferable mode of 
travelling. When one is perfectly independent of 
conveyances, by leaving every thing to chance hii 
movements are qnite tree and nnreBtrained — and 
having no one's wishes to consult, he can indulge 
his own &ncy, which, if it happens to be whimsi- 
calf might be apt to interfere with the plans and 
pleasures of others. 

As the Atntrian officer I met at la Scab told 
DM tUra wovld b« % tvnsw of ttM troopi of Iha 
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gmtitn, I vnat tery Mvly one inontn; to tee 
A« Amtriwn taatcMrTe. Tha spot selected fat 
lln mxaeion ir» a largo field between what was 
fimierly die dMdel wd die troti of dn Sim|rfon. 
There WNe npwarAs of 5000 men on the gronncl, 
induding a raiment of ¥%««, one of Hulanai and 
a park of artilleiy, chiefly HnDgariaim, all in tni^ 
^6ccnt osndilion. l^ey ancceMively nnged diem- 
■dvea in order of batue, manixnned and defiled 
widt nnpamltded predgnm for die space of a con- 
1^ of hoHn. I wae earprised tbat there were m 
finrapectetem, ami dm a ringte equipage. Sneh a 
•bht in tbe KnvlrMia of London or Paris, in delight* 
ftu weadter, wotiM have attracted tboarands, psr> 
tioilsdyoftheMraex. Bat the truth is, dmt the 
AvMriam contif'ra to excHe on et«y occasim tin 
iMtred tf tlie people. A Milanese speakiiiB to me 
•f4em,'qwMed we Terse whicli alludes to die Im* 
pcriilttigiB 



" Aqu!la n;rifagna 



Cbe p!ft Anrsr iae becchi {Hfta. " * 

''llietrhiteiuiifbriii of these foreign n 
Men everywhere, Bentineta are placed at every twen- 
ty paces, pBtrols continually parade the qniet streets 
tf Mitan, and cannon are planted in att the eqoares. 
The people know that tliey are slaves ; hut al- 
tlioi^ their daina gall them to the qnicb, they 
have nndier tbe moral nor the physical forc« to 
hmk their fetters, and throw off the yoke. 

Tfcere are some remarkable objects near the ci- 
tadel) or PbazK d'Arme, which owe their existence 

a .i.iii ^ Tbea 
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to NqtdeDD, whow gaTBinment carried anaj im- 
tionol iiutitatioos to a degree of gpleudonr that ne- 
rer Jailed to dazzle tbe mnltitude ; bnc tlie Gneit 
woi^ undertaken by his order, and one of the no- 
Meat deaigm in modem art, u the Triumphal Arck 
of tbe Simplon, so named as terminaUng the tmly 
" regal way" leading over tbe A)pt by that pass. 
Ilia e]^[ant erection conaisti of a centre, and two 
flank arches, composed entirely of a bloeish marble 
from Lombardy, and in the same ^ood taste, wss 
to hare been exclaaiTely executed by native anists. 
The original bast* re/ietn,«II of which werescnlplnr- 
ed and several even pnt up, hare been dieplnced 
honever, and either destroyed or conveyed away, 
with the exception of one or two allegcRicd figorea, 
as they recorded French victories in Ittdy, and emir 
■cqoently Auitriau ddeats. It is now adorned bjr 
pieces oi scnlptore better adapted to pleeae tbe po> 
liticid feelings of the Emperor Frauds. Upon ^i« 
splendid monmnen^ at the period (rf ov visit, a 
great Bambar of people were employed, wlio talk* 
bA of completing it in a couple of years. If this 
were accomplished, it wonid form a most magr 
nificent and inposiiig entrance to the capital of 
Lombardy. 

The Amphillieatre, in the style of a Roman dr- 
eni, was also erectad by the French. It is upwards 
of 800 feet in length, and of an oval form. It was 
intended to anniw die people, by the diqilay of 
imblic games; and was ao constructed as to serve 
occasionally for a nonmachia, being sosoeptible of 
inunda^n. It has ten rows of aeata and gal- 
leries, whieb an calcnlattd to contaun abent one 
liatd of tbe pTulatioa ai the d^. Priaca En- 
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g^e ordered it to be lometiiiiei opened gnda od 
great occasioofi) when the people were treated with 
exhibitions of fireworks and (^nies. The citadel 
ma formerly the castle or palace of the I>Dkes 
of Milan, the Visconli wad the Sfoiza, names so 
celebrated in the annals of Lombard^. It has 
Tery recently been razed to Uie ground, mith the 
exception t>f one wing, now conrerted into barracks 
for soldiers. Being no longer fortified, or capable 
of defence, its deatraction is no trifling advsniage 
to the peaceable citizens ; for they enjoy an ex- 
cellent promenade, and the troops a pamde groond, 
on the site of the ancient fortress. 

Desirous of seeing Leonardo da Vinci's re- 
markable fresco of the Last Supper, ray felbw-tra- 
Teller and myself were conducted to ^e refectory 
of the suppressed Dominican conrent of St Maria 
della Gracia, which had been converted into a 
stable by the French soldiers, who perhaps at- 
tempted to hasten Uie ravages of time — the marks 
of three ptstol-abots being visible on the fres- 
co — fortunately, however, withont injuring any of 
the figwes of this celebrated masterpiece. It has 
also been altered by restorers, and has safiered 
extremely from the nature of the mixtnres need in 
the colouring of the original design ; bnt even un- 
der all these disadvantages, it still prodncee tha 
effect I aati^pated from the very correct-idea con- 
veyed by Morghen's excellent engraving, although 
dH! artist was compelled, inorder to arrive at the truth, 
to refer to the original in two copies which were 
painted not long after Lefuardo's time. After deli- 
berately sittmg upwards of an hour to view this 
peffonnauce, to the aatonishment of the costodia. 



THE LAST SUPPER — ANECDOTE. 61 

when he opened the door to let ns oat, we wen 
in no bnn7 to leave the spot. On perceini^; thu, 
he very coolly locked it again, thinking we were 
not inclined to stir at all, and then walked off- 
Nothing now remuna of da Vinci's w<Hk, bnt the 
original design and grouping, which are admirable, 
and above all commendaUon ; bnt the colours are 
so mnch hded, that Bome of the ^urea are quite 
imperceptible, even with the ratoaching of Mazzi 
and other restorers. The countenance of Judas is 
the moat horrible that can be imagined. Leonardo, 
it is said, was so long before he conld bring himself 
to cimiplete his portion, that the Superior of tha 
convent reproached him with tbe delay. The arusl 
excused himself by alleging, that he had not been 
able to discover a model hideous enough to convey 
bia idea of the traitor ; but if bis Reverence was 
in so great a hnrry, and thougbt proper to sit, he 
would substitute his likeaeaa for Judas. So flat- 
tering an offer was no doubt declined by the im- 
patient Dominican, and more time granted. I 
have read this anecdote in some book of travelst 
but I fo^et by whom ; indeed, I doubt ^ story 
altt^ther. Not only has this picture impressed 
me with tbe beauties of L. da Vinci's pencil, bnt 
it illustrates the artist's characi«T, It is unfinished, 
having been abandoned before tbe principal head 
was completed. It exhausted tbe artist himself, by a 
v^n chase after models for the accessories ; whereas, 
as has been remarked, "badhe been able to conceive 
the centre, the radii must of course have followed. " 
In his rage for experiment, and in pursuit of beauty, 
he is said not nnfrequently to have foond deformity; 
and new mixtures of colours have diaaolved and 
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injued • woA iriiich hn been retouched with m^ 
aUest detriment to its fasnnony of coIoiit and ef- 
fect. Da ^nci was probably one of the most vtx- 
aatile geniogee dmt erer existed. Celebrated aa 
dte greatest paiater of the age in which he lired> 
hie capacity wa« not 4imited to ooe art alone ; he 
also excelled as an architect, a acalptor, and a mu^ 
nan. He eren penetntted tlie arcana of science, and 
distinguished lidmself >a an anatomist and chemist 
But his inequality of fiutcy and want of penere^ 
ance nentralined the effect of thoae splendid ta> 
lente. He sometimes mistook the rvti ma of art, 
and misapplied a splendonr of intellect which ecUp^ 
ed all former excellence, nnitiog in himself all the 
elements whicli constitute the essence of genius. * 
We nest visited the Zecca or mint, which in all 
tta pai^ is admirable, whether aa regards the ex- 
cellence of its machinery, or tbo Fegnlarity and pt%- 
onon of its manifold anangements. Hie establisl^ 

* Hie suthor hu here adopted the common, but eer- 
t^ly enoneous ataEement, thai this celebrated Fiesco was 
never finiahed. la England the optnion boa become uui^ 
tensll; current, upon tiie clusickl aulhoriijef Rdscoe, irito 
baa alsti thenco deduced a very unfair estimate of Leo- 
nardo da Vinci's powers. On both pointsMr Roeeoe hu 
been most ablj reriilvd bf mure than one Italian writer. 
Tltose who wieb lo know Ihe real state of the question are 
ntemi to Oic^narv Sinrja del Sml, Tom. IIT. and par- 
(kularly to a moM valuable but oofoFtunsteljr rare work 
of Cari^DHl Boromeo on Ihia very fresco, written in ttie 
16th century, and generally known by ttie name of the 
'* Avno Librtliii," where it improved beyond the ponibiU- 

gof a doi^ that tbe work was not only fioiataed, but 
liataed to the satiafaction of Da Vind, and the admiration 
of the age. The English reader will find much iufonns- 
tioo on this subject in Memes's " Life of Canoia," as also 
hi the SMi Toltmie a! ConstaUes'i MiiceUany. 

Kd. of C. M. 
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ment, bowerer, is on too largo s icale for the 
exigencies of ^e limited coinage of th« coantiy. 
As a proof of this, I may mention, that tliere were 
not then one-fifih of the ordinary number of work- 
men employed. It pomeMes a very fine collecttoH 
of medals, and, bb is nsual with risitm^, we had one 
stnick to jadge of the qnriity of the machiiiery. 
The employes were remarkably dri), and anxi< 
OUB to show every part of die process of coining, 
and explain it to onr satisfaction. I particularly 
remarked the mill for amalgamating the metala, 
which, as well as the coining presses, is set in 
motion by water. 

It is geoerally understood that the Aoatrian po> 
lice is vexatiouB ; but I can only say that I did not 
find it BO. On calling at the office to present 
myself, I was merely asked my address, and how 
long I proposed staying ; and on applying for my 
paaapon, it was returned duly signed, to en^le 
me to proceed to Venice. One feels pleasure in 
lieing able to record any &vonrable circamstance 
of the Anatro-Milanese. As far as regarda lamps 
and street-cleanii^, the police is also well condncted ; 
bat the irksome system of political esjnono^ is, I 
nnderstand, exercised with a vigilance, which causes 
the hatred existing between the respective conn- 
tries to take ft deeper root. The natives are the 
Bufierers. 

I was highly pleased with the Teatm Rei 
where 1 went one evuting to see one of Goldoni'a 
comedies. The Milanese accent, like dtaX of all 
north Italy, is bad ; bat on the stage we cmly hear 
" la iingaa ' Toieatia, " though not always in 
" boeea Romano. " llie company perfoimii^ at 
d2 
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tlus theatre wm the Dnke of Modera'a, and nnkw 
v^en reqnired to inutate proTincislumB, their 
itaUan was para; hovcTen my knowledge of U 
was not BO acnte as to detect slight fanlla. Ao- 
nAer ereniDg I pamed a 'oo«ple of honra moat *- 
greeably at tibe theatre of Gren^amo, vbere puppets 
of ahont three feet high are made to repreaent 
men and wmneii in Ae moK ennsaiq^ naanar. 
Many living acton whom 1 have vitneaeed veidd 
Buffer from a comparison with theae wooden per- 
fwTnen. So oonplete ia the delnwon, fram the ad- 
ininUe manner in whidi they are managed, diat 
one wonld abolntely ima^e the dislikes to pro- 
ceed from the months of tbe p^pets. A comedy, 
m rather farce was performed, called " II Vapora 
di Li^o Mt^giore, " a piece fall of hnmonr, which 
affijrded the graateat diaplay of the rognish qna- 
Utiea of Giandoja, a Piedmonlesa ralet. who by 
faii jdayfal wit atoned fbc tfae want of interest ia 
the plot. Thia was followed by a beillet with the 
aame actors, wboae igtlomb and noeUeux were 
Bearly eqnal to ihoae of a Veuris (h- a Biggotieri. 
One can form no idea of en Ilaliau Foldnalhi, 
ontil be beholda these acting pnppeia. Alihoagli 
I had often heard of its BXceIlMice> Ais exhibition 
«Ten exceeded my expactotiona. Gerolamo'a thea- 
tre is qnite a fashionable resort, DotwithitandiDg 
the trifling price of admittance ; and I was told 
that ^e late manager left a fortune of 300,000 
linee, an ataaaii^ anai in ^t condtry, patticdeily 
te he g^ad by keeping a pu^^et-ahow. 

Milan contains oMuy fine cburchea ; but my atay 
Mag rathra- limited, I was obUgad to eontent my- 
•etf with mting wly thnae of moit celebsi^ fiir . 
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^Ctorial or architectiml beanty. Hownrer, I d^ 
not mean to inflict on tlie reader a detailed accomit 
of them. The baesi relievi in the front of the ca- 
thedral are executed in a very iuperior tnannei, 
and represent erents related in sacred history. 
The entrance to the cborch ia throngh five grand 
doors, only lately complete^ The centre one 
is moch the finest, and is supported in the in- 
terior by two granite colomns of inunense tazo ; 
bat a conaiderable part of the building is aUll nn- 
fimahed. The marble pavement, (said to be su- 
perior to that of St Peter's at Rome), the chtur 
and the pnlpit, merit particnlar attention. Hie 
grand display, however, is to be found in the 
■nbtenanean chsfteli which contains the telice of 
San Carlo, and exceeds in value any thing 1 ever 
beheld. There are itatnea of this Saint and of St 
Ambrose (both of whom were bishops of Milan) in 
aolidsilver.largertbanlife. Rockcryital,gold,anda 
profosbn of predons stones, embeUish tbeir sbrinei, 
which however are certunly calculated more to ex- 
cite the cupidity than the devotion of the qiectatoif. 
I confess I was more pleased with a marble statue 
of St Bartholomew by Agiate, behind the choir, 
than with any of the mora valuable objects in the 
cathedral. It displays the muscular system so per- 
fectly, the skin bmng as it were stript off, that an 
anatomiet might lectnre upon it with almost aa 
inndi effect as on a hninan sabject. This is no 
amall degree of praise to the scnlptor, who is com- 
rrared to Fnudteles in the i)ucriptio|i, " Non me 
Praxiteles, sed Marcos finxit Agrate." * The view 
from the mnunit of the church, vuironnded by iu 
ianninendtle atatnea of faiuU and martyrs, I ww 
* •• Hot FraxitalM-4nit Hueus Agrate made nc. " 
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droady apoken of ; but really, to ascend 500 atppa 
to the dome is no uifliDg matter. I of course did 
not attempt such a feat at every visit I pud to the 
lower part. This cathedral may eerve as a model 
for boldness of design, bat it has been spoiled by 
tbe extravagaace aad 8ing;nlarity of its ezecn- 
tion. A profiuion of marble has been hewed 
down and cnt into objecte, which vanish in* 
diviilaally iuto insignificance, tfaongh, taken M 
forming a whole, one most regard with amaze- 
ment tbe nnmber and beanty of the pillars, 
niches and etotnes. Tie roof and cupola are stitl 
more admirable ; for the insertion (rf' every block 
of whtdi the former h composed, aatoniBhes, bf 
the degree of talent, and the variety in the art of 
vaulting which it displays. Bnt the edifice itself 
is encambered with much annecesaary ornament, 
and by many accessories, which conceal and im- 
pair the general effect of each other. A rage 
for sculptnre pervades every part of h, the tops 
of pillars, bottresses, pinnacles, and lateral spires, 
being surmounted with statues to the niunber of se- 
veral thousands — drcnntstances which detract from 
their beauty and apparent height. The design of '' 
the original construction must have been Gothic ; 
but it has not been adhered to, although it is still 
the predominant style of its arcbitectnre. Fonr cen- 
turies, and some millions of m'oney, have been con- 
■amedinerecdngaconfated mass, where Gothic pil- 
lars, pointed arcades and fretwork, are confounded 
with RoniBn arches, a Greek entablature, qnad. 
rangular doors and windows, while the whole is 
crowned by sa Egyptian pyramid, with an imago 
of the Vii^n on its apex I 
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One of tbe nooat useful bnildiDgB in Milan is 
the Spedale Maggiorei or gmu) hospital ; an admi- 
rable institation, where the sick of erery' deacrifH 
tion are received. It also servee the purposes of 
a medical ecfaool, to which there is attached a 
iHunher of profesBOrs, some of whom have attainT 
ed a high degree of eminence in one of the noblest 
pnrsnita of science. Their tectnrea are well at< 
tended by papils, who resort from all parts of Italy, 
to an eHtablishroent where they have the best op- 
pertaoities of studying the construction and thfi 
emaplicated machinery of the human frame. Tha 
building is a long and elegant parallelogram, w'\A 
« epauDDs court in the aiiddte, surrounded by pw 
ticoes, under which, once a year, kv exposed the 
portraits of its numerous benefactors. Few si^U 
aie more gratifying than this tribute of Gratitnde 
M PhiUntbropy. 

The Baulica Ambrouana, one of the i four 
flbnrches built t^ St Ambrose, is the most ancient 
in Milan, and |Hobabty the only one that has any 
pretensions to antiquity, which is its principal re- 
ooEunendation ; unless the figure of a brass ser- 
pent (erroneously supposed to be that of the de- 
sert), brooght from Constantinople in the tenth 
centnry, and several otber reUcs of equally donbt- 
fnl wigin, can be considered as justifying such pre- 
tensions. Neither its interior nor exterior renden 
it by any means conspicaons. Although this 
church never was the cathedral, still, as the bnriaU 
place of St Ambrose, and as the depository of his 
relics, it enjoyed many privileges, and pecnliar 
Tenerxtion. When the Emperors of the West 
held tbttT court at Miljm, it wbs in this Ba^ca 
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thftt they received the iron crown <^ Italy. The 
nwne of St Ambrose is remBikable in the annmla 
of CatholiciBn), u the epiritnal guide who bad the 
merit of converting St Anguitine, and as the nn- 
dannted defender of tlie orthodox chnrch. The 
rit« institat«d by him is still obserred in thit dio- 
cess, and differs bnt slightly from the other Catho- 
lic forms, in r^ard to bq>tiBm by immenion, and 
the obeervance of Lent. 

Notmthstanding the wars of Gotbs and Lombarda, 
and the burning of tbe city, tbere have yet escaped 
from destroction sixteen Anted Corinthian colnmna 
of beantifnl proportions, all in one file, snppoeed to 
have formed part of the baths of the Emperor 
Maximian Hercoleus, who resided at Milan. They 
have occasioned ranch dispatation among antiqua- 
ries and critJCB ; bnt their origin does not appear t« 
be yet oofSdently asceitamed ; though, from tbe 
fine taste displayed in their omanienl«, and espe- 
dally from their symmetry, they may safely be re- 
ferred to an era not long posterior to the roi^ of 
Nero. By a late propping up, they may still trans- 
mit to fntnre ^;es the most precious monument in 
Lombardy of tbe splendour of tbe Roman Empire. 
No dedication is so common in Italy for churches, 
as to tbe Madonna. In that of Sau Celso, tbere 
are two Sibyls which merit particular attention, 
and some frescos of great merit, with idiich Ap* 
piani, a native artist, has ornamented the high al- 
tar and chapels. Thero are also two statues of 
Adam and Eve at the entrance, tbe latter of which, 
not nnfreqoently, baa been reckoned equal to some 
of the most perfect antiqae models of female beauty. 
A palace near die Porta Orientale, thongfa now 
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. the reudence of the Anatriait governor, stQl re- 
tuns the name of its late Imperial master ; and 
it is worthy of remark, aa a proof that political ani- 
moBity can be fo:p>tteit, even by Germana, in theb 
friendship for the aits, that an admirable picture 
by the Chevalier Appiani, represeotbg the Apo- 
theosis of Napoleon, still graces the ball of the 
throne in this palace. 

The drive called the Corso, which extends from 
the Cathedral to one of the handsomest gates along 
the palace-gardens, is frequented as a promenade 
on SnndafB, when the bshionables display all their 
finery. I saw some carriages which might have been 
bnilt in Long Acre, and moch bett«r horees than 
■re generally sported in the boasted long chan^ of 
Paris; for the Milanese nobility piqnethemselveeon 
imitating English manners, — indeed many of their 
eqnip^es, for spleadonr, wonld not disgrace Hyde- 
IVk itsetf. Most of the young men of fortune 
visit London, if diey can obtain passports ; not al- 
ways a very easy matter, as it often occnra, when 
they apply to the Minister of Police, that he asks 
their motive for going to England ; and when they 
natarally reply, for amnsement, the pleasore of tra* 
veiling, and seeing the world. " Oh, if that is all," 
he leplies " why don't yon go to Vienna, which is in- 
finitely saperior in every other attraction P Besidefl, 
it would be pleasing to the Emperor to see hia' 
Italian nobles at conn. " Thus, many a silly fel- 
low has been coaxed, cajoled, and even compelled 
to act diametrically opposite to hia own wishes and 
inclinations, in order to meet the views of " the 
powers that be. " England ia a bad country fw 
an Austrian svbjea to viut. It wonld seem aa if 
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it expoTtsd noUinig bnt blood-boftes and Kb«lt 
ideas. 

The public ^rdcns are almys crowded, on 
Snnilays &nd holidayi, with wetl-dressed pedes- 
trians and handsome women, who reaort to them 
from every part of It^y. Hiey mix in the crowd 
with the citizens' wives and fair danghten, «r with 
die proud aristocracy of the land; walking np 
ind down, or sitting under the shade of trees, lis- 
tening to the mnaic of an excellent band, bdong- 
ing to one of the regimenta of the garrison, wbidi 
generally plays all the afternoon. There is at 
Milan an air of bnstle, wealth and Inxnry, which 
afaeds a Instra every where ; a happy miEtare of 
Ae French and Italian character ; and die scene is 
infinitely more attractive than the samenesB, dnl- 
nesB, and dnst of the et«ni^ Hyde Paric of a Lon- 
don morning — i. e. from five to sereo in the aftei^ 
noon. One of the most beantifnl wonten who ap- 
peared in the promenade, afterwaide dined at our 
table dlidte. She had been recently mairied to a 
^edmontese nobleman, and the couple were just 
arrived from Tnrin, having taken np their abode 
at the Croce di Malta. I bad several opportnni- 
Mes of admiring her frank easy manners, free fi^nn 
prudery or affectation. Apparently unconscious 
of her own attroctian, t^e assumed no dignified 
UTS. The ladies whom I saw at la Scala and in 
pnbtic during my stay, are in generd fair, bara 
good eyes, and laige features, bnt are someiritaC 
inclined to an&otgioint, wearing a great profosion 
of hair, real or false, divided into ringlets, lliere 
were amongst them certunly many very fine wo- 
men. I believe tbere is still mndi disupatien at 
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Alihn. A tfairat for pleasure seems ta pteireit, 
md many facilitieB ore afTOTded Tor ite indalgence. 
Hie great n^t for the opem ii Snndey, when it is 
•hrays nmre fashionably attended than at any otber 
time. Catholics consider, diat jf they attend cfanrch 
in Ae forenoon, hear mass, and relraiA from serrilt 
WNk the remainder of tb« day, ihey may, in the 
evemng, ettjoy any species of innocent amusement or 



Hie immense plain around Milan is bigkly col- 
tivated, bnt rather monotonons, and partly invn- 
Uated to raise crops of rice, the principal produc- 
tion of Lombardy. BVom this circnrnstsnce, and 
the great summer heat, it is at times unheahby— 
tbe atmosphere being heary, misty, and impregnated 
with a noximu efflnria, which drives the noble 
and wedthy citizens to their country villas on the 
banlm nf the lakes. Strangers are itaipressed widi 
atn most faronrable idea of the wealdi and taste 
of tbe Tffiluiese on approadiingtiirir cajrital, every 
tiling being on so grand a scale, willi broad roads, 
and fine arennes ^ trees; and the dty itself anp- 
ports the impression. It presents many handsome 
public edifices, either built or adorned by the late 
government, so that if money was extorted in op- 
pressive taxes and contributions, part of it was spent 
benefidally in employing tbe people. 

When aboilt to set off for Rome, llow moeh I 
regretted not having brought with me some good 
books of reference ; bat those of greatest utility 
are prohibited : even Gibbon's Decline and Fall of 
tiie Roman Empire, Siamondi's works, and Lady 
Morgan's Italy. Voluminous works take up ao 
much room, that when one baa no carriage of his 
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own, be ia obliged, to avoid being enciunber^ with 
higgage, to content himielf with aa few booka m 
poasible. Thoae on topognpby can always be 
foand on the ipot, and if in the language of the 
conntry, bo much the better, for with the aid of a 
dictionary a double pnrpoee is answered. Enstace's 
Claaaical Tour (not as a guide-book, bat for gene- 
ral informatiou and entertaionient) is certainly one 
of the best and most inatrnctive works I have read 
on Italy, —Tery mipeiior indeed to the common- 
place travels and tonra which are pnbliahed, and 
the nonaense wbidi ia believed in England. A 
clerical friend of mine told me that Eustace was 
out of foshion. I laugbe<t at the absurdity of his 
idea of fashion, extended to so ridiculous a pitch, 
preferring perhaps some neat octavo just issued from 
the press by a graduate of his own unifenity, to 
the standard and admirable work of a learned and. 
amiable author, because they differed on certeuu 
abatract points of theology. Enstoce had, how- 
ever, the gratification to see his Tour pass through 
half s dozen edidons before his death. 
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CHAPTER m. 

AUSTRIAN STATES. 

SqOember 20th. — In the north of Italy'tisvel- 
ling U excellent. Relays of pOBt-horaes majr be 
had at every stage ; and with a carriage of one'a 
own, the gronnd is got orer as expeditiously as in 
any other part of the Continent. In the Aoatriaa 
dominions there are sedia, or one-horse chaises on 
two wheels, with seats for a ungle person, to be 
hired at a moderate rate from one town to ano- 
ther. The diligence and conriers are entirely go- 
Temment concerns. The coaches of the former 
are strongly hnilt, and tolerably commodione, 
though somewhat heavy. They cany six inuda 
passengers, with three in the cabriolet, and are 
drawn by foor post-horses. A fixed fare ia exacted, 
as well Bs the gratification to the condnctor and 
postillions, all of which expenses geneiaUy amount 
to aboQt 35 centimes, or SJd. a mile. Eran the 
price of dinner and beds on the road Is r^olated 
by the proper anthorities, and inserted on ticket* 
delivered to travellers when they take their places^ 
with a view to prevent imposition. I observed we 
vere ascoited by gena d'armea^ who were relieved 
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St every Stage nnUt daylight. Veryfeiriiutanceeof 
bighway robbery noiv occur; bat aa occasioDnl at- 
tacks of banditti hare been made in some partB 
of Italy, particularly in the south, Buch precantioDi 
are considered necessary to protect the lives and 
property of trevellera agunst depredationH. 

We left Milan at midnight, and passed through 
Lodi at a very early hour in the moroing ; but 
did not cross the long wooden bridge over the 
Adda, BO celebrated from the brilliant and sue- 
cessfn) attack Buonaparte made upon it, during 
his first campaigns in Italy ; we passed, how- 
ever, almost tmder die tree where he rallied bis 
sreuadierB, and at their head forced the Austria^ 
intrenctimentB on the opposite bank. The ne:^ 
place we came to was Firrigbettoni, remarkaUq 
for having been the prison of Francis the Firett 
who nsB for some time detained in its strong Cart- 
refls. The warlike Julias the Second said tl^t ikp 
electors of Germany i^id the cardinals of Roin^ 
had committed a great mistake, for they ought to 
hare chosen the paufic Maximiliaii Pope, and 
himself Emperor. The succeeding Emperor, how- 
ever, was endowed with greater military and po- 
litical talents, for he twice defeated his rival Fran- 
ds ; first in hia election to the empire, and i- 
gain at Pavia, where, by the bad advice of Boni- 
ret, the French monarch divided his anny in 
the presence of his enemy, and received a lessoa 
which has served as a caution to every general since. 
The chivalrous Francis lost every thing " hors 
Ilionnenr ; " and during his detention as a prisonor 
in Spun, evep solicited assistance from the Tnitu, 
to whom be despalched Frangipani as an emisaarfi 
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requesting Soliman the Magoificent to eeponee tus 
canse. The SnltBii's answer ia still preserred in 
the Royal Library at Paris. There was littie to 

{ileaee the eye in this part of the country ; no de- 
ightfol valleys, do monatain scenery, no cascades 
or BtnpendonB crags, were to be seen. The whole 
road, during that day's journey, lay between straight 
rows of trees, over a continued fertile plwn, wa- 
tered by abnndant rivers and canals, presenting, on 
every side, rich meadows or highly cultivated Gelds. 
The towns and villages we passed through hod 
every appearance of wealth and prosperity, being 
inhabited by a hardy, indnstrioos population. It 
was then the season for the ville^iatura, when fa- 
milies repair to their country-houses, where they 
remain during the vintage, or until the cold drives 
them back to the cities. The peasantry were bosily 
employed at the vintage, which had just begun ; 
and as we approached Cremona, we met all ^ong 
the road carls drawn by dove- coloured oxen, and 
other vehicles, loaded with the purple treasures of 
Bacchus. As the afternoon advanced, the scene 
became more interesting, and afibrded us an op- 
portunity of witnessing the whole rural population, 
busily employed in their happiest pursuits, reap- 
ing die reward of their labours. A fastidious per- 
son should not'follow the vintagers forther, for I 
think the operations of the wine-press are quite 
di^nstiog. I have seen the peasants in Portugal 
take off their shoes, and dance about amongst the 
grapes. They then collect all the skins, and ex- 
tract the juice from them by means of the press, 
which is generally surrounded by a litter of piga 
impatiest for th^ share, the husks ; but, fortunate- 
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ly for trine-diiDken, the pn>c«w of fermentatiMi 
cairies off all imporiUea. In Italy the ptsctice is 
vmilar, but withont the four-footed BMistanta ; and 
in Lombardy especially, an nncommon degree of' 
order and deanliuese is obaervable in the mrftl 
menage. From theee remarlcs the Smptnral reader 
will perceive both the nniveniBlity of the cmbna, 
U also the nmplicity and force of the allusion to 
" treading the wine^press, " vhich bo often ocean 
in the writings of the Jewish prophets. 

At Cremona we stt^ped bnt a short time. Thfc 
place is better known fw the excellence of its Tiolos 
and other musical iostnunents, which are seen and 
ieard all over Europe, than for its school of punting ; 
for although few of the second-rate towns in Italy 
are more distingiuBhed in the annals of the art, ' 
neither Vasari nor Lanzi has menti(med its fonnw 
celebrity. But Count B. Viduii haa lately done 
justice to ita fame. Howerer, the artiste of Cre- 
mona hare not been altogether neglected by for- 
mer writeis ; for Petiwh speaks of Simon Martini, 
who painted soTeral portraits of Laura, and was the 
intimate friend of her lover. But the Cremona 
school was not founded till long after by the Cam- 
pi, of whom it justly boasts ; and Vidoni gives a 
long, and what is considered a very correct account 
of the difiereut masteis it baa produced, diqdayiug 
much taste in the aualyus of th^ works. 

When we reached Mantua, we got a ralet de 
plaoa to ptunt out the principal edifices, such as 
the I^ilace of Te— a Mrange name for the finest 
building in the aty, bestowed upon it because it 
is bwlt in the shape of the letter T. This pa- 
lace, as well as taveral of the dnrdns^ wwu built 
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Iran tfae deugna erf Ginlio Romuo, who ramded 
•ome yt*n tX the court of the Duke of Meatoa, 
aad raibelluhed many of the edi6e« with splendid 
frescos and picturea. The great attncti<H) which 
this remarkable building now preaenta, is the Sal 
di G^anti, or " HaU of the Giants," a lai^e qoad- 
nngular apwtment, round the endie walls of 
which, in a species of panoranu, ia the fomona 
freeco of the artist jast mentioned, representii^ 
the &11 of the TitaiH. Whether, aa r^arda its 
pneaA state of excellent presen>»tion, or the in- 
tnnaic merit of the compositum and giandenr of 
the style, this is one of the moat intereatmg works 
of modem art Some of these " Sons of Eardi " 
are seen blling headlong into the sea, with ghastly 
wonnds ; in another place they are crushed, and 
writhbg in fearfol agony, beneath enormoof rocky 
massei ; while others are beheld as if hnrled " sheet 
o'er the cxystal battlements " by the thunder of 
Omnipotence. All this sublimity of thoi^ht, bow- 
erer, is mnch impaired by the smallnees of the 
apace ; for, exteosire aa the ball is, die eye is al> 
lowed to ^proach too aeu, and to meaaore too 
doeely, the merely corporeal energies of die waik. 
It is a fine trait in Beonsparte's character, that 
when bestt^ng Mantoa, dien defended by the 
Avatnans onder oldWurmser, he turned his cannon 
from this, though a favom^le point of attack, lest, 
by the destruction of the place, this pictore might 
beforevertoattotheworld. Andrea Mantegna also 
OBiicbed many of the chnrdiefl and palaces of Man- 
tna withtheprodnctioM ofbisadmirdilepencil. I 
had merely time to step into the old ducal palace, 
— • hMTy Gothic buildingi not paiticttlniy a*- 
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tntctire, to sdmire its prindpal apartments. MantnL 
is the native place of Virgil. A ststne bas been 
erected to hie memory in one of tbe halls of the 
Palace of Justice ; and the French, who liked R 
little ostentation, caused a column an<l bust, in 
hononr of the Montuui bard, to be placed in the 
Mincio, a public walk. The aitnation of this for- 
tified town IB very remarkable. Sarronoded hy 
water and a flat country, it can only be approached 
by bridges. There are two lakes of considerable 
extent, with reedy shores, in the direction of Ve- 
rona and Cremona, which, with the large tract of 
marshy ground around the city, render it very an- 
healihy. Partial draining, and tbe improvement 
of the land of late years, has had a beneficial ef- 
fect on the ^r; but the place is still very subject 
to intenuitteat fevers. 

My compaDion was so anxious to view the Ca- 
thedral, that we had it opened for our insptetion 
by torch-light, 1 could see well enough, even under 
so great a disadvantage, to admire its beautiinl 
fluted Corinthian columns, supporting a second 
range of Composite ones, which separate the nave 
from tbe aisles. There are many defects in thia 
magnificent structure, I understand : not in the 
original design, which does honour to the archi- 
tectural talents of Giulio Romano, but in the awk- 
ward attempts to repair the ravages of time, by 
overloading tbe wall with ornaments in extremely 
bad taste ; but fortunately the lateness of the hour, 
Knd the imperfect light by which I saw it, prevent- 
ed me from perceiving them. 

Verona, which we next visited, claims tbe b(^- 
Dour of being the birthplace of Vitnititu, probably 
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tbe greateet architect tbe world baa produced. The 
arch of Gari ia attributed to him, bat It pr«Beiits 
a very imperfect specimen of hia abilities ; altbongh, 
I believe, it is tbe only one of whicb his native 
place can boast. There are two modern gates, 
the Porta Naova and Porta di Palioi of rnsUc ma- 
Boory , with Doric colamns, both by the architect 
San Micbeli. The moat celebrated native of Ve- 
rona, in modem ^es, is tbe Marquis Sdpio Maffei, 
who lived to a very advanced age> He is best 
known as the author of Merope, a snbject drama- 
tized by Euripides, and also by two of tbe greatest 
French and Italian poets of the day> Voltaire and, 
Alfieri. Maffei was the first who sncceeded in 
iotrodacing the Tragic mnse into Italy, and in com- 
posing a tragedy withont love, m any of the ro- 
mantic taste of the French drama ; exciting and 
fit^porting the interest of the plot solely by the 
danger to winch a toother exposes a beloved son. 
As a proof of the popularity of tbia admirable 
piece, the nuprecedeuted number of sixty editiona 
were printed and sold witbb a few years after ita 
first performance at Modena. Maffei also ranks 
high as an historian ; not of Uiat vagne and arid 
class, limited to the record of focta and dates, si- 
milar to a dictionary, whicb loads tbe memory with- 
out improring tbe mind. He traces tbe genius 
and bnlts of men, the effects of their passions on 
the manners and ignorance of the age, and ^ 
benefits or misfortones they caused to the wwld, 
by following the progreaa of arts and sciencea, as 
well as of arms and litPTature. History, treated in 
this manner, becomes predons to posterity, and af- 
fords bath pleasore and instraction. As a proof 
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of the eatitnation in which this learned man nu 
held in bis natire city, a ststne mu maed in ho- 
nonr of him about a centory ago, with a plain in- 
scription " To the Marquis Scipio Maffei dur- 
ing his lifetime ; " which Voltaire said was eqiu- 
Talent to the compliment Montpellier pud to the 
Grand Monarque, by erecting a statne to " Lonit 
14ae aprgs sa mort."' 

Tbe renowned amphitheatre is a m^ificent 
moDnment of the Roman empire in the days of ita 
greatest power, and jnatly considered the chief or- 
nament of Verona. It ia of anoTalform, constmcted 
of large aqnare blocka of marble, the extreme length 
of the ellipaia being 500 feet. Three tier of Doric 
columns ornament ilifferent atoriee, which are nu- 
ticated arcades. The exterior has auSered mnch ; 
bnt in the interior no marks of decay are now per- 
ceptible, owing to its having been leatored about 
two centnriea ago. It atill retmns forty rows irf 
eloping marble seats for spectatota. The local au- 
thorities have suffered a small wooden theatre to 
be erected in the arena, for the performance of co- 
medies in the daytime. This erection rather spoils 
the sublime effect of an sndent edifice, wben oc- 
cnpied by a motley audience applauding the miae- 
nble wit of Arlecchino and a set of strolling players, 
whoae mnmmeries are any thing but in keeping 
with tiie noble scene by which they are snr- 
rounded. 

To gratify the curiouty of English travellers, 
the paendo-sarcophagns of Juliet is pointed out 
to them in a deligfatfiil garden, the site of a con* 

• " To Louii XIV. after bii death." 
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vent) said to hare l^een " th« tomb of all the €»• 
pulels." Thie city, Verona, was, at all eventa, the 
Bcene of Komeo and Jnliet, as well as of aaother 
admirable drama of our immortal bard. It mmt, 
therefore, have an ideal charm for every Eoglish- 
man, to whom the name of Verona sounds some- 
vhat familiar. Independently of these associa- 
tions, it has the attraction ofabeantiful aitnation,oa 
the liver Adige, which separates the two towns Ve- 
rona and Veronetta. The latter place is ornamented 
with sevaral fine chnrches, of an architectore that 
doea not disgrace the birthplace of Vitmvius him* 
self. One of them, St George, ia remarkable for 
its fine cupola, the work of Sansovino : it also con- 
tains some very good pictures by Paulo Veronese 
and Tintoretto. I spent a few hoars in the cathe- 
dral, which is adorned by a nnmber of Titians, 
Bellinos, and other paintings by celebrated maslerB 
of the Venetiait school, much better worth look- 
ing at than the bnilding itself, which is in the Go- 
thic style, and not remarkable either for beauty 
orfll«^;ance. Beingthehead-qoartersof theAustriaa 
troops in Italy, a very strong garrison is maintmned 
in Verona. A better point could not be selected as 
a central dep6t, ae it is equidistant from Milan and 
Venice, and near the high road to Vienna, which 
is always kept in the best state of repur, to en- 
able dbe Emperor to reinforce his Italiau anny at 
the flhortest notice, by either of the two great 
passes of the Alps situated in his own dominions. 
The Corso, and a few other streets of Veronal 
are handsome. The Parade, or I^azza d'Arme, 
is now an elegant public walk, of which the 
amphitheatre fwrma the centre ; and which ia 
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crowded in Hm eTening whk Inliea sad gmHe- 
men, thoiuaida of whom are Mtrtcted aAar 
amwet to evgof the cool pleaaut ur, and to hen 
«ome bMatihil piecm of martial mnsic There 
are nvenil Caf^s in the Piuza d'Aime, with 
awninga spread in front of them, under wbich cof- 
fee, ice«, and atber refreahmenta, are aeryed to 
Ae nnmerons gronpa from the promenade. 1 
took tnocb pleaanre in Tiewing t»e acene ontil a 
late honr. When die clash of the military Iwnd 
ceased, the company aeon after dispened, and I 
was left almMt alone, contemptating, by the reflec- 
tion of a few gfiniihering faunpa, the roasaiVe dark 
walls of that rast fabric, so often stuned with dito 
blood of gladiaMrs, and many other victims of die 
crimes and ferocity of the Imperial Romans. 

Some faonra before daylight next morning, I 
waa Bummoned to take my place in tbe diligence. 
I genetally prefer die cabriolet, wiiere the cob- 
dnctor aits, that I may hare a better view «f tbe 
country ; and I therefore lost no dme in secaringU 
widi my fellow-trareller. There were aix per- 
aonB to accommodate inside ; and an extra vehicle 
was reqmred for die other passengeia, one of whom, 
a Milanese lady, was desirtd to take faer place Id 
it, which she refused to do, when ahe aaw that it ' 
was an open gig exposed to die cold moraing air. 
The condnttdre remonstrated, nrging, tbsii as i^e 
waa the last arrived, the coach being ftdl, she wwild 
be under tbe neceaaity to anbmit. She peeped in, 
and seeii^ it contuned only men, exdaimed, with 
amost poetic air, " Como ipotsibile, tattti htto- 
mmi latdartvnaDmtna aohviagffiaremimleff- . 
no $copa1o /" '* How ia it poeaible fmr ao many 
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men to allow a Mlitaiy female to tnird in m 
open Tehide 1 " Althoit|B;h she was neidiei yonng 
taor handsome) I felt my gallantry m> forcibly ap< 
pealed to by the stFesB she lud on liie wOrda und 
Zhrma aoh, that I conld not refiwn from offering 
to resign my seat ; which waa not, however, ac- 
cepted of, for a cloae carrii^ was soon after pro* 
cored for her. Hiia anrmonnted all difficnltieB, 
and we continned onr roate towards Vicenza. 

When the son rose from die Adriatic, we disco* 
rered on the left the long chun of Alps, rUc& 
sepoiatea Germany from Italy, and enjoyed a fine 
drive over a fertile pUn, through beantifolly fes- 
tooned vinea on erery side, supported on mnltierry 
trees. A few honrs brong^t ns to the Teaina, 
which we crossed, over a handsome stone bridge ; 
and soon after we passed dirou^ the splendid mo- 
dem gate at the entrance of VicenZa, which hab 
qnite the appearance of a trinmphsl arch. As we 
only intended staying one day, a dcerone waa 
immediately enga^d to accompany ns to the 
most remarkable works of Palla^o, v/ho was the 
ftther of that style of ardiitectnre introduced in- 
to England by Intgo Jonee. TUs embent Ita- 
lian artist has studied VitrnvlDs's Works in the true 
spirit of their anther ; and to bim the art is indebt- 
ed for its purest style, many specimens of whidi 
in Vicenza, his native place, evince bis well-earned 
fame. Most of the principal public and private 
edifices of the dty are either the wnrkmanship of 
this celebratedptactiiCBl antiquary, or Iniilt from 
his designs. The first we went to was his owa 
house, which presents an elegant and simple mo- 
del of architectural skill, though under the dls- 
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sdrantMge of being coac«aled in ft narrow con- 
fined street. 

Tbe Olympic theatre astonished and pleased me 
most. Its permanent, fixed scenes, represent three 
atreels, or majestic areooes, divei^ing from tbe 
Bti^, according to the most perfect rules of per- 
Bpective. Palaces, munificent dtrelliogs, and tri- 
nmpbsl arches are erect«d in alto rellero, short- 
enin^f and diminishing perspective)}'. The pra> 
aceniom is conseqnenUy much diminished in 
mze. The columns are of the Corinthian order, 
the iuter-colnmniations being filled up with niches 
and statues. The form is semi-eUiptical, with 
eereral rows of seats, rising as in amphitheatres ; 
hut, fivm the narrowness of the situation, it is 
not calcnlated to contain many spectators. This 
splendid epedmen of architecture is encompaBS- 
ed all round with a frame-work of staira; and 
St the summit of the receding galleries, there is 
S corndor. Abore is a light and well-propor- 
tioned attic, the pannels of which are ornament- 
ed] with hassi relievi. Although it was built not 
more than 350 years ^;o, one imagines he - 
sees a Roman theatre, as Palladio followed tba 
exact propor^ns recommended by VitruTins, 
who borrowed from tha Greeks his plans foe 
the construction of ancient theatres. The M»- 
donna del Monte is some miles distant from the 
town; and unfortunately my time did not permit 
me to new its Jkmons portico, s series of arched 
arcades, extending for more than a mile up the 
whole ascent of the hill, under which many de- 
votees may be seen performing their pilgrimi^e 
TQHm their knees. Heither conld I visit the Ro- 
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tnnda di Capra, also a vork of Pall&dio, which has 
been imitated by Lord Burlington in the Dake of 
Devonshire's qaadrefrontal villa at Cbeswick, the 
best Bpeclmen in England of the Palladian style 
of domestic architecture. 

We went from Vicenza to Padaa next day, 
the drive along the hanks of the river bebg ex- 
tremely interesting. The country had a gay and 
animated appearance ; popnlons vilUgee, coon- 
try seats and Palladian villas, with fine gardens, 
diversity the scene on both sides of the Brents, 
the resort of many noble Venetians, who wish at 
that happy season of the year to enjoy the pleasure 
of vell^giatnra. It was qnite dark ere we reached 
Mestra, where we emlWked in a lai^ gondola 
to cross the Laguna. We then entered the great 
canal of Venice; and I was quite enchanted with 
the appeuvnce of ^e " Queen of the Adriatic, " 
anticipating the pleasure of a more perfect view 
in the morning, for star and lamp-light are ill cal- 
culated to enable one to judge o£ its wonders. 
The feint glimmering from the windows of its 
marble palaces, served more to bewilder my senses, 
than to enlighten them, at the hour of midnight. 

Early the following moming, as I sat in one 
of the balconies of the hotel, the calm waters 
of the great canal of Venice rippling agunst the 
bridge of the Rialto immediately before me, I 
thought of the Dandoli, the Foscari, the Giusd- 
niani, the Morosini, and other great and power- 
ful men, who once lived in those old massive 
palaces, reclining in the lap of luxury, surround- 
ed by Asiatic splendour, and armed with power. 
But now when I tarn my eyes towards those 
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bnildinga, they are deserted by tbdr lord*. The 
Sjiiccessors of that ambitions anstocracy, who built 
mansioDB suited to the fierce grandear of their Tree 
and elenited Diinde, are aov degraded, and these 
palaces are the abodes of strangers or menials, who 
seem lost in the msgnificeace of such splendid halls. 
Venice, dw city from whose story Shakspeare chose 
die anfaject of some of his plays, is ao longer brilli- 
aat and flourishing. It hears evideat tntces of pre- 
mature decay. The life is gone ; it« once gay in-, 
habitants are dwindled ioto the abject subjects of 
a foreign and detested prince. The empty gloomy- 
looking gondolas, the balf-deserted quays, bridges 
and streets, of the once famed " City of the Wa>% 
ters, " all indicate that slavery, want, and (q)pre»- 
uon, hare usurped the place of freedom, ricbei, 
and power. 

After a short walk through narrow crooked 
lanes, I directed my steps towards the Kazzs di 
San Marco, and felt the contrast moat fordbly on 
Altering a magnificent square surronnded on three 
^des by handsome boildinga designed by the u^> 
chitect Saneovino, all of which have galleries of 
open arcades on the groond-floor. This square ia 
terminated by the metropolitan church of San Mar- 
co, snrmonnted by its five cupolas — over the rich 
mosaic front of which, the celebrated bronze horees, 
the supposed workmanship of Lysippus, whii^ 
successively adorned Cqpstontinople, Venice and 
Paris, have agfun resumed their station. Thisi 
well-known edifice forms so prominent an object 
in many pictures of the Venetian school, that it 
was perfectly familiar to me. The Piaziiwtta, or 
•mailer sqoare, ia cm one ude overlooked by tb^ 
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dncftl palace, and is also ornamented with two 
beautiful granite columns of immense beigbt, ons 
SDppordng tbe winged lion of St Mark, the patron 
of Venice, and the other a statue of St The<)dare, 
for \rhoBe memory the Republic had a tingnlar 
veneration — be hariog been titular patron of the 
church of St Mark, before tbe body of the Evan- 
gelist was translated to it. 

A ferUle field for reflection is offered when 
contemplating the existing state of this once power- 
ful Republic, which for centuries gave laws to 
many kingdoms, and was mistress of the com- 
merce of tbe MediterraaeEin, tbe Levant, and even 
of India. We see it now rednced to a second- 
rate town, and with all its territories, merely 
a province of the House of Anatris. With diffi- 
culty can the imagination conceive tbe once dreaded 
effect of that receptacle for secret denunciation ; 
bnt tbe sight of the " Bridge of Sighs, " its neigh- 
bouring dangeon and towers, serve to recal to the 
mind the arbitrary and despotic Council of Ten, 
which overawed the Republic and ita Doge. The 
scene of Marino Falieri'a punishment was pointed 
ont to me. It reminds one of the power of the 
aristocracy, and their sammary mode of exer- 
cising it. Count Dam, in his History of Venice, 
has unravelled the dark and fearful labyrinth o( 
that oligvchical tyranny with laborions attention ; 
and so infamous were the institutes of the Counci], 
that assassination and poisoning were enjoined bf 
one of its ordinances. 

I most eay that the Dncal palace, not as a 
building, but from the associations connected with 
ita interesting history, gratified me more than any 
r 2 
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royal or imperial palace I bad iiitliertQ seeo. It w 
biult in that rossUTe eemi-Gotbic and Arabeeqne 
uyle, with pointed archeS) its walla chequered with 
red and white marble, Bymmetrically dispofied, and 
baviog its gigantic stun approached by eight dif- 
ferent galea. Of the many edifices which Venice 
contuiu remarkable for their architectnre, or for tixif 
aplendonr of their interior, none is superior to tbis 
in the magnificence of its halls and galleries, which 
are covered with paintings by Paolo Veronese, 
Titian, Bassano, and other eminent masters, illus- 
trating the history and great exploits of the com- 
monwealth. One of the most remarkable pictores 
ia the Senate-hall, represents the great naysl vic- 
tory guned by the Venetians over the Emperor 
Otho ; and another the interview between his fa- 
der Frederic Barbaroasa and Pope Alexander III., 
who is in the act of setting his foot on the Em- 
peror's neck, in the porch of St Mark's church. 
BarbaroBsa, after hie signal defeat by tbe Vene- 
tians, aided by their Milanese and Sicilian alliee^ 
certainly came to Venice, and abjured tbe schiam 
in favour of Octavian, whose pretensions to tbe 
chair of St Peter he had previoosty supported. 
So far, the subject may be a very fit one for a pic- 
ture ; but tbe whole of the pretended humiliation 
(though by many, such as my cicerone, implicitly 
believed) is a notorious forgery, as inconsistent 
with reason aa with the singular meekness of Alex- 
ander, who not only treated bis rivals widi the 
greatest humanity and forbearance, but even en- 
tertained Calistns, one of the number, at his own 
table. Hie silence of all contemporary writers, 
apd tbe poaitive contadiclion giTen to it by jnd^- 



CHURCH OF ST MARK— HOBILITV, T9 
cuiiiB Ustorians, demonstrate the absiirdity of tba 
ftible ; and a piclnre painted, fonr bimdred years 
aftenvarda, amoonls to no proof of the fact. Poets 
and painters are eqiully allowed the liberty oT 
fictiao and emblematical representations ; conae- 
qaently their antboiity in each matters is seldom 
correct^ or at best entitled to much weight. 

The metropolitan chorch of Son Marco, the old- 
est in Venice, waa built in the tenth century, and 
enriched with gold, marble and mosaic, the plun- 
der of the East. The body of St Mark, bronght from 
Alexandria, was also deposited in it. This stmctnre 
forms a striking contrast to the pure and elegant 
Gredan style of architecture. Instead of the an- 
dent gracefnl eimplidty of that school, it is bearr 
and orerloaded with omamevt. The fire gilded 
domes are too low, and the effect of the interior 
ia in a great measure lost, owing to the imperfect 
light which is admitted into it ; so that notwith- 
standing the richness of iia gilding, ita splendid 
mosucs and other cariosities, the whole edifice is 
in bad taste ; far, in ita constmction, the Venetians 
did not limit tfaemselres to copy with fidelity the 
best parts of the chnrch of St Sophia. 
. From the few opportunities a short stay afforded 
me, I cannot be supposed to know much of the 
Venetians as a people ; but, judging from the little 
which X saw of them, as well as from their history, 
I could not help feeling deeply interested in every 
thiig coDDected with so celebrated a dty. The 
nobility is divided into fonr classes ; and it is not a 
little surpriung, that, nntil witiiin a very few years, 
lineal descendants of all the twelve tribunes of the 
first class, who elected the Gist Doge in the 8th 
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century, were ia existence. Even the second clais, 
those whose names are found in the golden book 
of the aristocTBcy established in 1289, is, with very 
few exceptions, more ancient than oar oldest Eng- 
lish nobility ; and yet this is one of the newest 
States of Italy. Such is the comparative antiqui- 
ty of different countries, or rather families. Tiw 
descendants of these patricians still bear an excellent 
character for honour, mildness, and integrity. The 
ladies are handsome, and renowned for their wit 
and amiability. It is impossible not to admire 
their tall graceful figures, their dark eyes, and fine 
fnlt open foreheads upon which their rich black 
ringlets repose. Even amongst the females of the 
lower orders, many are lovely and elegant in face 
and figure. With protmded eager lips, end ex- 
pressive months, they have little of the usual hue of 
the Italian climate on their cheeks. There is also 
something extremely pleasing in the sound of the 
Venetian dialect, contrasted with the hanfaer ac- 
cents of the Milanese. The language of the women> 
in particnlar, is quick, vehement, and expressive. 

Venice is considered a corrupt city. If it is so, 
ita depravity is certainly distinct from that of nor- 
thern capitals, a difference attributable partly to cli- 
mate. The Venetianshavemany of the vices of luxury 
and civilization ; hut from what I could perceive or 
discover, I do not think there ia so much vice, dis- 
sipation and licentiousness, as is generelly supposed; 
nor are these qualities accompanied by that disguet- 
ing sensuality, which indicates a total went of feel- 
ing-, decorum, and good-breeding. During the cai^ 
nival, there are six or seven theatres open. Balk, 
masquerades andotheramusements, are still frequen- 
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ted ; bnt Inm the great change of fortnne tuiHHig- 
ibe higher and middle clasBes of societyt there la 
mnch Bonbre gftyety, and many heavy hearts amidst 
this outward show of mirth and ftirolity; bat still 
the delightful city of Venice poesesaea many ad- 
vantages for strangera. Living is cheap, and 
the climate temperate, and even delightful) ex- 
cept during the antumn, when the ^ is reckoU' 
ed inaalnbriouB. Amusement and isstmction are. 
easily procured. It ia, moreover adorned with not 
a few splendid monmaents of the arts, though im- 
poverished hy foreign rapacity, and an ancongenial. 
govemmeut, which casts an ur of gloom where 
gayety and prosperity reigned before. 

At the conwTsaxiojie, I found the aodety plea- 
sant and easy. When introduced to the lady of the 
mansion, I was nnifonDly treated with that polite at- 
tention which distinguishes Italians ia their inter- 
course with foreigners ; and I acknowledge, that the 
general urbanity of manners I have observed to pre- 
Tail tbronghont Italy, has contributed greatly to dis- 
pel the unfavourable impresuons caused by the fre- 
quent misrepresentations made hy most travellers in 
regard to them. I now moralize less on the vicious 
propensities attributed to Italians than I did be- 
fore ; because I have had opportnoities of ascertun- 
ing the gross prejudices on which oar ideas vi 
their immorality are often founded. 

We went one day to the Scuola ddle beUe 
Arti, or Academy of the Fine Arts, held in ona 
of the buildings formerly occupied by the con- 
&atemity Delia Carita. This establishment con- 
■ista of several lai^ge saloons filled with pictures, 
forming a valuable nstiaDal gallery, which ia en-j 
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riched by Bome of the best wtH-ks of tbe eminent 
mastera of the Venetiaa school, partimlarly o( 
the great Tidan, who justly ranks at ita head. 
SevenJ of Titian's pictnres are here, including his 
celebrated cbef-d'oBuvre, the Assumption of the Vir- 
gin, restored to brilliancy from a state of decay. 
This, with sixty others of the same collectioD, have 
retamed from their visit to Paris, — a proof of their 
excellence, — for the French deserved the credit of 
beiog connoisseius in the selections they made. 
None bnt gema of art were admitted among their 
plonder. 

The artists of the Venetian school seem to have 
penetratedintotheVeryessenceof painting, applying 
themselves ardendy to the contemplation of na- 
ture, and seizing all the fescinations of colonring, 
which had been so mnuh disregarded by their pre- 
decessors ; and Titian, whose portraits are always 
marked by dignity of character and elegance of cos- 
tume, and whose productions are so esqnisite for 
brilliancy of tints, has justly oht^ned the title of 
chief colourist, notwithstanding the well-founded 
dums of Rabens and Vandyke. The other dis- 
tinguished artists of the Venetian school are Bel- 
lino, Titian's master, the two Palmaa, VittoHo 
Carracci, Bassano Tintoretto, Paulo '\''eronese, Gle- 
orgiano, and Sebastiaoo del Piombo, whose perfor- 
mances are all imbued with the same peculiar char- 
acteristics ; such as, perfect distribution of light and 
shade, truth of colonr, correct eye for nature, and 
boldness of touch. 

I lingered long among the works which adorn 
this noble gallery, graced by such great names ; 
and afterwards saw a statue of the muse Folyhym- 
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nia, with some beautiful piecM of Bcnlptnre by Ca- 
noTB, and a good many caats of the finest autiqnea, 
placed in other rooms. 

The Scuoli, or Halls of the FraternitieH, alx in 
number, nero all eappresaed about thirty years 
ago, when the French Republic superseded the 
Venetian. That which now seirea as ft public 
gallery, and the Scnola di San Rocca, are the only 
ones which hare been kept in repair. The latter 
is remarkable for the beanty of its building, and 
the fine collection of paintings it contains, chiefly 
by Tintoretto, who bad all the boldness of pencil 
and vaiiety of design of Michael Aogelo, com- 
bined with the fine colouiing of Titian. It is to 
he r^etted, that so many of the pictures of this 
most expeditions and rapid punter were left in an 
nnfinished state. Several of them hare also suf- 
fered from the ravages of time. 

The Piazza di San Marco is one of the most 
enchanting places of public resort that can he ima- 
gined. Under its colonnade, on three sides of 
the square, are shops of all descriptions, and cof- 
fee-houses frequented by Greeks, Jews, and Chris- 
tians. The former are generally smoking in the 
true Oriental style, and the latter enjoying their 
coffee or ices. Finely dressed ladies, escorted 
by cavaliere $ervmH, are seated under awninga 
at all hoiva of the evening, listening to the de- 
lightfiil music of the harp or the guitar, as accom- 
paniments to the fine melodious voices of itinerant 
musicians, who take their stamens before the most 
fashionable cafes. We remarked no splendid eqm- 
psges (for carriages are unknown in Venice) ; but 
parties are seen constantly lauding from gondolas, 
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or gUiTmg past. Perbapa the gondolien< ue singtiig 
(he yenea of TasBo in porta ; or, if the night ia dark, 
black akiK may be observed moTiDg along on the 
anrtaco of tbe water in every direction, with their 
solitary lamps, forming altogether a acene so novd 
and striking, and bo very onllke onr Northern 
manners, that the effect it prodnces caniiot easily 
be obliterated from the mind. 

The principal theatre, the Tenice, was not open ; 
iai the second-rate ones, San Marco and Sao 
Benedetto, are not much resorted to by the dilli- 
tanti. I went occasionally to the opera, and once 
saw Tancredi perfonned. Its delightfnl mnsic iS 
jnst what I conceive sweet sonnds shonld be ; not 
merely a scientific art, hut a pleasing recreation 
adapted for the amnsement of every hnman being 
possessed of ears or Feelings. Justice, however, 
was not done to the charming open; for the pet- 
fonners were all mediocre, except the prima 
donna, and she did not sing that deligbtfat arietta 
of Rossini, " Tu eke aecvdi," with so great a 
d^ree of taste, parity and science, as I have often 
heard it in London. 

It is related by tbe Venetians of Rossini, that 
when composing a bravura for the entrance of 
Timcredi, he did not at first sncceed in pleasing 
the prima donna who was to sing it. Almost In 
despair, he retnmed home, with little appetite for 
dinner.fais mind so preoccupied. Having seated him- 
self at tbe piano, and, whilst the rice was cooking, 
(which is invariably tbe first dish in the north of 
Italy), the idea of the divine aria, " Di tantipal- 
piti " suddenly stmck hira, and by tbe ^me tbe ric6 
was Mired np, he had composed probably the fin«st 
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Imiraim be ever prodnced. Vnta ikia drcam- 
MMKe it mts called L'aria dt riixi, " " Tbe air of 
•be litM, " as it 18 coBtomaiy for the cook to in* 
liaate, " Bttogna meOere i riezi, " " It is Ciine to 
■arm ap ibe rice, " to }ti«TfiBt iu beiag orerdone, 
otpiTaleBt to i^ging tbe diDiier4baU. This opera 
nt^liabed the repatatioD of the Cnao Mse«teo, on 
whom tbe eyes aad ean of (be mnatcal world have 
as long been fixed. 

Venice k the natiTe i^aoe of Goldoni, who may 
be Hid to have iatrodnced Conedy ammgst the 
Ilaliaiw. He Grat rafotmed theu' depraved taato 
for the maachere of ^e commedia del' ane, where 
the Arlecchi&o of Bergamo, tbe Dottore of Bo- 
ligBO, -and the Fant^Me of Venice, are d>e per- 
awagee who oaricetate and barlesqne mtionai act* 
ngjipeiliaptbeptdilicttalefortbeeii^ywcotoftba 
geanioe dnma. GUildoni wrote dmoat as maay 
UMidaKl ItaUen plajw at Molietv did »( French. 
liHener aaw anyAf AUeh'a or MeMe'^ Ui^diea 
p^rea on ted-; inl tf i may be allowed to jndga 
bomtfaeperfonnaaeeof tfaeScnonsOpemflaboald 
■wf, that nei^er Italian talant ner Italian laete are 
mnchcdapted to tin derMKoristici'Of the Tragic 
■iOM. They do aot atudy Bfttare saSdeDlly, and 
their deolanalian i* fiuieed and monotooona ; nor 
ii tbe deep and refined eentiaieiit of tragedy snited 
M ^leir aaiwal dispoaition. 

Mnaic it the BaiTersiil reeowee of tbe Venctiaa 
faabioaablea, vbo ddigfat in diecntBiag what they 
coBaidar a na^onal en^ect. Their enthnaiaHn or 
naiwaity tawwda pnrtictdar compoacra, appear 
■liLeiii—iiiim aadahnnl to oar nltramontane ima* 
giBMioag;. finn tin oanunoa pe<^ betfir than- 
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•elves in so gnre «n affair, oppoaing innoratloiu 
' in ar^ thing connected with what they term the 
" divine art " of mnaic, and they display aa much 
zeal and ferronr in the canse of a Cimaroaa, a I^i- 
eiiello, or a Rosaini, aa if they were the heads of po- 
litical parties. or rel^ioua sects. This mania is k 
barmlesa one, and those possessed of it are perhaps 
more to be enried than ridiculed. Dramatic sob- 
jecia, too, are now very often chosen from the works 
of oar great English poets. Hamlet, Othello, and 
the Lady of the Lake, hare all been snccessfnlly 
dramatised. Niccolini, a tragic writer of Florencet 
Manzoni, and Ginlio Genoisco of Naples, are redc- 
oned among their best living dramatists. 

We got into a gondola one lovely day to vieir 
kisnrely the great canal, which tiBrerses, in a ser- 
pentine line, the whole city. The gondola is tha 
general conveyance for all classes, in a place tha 
inhabitants of which may be stud to live ufom 
the water ; and where there are no carriagea, 
nor indeed any nse for them, the lesser canals pe- 
netrating to every part of the town, and the streeta 
being too narrow except for foot-passengers. We 
pursued our course till we reached the amenal, 
which covers a great many acrea of groond, and is 
ntnated on an i^and upwards of fire miles in ci^ 
eamference, snrronnded by very high walls. I 
bad much gratification in examining an eetablish- 
Bent (though now of little utility), which, in ita 
day, had equipped those numerous fleets of galleys 
that conquered the enemies of Venice, and planted 
the banner of St Mark all over the Mediterranean. 
I rather think we owe to the Veoetiaus the ptae- 
tics of conetrncting ships of war. under a nwf «r 
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■lied, &dopted iince the peace in all the Engliah 
dock-jsrdH, and whidi protecia the timben eo well 
from the iajnrioQB effecU of the treather. The 
foondiy, armoury, slips, mast-houses, and other 
parts of this establithment, though Boall, are on a 
Terjr excellent plan, and only inferior to similar 
departments in Britain. At the entrance are still 
in excellent preservation the two lions of marble, 
brought from Athens by Morosini, and which were 
originally placed on the Knens by Tbemistocles. 

We next landed on the ground formerly occupied 
by the Convent of San Ambrogio, where the French 
government caused a public walk to be made. lie 
situation on the south-east ptunt of the city, and 
in the midst of the laguna, near many of the smaller 
islands, ia delightful, commanding an exteaeive 
view. Fine avenues of trees, and pleasant walks, 
have been formed with infinite labour to render 
this charming spot one of recreation for the Vene* 
tiana. They seem, however, to n^lect it. Even 
on a Snaday, the great day for public promenades 
on the Continent, I did not observe a dozen of per- 
•ons. The people of Venice are so much accoe- 
tomed to rowing about on the canals and laguna, 
instead of walking in public squares and green fields, 
they still prefer gondolas to carriages ; and it ia 
very difficult to change the habits of an entire city. 

The Anstrians are even less popular in Venice 
dian at Milan, where, although disliked, the House 
of Hapsbuig is not unknown. Ever eince the 
death of the last of the Sforzas, Lords of Milan, 
near three centuries ago, until Napoleon's victo* 
ries totally changed every lalian government, the 
Aottriaa dynasty, with same intervals not of long 
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dvistion, had posaeaeed die finest Mihatoe pi** 
Tincea ; but the Venetians, for upwards of ten cen- 
turies, bad been ruled by their native aristecraeyy 
snder the fona of a repablic, which althongh snffi- 
dently despotic, left the people the repatation of en- 
joying free inatitntiops ; and if the Venetians conld 
■erer brook the French, even before Bnonaparte an- 
nexed their dominions to the kingdom of Italy, mni^ 
leaa can they now be snpposed to feel B&tinfied nndei* 
an odions foreign sway, alike at nriance with thew 
Banners and ancient form of gorerament. 

Fiancis, though a good natored and paternal mm- 
leign at home, is an oppreaeive and barah mwtef 
towards bia Italian subjects, against whom an illt- 
benl aystem is pnrsned. This oppression la par- 
ticntarly fell at Venice, whose intereata are aacrifie* 
«d in wder to advance diose of the rival and more 
Inly Aaatrian port of Trieate ; in am«e(|aence of 
which, the popolation of Venice, which, thirty 
years ago, was 118,000, is now mvch ander 
100,000, one-third of whom are without snffdent 
means of eabaiatence ; while Fadna, which doea 
not even depend upon trade, has, within the sam 
period, increaaed in like proportion, chiefly hy emi- 
grstion irom Venice. Most of the palacea an 
thus abandoned; aa the old nobility to whom Aey 
belong are overwhelmed by the expense of mam- 
ttining them ; by die unequal taxation to which 
they are subjected ; and by the loss of those sinecnrei 
held under the Republic, fimn which they derived 
a great part of their income. Nor are tbe lower 
wdere better aitnated ; mannfiMmirera, tradee-peo* 
pte and sailors, being without employment. Venica, 
bke all other RepnUica, wns in (act an artificial 
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ereaUon. While her port was free as a depot of 
commerce from EtU conalries, and while she waa 
governed by enlightened native mt^iatrates, her 
Bplendonr was preserved ; but now I fear she is 
■nnk too low ever to recover her former proud 
position in the rank of nationa. 

After a row through the harbonr, which is very 
apacious and well sheltered from winds, I went 
to see the extensive Porto Franco, eHtsblished a 
few years ago on the island of St George, nearly 
opposite to die Piazza di San Marco. There were 
very few ships of any description in the port, and 
not one under English colours. They chiefly con- 
eisted of small coasting vessels, whose voyages 
seldom extend beyond the Adriatic ; and as 1 had 
some idea of taking a passage to Ancona by water, 
I went on board one of them, a bark of about forty 
tons harden. The cabin wss small ; nor did 1 ex- 
pect very delicate accommodation, as the voyage 
in fine weather seldom exceeds a day or twO' The 
captain demanded two Louia-d'or, a chaise which 
I considered moderate, as it included provision ; 
but the wind was then directly blowing a strong 
North-easter, which prevented his sailing for a few 
days ; and as I had not much reason to expect a 
favourable voyage, and my companion was anxious 
thiat I should go with him to Bologna, I relinquish- 
ed the intention of taking a aail on the Adiiatic. 

I nest visited those admir^Ie edi6ces the Lazza- 
rettos, situated on islands a couple of miles from the 
Porto Franco. One of them is reserved exclusive- 
ly for persons infected with the plague ; at the other, 
ships coming from the Levant perform quarantine. 
I «w three vessels with the yellow flag; but X un- 
c2 
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denMixl that, fbrmflriy. It was bynoaieaosMicoBH 
iiK» for s hundfed mU to be in th« port at ono 
tine. This mt^lisfaiiMnt tns rainulably w»ll 
CODdncted, and conaidered one of tlie beat in £■■ 

Many of the islanda in the Lagnna an large 
tndpopulow, Buch aa Mnnno and Malamocco, 
the former of whicb contains 6000 inh^itaatst 
nauy of whom are employed in the extenure 
glass and crystal mana&4^ory for .which Venlco is 
ao celebrated ; the latter wm formerly a place of 
eome consideration, and the reaideoce of tbeDog^ 
Tlie most interesting isluid on which I landed was 
that of St Lazanu, inhabited by a community of 
Armenian monkB,wbahayeaTery handsomechnrch 
and convent. One of the fathers kindly tJiowed 
m« the objects moat worthy of attention in the 
monaeiery. Their library contains a great many 
Talaable Oriental mauoscripla. A printii^ pieta 
is superintended by the monks themaelres; and 
they ban printed many copies of the Bible, and of 
some theological works for the Eoelem mianons ; 
alM> Frendi, Armenian, and Engli^ dictionaries and 
gtammara. We were presented with one of the 
worka which lately issued from this press, and I 
consider it a great cariosity. It is a prayer in 
twenty-font languages and in twelve different cbar- 
ractera. They hare aUo some good philoaopfaical 
and astronomical iostriunents for the instruction of 
their young pnpila. The monastery and its deli^t- 
fol garden, Isid ont in walks covered with arched 
arbours, occupy the whole island ; and die indus- 
trious fiithers have lately ruaed some ground oa 
an adjoining aballow, in order to extend their bor- 
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ticnltnral laboan. When I took my leara of the 
good moDk, 1 traa aaked to mscribe aj dbbw in 
a register kept for the purpoee,— «ll (he recoinpeMtt 
expettted. 

Many other convents, inonaeteries and chnrcliea, 
are worthy of attention, as well for their archil«c< 
tnre, as for the fine paintings and eicelleot librariei 
tbey contain. The style of the Dominican church 
of Sen GioTatmi e Paola is nncommon in Italy, 
being Gothic, with pouited arches, niches, a pro- 
fiision of ornaments, and a betted roof. Titian's 
picture of the Aasassinatioit of St Ketro is now 
replaced in this church, whence it had bem sent to 
the LoDvre, and transferred from the panel to cao- 
Taas, under the inspection of a eoounlttee of the 
Institute, composed of fire eminent {wnters and 
chemists, who i{)pear to have performed their 
delicate operation with complete snccesa. Tito 
church of the Fraria is another Gothic edifice; 
but it is more ^remarkable as the hnrial-ploce of 
Titian (ban for its architecture. The ^t where 
he was interred is marked hy the following plui^ 
bnt appropriate, inecription on the patement ;— 
"Qui 
Em 

As this great artist died at a time when the plague 
raged at Venice, no monnment had heen erected to 
bis memory. But a few yeara ago, the Venetians, 
as if ashamed of so long neglecting the tomb of 

■ Here Ilea the great Titian ^^cell^ 
RiTftl of Zeuxu uid of Apelles. 
TbB two latter luunea are plural in the «d^ad, ftr tks 
Mkaof tbeilijiiM, 
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their best punter, applied to Canoni who was also 
a natire of dieir territorieB, to fumiBh a detign. Ca- 
nofa formed a very elegant one, a large white mar- 
ble pyramid, wiih four fignreB at the base which re* 
preaentB the entrance to the tomb. One of them is 
the ^ninB of Painting, and another the genioB of 
Death, with an inserted and extingnished torch, ' 
Umeotieg the most transcendent omement of the 
fine arts. But before it was fioished the great 
Canora himself died, and the monoment was erect- 
ed in the same cbnrcfa to bis own memory, only 
changing the genius of painting into that of the 
nster art of sculpture. Titian's modest sepatchre 
is still unadorned ; but a similar monument is or- 
dered for him, to be placed opposite to that of his 
distinguished comptUriot CanoTS. 

My hasty sketches of this remarkable city must 
necessarily be imperfect; for of its hundred pala- 
ces and churches, I had only time to visit a few 
of the most striking. To the greater portion of 
these I have already directed the attention of the 
reader, and I shall merely enumerate a few of the 
oUiers. The conTent of San Francisco della Vig- 
na is a handsome edifice, built of Istrian marble ; 
its front beautifully adorned with composite CO- 
lomna of the same material. The chuich of the 
ScaM, or bare-footed Carmelites, is ornamented 
with bright red French marble, and spirally twisted 
colnmns at the high altar. San Giorgio Ma^iore 
coDlaias a number of good pictures by Bassano and 
Tintoretto, as well as the celebrated marriage of 
Cana, by Panio Veronese. This splendid church is 
conudered one of the finest of Palladio's works in 
Venice ; the Redemptore is another. Palladio wu 
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•1*0 the irehitect of the Balbi and Gfimaiu pakttn 
•n the Foacari canal, built afteF hb own pecnliaif^ 
ehaite and elegant style. The Saluta churdi n 
well worthy of attention ; sod iome ot the mora 
sacienC edifieeN contain many cnrioiu monniDMitB^ 
eonnecled with the history of the renHJcable b- 
rnilim Mid of the state. Seme fine pieces of •enlp' 
tore sdom the tomtM of the Dogds Venter and iih- 
Golaa da Ponte ; and nany private palaces ara li^ 
in p«ntinga by Um eufier mastan, lucfa as A» 
two BellinoB and their contempotaries. Venioo 
likewue posiesaes soma of Canora'g adniiable 
works, such as, the Drndftloa aad Icanu, Ps^h^ 
be. it being the spot where bis incipient gewna 
was first dereloped. The cloister of one of ^ 
conveDts formed his workshop for sareral yaan^ 

Betides that most important Itnach of VenetiaB 
coniBterce, glass, crystal, and ■nrrors, the mant^ 
ftkctare of telvet, s^k, damask, and telescopes, af- 
ford employment to nnmerons workssen. Jewei* 
lery, etpecndly the Utrieation of cnrions g(dd 
chains, the tatter by femdee chiefly, forms also » 
considerable branch of indutry. The fine arts, 
tbongh not so floarishing as formerly, are sttU 
cnltiraled. Scalptnre, copper-pkte engraving, md 
typography, are ratber on the decline, although the 
lUter branch was highly important when VeniM 
was the book-mart for Greece and Austria. Bat 
the press tabonrs under so many restrictions ia 
every part of the Imperial dominions, eveii dM 
meijhanical arts, connected with literatnre, cannot 
meet with mfach encooragement. Still there is no 
city of Italy where purchases can so certainly and 
Btivanlageonsly be made, especbtlly of those magni- 
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fident editaoni of classical and vemacolar woHu: 
pnblisfaed during the I6th and 17th centnriea. 
Vemce ii still famed for ita liqnenra and th»- 
liakf (» preparation of opinm) ; and the moat ex- 
qiuaite c«fiee I ever tasted was under the splen- 
did arcade of the Kazza di St Marco. If not 
" Mocha's beny from Arabia pHret" it is anch as 
no other place affwds. Whethm this proceeds 
from any pecnliarity in die method of infoaion, or 
snperiority of quality, I know not, bM its excel- 
lence is iuu*eniall)r recognised. 

On the 3d of October, I took a farewell view of 
thtsfer-famed city from St Mark's Tower, the same 
from whence Galileo often made his astronomical 
obeerration8,aDd for which be was imprisoned by the 
Inquisition. This square edifice, 360 feet in height, 
is ao constmcted, that one might ride to the top on 
hotseback, there beJa^ no steps, the ascent winding 
gndoally by an inclined plane of brickwork. The 
prospect from the top is saperb, and embraces all 
Venice, as well as tba mnrazzi, or sea-wall, whidl 
pravents dte entroachment of the Adriatic These 
massive stone bulwarks are constmcted on a line 
of sandy islands, so as to render the defence agmnst 
the action of die aea perfectly aecnre. " Awtu 
Ronumo are Veneto," * was Nspoleon's inscription 
on them. On the north, the view is bounded by 
tin Julian Alps, extending from the coast of Istri« 
to the Lake of Garda. At their foot are lower 
hills, and a plain sloping towards the sea, studded 
with numberless towns and villages. The Rialto 
•nd its beandfnl bridge, recalled forrably to my 

* •■ Vkb Bonso daring bj Venedsa wealth. " 
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Bdnd Sbylock, Pmtia, and other TiTidly-draira 
choracten, bo familiar to all who are ftcqnaint- 
ed with Shakapeare's workg, — anil who is not? 
Olbello's name is identified with the Doge'a pa- 
lace and ite gloomy grandeur. One coold almost 
Hncy Pierre and Jaffier in the Hazxa dt San 
Marco, the original scenery of those interesting; 
dnunae in which " the City of the Watera " is ce- ' 
lebrated by the magic art of Otway and onr im- 
mortal bard, at a period when this famons oli- 
gardiy was mistress of tha sea. 
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jOURHET TO FLURBHCE. 

At Midnight, I took my station in the poat-boat 
from Venice, and soon after my^ torelling com- 
panion joined me. A calm serene night of perfect 
■daricneaa made the effect of the lights from the 
windows and lamps, as we glided swifily tbrongh 
die great canal, appear the more brilliant. We 
Were not long in passing under die fine marble 
arch of ^e Rialto ; bat its double row of sbopa 
was at that late honr deaected. No noise waa 
beard, except the splashing of oais in the wa- 
ter, or the occasional cry of the gondoliers, to 
prerent accidents as they passed rapidly along. A 
few honn elapsed en we got quite ont of the ca- 
bal, and across the Is^na ; but fortunately ve met 
irith no dday at tbe cnstomhonae, which is sitna- 
ted on a small island, not far from tJie mainland. 
The condntt6re required merely to report onr 
names, aad we were allowed to pass, it being part 
of the duty of those employed at the post-ofEcea 
In the Austrian States, to see that all passporta 
are r^:nlar when places are taken in the public 
conreyances. At Meatre, ^e case was different, 
and we were detained a very considerable time i bat 
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H the Caf^ VBB open, I oruled mysrif of the oppm^- 
tiinity to breakliBt at the early honr of three in the 
tnoniiag. 

Nnmbera of ibriring Tillages and splendid Tillas, 
in B handsome style of arcbitecUire, line the banks 
of the rirer. The first lays of the sun were just 
beginniDg to foil on the ancient aaA renerahle aty 
of Padna, as we reached it ; bnt the giaas now 
grows on its desolate streets ; touiy of its hoiiBee 
-■re cmmbliBg into dnst ; the marble palaces of the 
Canaras and its other princes are shut sp ; and 
learaing has fled fram the birth-place of Livy. Ita 
^fenaken nnivBraity is now reduced to (»e Mlitary 
«*l)cgfl. IVofesson and doctws are still ^ei«t 
and the old clock (which has replaced the famoas 
inrantion of the celebrated astronomer Doadi) atitl 
TemindS'the fewMiaggling Mndenta when to repair 
to their Mndies; but recollecting the fame of "Ptv' 
-dna la dotta," * aad iK ancient splendenr, we ask, 
!whare are ita many tbooeasd scholars P They haie 
•fcandeaed dus once faToared seat of the Mweaj 
they ctihiTate no longer the treasores of lesTaiag 
«ad «cieDee in the school of Malphigi, of Petrwofat 
mt Taaso, of Galileo, and of C^nmbna, which h 
M>w silent, deserted, sind ^OMny. 

Badna still contains several mnains of its andcnt 
aaagnificeace. Of these, one of the moU intereaf 
a^ ia the Great Hall, " Sakme, " atandiag 
in the centre of the |nazsa or principal aqnare, tmd 
•Joraaerly the scene of election, investitnre, and ad' 
•aoiiuMnitien of ike magistrates of ^ repnblic, har-' 
'i» iMee erected between 117S and 1306. A 
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oonldor of VeronB iiiiul>le raiu ronod tbe whole 
building, Bnd forma the grotud-slory, now occupied 
with shops, but which originally contained the 
offices of government. Above, with doors open- 
lug into the corridor, is the halt itself, 320 feet 
long hy 138 broad, and the same in height, being 
one of die largest apartments in the world whose 
roof is not supported by coIamnB. The roof ilaelf 
is of most ingenious construction, — not containii^ 
n single piece of timber above twelve feet long^ 
the whole being held together on the principle of 
the arch. Round the waits, painted in fresco by 
Giotto, thoug{i since retouched, are ranged yarions 
ancient marbles found in the vicinity, while on 
each side of the great entrance is placed an Egyp- 
tian statue, sent from the East by the enterprising 
Belzoni, who was also a native of Fadua. There 
is a singalar tradition still cnirent regarding this 
hall, that when the roof was fitted to its situation, 
almost covered in, but not qtute secured to the 
walls, a violent whirlwind suddenly arising lifted 
it furly from its position, and, without fracturing 
the smallest spar, deposited it in the square be- 
roeath, and that, too, while the architect himself wu 
sitting on the very side I The churches of Padua, 
though, generally speaking, of gloomy architectnre, 
contain many very precious monuments of tbe 
fine arts, both as respects the einridation of their 
early history — sever^ having been punted hy the 
dieci[4es of the earliest school of Florence — and m 
ngards the intrinsic merits of individual wtKks, sa 
the sculptures on the shrine of St Antony, die 
St John of Guido, iu the chnrch of St Eremitani, 
as also the monument of the I^ce of Orange bf 



CENOTAFB OF PBTRAHCH. 90 

CanoTik Tbe cenotaph of Petrarch * hj Bando 
u iotereating, as beiog erected in the Duomo ot 
Cathedral of which the poet was a canon. Ttia 
former renown of Padaa, too, contrHBts in painful 
interest -with its present fallen condition. One of 
die most sneient cities of Europe — having been 
bnitt, according to Virgil, bjr Antinor, soon after 
the Trojan war — her citiatns sncceHsiyely coq- 
brihnled, and not Withoat effect, against tbe en- 
GToacbments of Lscedemon and of Rome ; to which 
latter they finally became most osefal allies, send- 
ii^ to her armiea 20,000 men, and nnmbering a- 
mong ^eir members 500 Roman knigbla. When 
the nigbt of barbarism had passed away, Fadna 
WW again among die first to cherish the return (rf 
liberty ; bat Venice woald suffer no rival near her 
throne — and now both are prorinces of Anstria. 

After spending a few hours in the melancholy 
city of Padna, it was quite refreshing to tnm from 
its desolate streets, and again view the rich pas- 
tnres stretching into misty distance, widi the gay 
Tillages scattered on each side. Proceeding on- 
wards by the canal, we saw the gloomy castles of 
Obizzi and Cntajo, and soon after passed near to 
the Eoganean Hills, towards Arqutt, where Pe- 
trarch died. In allusion to this place, Boccacio 

* An eminent profenor of the universty, Sigaore Mar- 
■and, baa formed a numerous collection of PelrarL-h'* va- 
luable manuBcripti, and a copy of every editiOD of his worka 
that has been published, as irell ai man; interesting books 
relacive to the celebrated poet. These, I am (old, he U 
BOW anxious to diipote of; and Ihii would, therefore, be a 
laTDurable opportunity tor iooie et our btbliOBiap t ati to. 
cnikh ttadr lihrorieK.* . . 
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ipidte in tbe tattawiag eBthnaiaalic t«nns. " I 
tmry Aiqn^ tlw happiacM it enjoys, of recwnDg^ 
iato its bowm tbe remains of a maji whwe beart- 
wu the residenco of tbe Moses, tbe sanctnary of 
pbiloaopby, of eloquence, and tbe fine arts. Tbu' 
Till^, bardly known even at Padua, will becooMi 
Jamoua throDghont tbe world ; it will be reepected 
■a we respect Pansilippo, beoanse it coatuns thsi 
aebes of Viigil ; the banks of the Enxine for tha^ 
tfinb of Ovid ; and Smjrrna, because there Honw 

At length we came U> the banks of tbe raiHd 
Fo, which separatea tbe Imperii doaiinioDB from' 
tke States of the ChmtJi. We were soon swong 
MToea in a ferry-boat, attached by ropes to fom 
or fire smaller lesaels, tbe uppermost being moored 
is tbe middle af the river, np the atiean, when. 
Av current, acting on the ferry-boat placed dia- 
gonally by means of the helm, impelled her rapid- 
ly to the other aide. Such ia the ^ciency of tfaia 
mode, that carri^ea are driven on board, and, with- 
oat moving from their seats, or having their horses 
nnhamessedf travelers are ewiveyed across, and) 
dnving ont at tbe other end of tbe boat, porsiie 
their joomey. An escort of Papal drago<»a were 
in wuting to accompany the coach which was ta 
conduct ns to Ferrara, — not so much for tbe pur- 
pose of protecting as against robbers, as with a 
▼iew to prevent any contraband articles b^ng ia- 
troduced into the sacred territories. 

Upon many insignificant rivulets tbe name o( 
tbe Rnbicon baa Wn bestowed, and travellen 
■re still nndedded aa to their claims, at^oogh the 
,-^i^iatelIo, which we now paaseO, is generally snp- 
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pOMd to be that ri*er io celelmtted in tha tatotia 
of Roman warfare. It is only utonisbiDg that 
a paltry brook, now almost aoknown, shonld over 
have fonned so important a bonodary as that be- 
tireen Rome and Gant. This, howerer, may be 
explained on the eappoaition, that, by the well- 
known accomnlation of allavia] soil, a stream once 
of BoniB ma^tade, may hare been separated into 
Torioaa insignificant divisions. 

Who has not beard of the fair and pining city 
of FeTrara, and its proud Dukes, ^o played eo 
distinguished a part during the middle ages ? Its 
appearance is noble and majestic, though gloomy 
Kkd desolete. Its old fortifications, straight and 
vide streets, and the Gothic structure of its bnild- 
■Dgs, still exist. But, alaa I tJie lieary dncal pa- 
lace, the fortress of the House of Eate, with its 
tnrretted battlements, ditches and drawbridges, 
. taking *' their form and presanre " from feudal 
cnstoms, are now falling fast ta decay. This city 
was the theatre of many splendid festivals, as well 
•a horrible crimes, when ^e conrt' of tbe ancient 
royal line of Este was held within its walls. 

A Cardinal, who acts as GoTemor of tbe l.egBtion 
of Ferrars, now inhabits one wing of the palace or 
fortress ; bnt having nothing to do with his Emi- 
nence, we avoided that part which is distingaisb- 
cd by the triple tiara and keys of St Peter over 
de gateway, emblazoned by " barbaric carving, 
punting and gilding, " confining onr visit to the 
long damp corridora, which so forcibly recalled to 
onr imaginations ^e images of Ariosto, Tasso, and 
Leonora. Nor did we omit to view the dna- 
geon vai&r what was formerly the tnnatic hospw 
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til of St Anm, wW« tbs infuiwia Dnka AUmmt 
ordtred baa qnoiiduD friend la be impnMmed for 
Mveo yean, Bllej;ii^, I fear widi too roach tnlb, 
Ihat tlie intellect (tf the bighljr pSteA poet wen 
deranged. Could there be a stronger proof Of 
incipieat inadneee, than to kiu a princew in tfas 
presence of the whole court ? The Dnhe is !*• 
ported to h«Te said rery coolly, " What a pity 
ihsi BO great a man abonld h^re lost faia aensei ! '* 
Tasso's imprtident paatios also caused him to be 
guilty of many ontrageous acts of rioknce, afford" 
ing too good an eiense for the harsh conduct ot 
this despicable tyrant, who availed himself of thn 
q>ecioiu charge of insanity, to refuse the reqneat 
of most of the sorweigna of Italy, who deigned 
to use their influence to procrve his liberation. 
We stooped low to enter the miserable cell, 
aearcely nine feet square, the scene of the iltfided 
Taaso'a protracted sufferings. The entrance is by . 
a naiTOir door in one end, close to which is tho 
only window, grated, and looking out upon a 
gloomy court surrounded by a low corridor. I 
deciphered, amtmget many namea with which in 
walla were corered, ^>ose of " Byron " and 
" Casimir dela^^gne," who had left these recerda 
of their homage to the genitu and misfortunes irf a 
kindred spirit. 

Tlie odier curiosities of Ferrata, ere chiefly of • 
literary nature. The Library is a plain but hand- 
tome building, containing some valuable mann- 
Bcripta, and many rare ediuons of the daesioi. 
Among the former are Taaao'a anb^iaph letters, 
and two copies of die Genualenune, also in bia 
01^ hand; two maniucripteiof Arioato'a " Orlando," 



ABIOSTO — ALBSnOO DI THE MOBl. 108 

<m« It leMt origiMl ; the pewter inkeUnd and ths 
oaken chair of this moat romaQtic of poets ; ai alio 
a medal iriiidi had be«) depoaited with hia body, 
and found when hii tomb, ao erectioo not very re- 
markable, waa opened by the French General 
Hiollia. This medal, as well as the original por- 
trait by Domo Dosai, show Arioato, like Taaso, to 
hare been " of noble presence. " In a aeqneetered 
part of the city, atiU itonds the house of Arioato, 
a modeat building, to which bta own simple and 
independent inacription appears to bare been rery 
appropriate, " Though not aumptuons, it ie enon^ 
for ine — and purchased with my own money. " 
Here the faronrite room of the owner, and that ia 
which he died, remains enctly as it then stood ; 
bnt ita two cheerfol windows, instead of command- 
ing the gardens of the " peaceful ctoystrs " and 
the distant landscape, are obscured by the vicinity 
of a German barrack. 

We retnmed to onr albei^, which was quit* 
in keeping with erery thing connected with Far- 
rara. " I Tre Mori, " * designated in the gaid»> 
book aa the first hotel in the town, had induced 
m to take np onr qaart«ra there, a measnre of which 
m ^terwards repented. Entering through aa 
immenae old-faahioned feudal-looking hall, hong 
round with the arms and escutcheons of different 
T^al peraonagea who had visited " The Three 
Mooia " amongst which I distinguished those of 
the late Queen Csroline, we were ushered into 
a large and It^y, bat gloomy eating-apartment, 
whidi opened into a bedroom of huge dimen- 

• The lliree Umm. 

I -rr-., Cookie 
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■tons. Eii^y thing here aeemed to be on ft 
great scale. After dKBpatching an indifferent 
dinner, and imbibing a quantity of bad wine, we 
Btrolled out at rather a late hour, and fonnd the 
air heavy and unwholesome, arising from the 
marehy nature of the soil for many miles around. 
ResoWing to counteract the damp chilly effects 
of the atmosphere, by reaorting to the first coffee- 
houae we diacavered, we searched some time in 
vain for audi a convenience, and could scarcely 
find a solitary one in tbia celebrated city. 

On retiring to my dreary half-fnmished Bleep- 
ing apartment, although there were four beds and 
as many doors and windows in it, I had it all t« 
myself, there being few guests at the inn. Fatigue 
and ennui induced me to go immediately to bed, 
where. I soon felt asleep, dreaming of dungeons, 
chains, Tasso, and the fair Leonora. I was soon 
awakened, however, by a horrible scream ; and 
while endeavouring to recompoee myself, I heard 
•ome most remarkable sounds, accompanied by 
alow, heavy, gigantic footatepa, proceeding from 
the adjoining room. I atarted from my pillow, 
and the longer I listened, the more alarming 
became the noise. Such steps seemed to in- 
dicate the presence of a sapematnral being. 
The crazy doors of my gloomy apartment shook 
till the very floor trembled ; but fortunately I 
bad taken the precaution of bolting them be- 
fore retiring to rest. The noise ijicreased in no 
•light degree, accompanied by frightful groans ; 
and although I endeavoured to banish appre- 
hension, it was in vain I attempted to sleep. 
Having secured my purse and watch by coo- 
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eaalbg diem tmder iIm maMren, akfaowgh dwli' 
t>to of any neaiw of mutaDce) I TMolwd sot 
to smrrendai rolnntarily. A nmltitnde of simU 
lar adrenturea crowdsd upon my mind ; all tba 
dreadful etorie* I had erer heard of MSMaini, 
Italian banditti, the inn U Temcina, and (what 
•aemed the ciuiM <J my moit immediate danger), 
ttie cut-tliroat look of oar ho«t himaelf ; in Bbort) 
all that was horrible nuhed npon my thonghia dur- 
ing that (Ireadfnl night. The noise still oontinn- 
ed, and now besring iodietiBctly, and incoherently 
tbaae word* in French, " Oavrez, ottTrea ; ouvent 
■M tner ; TtJeara I roltmra ! " * I became almost m 
much esbansted aa the bncied rictim (rf th» 
fint attack. Soon after, 1 heard a low groan ; 
ami the nviaa ceaied at laat ; to my great ji^y 
I fUl into ft aonnd deep, and did not in^ea 
till moraiog. Sndi an ooeotrenca might appear 
in rathn- a ridicnloiu light ia a cofofortable Eng* 
tiah ioa, where a pnll at the beH woold anmmon 
the whole bonsehold in a few minatea. Bat ia 
Italy, each a luxury i« unknown in ^ onfreqaent* 
ed parts of the conntry ; nay, even in Iwge cttiesi 
bells, good attendimce, and cini wutera, are hyno 
meana common. Besides, at sooh a place ae I 
have deecribed, there wa» a joM presamption that 
the people of the henee might be in league witk 
rebben or aaaasaina. However, im thta inatano^ 
I had formed an erroneona opinion of the " Tre 
Mori," which I fotmd oat nest morning whev 
aroused at an early hour by my friend. On my 
opening the door to admit falm, he owaed tb^ 
* Open ! open ! The; wish to kill me ! RoUwn I 
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bo bad been the culprit ; end attrfbnted Uh befab* 
noDTi in the fint iiutuice, to e frigbtftit dream ; 
and on awakeniog and hearing a dreadful noiss 
occasioned by tbe wiodows moTing hitbec and 
thither on tbeir crazy hingea by tbe wind, which 
Uew a horricaoe in the night, he ioiagined that 
robbers were attacking ns ; and being naturally of 
a bif^ly eidted temperament, he waa impelled to 
conduct himself in that extraordinary manner. Z 
could not refrain from laughing, at the idea of ■ 
Rntuan gaardaman being anch a prey (o fear, al- 
tiMnigh die joke waa equally against myself, and 
he good-bumonredly joined in my mirth. We 
ordwed breakfast, however, and a carriage im- 
mediately, and were not a little delighted, in an- 
other boor, to find ouraelvea fiurly out of Feirara.. 

The distance to Bolc^na is only about thirty 
miles, tbrongfa a flat, awampy, but rather well cul- 
tirated coontry, enclosed by hedges, and inter- 
■p««ed with hooaes inhabited by substan^ far- 
mers and a hsidy peasantry. The aspect of the 
farms and hamlets improree the nearer we ap- 
proach Bologna. This is a large and wealthy 
town, remarkable for tbe architectnre of its pnblic 
buildings, and noblemen'a palaces, as well as for 
the low open arcades with which the principal 
streets are lined on both sides, and which give the 
place a heary and monastic appearance, thongh in 
warm or wet weather the dull efiect is more than 
compensated by the shade and aheller afforded to 
pedestrians. 

We were agun unforttmate in our choice of an 
inn. Having passed eo UDpleaaant a night at 
Fenara, my companion was resolved to go to tin 



BOLOaKA. 107 

AlbdgD Heale Bt Bolofiut, in order, u be Mid, to 
make turt of good accommodatioiu. Indeed its 
appearance was tnndi in ita fovonr, being a Urge 
and handaome palazzo, once the reeideace of a now 
red need nobieman. Bntl aognredbadl^ of it,fTom 
the circamataoce of meebng on tbe stcura a Ve- 
netian family, who re-entered their carriage, and 
ordered the postillion to drive to the Leone di 
San Marco, (an excellent inn, as I hare since 
learned). Finding that there was abnndance of 
room, I asked the waiter, why the people had left 
bis hotel ? He answered very cooly, " Non iitato 
eonvenute delprexzo; " * which we considered aa- 
tbfactory, aa it is by no means uncommon to agree 
^ont charges before taking possession, the sys- 
tem baring been introduced on the ConUoent by 
the English in their own defence, owing to fre- 
qaent impoaition. The dinners at the Albergo 
Reale were br from being good, even althongb we 
bad the addiudn of the " inortadelli, " or well 
known Bologna tkaaagea. The wine was the 
worst I ever draak ; it bad the eweeti roogb, and 
disagreeable taste peculiar to the produce of the 
nor^ of Italy, which spoils all davoor. Moreover, 
I found, by my bill afterwards, diat I paid exactly 
donbla what it had cost me for living at the £»- 
cado di Fntacia, in Venice, an excellent hotel near 
the Rialto. 

Shortly after my arrival, I went to aee the two 
Towers, the Aainelli and Garisanda, which are in 
the middle of the dty. The former is a very hi^ 
•qnare brick-bnilding, with about as much ardii- 
tectonl beauty as the chimneys attached to steam- 

■ " W( bsTs not tgtttd iboat tamw." 
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'engiim in Engfand, althe^li in gesenJ thoM bi« 
inot qaiie so lohy as tfaiB edifice. The other is 
tiie Leanisg Tow«r, mentioDed by Daate, equally 
«gly, but ramBrkflUe from the drcnmaUuice of in 
^diTerging ttbeat eight fieet from the perpend icnlaV, 
-which most endeMly have resulted from some de- 
fect in the foondatioD. To the same caiue may' 
'be attr^uted ita nnfiniihed Biat«. It is scarcely 
more thui half the hei^t of the Asinelli ; nor can 
it boast of greater ^^ance of arcbitectnre, being 
bwlt with coarse hrida, and eqaally devoid of of- 



Belogna poeseeses s rery rich collection of 
.paii^ngs by the moat eminent maatere, at tka 
-Scsola delle beUe Arti, a pi^ic gallery which I 
-would croei the Alps «a purpoae to view, and con- 
cider myself w^ rewarded for ny trouble. lb 
4e eorridon and die first saloon, ^ra are many 
•pantJDga by tbe old masters, who lived at die pe< 
liod of die mniul of tke arts in Italy, cbieSy 
paintad on a gilded gCMutd, in dte masnar than 
fractbed in Greece. Tlie two principal romtn 
'MHttain a most aplondid xssemMage of master- 
.pieoea by the Aree Camcci, who floorithed iti 
tin klter part of the aixteentJi century, and also 
■fcy tfaetr dittiuguiihed pupils Gnido Rmii, AlbttBO) 
'I>oineHdiina, Gnerdao, and Michael Angelo Oa- 
araggio, who brought the BologneseBchoolintesaA . 
JMgh repute. This school is called the Eclectic, from 
its prindplee, «r freqaendy the Seuala Camuoeeoa, 
ifrom ha fsundwa, who attempted, aldumgfa vaisAy, 
^ tlie arent sbawed), to hansonize «iid combuie 
the vaiions baratiea of tbe diffiwtnt styles. TUa 
bold and fine theray proved improcticablei from 
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lis andefiued ftnd beierogeneoiu nUnre ; Md eaeh 
Bseoeedii^ maatra adopted that particaW p^th 
to whicfa bk gening impelled him. Totally disie' 
nrding (he principle which the Catracci had en* 
de&voored (o incolcaie, they prodeeed, oetmth- 
■tBudiogf Htme ttdwirable works, and which haw 
lent a lustre to the art. One of Guide b beet com- 
positionBt the Masaatre of the InnoceDts, is eea- 
tained in this eoUection, as well as his picMn 
of dte Patron Sainia of Belogaa, ftaaed for its 
^lendid colenring. The deugn of Domauebiao'a 
Martyrdom of St Agnes is graaA aod bold, bwt 
(he snbject ia rery rcTolting. The Myatenea 
of the Reeary, by the same huid, and Ra^taele 
St Cedtia, are looked upon as two of the best in 
Ute gallery ; which also boasia of aome choiee [rie- 
twee by Titiaa, PekiIo Vermese, and sereral ez- 
cellent works of other WfH known maaWn «f the 
Venetian school. Every good eoUeetiMi of paint- 
img asd acalptnre, vthea the public can have o»- 
enimial Mceaa to it, ia of aeirioe. It aocwalMaa 
the eye Co the cbaractenatics of natwe t&mMHif 
Mprmanted, and to imagee of bean^ and prnfect 
ibnaa, the [Mesence of wl»eh will Kltimately be 
|Nmd«oti*e of adveat^, net only to the loeal 
iwtiate, bat to the eoflSUy iiaelf, by the utdaeeiBeiit 
bold oat to farrignen fcff the piHposes tf :stady and 



The charchee, palaeea, maseaaM, wstitaies, )i- 
^ranee, and oUier attnctire o^ecta which Bt^gaa 
MMaias, would oconpy weetu to eusaine in 4b- 
%tiH ; tmd daring the few days which I apent thoe, 
I had BHtbei tine to peep into erery <^nKh, Bar 
to view half of dw prirate coHectiona of pictarat, 
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and other works of nrt, f« whicb it hai lo long 
been celebrated, and in that respect looked upon 
M one of the richest cities in Italy. Its nnivenity, 
which was in great repute Id echolaalic times, aa 
tbe fluiftr gtudiontm of the Pope's tenitoriee, still 
anbaieta, and baa prodoced many distinguished cha- 
nctcra in literatnre, medidne, philosophy, and o- 
tber edences, amongat whom fignre aevetal ladiea ; 
Clotilde Tambroni, not many yean ago baring filled 
the chair of Greek Literatore f Bnt some of the ays- 
tema then taught hare since been diacoTered to be 
naeleHa and nngatmy, and are therefore exploded 
from the cnrricnlum of more enlightened collegea, 
where tbe Baconian pbiloeophy has been iotro- 
duced, sad tbe falladea of the Stagyrite allowed to 
fell into desuetude. 

Bolc^B was chiefly indebted for it* former fame 
to mediciDe. Law and divinity now nearly en- 
groea the attention of its ableat profeasors, while 
natnral science and physics are in a great roeaetire 
neglected. A chair is still alloted to each facnlty, 
Botwithatanding die reductions that have takera 
place in tbe number of its coUegea. I was much 
pleased wirii the cborch of St Fetronio, though 
built in rather a discordant style of architecture^ 
It was commenced in the fonrteenth century, and 
b yet unfinished ; for the front is rough, and re- 
qoirea an ornamented coat. Its interior ia grand 
and striking, and contfuns some fine paindnga ; and 
on tbe pareraent within, is the meridian line, 210 
feet in length, eqniralent to ibbb "^ ^ degree, 
originally traced in 1575, but which, on the Charch 
being enlarged in 1653, the Senate allowed the 
great aatronomer Casaini, to correct md aetde. 
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In the Piazn del Gigaute, fnmtliig; thia dtnrch) 
there u • bronze cotosaal atatoe of Neptune, by 
Gioranni di Bologna, admired for its anatomical 
■nd technical details. Bnt neither the piindpal 
figure, aor ita acceHnieo — Nereids pressing tbeir 
Imaats— ahoald be riewed except by amateurti 
for, in the generality of persons possessed of re- 
fined feelings, each a groop thns exhibited iu a 
pablic square wonld be apt to exdte a <i^;Tee of 
disgust. 

Ilwre is a remarkable picture of the Virgin, 
aaid to hai^ been punted by St Lnke, in the 
cfancch of the Madonna de St Laca, on the Monte 
della Gnardia, about three miles from Bolf^a, 
A pleasant walk, nnder a covered gallery or por- 
tico of 650 arches, leads from the city gale all 
the way up to the church. On my return from 
thence, seemg a very handsome house on en emi- 
nence, I made bold to walk into the grounds, (an 
iadict^le offence in Eaglajid) ; bnt, instead of be- 
ing considered as a trespasser, I met with the nb* 
most attention and civility from the woardiy pro- 
prietor and his fomily. Seeing me staring about, 
a young man advanced, and baring kindly offered 
the use of a telescope, pointed out the beauties 
of the awTonnding connQy, which is fertile and 
highly cultivated, and watered by tiie nnmeroue 
riveia that empty themselves into the Po. The 
bine hazy Itae of the Apennines impedes the pro- 
spect on one side, bnt, on the other, it is beantv- 
fnl, varied, and exteneive, embracing the plains of 
Padua, and the course of the noble river wind- 
ing along till it blls into the Adriatic. On the 
norUi, the long hue of Rhietiaa Alps obetmcta 
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the view. Tomrda the west, tbe eye waodera to 
dim ftnd nndistingnishtible dtatance over tbe fertile 
plaisB and rice-fielda of LombBrdy, bonnded by 
snow-Mpt moantuas. Tbe towns of Modena and 
FerrarB are the nesrer and more plensbg part of 
the scene, nitb the river Reno, like a ailrer thread, 
flowing close to the palaces, chnniliea, and tewen <rf 
* Bott^a la GraasB. " • 

The young; gentleman, who bad fawmtnA hm 
with a lectnre on geography, and the loan of bi» 
|)aae, was shortly afterwards joined by an elderly 
abat€, whom he addresaed si Don Giuseppe, and 
who offered his services as lingnist ; but finding 
Aat I spoke Italian better than he did fVench — no 
dlfficah matter, by the by — he invited me to waHt 
in. Having accepted tbe invitation 1 paid my n- 
•pects to the gentleman of the honse and two 
ladies, who were seated at an open balcony ; and 
sfter a little converaatioit, and ezpressingmy thanks 
tor their civility, I took my leave of these worthy 
people. 

This rieb and fine portion of Italy ie inhaUtnd 
by an active and indiutrioiiB race. Although enb- 
jects of the Pope, they yet enjoy an adeqoate mea- 
snre of liberty and sectiiity ; and even tbe dele- 
gated ecclesiastical power of bis Hohnese ia exw- 
cised in the mildest and most beneficial manner by 
Cardinal Spina, who reigns over the Legation of 
Bolc^na. Indeed this benevolent man is so mncfa 
beloved, that one of tbe motives which prevented 
the people from revolting, some years i^, and de- 
manding a constitution when tbe Piedmontese made 

* Bologtia tb» Fsrtile. 
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tbeir t^ Mtempt, was an nntnUingoess to thmit 
(heir excellent clerical goTernor. How differently 
■itvated were the inhabitants of RaveDaa, who felt 
•ccleaianical oppreteion ao eeverel^, that they late> 

ly aaaawinated the Legate Cardinal in coort, 

which caused a very serioua sensation in Rome \ 

Having engaged places in a Vettarino to Flor- 
ence, a distance of abont 60 miles, or two daya 
aaay joaney with the same hotsea, the Vettarino 
called at onr hotel at an early hoar, after which 
we were paraded all over the town to pick np 
ear fellow- travel leTa. One of these tnmed out 
to be a jolly-looking Swiss from the Italian can- 
ton of Tecino, and the other a pleasant and in- 
telligent yonng Greek, who prided hioiBelf rery 
mnch on being a British subject, as be assert- 
ed every native of Cephalonia clumed that pri- 
vilege. Thus were assembled, in this ttaljr Italian 
conveyance, four individoals, of as m^y difierent 
aataons- As we all spoke French pretty fluently, 
we made it the common medium of convereation ; 
and after the first half hour, which was somewhat 
flat, we got on admirably, discnssiDg politics, (ra- 
ther ft ticklish eubject in many parts of the Con- 
tinent), the fine arts, and local topics ; which, al- 
though of less general interest, will be frequently 
found safer and more amosing conversation. Aa 
the Swiss seemed qnita a " Un fanatico per la 
Moaica, " * he entertiuned as with the private his- 
tMy, the {Hquant and ecandalooa anecdotes of all 
the compoaera, singers, and dancers, in this musi- 
cal laud i from Rossini (whom he termed his inti- 
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tnau fiiend) down to the youngest fij^nnnU at 
the Cocomero of Florence. 

We itopped at an inngntficaat Tillage to refresh 
tbe hones, where the indifference of the hre which 
the inn afforded did not present tbe Rosa and 
SwiaH from doing it ample honour. A pair of 
oxen, hy way of leaden, were now required to drag 
onr coach np (he steep ascent of the great ridge 
of Apennines, and it took as several honn to get 
to Pieirn Mala, the Tnscan frontier castomhonse, 
where a few paoli to tbe officers facilitated the ex- 
amination of our la^iage ; and I generally found 
dvility in an exact ratio to tbe cimsideratioH, 
Tbe carriEige was not unloaded, and there was no - 
vexatious search. A drizzlii^ rain and f«^ ob- 
structed our new doring the afternoon. Hew- 
erer the snn appeared from time to time through 
the mass of vapours which enveloped the whole 
monntain, concealing the tofty Apennines, while it 
doubled the bmron of tbe place we were in. On 
the summit of several of these mountains, there 
are traces of volcanic eruptions, and at a short dis- 
tance on the left, in tbe midst of a black barren 
sail, there is a hill which rises in a conical shape) 
fW>m which a very extraordinary fire perpetnaJty 
issnes, called Fuco dd legtto. This phenomenon, 
being less than a mile from tbe road, I left the 
carriage and resolved to examine it, althot^h the 
evening was approaching and the weather wae 
still rainy. Owing to those circumstances, how- 
ever, tbe flame was particnlarly bright ; and I 
should think the space whence it rises is not 
less than fifteen feet in circumference. It has 
sU the appoarsnce of ignited gas isBnifig in beau- 



VOLCANO— LUHIMOUB IPRINO. 1 IS 
HM lisbcnt ibmet ftom lowe rocky groand; 
and on being analyzed, I nndetstwd it baa b«^ 
ftiond to conaiat of the carbonated hydrogen, com- 
mon in tbe coal roines in England, llie atmo- 
sphere around, for a conaiderable distance, was im- 
pregnated with mlphmvoiu raponra. Half a leagne 
farmer on, there is a Inminons spring of cold water, 
called Acqua buja (water-candle), which become^ 
ignited when approached byalight. Similar pheno- 
mena hare been noticed by authors on mioeislogy, 
and by msiiy trarellera in mining districts. I codIJ 
perceive rery few plants or shmbs on these mde 
sammits. Some lichens and nmbellicarias might 
' howerer be seen ; bnt Tegetation had nearly dia- 
appeared ; nor did we even discorer, during the 
iriiote day's journey, the Alpine rhododendnm. 

The most delightfnl emotions are experienced 
by some people amongst monntain-scenery, while 
others complain that only punfal sensations are 
produced, by witnessing the most assidnons la- 
bonr poorly recompensed by an ungrateful ainL 
The peasants, neTerthelesa, irao inhabit the chalets 
of tbe Alps in sommer, I have, during repeated 
rieits, found happy and cbeerfiil. It is true, they, 
do not depend entirely npon the cultivation of Ae 
soil ; bnt I eannot agree with nsny eatfanriaatia 
travellers, who consider the monntaineerB as the 
happiest beings in existence. If abnndance of 
dteese and milk, with the filthiest and most miser- 
able-looking bats in the world, are all that is re- 
quisite to make hnmanity happy, they certainly 
on^t to be supremely blest. Tliey always seemed, 
and are proverbially (lika the Scottish Highlanders) 
attached (• their native mountains ; bnt I entertain 
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no doubt that the uihtbitants of the low 
hkre more enjoyineiit. 

We pnt up io very comfortsble qnartera for the 
aight at CodgUajo, ui excellent conntry inn, where 
we had a tolerably good sapper, and, what 1 had 
never met with before io Itidy, female attendants. 
They were the first Tuscan girla I bad seen, and 
presented rather a favourable specimen of the mt, 
even in a country so celebrated for the beanty of 
its coniadine. Chamber'inaids are unknown on 
diia aide the Alps. The next morning the sim 
Kwe with uncommon splendour from behind the 
tBDge of monntBins which extends all along through 
Sonth Italy, nearly ecinidisiant from the Mediter- 
nnean and the Adriatic. The sonthem declivity 
of the Apennines presented quite another scene ; 
and the climate appeared to have nndei^one » 
ntdden and delightful change. While enjoying 
our coffee, the Vettnrino (who was none of the 
most civil personages) came into the room, and, 
with an air of aatbority, desired ns to make haste, 
M he had been ready for some time, and would wait 
no longer. There was no resisting this polite ap- 
peal without quarrelling with our tyrannical driver ; 
which none of ns being inclined to do, we speedily 
obeyed his summons. 

We proceeded at a pretty rapid pace down hill, 
imtil we reached a more fertile ralley i hot tho 
road was in some places rather dangerous, bang- 
ing over tremendoos precipices, without fluy pa- 
rapet. A great many workmen were, howeveTi 
employed in building high walls on the most ex* 
peaed passes of the mooniain, to shelter tmvel- 
Ina ogaiiMt hurricanes, and th% aoddeit j[Wta of 
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wtad which are so fieqa«it in thesa aiaratail rer. 
ffmu. 

The MCnlarized cuireat of Monte SerBoio, ai- 
tm^d on ft hill to the north, wu the only fine ob^ 
ject we discovered for mtmy miles. Throi^hont 
the estire conntiy, we saw croaaoa erected on die 
reade, and Madonnas carved on tbe tmnkt <rf treea ; 
tlw Canoec indicating where murders had been 
cemaitted. Socb at least, is the r^kort of lame 
"Kngliah tnrallen, who bncy dut tbeae actire* 
w^-nade, swarthy people, are all blood-thinty 
nllaina, without any other data to wannnt so 
general a censure, tl^ the frightfol banditti stories. 
Mococtad in England far the benefit of the nnraery 
innutea. Soch occurrence*, new-a-daysi are near- 
If as nve in the Apenninea, particalarly io tbiai. 
yart of the country, aa a highway robbery on 
HoBnalow Heath. Thoae crednlona towiats, bow- 
aver, hare the authority of Lord Byron in thdr 
fnfoat nwraly changing the acene. When deacrib- 
ii^ his nut U> Cioira, he eayi» 



Bnt many acddeats occur, and are recorded by 
a crosB, BB wdl aa mnidera ; nor is it necawaiy 
d»t any tr^k erent should bare happened, to oe- 
cauon BO common a marie of Catholic faith to ha 
placed in wild monntuns, eeqnestered ralleys, or 
even popnlona towne. CnMses and rude imagea 
of the Madonna are met with thronghont Spiua, 
Kance, and tbe Cadiolic diatricta of Germany and 
SwHawriaad ; jwt we nenr hear of the inh^tuta 



118 BUBAL CBUETERIM. 

of tb* iMtor GoaDtriM beiog pecnliarijr bbtod- 
thint^. Them religiona emblems are rather to 
be attributed to a devoat ditposition aDwngM iba 
people, nnrortujutely too often carried to * Biipw* 
■titioni excess. 

Witbin a feir miles of Florence, we saw its 
pnblic burying-gToond. Rar^ cemeteries raak 
tunongst those admirable examples iriiich ongbtttt 
be followed by the inhabitants of alt lai^ towns. 
Ancients and modems bare ever agreed in tbe sa- 
nitary policy of hononring the dead, without en- 
dangering the health of the Umg. Instead, there' 
fere, of bnrying bodice in chnrches, and in the 
i»ert of popnions cities, where die quantity of 
putrid efflaria is already much too abnodant, rami 
eemeteriea ought to be nnivers^y adopted. By the- 
law of the Twelve Tables, it was forbidden either to 
bnry or bnm any corpse within the walls of towns ; 
and at Athens, according to dte laws of S<^n, and 
throDghont the rest of Greece, the sane cntfom 
prerailed, from the dictates of health as well as of 
snperstition. At Rome, only Vestal viigins,- and 
sometimes Emperors, were exempted frnn the 
operation of this law, and allowed bnrisl within 
the walls. The salntary practice of bnrying ont 
of the city, has been adopted for sereral years post 
in Paris, where the cemetery of Fere la Chaise forms 
•ne of the most beantiiul and iuterestiiig, yet me- 
laocholy, walks in the vicinity of the capital. It 
is to be regretted that the dead are still bnried in 
the most popolons parts of London. We ought 
to imitate the French in this respect ; but so great ' 
u our dread of innoration, that even improvements 
«r* opposed, on the plea that they may interfero 
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widi rested rights ; and, in this particular iiatance, 
it ia not unlikely that parsons, ondertakerB, chorch- 
mrdena, and groTe-diggers, with a becoming e^irit 
de eorjM, would, as a matter of coiuae, put in their 
careat, to resist a meaaure wliich, if generally ad- 
(q>ted, migbt protectively militate against their 
interests, cortail their perquisites, or in some man- 
ner or other interfere with their conrenience. 

Viewed horn a distance, the effect of the fur 
city of Florence, sitoated on the hanks of the bean- 
tifnl Aiao, is perfectly enchanting, from the mo- 
ment its domes and spires are first perceived. Whila 
descending from the heights on the north, the bd- 
ing crimson glow of the setting sun was reflected 
from the ennumts of the distant Apenoines, on the 
Tim and olive-covered hills, enclosing delightAiI 
nmbn^eoos valleys, whose eylvan econes appear 
on every side, fwming a landscape which awakens 
tbe most'powerfnl feelbg of enthnsiastic admira- 
tion ; and snch is the elasticity of the air in this 
delj^tfal disMte, and the edierial biighbieBs of its 
pore bine sky, breathingof tranqnillity and bappineMi 
that it proves Ae most effectnal antidote agaiaat all 
gloomy TSfNnus, aaid speedily dispels every malaa- 
cbdy or d^tletting leflectkm. 



.--„Googlc 



Florkiice ii one of Ae mnty ciUea that claiB the 
ram of Hm modera AtheM. Edbbnrgh uid 
Dresden aHnme tbe ndk pAupoiH title, wludi, 
if it meau any tbii^:, impUm, tkat in Aeae [dacea 
the am and •aencea flmriib, and an osltivated 
Htd pstroiuxed bytbeir iidnbitaDti, wba^ rfoaa w . 
Boat be vqsdiyeetebnted fordwir Mperior infoc- 
iBMimandibepditeiieMoflkdrBMDMn. AVUboM 
innatigatiag ^eir ntftedn frirtraninaii. I beUme 
I nwjr TeMwe to avf, that ilgroBce, « dty Ml of 
M aa waw ita, •tataaa, and apicAdid «dificea, may be 
-<»— Mw ed tbe Albans ef Italy, bara^ako prad«oed 
«» mnry celebrated meniv^ hare eaatribated to 
tbe reTiral of Hteratare and aoenoe. 

NotwithBtanding the many advantageg which 
Florence enjoys, from its beantifol sitoation near tbe 
verdant ampbitlieatTe of the Apennines, in a fertile 
▼aUey watered by tbe Amo, from its many solid 
and elegant bridges, magnificent palaces and 
chnrdiea, — still there are sereral deep sbadea in 
the picture, heightening ita effect in tbe eyes of 
awne spectators ; bnt in mine, producing a feel- 
ing of disappointment. I had probably heard too 
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much of thU city and iM celebrated gallery ; tbns 
placed in the centre of Italy, of which it may be 
regarded as the modeni capital. 

'ilie bnildinga are ancient and lofty, bnt too 
niMsiTfl and ponderooa ; its palaces are of the 
beary architecture of ibe fonrteenth century, hav- 
ing more the appearance of strength and solidity 
than of beanty. Bnilt for the personal safety and 
defence of their proprietors as mnch as for comfort 
or ornament, during the revolntions of the torbn- 
lent middle ages, those residences served aa for- 
tresses ; bnt now, although it may truly be said 
that " erery man's honse is bis cmtle," their daric 
Gothic aspect throws a gloom over the whole 
intMior of the city. 

The Palazzo ^tti, the town-rmidence of die 
Grand Dake, is heavy, doll, and cheerless ; the 
I^lazzoVeccbio, formerly tk« goveTnment-hoiiK,at 
present occupied for public offices, is a lofty, massive, 
but veoenbte-looking edifice, with old frowning 
bMtlementa ; and the Uffizi, or great national mn- 
aeum adjoining, partakes of the same &ult. The 
two latter are situated in the I^azza di Gran Dnca, 
almost in the centre of the city ; and most of the 
adjoining atreeta are narrow, bnt well pared with 
large flags, tliongb not kept particnlarly clean. 
Witb the exception of the Lnng Amo along 
the river, where there are some elegant modem 
bnildings (such aa the Corsini palace), and a few of 
the principal streets near the I^azza di San Marco, 
Md Saoia Maria Novella, there is little to admira 
in the populous part of the town. The nnfinished 
appeerance of most of the chnrches, built of rough 
Inicks, displays their exterior to very little advan- 
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t^e, and bat ill accords with tiie splendour ai)d 
richness of their interior, loaded as they are with 
erary ornament that painting and sculpture could 
produce. There are, howerer, many magniBcent 
ptttaces, such as the Ricciardi, huilt by the great 
Cosmo di Medici, the Strozzi, a large cnbical mass 
of architecture, with rustic mason-work, and a 
splendid residence just bailt by Prince Borgheae, 
bnt almost buried by its bad situation. 

Madame Hombert's hotel is delightfully sitoated 
on the Lang Amo, and very much freqnented by 
the English. Its rooms are large, numerous, and 
good, bnt not particularly clean. From twenty to 
thirty people sit down to a well-eerred table didte 
every day. The charge is only a Frcauxtame, or 
abont five shillings, for a bed-room, breakfast and 
dinner, including wine. Tbe dining-room (on the 
gronnd-fioor) is the most objectionable part of 
the honse. We felt cold in it, eren dming iba 
finest season of the year ; what then must it be 
in winter ? Old kitchen-lamps omamMited tfaa 
tables of this large, gloomy, ranlted apartment, 
vhich ought to have been a servant's hall (harii^ 
quite the appearance of one) ; for Ike lower sto- 
nes of houses in Florence are in general only nsed 
as shops, or abandoned to the u»e of servants. 

The gallery of Florence is celebrated for one of 
the ridtest collecdoaa of pictures and statues in 
Europe. It also possesses medals, cameos, vases, 
and other rare and preciona objects of art, ancient 
as well as modem, to which general admittance 
is granted to all classes, natives and foreignera, 
with a degree of libendity that does infinite ho- 
nour to the govranment of Tuscany. On the oc- 
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CBHOB of mj Tifiti I proceeded methodicaJlf, — 
Tiewiag first the several etatnes and groapB in Ui6 
Bqoare, and under the L<^^a dt LaniHt before bb- 
cending the etaircaae of the gallery. Hie eqoes- 
trioa statne of Cosmo the Firat, by GioTanni di 
Bologna, and his gronp of Nymphs and Tritons, 
are certainly splendid pieces of scntptnre ; bot no- 
thing can excel this artist's maat^^iecei the bean- 
tifal groDp of three fignres, representing a power- 
fnt yonth extricating a lovely young female from 
the grasp of ui old man, called the Rape of the 
Sabines, though merely meant to pourlray manly 
ttrength, heanty, and old age. This group was ideal; 
tad upon the artist's inquiring ironi a litenuy friend, 
what it should be named, tbe present appellation 
wassoggeated, and the relievo on the pedestal added. 
Hie attitude of Michael Angelo's colossal statue of 
David is pleasing ; the anatomy of the hrenst and 
limbedisplays the muscular system of the royal shep- 
herd to great advantage. The figure is upri^t, with 
one arm bent, holding the aling ; and the general et- 
fect is particularly fine. The two bronze statues, 
one by Donatello, representing Judith, and the Other 
PeTseas, by fienvennto Cellini, are also tvell worthy 
of attention. However repugnant the subjects may 
be deemed, it excites the most pleasurable emo- 
tions to contemplate them as works of art. Many 
of tbe ehefSceutyret of painting and scolptore in ^e 
gallery, and particularly in the Tribnna, have been 
eo often described in all languages, that I merely 
contented myself with noting down remarks on a 
few of the most precious gems in this brilliant ga- 
laxy, such as pleased or struck me more than the 
rest. 
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Iliis princely inBtitntion reflects bonoar on 
the memory of tbose great men, Coemo and 
Lorenzo di Medici, who, by their merit, pa- 
bnotism, and wealth, rose from the rank of pri- 
Tate dtizen» to have the power, without the 
name, of aorereigns, nnitiiig the different petty 
etatea, which they brought to the highest pitch uf 
Bplendonr, and which compose the present Grand 
Dacliy of Tuscany. The former acquired the ho- 
nonrable title of Pater Patri» : the second house 
of Medici, more ambitions, bnt in other respects 
much inferior to the first, inherited some of the 
fomily lore for the arts, which has been transmit- 
ted with the sceptre to their eacceasora of the Aus- 
trian dynasty. Even now, the brilliant talents of 
artista and men of literary and scientific attain- 
mentSi shed a halo Broand this petty court. Flo- 
rence and the other merchant republics, amidst 
tfaeir incessant qnarrels, when freedom and indus- 
try went hand in hand, succeeded in collectmg into 
tbBir capitals an array of talent and genius — men 
,distiognished in art and tetters, who were an fao- 
nonr to their country and to those who patronized 
them. Bat the race of princely merchants de- 
generated in Tuscany, when the Rorentines were 
compelled to acknowledge the rolaptnons and 
ferocious Alexander as their sovereign, whose only 
merit consisted in bis being the nephew <^a Fope, 
and the aon-in-law of an Fmperor. Under the 
vitbering influence of Cosmo, and of hb son the 
oppnanirB Ftana», tbe seeds which had been 
Bown by illnatrions predecesioia were nipt in tbe 
bud ; and the once fertile soil of tbe arte be- 
camej for a dme, barren and arid, prodndng only 
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weeds under tbe banb and nngenial cnltore of 
thobe three unworthy Grand Dnkes, who disgraced 
the name of Medici. However, tome patrons of 
the arte and Bciences anbseqnently eprnog ap among 
the recent princes of that distingoished hoiue, who, 
in tbeir encourage ment of painting, scnlptnre, and 
science, emulated the foondera of their family. 

My next visit was to tbe Palazzo Pitti, which con- 
tains the most select collection of pictures in Florence, 
and free access is granted to the public on cert^n 
days of the week, with the usual Italian liber^ity. 
The interior of this palace is spacious, and ele- 
gantly famished. Its ceilings are painted in fresco, 
chiefly by Pietro di Cortona ; and in the whole 
collection of paintings, which occnpy eight rooms, 
eome of which are very large, there is probably 
not one nnwortby wort. Among the master- 
pieces may be mentioned the St Mark, by il Frate, 
(Fra. Barthotoraew della Porta) *— no less than fiva 
Carlo Dolcts, all of diBtinguished merit. The 
" Fates, " one of Michael Angelo's few oil-paint- 
ings, a most extraordinary production for co- 
louring and expression, pullcnlariy obeervable in 
the faces of these " weird sisters." There are, be- 
tides, a Cleopatra, by Guido Reni— a Holy Family, 
and a St John, by Andrea del Sarto — several very 
beautiful pictures by L. da Vinci — a portrait by Van- 
(lyck — and two admirable Bronebos (Agnolo and 
Allori) 1 also tbe Pbilosophers of Rubens, so well 
known, from Morghen's fine engraving ; and to finidi 
the splendid list, several Raphaels, four of irtiich are 
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portrait^ tbe otben a Madonna and Bambino, * 
and, what many connoisaenn consider one of this 
divine maater's be«t performances, a small picture) 
repiesen^g the Vision of Ezeluel. This paint- 
. mg attracted my attention more tban any other, 
except his own celebrated Madonna della Seg- 
g^ola, a perforii]uic« wherein be displays tbe Virgin 
witb rather too mnch roluptnoiuneBS ; for tbe dame 
.that sparkles in her eyes does not seem that pure 
celestial paasion with which the mother of om: 
Sanonr coold be supposed to be inspired. It 
betrays more of the ardent glowing love of the 
.Fomarina, the well-known model of moet of Ra- 
pbael'a females. 

The Fitti Palace is not rich in eculptnre ; bnt 
two of the statues are a boet in tbemselres. Tbe 
anperh Hercules, an antique, attributed to LyMp- 
puB, and Canofa's Venus, which stands in one of 
the ante-rooms, hung round witb miirors, present- 
ing by reflection four different views from one 
place. Many skilful artists and practised connois- 
aeurs admire the modem as mnch as the aninent 
Venus, to wbicb the former gave place in the Tri- 
bnna on the return of tbe latter from Paris. It is, 
bowever, a atnking proof of the modesty of tbe 
great Sculptor, that he particularly requested his 
-Venus might be placed upon a different and tower 
pedestal, than the one formerly occupied by tbe 
antique marble. The atutnde of Canova's sta- 
tue is nndonbtedly copied from tbe anti4]ue, a 
drctomstance which deprives tbe artist of tbe 
merit of originality. The general appearance and 

* Virgin and Child. 

.nogic 
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tecbmcal detaiti are of that fine modeV >^oin 
wen except in Grecian ecnlptore, perfect in ptunt 
of shape sad symmetry. The legs and amw 
■re elegant and slender, the breasts diadnct and 
delicaM, and the tout ensemble presents the natural- 
ly graceM timidity of a lorely woman seeming to 
ijirink from exposure, compressing her drapery, as 
if in the act of qnitting the bath. I will not enume- 
rate the respective beanties of this and the Medi- 
cean Venus, two faultless masterpieces of ancient 
and modem scolptnre. Tlie talent of Canova wa» 
perhaps never more conspicuous than in this cele- 
brated effort of his chisel, which alone would suffice 
to rank him as the first scnlptor of the age, had 
he not other and prior claims. 

The Boboli g«dena annexed to the palace are 
very extensire. In Italian landscape-gardening, 
little is left to nature ; all is art. Straight avennea, 
stiff and formal, with trees cut into omamenta in 
the Dutch style and much too symmetrical, com- 
pose its chaiacteriatics. So great is our national 
superiority in point of lasta, that we almost con- 
uder ounelres entitled to sneer at the Conunenlal 
imitations of AJanUn Anglait, which is any thing 
bat mial in general, llie redeeming point of' 
these gardens is the pres«ice of tiie statues, some 
by celebrated masters, with which they are orna- 
mented. The group lA Adam and Eve by Nic- 
carini, though admiied for ita execution, did not 
please me so nmch as the fountain, represeating a 
young rustic in the act of pouring out water from 
a bucket on his shoulders into a vessel, which I 
thought admirable, and placed in a very appropri- 
ate situation. 
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T Mibseqitatit]^ *islted ibe nraMnni of nsttind 
hurtory, foondeil by the Emperor Leopold when 
Grand Dnke of Tnsciuiy : It contuiis an excellent 
collectton io Zoology and Onuthol<^y) well ar- , 
ranged ttnd accvretely named ; md iii the latter 
hfferiw only to die collection of Vienna. The 
mioends are aliio mnnetoas, and jadidongly se- 
lected ; and its botanical garden is large, and fdr- 
nlabed ttith bot-honses. 

What bm rendered tbis eitablisbment most in- 
tereating, is its telebrated anatomical collection in 
wax, whicb it iTneqnailed in Europe. It com- 
prisea many thonmnd epecimens in colonrsd wax, 
iltostrating a series of diMections of tbe bnman 
body, and of animals, whirfa attract innnmerable 
MudentB for the piirposes of improremeni, ae well 
•STiaitora from merb curiosity. Tbe last room ex- 
bibiltd contuns a representation of the plague 
iiga is wax, wbi(^ is too horrible to cootem- 
pttttc; the very recoHection of it miikeH me ahadder. 
litis Knatomical collection was formed under tbe 
sffperibtemlance of the Kble and ingenioos I^ro- 
fefflor Fontana. It must bora been a perfect Her- 
culean labour : reqmniig profound koowiedgA of 
'&K human frame, as well as enthusiasm, activity, 
M<d great patience, m order to anpport tbe fatigue 
and metnal excitement called forth, while grappling 
wttb the many difficulties attMidant on the com- 
plietion of lo scientific and ardaons sn undertaking. 
It is Indeed a noUe monument of tbe persevBr- 
ance of tbe h^ly gifted mid philantbrt^ic Abate. 

Florence may well be proud of her great men. 
Tbe name of tbe Medici recalls, even to those 
least read in biatory, tbe munificent and enlighten- 
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ed patroDBge of literatore and the arts diapUyed by 
that illnstrioaB family. His celebrated city baa 
pven to the world Dante, Petrarch, Boccacdo, A- 
mericuB VesposioB, Machiavelli, and Galileo, who 
rack BO hig:h in literature and science ; Leonardo 
da Vinci, Michael Angelo, Brnnelleachi and the 
Alloris, equally eminent in the fine arta ; and nov 
JMoTgheD, the pupil of Volpato, bo well known for 
the excellence of hia engravings, and Benvennti 
the preBent President of tbe Academy, a punter 
of metit. It can also boast of Bartolini, who, as 
a scalptor of bosle, has nearly reached the higheBt 
feme an artist can attain ; and whose studio and 
gabinetto ara deserving of attention. Bartolini wM 
chosen from among the most eminent men in £d- 
rope, to superintend the erection of Napoleon's tri- 
umph^ colmnn in tbe Place Vend6me, which is 
jnsdy regarded as one of the most beantifnl modem 
works of art ; and ihe principal part of its baui re> 
/tm is from bis elegant and classical designs. Many 
industriooH and able workmen are engaged in tbia 
city in different branches of art ; one of which is, 
I believe, pecnliar to it, called tbe labori di scttr 
luola, a species of stncco which imitates moeaic 
•nd paintbg, and for the revival of which they are 
indebted to Don Hngford, an English raonk of 
Camaldoli. Several clever arUsts are also em< 
ployed in the pietra dura and moauc manttbo 
tones, which are very flourisbiog ; as is also, scnlp- 
tnre in alabaster, a native production in which the 
most ezqaiske copies of antiques are execnted. 

Eveiy bcility is afforded by government for ibe 
introduction of foreign books, periodical pnblicM 
tiona and nemp^ien ; and many of the fonnerare 
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reptibliilKil. Tlinfl, a certain degree of infonnttimi 
ia spread, and irorks of merit are eagerly bought op. 
He best editions of Voltaire, Rousseau, Byron, and 
other French and English works, can be obtained 
of seveTal enterprising publishers, as cheap in 
Florence as in Vvm, although strictljr prohibited 
m the Roman, Sardinian, and Austrian States. 
Science and litemry men are therefore induced to 
resort to a city where they enjoy so many adran- 
tages ; and the sociability and kindness of ihe Tus- 
<»ns make it an agreeable residence to the many 
strangers who are thus encouraged to settle amongst 
them. Courtesy seems to be an obligation on i^l ; 
snd it ie not anrprisiDg that numbers of Ei^ish- 
men and Russians have been tempted, by pl^aasnC 
society and other attractions, to take up th«r a- 
bode in some of the beat " Casas " or palaszos of 
Florence. Frenchmen so seldom navel in Italy, or 
Indeed any where else out of " la belle France," that 
there is little chance of meeting any of them beyond 
the Alps. Paris is the ne pltu ultra of a French- 
man's ambition as to a residence. So high indeed 
does it stand in his estimation, that he feels quite 
ofibnded, if any one presumes to imagine thai he 
could hare sacn bad ta^te as to quit it, from any 
other motive save love or war 1 but I have often 
seen ^e sdtne feces from Bath, Brighton, and 
Cheltenham, transplanted to Ae Long Amo, bang- 
ing abont, or staring at pictorea and statues in 
the gallery. In fact, English carriages, drawn by 
English horses, filled with English ladies, icod at- 
tended by English footmen, are now almost aa 
common on the Caacine as in Hyde Park. 
Cbcnladag libraries, that del^tful reMurce (rf 
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our fur conntrywomen, hare been long establialied 
at Florence. Tbere is also an excellent reading- 
room, where English, French, and German news- 
papers, magszinea, and reviewa, are to be foiuid ; a 
Swiss keeps it in very good style, and has given 
it the Boniewhat pompons title of " Gabhulto 
SeietUifico i Literario. " • 

My travelling companion now annonuced his de- 
parture for Naples, as he wished to get there dnrii^ 
the fine weather I This I tbonght tatfaer a Rossiaa 
idea, and begged to surest that be would be quite 
safe in any part of Italy in winter, if it were mere- 
ly the cold he dreaded. I believe he is a solitary in- 
stance of a man being three days in Florence with- 
out having seen its gallery; bnt I forget the absurd 
reason he assigned for relinquishing that exquisite 
treat. I never knew a more eccentric, or witty 
fellow, nor one fonder of argument, than this same 
companion. A soldier and a philosopher, B. ba<l 
been expelled from his college and his regiment ; 
yet he was conciliatory, brave and intelligent. He 
bad fought a dozen duels, and was only then re- 
covering from a severe wonnd received in hia last 
" sfiair ; " yet be was hnmane and benevolent : ■ 
native of &e most uncivilized country in Enn^M, 
yet polite and well informed : a cynic, yet an eo- 
tfansiastic admirer of beanty: a misanthrope, yet 
endowed with a tender heart : lUteral, with mean- 
ness : and, to sum ap hia character, it formed a 
perfect antithesis in il«elf. 

The Baron de B — , to ^om I had been introir 
dnced at Milan, I fonnd a preferable, though not 

* ScienliSc and Litettrj Depot. 
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a more amusing relloir-tniTeller. He agreed to 
wait a kw days for me, in order that we might 
aet off for Rome together. Iq the meantime he 
aceorapanied me to several of the churches, and 
pointed oat many objects worthy of notice, which 
be bad previously inspected under the guidance 
of that neceesory evil — a cicerone, l^e cathedral 
St Moiia del fiore was our fint visit. The edi- 
fice itaelf was commenced by Amolpho di Lapo 
in the IStb century. The dome, de^igoed by 
Bmnelleschi, is said to have given Michael Angelo 
the idea of the magnificent cupola of St Peter'a. 
The front is not yet finished ! Indeed few of the 
chnrcbee in Florence are in a state of completion, » 
circumstance which detracts greatly from their effect. 
The interior of the cathedral of St Maria del Fiore 
is so dark and gloomy, that many fine atBtnes by 
Donatello, Michael Angelo and Sansorino, are in 
a manner lost to the public The exterior is cased 
in black and white marfalei admirably disposed t 
and, viewed aa the principal edifice of a splendid 
group, consisting besides of the Baptisterinm aod 
Belfry in the same square, it may be conaidered 
aa one of the most interesting monuments of the 
wedth and spirit of the Republican days of Flo- 
rence. The beantiiul detadied tower or belfiy 
near it, built by Giotto, and covered in like man- 
ner with a profiisioD of marble of various colonra, 
ie a fine bold structure ; and those who chooee to 
undergo the fatigne of mounting about 400 steps, 
may enjoy a delightful view of the city and its 
environs from a height of nearly 300 feet. It waa 
this building which Charies V. said " ought to be 
preaerved in a case like a lady's jewelled bodkin." 
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Opposite to the Duomo, etaiHla the Dsptitterio, 
an ancient marble cbnrch of an octagonal ahapei 
much aiimireil for the elegance of its architectore, 
and for Ghiberti's celebrated bronze doore, * richly 
omameated with baa«i relieri on the pannels, which 
were declared by Michael Angelo, " worthy to ba 
^e gates of Paradise. " We entered it, and fonod 
the priesta in the act of christening an inftnt, be* 
ing, as the name imports, the only place of worship 
in the city for tbat purpose ; and therefore dedi- 
cated to S( John the Baptist. It is adorned by two 
porphyry colamne, and many others of granite, aa 
well aa a nnmber of statues by celebrated sculptora. 
The chnrch of Santa Croce, with ita oil and frea- 
CO paintings, its tombs and statnes, next occopied 
onr attention. Sereral of the earliest efibrta of 

• " lDthe;earl40l},tlieniagiatntmof FloreDCeroolTcd 
to omflment the two remuniiig entnocn to the Btptistery 
with gates of broDis, aiiDilar in design to those wbicb had 
before, by Andrea da FUa, been prepared for tbe third. 
They acrordingly imited a competition of the most cele- 
brated Bttiat!, hj publicly announcing their intention in 
BTcry principalit; of Italy, Of the artists who, on tha 
day appointed, OBsembled in great numbers, «ii were im- 
mediately acknowledged to surpau the rest in geoeral eati- 
ination, though of doubtful superiority as compared with 
«uh other. Of the candidates thus selected, Brunellet. 
chi and Ghiberti were Florentines ; Jacomo della Querda 
of Siena, Nicola L^mberli of Areuo, Francisco di Val- 
dambrino, were Tuscans ; and Simone del Colli was from 
Lombardy. Ou the eipiration of a year, during which 
they were maintained at the expense of the state, each waa 
required to produce a complete pannel, finished in the 
proper style, and of the just dimensious, as required in 
the future work. 

Tbe lime for eiamioing these performances bdDg ar> 
rived, a second assembly of artista was convened at Flo- 
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Giotto and Ikbigaritoni's pendt grace the duur and 
vestry, 'ffae gnmping and attitudes are good, but 
the folds and hll of the draperies, in the atiff maii- 
aer of the earlier Florenuoo scboeU are wofnlly 
defective. The statnea are chiefly by AUori, Sal- 
riate, and Donatello — ill native ardsta. 

The Cbarch of Santa Croce, " the centre of pil- 
grimage, and Mecca of Italy," is graced with the 
manaaleoDis of Michael Angela, Machiavelli, Gali- 
leo, Aretino, and other greatmen. Thatof thefirst 
is particolarly remarkable, and ornamented witli 
statues of the uater arts of Architecture, Fainting, 
and Scnlptare, in all of which Bnonanrtti shone 
pre-eminent. Here also a aionnment has been 
erected by the Dncbese of Albany to Count Victor 
Alfieri, a Dame dear to every lover of liberty and 
tlje Muses. The Genius of Italy is ponrtrayed, 
with her moral crown, leaning upon the white 

lenci^ when tfairty-eigtit of the moat accompliUied were 
Tequested to act u judges. The compelitors beving 
wrought m secret, and »part from each other, the pannels 
were now fint expoied, repre«enting, in miieil relief, the 
Sacrifice of Abraham, — B subject prescribed, as well Cal- 
culated to elicit their utmost skill, including both draped 
and naked figures, and animals. Thia waa a spectacle 
Vorthy of the happiest ages of ancient Greece : — the uui- 
giitrates in their robes presided ; — the assembled citizeu 
Mood around; — and the judges discuased aloud, ia pre- 
wnce of all, the respective merits of the rival productions. 
After long deliberatioD, conducted with the most im- 
partial scrutiny, Lorenzo Ohiberti, a youth of twen^- 
Itaree years, was declared to hiie surpassed the skill and 
elegance of his opponents. Tfae work thus honourably 
assigned to bis superior merits, formed the constant labour 
of forty years of his life, and still remains one of the th>- 
bUmmanumeiili of modem art. " Himis' L^of Cannot. 
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matble t4Hnb of her faToorite son, Whom losa ahe 
is lamentiDg. I need not attempt to bestow any 
connDendaUon on tbe execution of tlua splendid 
mansoleDm, when I mention that it b the work 
of Canora. 

I generaltf spent a conple of bottrs daily in 
the gallery, commenclDg with an examination 
of the fine pieces of ecolpture in the ante-room ; 
then of die excdient and complete collection of 
busts of the Roman Emperors ; and aftOTwards of 
the bas-reliefs, which are in an ailmirahle state 
of preserration. It is extremely interesting to 
mark the progress of punting from the KviTal of 
the arte in the early part of de llth century, and 
to read their history in tbe works before W, from 
the time that the Senate of Florence introduced 
several artists from Greece, who formed the style 
and taste of the stndeola. It was from this cir- 
camstance that the first school of punting, at the 
bead of which stands Cimabae, may be said to 
have taken its rise. When advancing tlnongh the 
gallery, after riewtng the productions of the Father 
of tbe Florentine school, and those of bis pupil 
Giotto, we airive at the \rat\u of Memmi and 
Orgagna, ckwely fdlowed by Uccelto, who lotro- 
daced perspective, and first quitted the stiff, fonnef 
manner of the Greeks. We then observe some 
speciinens <A the earlier oil-paintings of Antonella 
da Messina, and those of a later age, Ferngino, 
Bellino, Gbirkndajo, and Mnssaccio i^hose lively 
colouring and correct design sho# a grsddal im- 
provement. Lorenao il Magnifico, and Leo the 
Tenth, possessed a taste and munifioence hitherto 
unexampled, and ndiicfa periiaps will uevef again 
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be eqoalted ; for, under their fostering inflnencet 
floarUbed Leoniu'do da Vinci, with wbom com- 
uenced the modem Florentine achool. With the 
appearance of Leonardo da Vinci, cease the dark 
ages of the arts ; and daring the 15th and 16tk 
centaries, painting was nobly patronized by the 
wealth and power of the Medici, and kept pace 
with the luxury and spleadonr of Italy. Da Vinci 
was followed by Michael Angelo, and a list of other 
great masters, whose leading principles may he 
denominated grandear, dignity and force. Etetf 
eabject was attempted, and every subject, I may 
say, was embellished by the splendid works of tfa« 
great artista who now sprang up, Titian, Andres 
del Sarto, Raphael, Georgioae, Ginlio Romano, and 
Corregio ; and who exhausted every occurrence 
ef more than ordinary interest in Scripture, in Greelc 
and Roman mythology, as well as in ancient and 
modem history. What a fund of information and 
instraction is displayed in this gallery for the be- 
De6t of BTtiBts I I saw many Englisbmen and 
foreigners copying different masterpieces. Tbe 
want of a national gallery compels our conntry- 
nen to resort to Italy in order to study thur art. 
We have, however, at length commenced one ; 
and in the course of a few years, I hope we shall 
have something worthy of England, which poa- 
aesses so many admirable works, undoubted origi- 
nals, of the old and best tnaatera. 

In this collection, considerable taste and judg- 
ment have been displayed in the arrangement of 
the many admirable treasures it contuns. In two 
long parallel galleries, including the wing neur the 
ijrer which couuecta tbem, are to be found spea> 
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mem of paiDting from die ddys of Cim^ne, pre- 
gnesirely ilhislratH^ the progress of the art, down 
to the present time. The different scltoob are 
placed in separate apsrtmeDti, which commsDicate 
trith, and open into, the principal gallerien. Two 
roonrt exhibit portraits of the moat celebrated pain- 
ters of erery conntiy, which were fexecnted gene- 
tally by tfaemselTee, for the purpose of being pre- 
aeitted to the Grand Dnkes of Tnscsny. These 
mv highly interesting, as they rec&U many of the 
great masteis connected with the art. The iiames 
ef most df theiA, tt^etber with many of their 
works, had Heen tong fiimiliar to me, end, there- 
fore, to befarid ibea features, as po^rayed by 
tbemselvesj ira^ no sAall gratificauoD. On the 
wliole, bow^rer, it is rMh6r a fst^bg exMbition ; 
and I tamed from it with regret, to find so few of 
my own cnimtTyiben amongst those 400 eminent 
artists. Ndw, bokerer, there is bnt one, Law- 
rence in Enrop«, and oitr aetnel skill in portrait' 
paintinghaeperhapBneverbetnBnqmssedinanysge 
or nation ; tior is it astbnishiiig, with so powWol 
a Btimslaa as the trealtfa of England, thiA an infe- 
rior, bnt mbre self-gratifyii^, depiirtmeM of the 
art, should have attained so elevated a pitch of sac- 
cess. The gallery was crowded with copyists of 
both sexes, frbm many of whom emanated Uie 
most wretched danbs, in imitation of the beaotihil 
master^eces of Hsphael and Titian. I foimd one 
Engfirit artist who had been engaged nearly amonth 
in copying a sopefb Paulo Veronese, witbont know- 
ing tbe snl^ct ; which happened to be the Mar- 
tyrdom of St Agnes. I thonght his ignorance 
«vinnd very little promise ; for in his profeauon 
l2 
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•ODie knowledge of hietory, ncred aa well u pn» 
fime, .is certainly indispensable ; and wortb tb» 
trouble of Btndying, if not for the purpose of se- 
lecting subjects for his own pendl, at least that he 
may underBtand something of the productions of 
others. I always closed my inspection with the 
Tribnna, which contains nothing bnt raesterpiecest 
•elected from the best antiques in scnlptnre, and 
the most admirable paintings that art has ever pro- 
daced. In scolptnre the most predona work is 
the Venae de Medicis, which I had seen already 
in Paris ; and the opinion which I then formed, re- 
mained unchanged with regard to that admirabte 
piece of sculpture ; namely, that for calm loTelueaa 
and pladdity, it can nerer be excelled, bnt there ia 
about it a want of the Tolnptuonsness distinguishing 
the Goddess of Love, snd so often misplaced in the 
Madonnas. The arms of the Mediceui Venus, it 
is easy to perceive, are not the workmanship of 
Alcam^n^. They are, indeed, known to be mo- 
dem restorations ; a iact which accoauts for a cer- 
tain stiffiiess in their poeitioo, particnlarly observ- 
able in the left arm. Many also think the head 
too email, and out of proportion with the body. 
It is wonderful, however, that a statue, which, 
when discovered, was in nearly a dozen pieces, 
(the joinings being quite perceptible), could erer 
be made to sfipear with so few imperfections. 
Had Phidias himself entered the lists on a trial of 
strength with his two pupils Alcam^ea and Ag- 
.onciiles, it is doubtful if he could have produced 
any thmg superior to this work ; although the Pa- 
rians allege, that the palm was not awarded to tiie 
sculptor, so much on account of jls excellence, as 
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from Ihfl drcnmRtance of hit being, like hit jadges, 
an Athenian. There era some, however, who 
mainuin, and not witfaont reason, that the etatna 
actnall]' wm from the band of the great tnasier 
kimaelf, who took this mediod of obtuniog the 
pnzt for a loved pupil. I will merely ennmerat* 
^e remuning masterpieces in the Tribona ; namely, 
tiw groDp of the wreBtlera ; L'Arotino, the spy or 
knife-whetter — for it is miknawn who this disputed 
Btatne so named is meant to represent, tfaongh 
•ome sappoee it to have been intended to repre- 
sent a Scythian slave ; and the Apollini or yogith- 
ful ApoUo, die tono of which is considered as tlie 
finest piece of antique scnlptnre of this character 
extant 

In punting, the Tribnna boasts of six pictnres by 
Hai^iael, among which the St John in the Desert 
is allowed to be lite best, a Viifi;ln, and a splendid 
portrmt of his patron Jolins the Second. There 
are, beaides, the Descent from die Cross by An< 
drea del Sarto, a Madonna by Corregio, a Michael 
Angelo, and several wotks by Rnbens ; but there 
is none so remarkable as that goi^ieous display of 
colouring, the Titian Venus, a naked figure the 
size of life, reclining on a conch in the most grace- 
fnl, languishing posture. From the position of this 
work, which is phtced near the Grecian Queen of 
Beauty, the two finest representations of the Cy- 
tboean goddess, in painting and sculpture, when 
thus coming in immediato contrast, cannot but 
challenge comparison. 

There are diree theatres at Florence, of which 
the Feigola, intended for the performance of o- 
perai and balteta, is the largest. The price of 
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admisnoii is lotr, ha ib all Itriian liwatn^ Twt- 
exceeding two shillings to tbe pit ; which, like 
that of tbe Opera-home in London, is tbe amtl 
place of reaon for geotlemen. Sonte df the 
bozea are spadoiu ; bat tbe gredl«r part of them 
are private. In Bome of the BoenM whicti repm- 
smt streeta and bnildingi, 1 obwrred a want incor- 
rect per«pectire, UDpardonafale in tbit land of tbe 
arttf whwe one woald expect to find greater atten- 
tion paid to minnl« and apparently iriTial details. 
Although there were no first-rate singers eDgag>ed« 
the mnaic was admirable. In point of orcbesUal 
strength, England moM yield the palm to Genaaby 
and Italy ; for, even in the minor theatres of tbeait 
nations, she is excelled. They have always an im- 
poemg host of performers, acarcdy inferior to our 
Lindleys and Nicholsoas, from amongst whom tbey 
Bake their seleclionS. Even German dovereigni 
are sometimes seen presidii^ in the orcfaestn «t 
their opers-honses. Wbeo at Darmstadl, I wm 
told that tbe Grand Doke is so excellene a pei^ 
former, that he occasionally appears in pnbKc, sil- 
peiintending the fiddlers; and it m said the raaiiK 
tenance ttf Ms drama^ corps costs more thtta his 
whole army in time of peace 1 We genetnlty finil 
m the larger dieatres, that nnleas die voice baqipeM 
to be extremely powerful it is qule lost, so seldom 
is the conatmction of the edifice free from dufudL 
The CocomerO) however, is a smdl bttt ezeeHeAt 
theatre, chiefly for the opera bnfia ; and there la 
attached to it, a rery good corpt de bailet, aAmig 
whom are many beaotifal females. 

The architecture and basai reUevi of the chitfdt 
of La Santissima Nnaziata, which forma oaa u^ 
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of die sqaara of thttt Dame, are very mnidi admi- 
red. Besides many good oil-paintings, it con- 
taiiu Andrea del Sarto'it &mons Madonna del 
Saccu ia the cloister, so called because the paiut^' 
agreed to receive in payment a bag of wheat, which 
he has inUodnced into his fresco, with St Joseph 
repoung upon it ; while the Virgin is refH^sented 
seated on a cushion, with the infant Jeans in ber 
arms. There are several other frescoes, by An- 
drea del Sarto, in the portico of the convent, pre- 
ferable to this, altbongh many consider it his mas- 
terpiece, merely because it hae acquired a great 
d^;ree of celebrity, and has been very often copied 
and engraved. 

But among the finest churches in Florence, that 
of St Maria Novella, belonging to the Dominican 
order, ie the most remarkable ; and eo much did 
Michael Aogelo admire it, that he is aaid to have 
studied ita architectnre, in some instances adopt- 
ing it as his model. The altar-pieces are all by 
Cimabae, Orgagna, and other eminent old masters. 
In the choir there are eome beantifnl pictures by 
Gbirlandajo (Bnonarotti's master), in whidi he 
has introduced portruts of the Medici, and other 
great ihen of the day. This convent and some 
others are well known for their adjoining phar- 
macieB and periiinieries, prepared by the indus- 
triotts friaia, who supply the sick vrith the best 
mecUcmee — an the lowest terms to those who do 
pay, and gntis to the poor. 

One day I devoted a couple of honia to the se- 
pulchral chapel of the Medici family, erected a- 
bont two centuries ago by order of Ferdinand I., 
and dedicated to San I^renzo. The splendour 
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«f thia wonder of Florence baffles sU descrip^oB, 
but it is for too ridi and gaadjr for the DMHuolenm 
of any prince. It ia yet ia aa nnfinished atate, 
and connata of a cbi4>el md tscriaty — the former 
bong; of a moderate ajse, and in tbe shape of an 
octt^cm, snrmoiinted by a lofty and elegant copola. 
In the ktter are the far-famed tombs whidi 
grre the name to the chapel (i)ei SepoZcAri). These 
are the entire worki of Michael Angelo, couHat- 
ing each of a aarcopfaagns of irhite marble, on whid 
recline two all^orical acnlptnres, while above, in 
a niche, sita the statue of the deceased, 



llieae figures represent Giuliano, Duke of Ne- 
mours, and Lorenzo de Medici, Duke of Urbino, 
the hnaei brother of Leo X., the latter &ther of 
Alexander I. ; and for tmth of eipression, eape- 
dally that of Lorenzo, rank among the finest ex- 
amples of modem art. Respecting the aHegorical 
personages, much dispute has arisen ; but on the 
most competent authority, they are considered as 
peraonifybg in the one instance Dawn and Twi- 
l^he, in the other Night and D<^. 
" gigBOttc farms- 
Turned into stone, mt cTerbstinglj, 
Yet still are breathing, and shed round at noon 
A twofold influenca 

neae monomenta occupy the two aides of tbe 
chapel right and left of the altar, opposite to which 
ia another celebrated work of the aume artist, being 
a group In white marble, of the Virgin and Child) 
like the two former also onfiniahed. Still it ia im- 
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poadble not to discover bow admirable tliey would 
faare beeO) bad thejr recetTed the last exqiuMte 
touch from hu cbiid. Even the rough outline 
diaplays ■ certain gracefniaesB and ayaaaelry Rel* 
dom equalled by my other artist ; and none bai 
been found bold eiiongb to attempt the restoration, 
or rather completiqa, of works which this anbUnto 
nwatar onfortnuately left nnfinished. The head of ' 
a Mtyr was Mtcluel Angela's firet effort, when be 
wu 0BI7 fifteen. It is a remarkable performance 
for a boy ; bnt more so, from its haring been tha 
means of introdndng him to Lorenzo il Magnificoi 
andensnringdiefDtnrepatronaget^thatprince. The 
characteristic style of this eminent artist waa sub- 
limity of conc{^tion and endless variety of subor- 
dinate puis. He stamped even ueanDesa and 
deformity with gnutdenr ; and it liaa been said) 
that ** hjs inf&uts teem with the man, and that 
his men were a race of gianta. " He was the in- 
ventor of Epic paintii^, bnt contented himself 
with a negfttive coloori rejectiDg all merevicious 
ornament. To give the ^pearance of ease and 
intel%ibility to the moqt difficult subjects was 
his peculiar tqlent. Thus he exUbited the origin, 
pn^jress, and final difipensations of the Theocracy, 
in tbe Sixtips chapel ; apd persoiTified motion in 
tlie groups of the cartoons of Pisa. It would b» 
difficult (o say in which of the three arts, of pamt- 
ing, scnlptwe, or architecture, Boonarotti excel- 
led, so great, was be in each ; yet it has been hia 
fate to be censured for the impotence of a host of 
copyists, wbob making futile attempts to ^proach 
the grandenr of bis forms, instead of seizing bia 
bold inspirattoD, o^ly succeed in imitatii^ him. 
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a of dereliction, wheo he deviated 



TnscBD^ is, I have no donbt, the happiest conn* 
try in Italy. Altbongh the govemraent is abso- 
Inte, it is tempered with much mildnets and mo- 
deration ; nor do the Tuscans fett) the want of a 
cOQBtitQtion, for there are few existing abiues to re- 
form, and they are attached to the reigning family. 
They forget its Anstrian origin, and look npon 
Leopold the Second as an Italian, bom and broi^t 
np amongst them. They were by no means ftiend- 
ly to the French; and the Anatrians, wha gncceed- 
ed in the temporary possession of Tnscany, never 
gained much of their affections. Indeed, all the 
Italians seem to have been disgnHted by the parsi- 
mony, hsnghtinessiand morosenessof the Anstrians. 
The present administration enjoys the con&dence of 
the Prince, and the respect of the people. Universal 
and well oi^nized Jatrs have been institnted, and 
the real intention of justice is never paralyzed by 
unequal administration. The higher orders are 
generally engaged in patriotic and laudable pur- 
snita — patronizing de arts, sdences, and literature, 
which, thna enconraged, are snccessfnily cnltivnted. 

In Florence, the three principal libraries are the 
Magliabechina, rich in nus books of the fifteenth 
century, and ralnable maniucripte ; the Riccardia- 
na ; and that of the Medici at San Lorenzo. This 
last contains the identical mannscript volumes col- 
lected from the East, at so mnch cost and care by 
Cosmo and Lorenzo ; and from which, in more 
dian one instance, were obtained the present print- 
ed editions, and our knowledge of certain Greek 
anthers. The Library itself is the grdutectnre of 
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M> An^lo, even to the o&ken desks, and corera of 
tbe books; andhis, itia tJsos^d, was theinTentioD, 
Btill in use, of cb^ning each TOlnme to its place, eo 
that they may be consolted hnt not remored. The 
academy of fiae arts reckons amoogst its members 
all the principal native, and many foreign artists. 
Faramonnt authority was assumed by the ancieot 
Delia Craaca over the vernacalar language, which 
is now united to tbe Apatisca, nader the name of 
" Academia Fiorentina. " 'Riis is a Tery flonrish- 
ing establishment, and was founded by the Gmiid 
Duke Leopold for literary purposes. It exercises 
a beneflcial controul over Italian philology, aa it is 
absolutely oecessary there should exist a standard 
for the classical language of a country where so 
many dialects are written and spoken. ' 

In charitable institutions, there is the Spedale di 
Santa Maria Nuora, a large and well- conducted 
hospital for sick peraons of all descriptions ; the 
Bonifacio, destined for insane persons and inrahds ; 
finally, the " Innocents, " for foundlings, orphans, 
and destitute children. 1 have often thought 
the want of such an eatsblishiQent as the latter a 
reflection on the inhabitants of the richest dty in 
Europe (London); for the foundling hospital there 
is a misnomer, a cert^n interest being required 
to obtun admittance for children. Pma, even 
lAtbott, and most of the great cities in Europe, have 
foundling hospitals, where children are indiscri' 
minately received, without any questions being 
asked. 

The Mieericordia ought to be regarded as a 
model for National imitation. This interesting 
and useful institution, is not peculiar to Flo- 
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raw* ; for similar establiBbiiientB eun si Flsh, and 
in many town* of Italy and other Catholic conn- 
tfiee, being of great an^iuty. Its meinbert con- 
■iat of three clsasei ;-^the first, ot C«pi de Gnardio, 
ifu-XmAtf the Grand Dnke, the Ai^bhi^op, the 
priocqtal nobility: and dignified dei^ ; the second 
in composed of several bnndieda of gentlemeDi 
dargymeni and merohanta ; and the third class con- 
fioed to laymen, miuten upwards of a thousand 
memben, comprising tradesmen and mechanics. 

It isnotnnuiaaltomeetadetacliraentoftbiBfra- 
taraity attending in profound silence the hinerals 
of the poor, bearing torches (all funtusla are after 
sanset in Italy), and snrronnded by the inugnia of 
dftath. They also dislribate alms among the pocM*, 
from a fond irused for the puipose by tlua brotber- 
faftod of mercy, which is only composed of per- 
aons c^ good character and b^TLOnr ; and they 
OGcasiwidly parade the city in the dress of tb«r 
ordo', soliciting charity in md of their fonds. The 
poorer members of the ordw when sick, are pro- 
vided with a pbyuuan, and allowed a weekly sua 
from the fands of the iostitntion. Tbey hold them- 
selves ready to attwid on any emei^eucy ; and not 
mdy viait the sick, but convey ibem to :be hospitali 
and, when dead, to the sepuldu'e. Even Leopold 
hintself has been known to hw on hit shooldeia 
tliQ covered litter of the Miaericordia conveying a 
panper to the hospital ; and in tbe eyes of a pbi- 
lauthropist, the black vestment of the order of 
mercy most then have been even more honoordil* 
tohim thauUiepivpleof the Emperor. 

When mentioning the Misericordio, which rec- 
kons amo«g its memben so many oi the first no- 



E U OKUOMIBI— KOBILITT. 1*7 
bilHy, I im^ iidA tbM tb«« ii aaotfaa' inrtkntiim 
in FitRvncf , cempmed of abont twenty of die sains 
clasB. called the BoonDOtnini de Sbb Martina, 
which was rooiifled by St AntDnino, a benevolent 
Arcfabi^op of Florence, in the fifteenth centniy, 
for the philsudiropic pnrpoee of coUectiag and 
distiiboting alms among iho decayed gentry, i^ can 
neither work nor want, tad are aihamed to beg. 
Lai^ nuns are thas diatribnted weekly among many 
who are starring nnder a genteel appeataoce, and 
would blash to make known their poverty. Tliis 
brotheriiood of benevolent splee apon domeadc 
miaery, also Hesrch for tht retreaU of anffering de- 
licacy, whom they visit periodically and relieve. 
Moat of these poveri vergognoti * are ladies who 
live in garrets, and never go ont except to the 
early tnase, nnperceived. I nnderBtaad this ea- 
tablishment now provides for above 600 fiuniliea. 

Travellen, aa a matter of course, re|ireoent tlw 
Italian nobility as dettitnte of eoei^ and liberali- 
ty, engrossed by triffii^ occnpalionB, snd) aa 
danrang and singing ; nay, many persons stigma- 
tise them aa degenerate, ignorant, and dissipated. 
Florence certainly presents a pro^of the injttstice 
of these reproaches ; for its aristocracy employ 
mnch of their time, talents, and weal^, in pro- 
noting charitable and literary institotiona, snch aa 
I have described. They found schools for mntnal 
inBtractiouiandpatronizeandenconrage the fine arts 
and liberal sciences. When 1 was at Bol<^;na, 
Milan, Venice, and other cities of Italy, I was as- 
I > red ft»in good aathoiity, (after mnch penmal in- 
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vestigation, amoDgst iiati?M as well as fore^nen), 
that very many who have beea Bunilarly aspened, 
follow tbe Bame laadable conrae. 

la winter the Bociety of Florence is eiceileat. 
I am toM the Fioreatinea live with much economy 
St home, but the npper classes display a good deal 
of luxury in their equipages, and some taste in 
dieir cenntry houses, many of which are elegant 
and much preferable to their sombre Casaa in 
town. CoDDt Demidoff, a rich but very feeble and 
decrepid Russian, takes the lead in society. This 
wealthy and affsble pereon is said to have been.ori- 
gmolly a slave ; but my Rusuan fnend assnred me 
■nch was not the case ; he havmg inherited from 
hie &ther, who was, howerer, of Uie lowest origin, 
some gold mioas, which produced an immense an- 
nual revenae. Demidoff is now a Florentine mer- 
chant, a Russian count, and an Italian commendft- 
tore, and has in bis pay a tolerable company of 
French comedians. Hia soirees, to which the in- 
Uodnction of a iiiend procured me an invitation, 
commence with a play or vauderille, and are ex- 
tremely pleasant. The Roman Prince Boigbese, 
who has the largest income of any Italian noble- 
man, also gives parties once a week when at 
Florence, and spends his 50,000/. a year nobly. It 
ia good policy of the Grand Duke to conciliate 
two such wealthy individnals. ' He renders their 
stay in his caftital agreeable by every means in his 
power, as the want of courtesy in the Papal Court 
forced them to quit Rome, where the loss of their 
prinpely establishments is severely felt, and their 
presence proportionately appreciated by the Flo- 
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£srlf one morning the Bbtod de B— Duda hk 
BppeBiBDce in my room with n Roman Tetturino, 
and expresKtl bimaelf ver^ anxious to set off. I 
felt quite disposed to accompany bim, for in the 
■treeU, at the inns, and on the promenades, one 
only meets with English people ; and as I came not 
to Florence to see my own conntrymeii, I thought 
the sooner I took iny departnre fbr Rome the bet- 
ter, betore they made their periodical flight aonth. 
When the English commence qaigratiag, the hire 
of conveyances of erery description is donUed, 
nd the conntry inns are crowded to excen with 
thoee btrds of passage. We ezamined the vo^ 
tarino's coach, whidi we fonnd strong and com- 
modiotit. The horses also lotdted well ; hot some 
houn ftAer aeenrii^ oar places, and engaging 
" meise caroxza, " (half of tiie carriege) we were 
told there were to be nx inside, a condition I had 
before rejected. The Tettorino, in order to recoiH 
eile woe to this incoiiTenience, sud that two of ibe 
passengers were merely piecuia bambini, (little 
children. After a protracted negotiation, ererjr 
dting was arm^ed to our satisfaction, we con- 
senling to have two German artiats and an ItaliiM 
Coma, as companions, t^dng <ih» cabrielet mMb 
dtentttely. 

m2 
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CHAPTER VI. 

JOURNEY TO ROME. 

0(*)fier sort—When on the ro«d to the " Eter- 
nal City, " the termination of my Cisalpine pere- 
griaatioDs, I had a mnch better opportnnity, dar- 
ing a journey of six days, to judge of the manner 
of vettnrino travelling, than the alight initiation, 
which a conple of days, by the sarae conveyance, 
from Bolc^a, afforded me. I bad been adviaed 
always to make a written agreement, and to get it 
rigned by the rettnrino, witfaotit which I riionid 
CCTtunly be impoced npon, and a thonsand nnpleaa- 
snt events might happen. However, as it tamed 
ont^ allhoagb I never on any occasion acted apon 
the well-meant advice, I suffered no inconvenience 
from the omission. At Home and Florence the 
wtuters of the principal hotels, who recommend trar 
Tellers to particnlar vettniini, have a certain ,^Er^, 
being alloweda perquisite of apaul * on every crown, 
or one tenth part, of the snm agreed apon, in order 
to secnre a continuance of their powerful influence. 
The journey ie generally pertbrmed in a lai^e rootny 
CDBch, holding fonr persons inside, and two in the 

I tbe Tuscui and 
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cdniolet, drawn by four hones or moles. Tbe rat* 
tnnno providee traTellere widi beds at night, and 
their dinner, or more properly Hpeakiog, enpper; 
it being the evening meal, and seldom served np 
before eight o'clodt. For sll this tho charge is 
commonly about two Roman scudi or dollars, 
equal to half a Lonis-d'or a day. A c«t&in ex- 
perience is required to make a good agreement 
widi the Tetturini, as they are apt to ask «t first 
a great deal more than the regular charge. They 
have DO fixed days of departure, bat start as soon 
as they can fill their vehicle. If they aro not 
ponctnid to their agreement, they forfeit a deposit 
of a few crowns, placed in the hands of the travel- 
ler when he engsgee his seat. They have their 
regular bannts ; and there is no indnong them to 
stop at any other places ; generally preferring viU 
lag«B to large towns, where tbe chaises are less, 
and where travellers suffer in proportion. 

The rate of travelling avoages abont 35 miles 
a day, as the horses go no faster than four milee 
an hour, and, when the road is np hill, at a enail's 
pace; nor is it quite safe, in all parts of Italy, 
to invel either at a very early hour of the mom- 
ing, or late at night. It is not mnch more ex- 
pensive for three people to join in purchasing a 
post-chaise, which may be found in almost every 
town, and may be afterwards sold with little loss. 
A pair of post-horses, in the Roman States, in- 
cluding the postillion, do not cost more than two 
paoli and a half, or somewhat more than a shil- 
jmg a mile ; but if a rogue of a courier is engag- 
ed, be praclises a general system of imposition, and 
is abetted^by every innkeeper on the road. Yet 
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Dotwttbstandiii^ its dUoffremmii, I rather liked 
T«tturino traTelling, as it afibrded so good an op- 
portDoity of seeing the country. Besides, I was 
much aorased with the scenes at the inne, and be* 
came aojiuiiuted with the hnmour and peculiaridee 
af my feltow-passengers, who partook more of the 
character of ship, than of stage-coach aajnuntancea. 
Few modes of travelling can be imagined so eco- 
nomical. The whole ezpeii!ie ecarcely exceeds 
what the living alone would cost at inns in Eng- 
land, without reckoning the chaige for conTevsncs 
at all. 

Nothing particnlar dGcnrred to exdte onr atten- 
tion daring the first day ; and at snnset we arrived 
«t a small village, the name of which 1 omitted to 
record. We had not travelled more than twenty-five 
miles, owing to the late hoar at which we set off, 
and being retarded in passing the steep hills near 
Inctsa, a part of the chain of the Apennines. An- 
other vettara hdd overtaken as on the road, in 
die cahriolet of which I observed Capt^n B., s 
friend of mine, and another yoong Englishmsn. 
On our arrival at this stage, onr acqnaintcnce 
with his fellow-travellero commenced under nther 
nnlnvonrahle circamstances. They consisted of an 
advocate from Bologna, and his family, who were 
proceeding to Rome in order to have one of their 
number inspected by the Spanish ambassador, 
previous to obtaining a commission in one of Fer- 
dinand's foreign regiments ; and, seeing the miser- 
able accommodations which the poor coontry inS 
where we were to sleep afforded, the Baron and 
myself secured a small room. I then called B 
to look after hie own interest, which he did by pitch- 
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ing npon the best in the house ; our own travel- 
ling companionH took the third ; and the only one 
remaiuiog for the advocate and hia taroily was 
wretched eoongh, for it contained bnt two beds to 
accommodate four people, one of them a lady. 
The advocate having Unet«red very mnch at our 
want of gallantry, I availed myeelf of the only 
node in my power to answer bis appeal, by afaow- 
ii^ him the room we (the first arrived) had se- 
lected; and then offering to give it up to the lady 
if my companion consented, bnt this offer vras de- 
clined, owing to ^e indifferent appearance of oar 
closet, which, though clean, was small. A toler- 
ate supper, however, and a cbeerfbl glass of light 
red wine, soon pnt the whole party in snch good 
hnmonr, that before we retired for the night, we got 
pretty well acquainted) and had come to a much 
better nnderstanding. 

To avmd the heat, we were again on our jour* 
ney at ao early hour the followng momii^. As 
we a[^>roached the Apennines, I cast a longing eye 
in the direction of the famous Tuscan monsstraies ; 
for it was my intention, had I prolonged my stay 
at florence, to have visited the Cenobites, who 
dwell amid the deep recesses (rf' these mountains. 
The Abbey of Camaldoli is situated in the midst 
of a vast solitude, about thirty miles east from 
Florence. It was tonnded in the lOlh century by 
a romance penitent (St Romnaldo) on the Campo 
di MaldulO) who instituted it according to die rule 
of St Benedict ; but haring seen bis monks in a 
viuon ascending by means of a ladder to heaven, 
and all clothed in white, he changed the colour itf 
their habit accordingly from the black of the ori- 
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^nil oriar. Nor to the English tnTeller ia it the 
l«Ht inlMesdng aamciation, that these dehghtiiil 
cetreUs were die faTonrite haunt of Milton dnring 
his sojonni in Italy, and that, from the scenery 
of Cam^doli and TollanibnMa, tbe eiqciaite d^ 
Bcrifrtion of Pantdise, in the Foorth Book of his 
inunoital poem, is said to hare been derived. 

We stopped some time at Arezzo, remarkable far 
ita antiquity and agreeable situation, at the foot of 
a gently swelling bill. It also claims tbehoDaiit of 
bMog Petrarch's native place, his ftther baring re- 
tired there when exiled from florence. But tbe 
embtyo poet was remored from it when only a 
few months old, and only visited it mice for a few 
days in the cotnse of his life, few cities in Italy 
beast of mote celebrated natives than Areaso, 
amongst whom Gnido Aietino, who lived in the 
eleventh centmy, though not the beat known, la 
sot tbe least deserving of being remembered, espe- 
cially in Italy, he hanng been the inventor of coun- 
terpoint, and consequently of the whole ayatero of 
modem music It is said that tbe monoeyllablea 
of the Solfe^o, nt, re, mi, b, so, la, suggested 
themselves to his mind one evening daring tbe 
vesper service ; bnt it is more than probable that 
he was merely the reetorer of the tme principle of 
the music of ancient Greece, with which he might 
have become aci^nidnted tfarongh sources wbich 
have escaped modern research. Macbiavelli, so 
celebrated for his political writings and his history 
of Florence— Leonard Aretino, a distiaguished bis- 
torianof the 14ithcentnry — and morerecendy Fie- 
tro Aredno, the in&moas satirist, ' were also na- 
* Such is lite inSuence of wit uid political genf ui, (bat 
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tiTM ti AroKo ; while, on ascendii^ to ber cImuc 
■go, wfl find no Ie« a dnncter than Mcmmim eit- 
n^lad MDOOg ber eoiw. Vaaaii, « moat prolific tr- 
tiat, and an acnu obserrer of men, who did mora 
work than all the Toscan painters of hia time, 
WM alao Ixmi here. Vaaari certainly was betm 
entided to the merit of ezpeditionsneflB, than to 
die mora impwtant one of delicacy of taste. 
Namberleae palacea and chnrcfaes bear nndoabted 
piaat of the superficial character of this manner- 
ist, who was more indebted to the ignorant weak- 
nan of Popes and Princes, {or the fscUity with 
which tbey allowed him to orerwbelm their do- 
miniona with " a delnge of mediocrity, ezecated 
with a sfcantdese rapidity, " than to the intrinaio 
merit of hia works. The Idrnwa of Vwari's pen, 
bowerer, m hie *' Liree of the Puntere, " are now 
man eateemed than the prodnctions of his pencil. 
In modem times Areezo has also produced Syiicci, 
■IthoHgh an imitator of Alfieri, an admirable yonng 
poet, and well known for his impromptu compo- 
atlions. 

Pmrnrding onWardi, we pasaed sereral villagea, 
■■d wen atrack with die bean^ of the villas, with 

FfetTO Aretino was honoured, feared, and caressed by the 
greatest men ot the tge in which he lived. Enn Leo X, 
Charle* V., and Pnndi the First, did not disdain to re- 
ceive hii flatter^ aod paboniie hit works, though these 
owed their chief success to tbeii gross liceDtiouiness, and 
the bitterness of tbdr satire. It baa been related, that 
wbileoneofthefiiendsof this depraved author was disclos- 
ing some icaBdaloBS anecdde r^arding bis siUere, wbt> 
led a moM dissolute life at Venice, be waa so much amus' 
ed at the account of their gallantry, that he fell off his 
chair in an inmioderate Gt of laughter, struck his bead on 
the pavement, and expired on tbe spot. 
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tbeir columiu and arcades, which seem to form the 
gmenil style or mral srchitecture in Tascany; and 
OD every side we beheld mountains planted with 
oaks, chestnut and olive trees, ontil we came to the 
fertile and amiling valley of Chiana. Though thb 
road is not so much fr^nenied as that of Siennat 
and those of the north of Italy, we lacked not 
both attractive and amnsing objecta — fine English 
caniages, with jaded hnclis, by way of post-horaet; 
old caliches, containing Italian families, jigging 
along in a manner that betrayed their economical 
habits ; monks on foot, or mounted on sorry mnlee ; 
labonrere driving their oxen-carts, and nice-look- 
ing conntry girls in black hats and feathen', or 
Btraw-bonnets of their own manafactnre, were aJl 
paMing in rapid enccession ; and nowhere did I 
perceive any signs of that sqnalid poverty, mnery 
or disease, which p^na the heart, and shocks the 

The bright rays of the declining enn still sfaons 
Qpononr path, when we descried the lakeof llirafli- 
mene, the scene of Hannibal's victory over the Cott- 
8U] FlaminiDs. It was too late in the evening when 
we reached this spot, for ns to behold much of its 
beantifal and interesting attractions ; bat indeed, 
the view we had next morning from Perngia of the 
field of battle, is mnch more commanding and ex- 
tensive thtat diat Irom the banks of Thrasimeniis 
(now called the Lake of Perngia), where it was 
fought. This memorable event is familiar to every 
one, from the descriptions of Polybins and Livy, 
to whose pages I refer the reader. We were here 
detained fnlly an hoar at the Pontifical cnatom- 
honse, and underwent a very rigid search. 
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The Itilian Connt hwl n great many books, the 
valDe of which be waa here obliged lo deposit ; 
nod was also compelled to hare them pat into a 
sealed packet, directed to the proper depanmentat 
Rome, where bis money, he was told, would be re- 
tDTned to him, cm the books being received and ez.- 
amiaed by the Censors and Inqnisitors. Nothing 
is so suictly prohibited in the States of the Chnrch, 
as religions or philosophical works, par^culoriy of 
the French school. 

A scramble, similar to that of the prefions night, 
agun look place, when we saw the wretched ac- 
commodation of the inn at Pasugnano, where se- 
veral carriages had anived before us; bnt bene 
the poor Count fared worst, for he had only a 
•ingle mattress laid down-for his use in the com- 
dor. White we were at supper, an English tamily 
Arrived ; bat bow or where they were acconiinodat* 
ed, I cannot imagine. We now summoned onr 
vMtorino, and insisted that he should take ns in 
fntnre to \uge towns every night, which he pro- 
mised to do, and faithfally kept his word, know- 
ing that his buona mono (a crown or two for him- 
self) would have been forfeited had he failed ia 
his engagement. 

I have already mentioned, that a sleeping apart- 
loent to one's self is a Inxnry seldom met with 
on this side the Alps. The Baron and 1 got accomr 
modated in a double-bedded room, bnt die ahwnce 
of R mirror proved a soitfce of some amusement. 
Having deured die cameri^re (a raw, stupid- 
looking Ud) to procnre one for as that I might 
shave—" Nod ce, Signore, " (There is none), wos 
faia reply; so n-IbadoccsaioDally managed the in- 
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lUapenMhls opentioB vithont a reflector^ and nu 
already lathered, I began to use my razor, stand- 
ing opposte to a circle which my companion had 
detcribed widi hia pencil on the wall. In Hm 
mean time, the cui>eri4re had retaraed with a 
towel, and to hia horrc»' and diamay aaw me ope- 
latiDg on my chin with as much apparent fatulity 
M if I had been placed before a lookuig-glaBS. The 
Baion, MeiDg bim atare wildly, and wishing to 
cany on the joke, t«ld him I was an English ^iv 
cerer, which the poor boofn/ must hftve belieredf 
for he made bis escape M fast as he could down 
ataira, deroatly malung the aiga of the cross, and 
MWttering, aa he disappeared — MoffO / Gem Ma- 
ria f ehe eattiva gmU aono ifortstiSri ! " (What 
a bad set those foceigoen are I } and nothing after- 
warda conld induce the fellow to carry my port- 
maatean to tbe carriage, m even to toniji it. Nay, 
be gareamoreconnDcmgpTOofof bis reluctance t9 
eone in contact with me, as he fuled to apply for 
Ida customary perqnisite. Having no inducement 
to prolong OUT stay at such quarters, by ibor o'clock 
in the morning we were sealed in the vettara, to 
the camerigre'a great delist, who wished ns » 
bnon vii^o with all his heart, siaeerely prayings 
I anppose, never to see my face again. 

After a pleasant drire alrag the banks of ik» 
talce, we reached Pemgia abont nine o'clock, tn 
time for breakfast. During fire honra which w« 
■pent here, we bad aa opportunity of MUtmining 
the andent walls, which snrpriaed and interested 
me no less than thoae of Cwtona, which we had 
visited the iky before. Sosie of theea walls are atOl 
very high, and in ezcdlent preiervatioik H^y wa 
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btult of hngs pol^uedrie ynceneMed blookt of 
■tone, belonging to th« rnd* Cyckopic or Tyrin* 
liatui style, spedmeiw of which waj be >till foaad 
&t Orrieto and Viterl>o. Remuni of tfaeee Etnw- 
caa walls hare also been discorered at Voltwn, 
Fiesol^, and otber parts of ancient Eburik Tlieae 
blocks are generally erf different siises, and often 
indented, or dove-tailed, mta each otheri forming 
snch Bolid masses of maBoory, that they have been 
capable of resisting the tear and wear of mwe than 
twenty-fire centuries. Many of the Etnucait vases, 
medals, and bonaehold nteiuila, which have beea 
dug from the rains of those ancient dties, aie ex- 
hibited in one of the cabinets of the Florentine 
gallery, and are moat precioos i^ca in the eyes of 
the arditeologist and the antiqaarian, haviog be- 
longed to the moat andest people in Enrope, the 
Etrnrians, said to have been originally Lydiaas, 
who 1^ Aua to eolonice ^is province. 

There aie aererBl fine streets in Perugia, parti- 
cularly 8 very broad one in front of the catbedral 
terminated by an old foantain, which is ornament* 
ed with statues. Bu^ in general, they are narrow 
asd trr^olar, and many of the palaces and con- 
vents in the plac« are falling to rain. It would be 
tiresome to mention the number of its cbnrcbea 
containing pictures, which are chiefly by Pietro 
Vannncci, Raphael's master, better known by the 
name of il Perngino. Of the woriu we saw, Gesn 
of V^nt^'s architeotnre was the nrast carious. 
It is constructed of four stories, only one of which 
appears above ground, tbq other three bang snbn 
terraaean. At San LorMiao, (the cathedral), Uwre 
is a marriage oi the Virgin by Peiugino, in his 
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■tifF, Bnti^oated muiner ; alao, a Madonna by Lnca 
Signorelli. Bat the fomouB Baroccio — a punier 
who endearoared to unite the design of Raphael 
with the colouring of Corregio — has been re- 
moved, and a copy sent to replace it. In the mo- 
DBsteiy of the Benedictines, there are eome of 
Kaphael's oarlieBt prodnctions, several of Perngi- 
no's beet works, and two good epecimene of the 
Bolognese Bchool, by Albano. 

We next stopped at the village of Madonna degU 
Angeli, at the foot of the hill of Aesisi, in the' 
midst of an agreeable and pictoresqne country, 
where I aaw the most appropriate memorial of St 
Francis, the humble cottage in which he once re- 
sided. It is now converted into a chapel, over 
which Pal ladio has reared an elegant cbnrch. This 
aunt dedicated his life to piety, meditation, and 
penance, Irasting, by his exemplary condnct, to 
obtaia the fiiTour of Heaven. He is accused of 
having encouraged some pions frauds, such as the 
Seraphic risioo ; hmt though he carried hie en- 
thneiasm to a pitch of extravagance, he ought 
not to be blamed for all that ia attributed to 
him. He was a zealous good man, and the cham- 
I»on of reform, at a pwiod when " the Chnrch 
triumphant " needed it the moat. Hia followers 
professed poverty, obedience, and self-denial, in 
imitation of the apostles, whose lives they were 
enjoined to consider as their model. An order, 
yroiefaiag such principles, and bedding ont no 
earthly inducements for wealthy, indolent, or haugh- 
ty chnrchmen, has increased since that period (the 
13th century) to upwards (rf 100,000 members, 
occupying 6000 convents in different parts of Eo- 
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tope md America. To it, the clrarch it indebted 
tor smw learned men, amongat irbom were fifty 
Cudinak and fire Popes, including the ceiebrated 
Sextni Qnintiu, and the no leis nprigbt and re- 
nowned GaoganelU (ClemeHt XIV.) Santa Oats, 
the coatemporaiy of St Francia, also a natire of 
Ajuai, institnted an order for women of the 
■ame rale, since called Poor Clarea, or the second 
order. A third baa likewiae been inatitnted, for 
peraone of both aexes, married or single, living in 
the worid, but united by certain rnles and exer- 
cises of pietjr, compatible with a secnlar statOi 
tfaongh not boond by aay row or precept. 

The moat meritorions rotaries of St Francis are 
dM Scenn Crises of Flander*, and the Stenie de 
la Charitf of France, who make tows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience, devoting themselves to the 
•errice of the sick in hospitals, and, to nse the 
powerfnt language of a French author, 

" Qui pour souloger le "'°I'"t' uul 
tendrease, 
Et au besoin duveiel-Bge Immolent leui 

Tbey make a voluntary aaciifice of their youth, 
beauty, and time, to comfort and attend upon 
dieir unfortunate fellow-creatares, in those mi- 
serable abodee of diseaae and pain, the Mght of 
which cannot bnt be revolting to their aez. The 
brotbeta of the Ordw employ tb^ iriiole time in 
attending lunatics and sick penone. Every one 
who has visited hospitals in Catiiolic countries, 
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mtut bave obaerved diose philantbTopic nnin find 
bratbeTB ezerciiing tbeir actire Chriiti&n duties; 
and hare felt bow ninch bamanity is indebted to 
thoM benevolent individnola, who pass their lirei in 
die constant practice of administering to the wants, 
and Gomfoning the distresses, of tlieir fellow men. 
It is here worthy of remark, that the Scenrs de 
la Charity alone, of a]l the monastic orders, were 
not dissolved under the late Imperial government, 
and that, in every hospital, they were to be seen in 
active attendance upon the sick and wonnded 
French soldiny. No one conid better distinguish 
the " principle of utility " than Napoleon. 
■ It was so late when we got to Foligno, that we 
were unable to judge of any thing but the inn, 
which is one of the best in Romagna ; and the ex- 
cellent Aleatioo wine we drank diere, inspired us 
with a rery bTonrable opinion of the neighbour- 
ing vineyards. No traveller ought to omit visit- 
ing tbe fonntain of iabnlons virtne, and the beau- 
tifnl little Corin^ian temple of Clltuninns, near 
the Flaminian Way, which, independently of its 
supposed classic antiquity, has a peculiar claim to 
tbe attention of Englishmen, from the circumstance 
(rf its hsTing been celebrated in prose and verse by 
Addison and Byron. This fane " of small and de- 
licate proportion, " consists of a basement almost 
covereid by the " mild declivity " of the sloping 
bill, and of a snperstrnctnre, having a fe^ade orna- 
mented 'with foor columns. Of these, two are 
twisted in spiral fluting — tlie othen are rather pi- 
lasters than columns, with barbarous imitations of 
Corinthian members. Hierefore, although the 
^ener; vnpnd be delightfnl, the site happily 
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cboeen, and ihe general effiact of the little temple 
itself eiceedbgly gTEC«ra], great donbta may be 
entrataiDed of tbe classical antiquity of its ori- 
^n. Spoleto, tbe nest considenble town we 
reached, hai lew remains of that ancient mag- 
nificence which it displayed when it contained 
the Court of the Gothic King Theodoric The 
rains of the Temple of Concord are now convert- 
ed into a convent. I was amnsed with the answer 
of onr dcerone to an inquiry of one of tbe Ger- 
man artiita, " Of what order are those marble 
colamns P " — " Ifrati tono deliordine di San A- 
ffoitmof" * said the Italian, with mnch simplicity, 
mistaking tbe question as referring t« the order of 
monks, instead of that of the architecture of some 
mutilated shafts in tbe church. An ugly old arch, 
called the Gate of Hannibal, is preserved, to com- 
memorate the repulse which the Carthaginian ge- 
neral is said to have enitsined after the disastrous 
battle of Thrasimeniis ; this ruin, however, evident- 
ly belongs to the arts of tbe middle ages. Spoleto 
being the bir^place of the present Pontiff, Leo XIL, 
he baa ordered a gate to be constructed at the lower 
raitrance to the town, which will form a splendid 
contrast to the o^r ruined arch of so donbtfiil ui 
ori^n. ' 

The mountain Ia Somma b^pns a few milee 
from the town of Spoleto. It is one of the 
highest paints of tbe Apennines, and derives its 
name from a temple erected npon it t« Jnpiter- 
Summanns. We took several hours to reach tbe 
summit, which we gained by a steep ascent pretty 

■ " Tha monks an of tbe ordar of St 
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well vooded. Hm bud wu bid, and idbmm of 
ctoadi were uiiUiig orer the rude roclui irbicb enr- 
nHincIed ae like mists that rise at daybreak from tbe 
relays. The oocsiionel glimpte* which we had of 
huge blocka of ichiatose rocki, and the create of 
monntaiiiB, presented a cbaoe wbidi could ecarcely 
be said to ^pertain to any' spet^Gc element. Birt 
U otliM' times onr view waa completely obstrnct- 
ed. After daecending tfaa western declivity) we 
bvreUed fin* aome time throngh arenaes of ireee, 
till we reached Temi, tbe biith-place of Taoitna, 
which is sitaated in a charming vefley, between two 
branches of the rirer Nera. Without stopping to 
wimire either tbe ruins of its ancient templet and 
MnpbitheaU«s, or its handsome modern buildings, 
we immediately hired a carriage and poet-hones, 
t9 view tbe celebrated cascade. 

The drive from Temi np to the village, and 
from thence to tbe water&l, must be recollected 
with pleaeure by all who have ever visited each 
romantic aceocry. In less than two boors we got 
to the canal, which was cnt out of tbe solid rock 
by M. Cniius Dentatus, the conqueror of Fynhua, 
to preserve tbe valley of Rieti (the country of 
the andent Sabines) from oocusional inundation, 
by thna giving vent to the waters of the Lake of 
Luco, which often ovraflowed iti banks. The 
Velino nuhea into the Nera, and fonns the far- 
famed " Cascata del Marmore." 

Few [daces, even in Italy, are more romantic 
and pictureaqne than tbe caacade of Temi. It is, 
however, neither the qaantity of water nor tbe 
height of its fall which constitute its sublimity- 
hut, bice enry cataract, it must be seen to be ap- 
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predated ; for frbat description can posubly con- 
Tey an adequate idea of a scene considered one of 
the finest in Europe ? Byron baa probably ap- 
proacbed tbe nettreat to reality ; and althougb his 
descriptioD moat be familiar M my readera, 1 can- 
not resist tbe impulse of engrafting it into my 
aketcfaes: 

" Tbe Tosr of waters I — from the beadtoog height 
Velina cleaves the nsTe-wom precipice ; 
Tbe fall of naleis ! rspid at the light 
Tbe flasfaiDg mau foams, abakii^ the ibja ; 
Tbe bell of wMen ! where (he; howl, and biaa. 
And bail, in endless torture : while Ibe sweat 
Of their great agonj, wrung out from this 
Their FhlegeCban, curU round the rocks of je^ 

That gird tbe gutf araund, In pitiless horror let, 

And mounts io.spray the skies, and thence again 
Returns in an unceisiog shower, which round. 
With its unemptied cloud of gentle rain, 
Is an eternal April to the ground. 
Making it all one emerald : — how profound 
The gulf! and bow the giant element 
From rock to rock leaps with delirious bound, 
Orusbing tbe cliS*9, which, downward worn and rent 
With his fierce footsteps, yield in chasms a fearful vent 

To the broad column which rolls on, and shows 
More like the fountain of an infant sea 
Tom from the womb of mountains b; tbe Ibioei 
Of a new world, than onljr thus 10 be 
Parent of rirer^ which flow gtuhingly. 
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With nuj wlndingi, ibrougb ibe Tale : — look btck ! 
Lo ! where it come* like an eternilf , 
A* if w nreep dawn all thingi in ita track, 
Cliumiiig the eje with dreadr--^ maichleu cataract, ■ 

Hotribl; beautiful ] " 

The best view of the fell is decidedly to be had 
from below, in the viilley of the Nera, where 
the tumult of waters are seen descendiug with 
infinite grace and velocity, forming three dif- 
ferent cascades, every one more lovely than the 
other. We were fortunately in time to obserre 
the last rap of the setting sun on the waters, equal- 
ling in brilliancy and vaiiety of tint the celeatiat 
Iria. We afterwards beheld it from a temple, bnilt 
on a promontory for that purpose, on the upper 
banks. Abnndance of wild flowers grow Juxnriantljr 
on all aides ; but trees do not Sourish well, owing to 
their proximity to the spray which rises IVom the 
cascade. We passed a couple of hours in atrolliog 
abonC, — here a moat delightful occupation,— enjoy- 
ing at every step new points of view, amidst a 
•cene like an enchanted wHdetness, with wood, 
wat«r, and mountain, in the wildest and most pic- 
tnresqae combination of uncultivated nature. 

We set off at an early hour next morning, and 
soon afler reached Nami, a small town which pre- 
sented nothing remarkable, except the ruins of a 
magnificent bridge, said to hare been construct- 
ed during the reign of Augustas. A couple 
of leagues beyond Naml, being the last link 
of their lengthened chain, we bade farewell to 
die Apennines. While deecendi:^ amid the 
inequalities of the ground, eo thickly covered 
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with wood, it wu difficult not to inMgine our- 
wlres ia the depths of a foreat ; the «md wmding 
hy deep rarines, by sudden Bud abrapt height^ 
with rocks and ch&unB in raried shapesi present- 
ing wild) yet highly pictoresqae iceneiy. On out 
way we met an escort of Garabineere condacting 
Mren banditti, who, we were told, had lately com- 
mitted aereral robb«riee ui the neighboorbood ; and 
a more afkpropriate spot tbaa that where we wer% 
conid not be selected for snch a purpose. As they 
were coming from Rome, they had probably been 
alieady tried and condemned to the galleys, or to 
work on the fortifications of Ancona} the place of 
thett destination. 

Next morning we crossed the Tyber, orer a fin* 
three-arched bridge of Roman conetmction, whidi 
WM repaired by Sextns QnintiiB. It divides Um- 
bria from Sabinai into which we now entered. A 
great part of this day we had walked amidst beanti- 
fnl olive-grores ; but as we advanced further, vine- 
jmrds appeared, and the eoil, fertile and well col- 
tirated, ahonnded in com. 

At the frigbtfnl abyss of Trig^ we passed 
another bridge of amazing height, built over & 
tremendous ravine. A dreadful storm, accompa- 
med widi thunder and ligbtoing, succeeded by 
heavy rain, which lasted DMire iinai two honn, 
compelled oe to take shelter at Civita Castellans ; 
and when the weather cleared up towards even- 
ing, it was too late to go any further. We tfame- 
fore ordered supper and beds, both of which wero 
infinitely better than could have been expected, as 
accommodation was to be provided fw^warda 
of thirty people jrho sat dowa togeUier. 
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There ia erery reason to aappoHe, that Cifita 
Castellana, was not Falenam, which aome writers 
iniist on fixing here, bnt the ancient city of Veiii 
which, even at an advanced period of Roman his- 
.tory, like a second Troy, HOBlaiued a ten yean aiege, 
hefore snrrendering to Camillua. Its BitOBtion on a 
rock, the locality and other coirobocatiTe circum- 
stancea, agree with the accounts given of it by Ro- 
man historians ; althoagh it ia pretended, on the 
bith of an inscnption lately discovered, that V«i 
Btood on the Caaaian Way, abont two miles from 
Isola Fameae. The town contains a handsome 
square and fountmn ; also a few cfaardies scarcely 
worth seeing ; bnt its bridge, citadel) and seTeral 
remains of ancient architecture, are cartons and 
interesting. We availed onrselves of a serene bine 
sky wbicb followed the storm, to view the pictur- 
esque neighbourhood of this romantic and beanti- 
Ail town, which has not'onty an tur of antiqoity, 
bnt stupendous natural scenery to recommend it. 

Although impatient in the afternoon of the fol- 
lowing day, to reacli die ancient capital of the 
Christian world, we were compelled to atop aS 
the indifferent inn of Baccano, where the fare waa 
bad and the people uncivil ; bnt onr horses requir- 
ed to be attended lo> Attached to this inn, a solitary 
house on the dreary Campagna, where the effects 
of the malaria are easily Keen and severely felt, 
there is a small cb^>el ; and, as it was Sunday, an 
old Greek bishop ofiered bia servicea to celebrate 
mass; bnt tl>e ceremony was so long, I did not 
stay till the end of it, having received a aummoua 
to partake of an omelette and mutton chop. 

As we advanced towards Rome, ve perceivad 
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very few trees ; bnt at interrals the rnins of tomba 
Mtd aqnedncta, which may doit be Hud to com' 
pose B soil mingled with the wreck of empires. 
Vo rich crops are to be seen in this wild region ; 
diere IB nothing bat barrea herbage, or, occaaioDally, 
rank greas, under which some traces of ancient 
cnlture are yet perceptible. No villages, tew la- 
boarert, no herdi of cattle, or eren flocks of birds, 
can be found in the midst of the general desolation. 
Some dil^idated and nninhahited -farm- houses Ap- 
pear, alike deserted by proprietors end peasants ; 
and the absence of all sigoa of life make this the 
Tery abode of gloom, u if no one faad ventured to 
poeeesa tbemeelves of a territory once cnltivated 
by the masters of the world. The mind is apt to 
be misled by first and eironeoiu impressions, in 
such a spot as the CampagDa. 

" Tbe fields of freedom, faction, fame snd blood, 
^^^ Here m proud people'i pissiont were exhal'd, 
^^^^^rom ibe Bnt bgur of empire in the bud, 
^ To that where further worlds to conquer fu'l'd. ' 

At a short distance from Baccano, on the snmmit 
of a hill, " Ecc4^' tbe all-important " EccD," was 
repeated by many vtrices, when we descried tbe 
cnpola of St Peter's, the gorgeous diadem of Pon- 
tifical Rome, the plain of Latinm, and tbe distant 
windings of the Tyber ; bnt I could not look on the 
scene wiAont much emotion. As we gntdoally dis- 
covered new objects of admiration, our enthusiasm 
reached the highest pitch, expecting in a few hours 
to be witliin the Eternal City, the wonder of all mo- 
dem travellers. Even our horses and their driver 
.^eemed to have acquired fresh vigour, the nearer 
they approached towards their destinatioo. 0> 
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pasaing the towv of the PooM MoUe (Pm» MD- 
tins], the scene of CoMtMitioa'B rictorf one 
MaxentioB, which wu atm that of Chm^aitf vver 
PagHanm, we aguB cnnwd tba Tyber, and loUed 
ttlong the rough parement, pawhig nme al m it fc wv 
camnoa, mi tm albergo ; the olrarchea b«l^ snaU, 
and chiefly bnilt ofer the cites of npnted iiun> 
dea> The ftuorea of the ^tproach to Homo w* 
on a grander ecale, and man iatereetisg, than tfaa 
immediate ndidty of either I.«mdon or Paria; 
and we bad ample compensation for the want «f 
the prim, Bprnce-lookiog honsea, and their email 
grass-plots, WtA neatly cot box-wallot flanked 
by crociuses and tnlips, (rf the former; or the 
high dead w^s, and forraal aTenues, of die iat> 
ter. At the gates, a pfaolanx of p^al eddieca 
and cnalomhonse-officers impeded onr progiBM; 
and although we exhibited a " lascia paeiare, " * 
prorided by the most expmenced traveller of our 
party, the preliminary ceremony of examiiatiwi 
and registration occupied nearly an hour; for hia 
Holmeu'e scribes were not very ftmiiliar with Eag- 
lith and German names, and required houm itr- 
Mstailce in their orthc^rapby. Howenr, the ex> 
amination of the Porta del Popolo made ilp for tba 
ineTiti^le delay to which we rahmitted. Hie prt^ 
pontons of this work are harmonione and wall co^ 
ducted. The detuls bare prebiAly !«■• laerit Ahi 
might be cKpeoted from the ardntectara of Michael 
Ai^elo and Bermini ; but its appearanea altogeahor 
ia not UBwoithy al tha gmd entnmca (rf Nof^ 
thwn Europe to ila aadnt cqiitaL' 
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The fint church teen on the left hand, la Ma- 
doBoa dei Popolo, does booonr to BnoDuotti's 
Aetiga, uid wu ezecnted by Vlgoolo. The Piaz- 
za) wbiob is »f s triau^kr form, preients an ap- 
pearsDce aimilar to that of the permaoent acenea 
of OlyiBpic theatres. Two twin chnrcltea divide 
tbe stneta, three of which bnnch off from an 
Egyptian obeliak, their common centre ; and from 
the Porta del Popolo they have an admirable ef- 
fect. One of these elreeta ia the Corso, the Bond* 
Street of Rome, vrith its palazzos and eqnipagea, 
riTalling the Razza di Spagna, as tbe great reeort 
of tbe Eng^h. The Piazza del Popolo was then 
tmdergoing some alterations, to prepare it for the 
accustomed innudationa of the Sunday evenings — a 
broarite Roman enmmer amusement. Designs 
for the embellishment of this square were furnish- 
ed by Harrison, an English architect, who ia still 
aliTe, I believe, tboogb very faz advanced in years. 
He was in Rome during the pontificate of the il- 
Instrions Ganganelli, * from whom he had the ho- 
Bom^ of receiving a gold medal on his election as 
a member of the Academy of St Lake. 

Doganieri were appointed to escort us either to 
the costomkoQSe, or our hotel. We preferred the 
former, and, while onr baggage waa undergoing a 
•till more rigorous examination, we apent half an 
hour agreeably, in ezamininff its b^ade and fine 
fiuted Corintluan eolnmns, which support on archi- 
tiare, frieze, and cornice, of Grecian marble — part 
of the open portico of a temple erected to Anto- 

* Clement XIV., w well fctuniB in tliii coautr; by bfi 
admirable Lettcn, and thtoughout Europe b; hii inppmi- 
don of tbe Jesuits. 
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niuns Pina. I was eo mnch pleued with the 
appearance of Monnenr Damon'a botel ia Via 
delU Croc«, and beudes having been particnlarl^ 
recommended 'U> go there, that I was induced, 
as well as my Engliah fellotr-traTellera, to engage 
apartments in it ; and I had every reason to be 
pleased with the accommodation during my atay 
in Bo me. 



October ^th. — The morning after vox uriTal 
» coiutiltation wu held, in order to decide on the 
beat node of emplojdng onr time darii^ tbe dsyi 
One TOted for St Peter's— -the Fomm Romaniim — 
the Panthean ; another handed lu over to the care 
of oar Goide-bookg i while a third would call in 
the tuwaUMice of a regolar cicerouei generally con- 
sidered the moat eweatial personege in tha mxVo 
of an English traveller in Italy, Finally, liow- 
ever, we came to t)ie resolation not on]y of di»< 
pennng with the eernces of thp la«t impintaut 
■ppeadage, hot ^ven of Caraliera Nibby and Vasii 
Wid Mra Marianne Starbe> ctrnmcsd that no 
amall part of the pleaanra of exploring tboae clas- 
sic mins most conaist in 6nding Uww out, guided 
merely by onr own recollections, and by Nardini'a 
Roma Anticba. Tbe diHC0vei7 of remarkably 
places, sacred and profane, thns becomes infinitely 
more interesting than when we are indebted to 
tbe conslaot ptompting of aome parrot-like attend- 
ant) who, in his pecnliarly tiresome and mono- 
tonons atrwn, injores the effect of the gnndait ob- 
o 2 
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jects by sach inteiruptions as these ; " Ecoo, Sig* 
nore! qneato & il Tenipio della Pace." " Vedil 
I'Arco Tito. " • Throwing aside, therefore, every 
other iDcnmbraoce but a plan of the city, we aaJlied 
forth, resolving to commence oar researches every 
morning at nine o'clock, and to take full scope 
till five, which we decided should be oar regular 
ora di pranzo. f By adhering to this plan during 
niy stay, I accompliehed a great deal in one month, 
devoting my evenings to public amnsements, and 
■nch sodety as my introdnctlons procored me. 

We felt delighted with the novelty of the scene, 
at so charming a season of tbe year. The refresh- 
ing and enlivening trsmontana of October, with an 
efiiilgent blue eky, and the satiifoction which every 
one experiences when jnst arrived at a new place, 
and that place Rome, had produced an extraor- 
dinary degree of excitement. Hnirying over bre^- 
faat, we soon found onrselvee in the Piazza di 
Spsf^a, tbe principal square in Rome, which is 
adomed with the fountain of la Barcacraa, and snp- 
plind from the unrivalled Aqua Vergine, and which 
has lost nothing of its original purity. Thb foun- 
tain, as its name imports :{: is in the form of a host, 
and spouts water like a Triton. It was executed 
by the elder Bernini, and bad sufficient attraction to 
detain as for a short time from the sammit of the 
steps opposite to it, whidi we soon after ascended^ 
thinking we could not commence onr ramblea bet- - 
ter than by t^ing, from the Monte Pincio, u ge- 

• " See, Sb'! that ii tlie TeinpU of Pew* " " Ob- 
■erve! Ihiiis tbe Arcli of Titus." 
f Knner.time. 
t Povntain of the Berk. 

, ....Google 
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neral vi«w of the grand tbeatn of oar projected 

Beginnin^widi the spot ou i^ich we stood, the 
Obeiisb, one of the many Egyptian monninents of 
art rescued from oblirion, * terminates and crowns 
wbat migbt have been one of tbe noblest flights of 
stairs in Italy, for the steps are ample, with anez- 
tensire sweep ; bnt the whole is too freqnenlly 
eubdirided by landing-places, or little squares, snr- 
ronnded by balustrades. There are so many breaks 
and other incongruities apparent, that the general 
efiect is entirely destroyed. The chorcb of Tri< 
nita del Monte, and the adjoining convent of -San 
Vicenzio di I^nla, are percoed on the Monte Pin- 
cio, and look pretty well M a distance ; but, on a 
closer iospectioo, their architecture is discovered 
to hare too much (tf tbe modem Italian style, and, 
iriiat is worse, tbe buildings are gandy and white- 
wndied. 

Modem Rome recalls in die most virid and 
impressiTe manner all tbe earlier and more last- 
ii^ assodations connected with our school-days 
or subsequent studies. Erery ancient name we 
bear is quite familiar to as ; the shattered porticos, 
broken arches of bridges and aqueducts, fsdlen 
cohimns, cnunbling walls of overthrown temples, 
mutilated triumphal arches and massive miiu, in- 
termingled with some of tbe most splendid edifices 
in Europe — all ftimish subjects irf the most intense 
interest. Seating ourselves under the trees in tbe 
delightful avenue in front of the Villa Medici, M 
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praaeBt, ud ewr once the mgn of Lowt XIV., 
tbe French acBdem^, we admired the grandeur of 
the nuTounding (ceoe< Altbong^ Bome in BOtne 
respecW now reaemblei other dties, it Btill pre- 
serrea a peculiarity of character; for where elte cut 
be tonud a similar mixture of magniGcent modem 
architecture with cnwibling bnt claaiic raiuft— from 
it* chute and elegant Pantheon to its Gotliic valUi 
or from the Egyptian spoils it poBseMee to (he aa- 
blime cupola erected by Bnonarotti, on a s^ctorq 
which eclipses all that modem art has achieved P 

Wbitt a contrast do the inil memoriali of onr 
timee preeent to the immortal atmctuKa of tbs 
Greel^ and Romana ! And how nnaqbaHuitial if 
tbe preseAt state of the arta, when compared with 
the dignity and atability of thpir grand edifice*, 
which seem of an almost iadeatroc^hle nature I 
It is impossible to behold the avfiil gTBodaw of 
tbe venerable pilea which the genios of Repub- 
lican and Imperiid Rome hfw left na, wi^at 
having our feelings deeply iDt«rested t>y thor UB- 
foding enchantmeal* I If the temple*, odatma, an4 
tbaatres <rf Greece, were in bettw t4«te tt»m tha 
public edifices oF Rome, the latter were more on* 
pwwia. coatlyi and coloaeal. They abounded all 
over the empire) even in the provincial towns and 
colooiea ; while the capital ttaelf waa literally stud* 
ded with temples, baths, amphitheatre*, aqnedncta, 
orci, basiliciB, and cnriie ; either built U the ex- 
pense of her emperora, or of private wealthy citi- 
MDS, or carried iirotn conqueivd kingdom* by her 
victoriooa generals. 

There are now very few retnaiu lef^ of tbe re- 
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tlcnlar wwk * of the Republic ; bnl it appears that 
tbe Roman character, in point of tsate. was then • 
inferior to their wealth and vanity. Oratory and 
die Bward, eloquence and the art of war. were 
tbeir only acqmreineiita, bein^ the easiest ateps to 
power and greatness. No coantry in Europe has 
experienced g;realer Ticiraitades than Italy, onc« 
the mittrea* of the world. By the encroach meat of 
barbarous nations, she lost the greater part of her 
territories ; and the remainder was split into a n* 
riety of goremmenia, which have now few rea^;ea 
of Roman power or grandeur. She tfam presents, 
at every step, noble stmctitres, rained by tbe merci- 
leas soldiers of Alaric and Genseric, who, however, 
unlike the refiMviers of modem time*, waged war 
on tbe inhabitants, and their magnificent dvic edi- 
fices, but spared tbe temples of God. Yet even 
amidst the wreck of empires, it is still evident that 
the Eternal City owes its most lasting celebrity to 
Bn^ii«ctnre. 

Fields and Tineyarda nowoccnpy pari of the 
apace within the walla. Rome is yet grand in its 
decay ; and every impartial observer must allow, 
that its PontiSs, from the middle ages to the pre- 
sent day, have done mnch to restore the arts. Mo- 
dem Rome has benefited by ^eir exertions, ^most 
as mnch as uiciekt Rome sofiered from tbe inva- 
aioDs, conflagrations, and deatruction of Gauls and 
Godis ; and infinitely more than from tbe boasted 
exertiona of recent iavaden. The modem Ganla 
Tatmt their patronage of the arte, when in posses- 

* A mode of building in brick, b^Ujriag Ihem not on 
tbelr tteea, but on (hdr »ngl«s, to IhateKb brick praeot- 
•d a diamond aluipe to ths eje. 
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riimoftbeddeneelessStateioftlieChnKh. Tbey 
ccrtcinlyeiuiBedB few piltare and Btatnes to be dug 
out of the rninB of temples, and m&de some exca- 
Tations, in search of more i^ objecta of plunder. 
Tbe^ even iwnoTed Pompey'a atatne from the 
FalaJEu Spada, at the expense of an ann during 
iti bwuit, to the Colueam, m order to get np the 
Utgedf of JuUiu Cteaar for the ainiueiaeBt ^ the 
niffian Republican aoldiera. They alio gutted tlw 
Vaticaa, ^e Capitol, and maay priraie palacea of 
their fioastpictnrei andatataee, to enrich the Lonrre; 
hut they omit to mention having destroyed Daniel 
di VoltMTa's fresco of the Descent from the Cross, 
in the Church of la Trioit* del Monte, which wsa 
one of the three finest pictnrea in the world. 

Nothing strikes a stni^er more powerful^ than 
the beauty of the Roman femalea; and, when garii^ 
<m their bees and formsi of such ftanscendent 
loTelinetB, reminded of the Lncietias and Vii^uias 
of ancient Rome, we are apt to exclaim, that such 
were the women whose beauty eauaed Tarquin to 
be driven from hia kingdom, and Appiua to rot ip 
[mton! 

Among the many noble works of the Romans, 
their Aqnedncts foraapplying the dty with wat«r, 
bwigfat from the neighbouring and even disumt 
mountains, over a space, in sotte instance*, of 
fifty miles, were the most subatantially useful and 
' oniamentd. Some aothors have reckoned four- 
teen aqueducts ; but Frontinna, an excellent an- 
tbarity, only treats ttf nine, which existed during 
the rugn of Tnjan. It is imagmed that the Ro- 
mans were then ignorant of the well-known prin- 
dpie of bydraolics, that w^er finds iU leyeh But 
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tkm Ii K paM» g g in Fliny,* quoted by Dr Adam, 
which fMiDB to indioate that they were not naa- 
ware of the circnmstaace. To other cansui ihere- 
fbre, mnst be attributed tbeir not acting upon It. 

liie esnberance of water became the pett of 
Italy doling the wars of the middle agee, when 
whole regions were depopulated, and became de- 
sert wastes and marshee. Subseqnetitly, splendid 
fbnnhuiu were erected in Rome, anpplied by 
Aqna Felice, and Aqua Vei^ne, which latter re- 
freshes the I^aaza Norona, where there is a mi^ 
aificent foantain, Hormonnted by an obelisk, and 
ornamented by emblematic colossal slstneB of the 
toot principal rivers in the world. As a snbstitnte 
for the naamachia, the modeni Bomans amnte 
themselves in this sqnare on Sunday evenings in 
August, with a favourite pastime, whic^ oMuiats 
in merely inundating the sffeet by means of the 
fondtwn, and ^ea driving through it la thur caN 
riagesl 

The first chnrt^ I entered in Rome iras the 
mi^ificait stmctnre dedicated t« Sani* Marin 
Maggiore. It requires minute attention to ex- 
amine its BpleAdid Corinthian- fluted colnma <rf P»- 
rian marble, Its obelisk <rf ^yptian giwule* ita 
thirty-six lenlo colunuu of Grecian marble, tslsea 
from the temple of Juno, itd four noble pillara of 
Oriental granite, and ita sumptnona hip> altw, 
.vUch was formwly an ancient porphyty sarcotAa- 
gua. I did not much admire the gandy-looking 

• " Aqua In vel e plunbo mbit dritadiDCm aiorto* md. " 
<• Water Soxn, in or oBt sf IcmI, to tb« bcMit cf JM ■nuM." 
Iba »■■■§« Is onatcd MI^KoAy by TaccMitl, ' ' '~"- 
•f a dowbdul U^optctttioB. 
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loof, which is too lotr in proportion lo tbe dinwn' 
taoDB of the church. A va.«t qatuitity of gold was 
employed in gilding it, and being the fint quantity 
of that metal bronght from Peru, the workmanship 
haa been rether overdone. Sextaa Qnintna'a chapel, 
ornamented in a style somewhat fantastic, waa 
bntlt after the design of Font^a, the celebrated pro- 
tegfi of thia Pontiff, who performed the Hercnlean 
labonr of removing several obeliaka by meana of 
some very ingeoions machinery which he con- 
trived. * This church contains eeveral pictores by 
Gnido I'Agarda and Delia Porta ; also one of the 
^rgin by St Lake ! who, it seems, was not only 
a skilfitl physidan, bnt also a highly gifted painter. 
Seven portraila of the Virgin are pre84irved in differ- 
ent parts of Italy, said to be the work of the Evan- 
gelist's inspired pencil. Of these, we are told, this 
is one ; but even Catholics, who are nnderstood to 
be endowed with pretty atroi^ faith, do notoZ^be- 
lieveimplicitlyin this tradition; nor is it necessary, I 
pre8nme,that they should, as many of them have too 
mnch taste not to prefer a Madonna of Raphael as 
a woi^ of art, leaving devotion out of tbe question, 
-to the daubs attribnied to a acriptaral authority ; for, 
viewing both as artists, there can be no compari- 
son between the saint and unner. Alt these alleged 
portraits of the Virgin, however, are evidently an- 
ctent, and in all probability were executed by the 
early Greek painters, who were so numerooa in 

" Fonlano's Book on this subject, Tratuporto delT Qbe- 
Kteri Vaiicano, *c, ii rtrj intereadDg ; uid aome idea of tbe 
difficulty of tbe underukii^ may ba fbrmcd from (ba 
fact, that the wo«d slooe for tb« fi-aow-work, on ooa o«^ 
•ion, cost 3000 Boman crowoi, equal to 600f. Sterling 
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Ital^ daring the 12lh, 13d), and part of the 14ith 
ceDtnries. The constntction of this edifice is ill 
adapted for Tiewing pictnres to advantage, being 
much too dark. It presents, however, a rich and 
fine example of the moat perfect ancient Basilicte. 
But I do not agree with those trho reckon it, with 
its many splendid modem embellishments, the fin- 
est model of a Christian chnrch. I consider it 
rather as a memorable instance of tlie effect of 
ftdmirable architecture spoilt by the lore of finery. 
The first objects whitji present themselres to the 
Tiew, on approaching the finest chnrch in the worid 
(limina Apostolorum), are thecolnmns of the cir- 
cular portico or peristyle, the Egyptian obeUek, 
and the two splendid fountains which ulom the 
magnificent square in fivnt of St Peter's. Much 
consideration is reqnisite to enable one to appre- 
nUe fally the beauty or rather sublimity of this 
edifice. I could not conceive the grandeur Kud 
vast eAent of the front, until I got close to the 
pillars, when, from a comparison between thur 
real and fancied circumference, I was enabled to 
oscertun more correctly the mt^itnde of the 
whole. The details being in such just proportion, 
they are oJcnlated to deceive the eye by thur di- 
minished appearance, when seen at some diatmce. 
The bas reliefs and the equestrian statues of the 
two founders of the temporal power of the Pope, 
Constantine and Charlemagne, under the grand 
portico, next attracted my attention. The original 
chnrch of the Vadcan was built hy the Emperor 
Constaatine, and dedicated to St Peter, on the 
apM — the site of the temple of Apollo — where the 
ApoBtla snflined martyrdom) and is said to h^ve 
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heM boned. HaTing CtHea to decsy, it itas re- 
built by tbe Ponliffs of the 16th centary, wb«« 
JiUnt the II., Leo X., and Sextm V. «nt[doyed sno < 
cenirely tbe mcMt celebrated uchitectt, punten, 
mA BCHlphm of the a^, to foranh derigns, sad 
to •Dperintend tbe sccoDipliBfaiiient ot this greftt 
work, firamant* snd some of his incceeson, who 
eommenced tbe edifice, scattered it into an infinity 
«f jarring parts. ThoDgh improvcmeBta were cob' 
templated by Raphael, it was Michael Angelo who 
eoncentnted the complex fatme, and gave it an 
^ of mtgnificent simplicity. He snspended that 
masterpiece ttf architeettire, the cnpola ; and the 
•tractore, as it now stands, is therefore chiefly of 
hta planning, thot^ finiriied by Bernini tnany 
yeara after. P»nl V. (Borghese) hid the ho* 
BOOT of completing Ais admirable chnrch mora 
than a cetitnry after its fonndation wgs laid. Wbea 
I apeak of 8t Peters being completedt I mean, of 
coorae, its being brongfat to its present state; for, 
internally, it is still Swi from being finished. Tbe 
dianges referred to in ita esrly fcistory, chiefly re- 
spect the general desi^, whedier that AmM be 
ia the form of a Latin or Greek cross. Bramante, 
tbe origioel architect, adopted tbe fonner ; Midnel 
Ai^^elo the latter. Mademo again rererted to 
tke wideat plan, nAidi was finally adboed to. 
The.q«esdon, however, if still nodedded, wliich 
wonld hare produced tbe nobler efiect. 

Churches in Cstbolic eoimtrie* sn coutandy 
Often horn morning tilt n^t erery day in the 
year. Tfaepe ia no distinction oi raake, eveiy 
body being freely adnutted ; «a that ridi aad foo^ 
tbe |mnce and tbe peasant, tbe elegant lady buI 
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W homble menitl, Imeel lide bf nda, pH>£n< 
■mg the same creed, and mnMf^tiDg the (Um 
God. On raiiiBg the beary cnnain, which, aa 
in every Roman ebnrch, is smpended acraea the ' 
doorway, to feast my eyes with the magiiific«iica 
of the iDlerior, -my senaadoiu were of the moat 
iatema deaeriptioB. The mind, however, ia not 
bewildered in the contemplatioii of thia tri- 
ninph of modem art, and of the many grand' 
and anbliroe objecta which it contaiua. Such ia 
the harmony of their proportioiH to tbe atractnre 
itaelf, Uiat tboir gigantic sire is for the raoroent 
fcH^gotten ; avd it ia only after examining tlwm mi- 
nutely, that one recorers from the first aatoniah- 
ment t^ieh theu if)palling grandeur ex«tes> It 
woidd be abnird to attempt a datwl on paper of 
half vfaat I admired during tba many Tiaita I paid 
to St Peter's. There were, indeed, few daya on 
whidi I biled to dkect my stepa towards it. I 
once aac^ided to the top — a town in itaalf — with 
bowes and woriidiape of all deacriptiont, in which 
many peraona are always employed to keep tbe fk' 
bfic in a perfect state of repair. The view from the ' 
summit of tbe cupola appears one of ideal beauty, 
poaaeaaiag a chann alnost beyond nature. 

We aext viutad St Johu Latenn, the first Chris- 
tian plaoe of wordiip which was -built in Rome 
by Conatantine, and which has therefcnw tbe de- 
ngnation ef " Mater Ecdesiarura. " * It was 
erected upon the eite, and wi^ part of the mate- 
rials of tbe palace of Plautins Lateranus, a senator, 

* Mother of Churches. The inscription, boweTer, is 
" Eccleuft Tcrbii, et •tbls mater et caputs" i. «• Cburcti 
of th* ci^i mother sad c^iitsl of tha woiU. 
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who being cmtcenwd in Senecs'a conifHracy, wm 
pnt to death hj Nero. I have incidentallj' men- 
tioned dm circoputance, thongh 1 do not profeM 
to be an etymologist, as Bcconnts erf the origin of 
names m often diSt. Thia edifice is saitl to bwe 
been one of llie ancient Baeilicffi, or balli of justice 
—a snrmise which does not agree with the or^^ 
Bttribnted to it by other anthore. It is well known 
that aa theae halls were found nrach better adapted 
to the Christian mode of worebip, from their siM 
and shape, than tlie Heathen tamples, which were 
in general too sm^l and ill cdcolated for the forma 
of the new futh, some of them were purified and 
conyerted into chnrcheB, retainiag their anuMit 
names Baulicee ; and it is said that (bis wae wte i>t 
thoM, and afterwarda dedicated to St John. Borro- 
mini rebnilt it in modem times, in a rery difiereiit 
style of architecture. . It contains statnee of the 
^osttra by Rosconi, La Gros and others, being 
de last great woric in tcnlptore during its decline 
in the 18tb centory ; and these are much ad- 
mired, as well as its magnificent columns of rerd 
Kitiqne, orieDtal granite, and bronze, of astonish- 
ing magnitude anil incalculable value. 

The Conini chapel is a perfect b^ov, wiUi re- 
gard not only to its propoptiona, but to the display 
of marble, mosaic; and, above all, the porphyry 
aarcophagug, now the tomb of Pope Clement the 
Twelfth, one <tf the Corsini family, which was 
found in the Pantheon, and supposed to contun< 
the ashes of Agtippa. 

The palace, and other buildings comiected with 
the Laterao, are now converted into an hospital, 
and form one of the finest objects of modern ar- 
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cUtactvne in Rome. Tfai* piece wu the onul 
naidence <rf tbe Popet vntil tbdr departnre for 
Arigaon. Gregory the Ninth preferred tbe Vati- 
c«a, and lus snccemors bare reaided either there, 
or at the Qoirinal, ever aineet tbe air of tbe L&-' 
teran being conaidered bad. On great featinK 
bowerer, tbey atill officiate at tbe lAt^nn, wboM 
cboreh retaioe pre-eminenca orer all other* in 
Cbriatendom. There ia a bibbII dnpel called La 
Scala Santa, erected near it, in booonr of tbe 
not ataira of Pontina Pil&te'a house in Jennalen), 
GCHuiatiog; of twenty-eight atepa of white maihte, 
which were bronght from tbe btdy dty by lome 
da?o«t cruadw. Ai oar SaTionr waa known 
freqneatly to hare trod npon them, no ane pr»- 
Bwnea to follow hia example in ^a partionlar. 
Tbey are in fact reaerred for the ibtee* of piona 
Chriatisiis of iotpiicit faith. There i« also a w 
■sarkable relic aihibited in the chnrch of St Pmie* 
diea, which denttuida an eqoal degree of faith oa 
CMdnlity. It ia tbe pillar at wfaieb onr Sariotv 
was tcon^ed, anaentiy k^t oa Monnt 8ion, and 
ia of grey, « blade and iriiita marUe, ahont twenty 
iudiea in beig^ and a foot in diaaetcr, with tM 
iron ring at the tap, ta winch crivinala were tied. 
The Iktle chapel wbtre it ia exhibited, tbrongk 
a railing, beara an imcriptioo, etating, that Cardi- 
nal John Colnnma, Apoatolie Legate in the Eait, 
hroaght it diitber in tbe year 1S23. 

A annbeem in NoTember is an exotic in onr 
gloomy clioiale, bat in this hrtgkt atinoepbefe it 
ia indigenona ; and I nerer aaw a finer day in July 
in En^and, than that on wbidi I riuted ^ L*< 
teran. When paiiiag tbrnngh one of the csoaa- 
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atreeta near the Corao, on my Fetnnv I Wh it* 
traded by the sight of aa iminenie crowd, r^leefr- 
ed at the gate of a Pala^m, irttich waa guarded 
by a picqnet of dragoons (die gvardia tiobUe) in 
their dark-green nniEorma, cocked faate and plomea 
«f black feadiers. Jn«t m I approached, an irid- 
iHhianed Htat«-coach, gaudily gikled, drami by 
■is black steeds, dretr Dp to the door. Every in- 
diridual unongBt tbe gaping crowd ironwdiMely 
fell on their knees, calling oat, " Benedicdmie, 
Sancto Fadre I " A tall, TeBenAle-looking man, 
ilpparently about eerenty, in clerical robes, raising 
bis right band, made the sign of the crom, and in 
Hk most dignified manner bestowed bis blessing 
aa tbe kneeling nmltitode. It was Pope Lao tbe 
Twelfth, who bad been visiting bis private palace, 
prerions to its undergoing some projected re- 
pairs. His anwieldy rehicle, followed by half a 
dozen others equally antiquated, filled with cardt 
Bols ond officers of bis hooiehold, drove off, escort- 
ed by the guard of honour, amidst tbe napectAil 
nhnce of ^e spectators; but not until one of 
diem, a widow appsreotly, bad thrown a large fold* 
ed paper, a petition no donbt, into the coot^. The 
old man took it np, bowed to her with a benignant 
smile, and handed it to one of bis sttendanlfl. 
It is our own feelings which give their tone to 
the objects we behold ; and I acknowledge that 
tbe Pope appeared to me at this moment mocfa 
more like what an ecclesiastical prince ought to 
be, than if I bad first seen him presiding over tlw 
whole Mcro coJ^eo, snrroimded by mil the splen- 
dour of the Roman court; or -even during holy 
week, with its many ceremonies gorgeous, glitter- 
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tn^, or hictiferoiu, asd its intetmiaable {»«»»■ 
Moca, uded by die nneqn^ted miterere, allowed 
by Ibe meat muical people in the world to be 
tbe *cm6 of htunKn melody. 

• Some Bnper6cial tnvellras in Italy content 
tlienuelTea with dedBiming i^unat CatholidBm, 
while oihen ue amazed, in their simplicity, that 
Pepeiy and morality shonid exist togetbm. It is, 
I IwlieTe, pretty well known to all who are ao- 
qnainted with the mwal iuflneneie of different 
nationa, tbti Mnsual immorality is more and 
more prevalent the farther nonth we proceed. 
Doea this af^ly to religion, or to dimUo? In 
Enrope, we often find its eSect* rq;tUated by 
(be. latter, as well as on the Alriean coMt; 
yet we find the Ci^tJic Swiss, Bwarians, BalgiaDa, 
or eren the Toscaas, more moral M a peo|^ tbui tbe 
highly dvilizad iahabitaiits of onr own BsJiylon itself. 
Man is essentially a religiotH beii^, as mnch as 
be is a sodal one. This may be laid down as as 
■phorisBi, and proved by the aonndeat argnmenta ; 
and what wovld Rome be wiibont religion ? or, 
vrbicb is an mfinitely more serious inquiry for die 
^esent nweof Romans, what wonki d^be with- 
ent it P why, what the Parisians wne on the com- 
mencement of the Rerolation, <« the inhabitants of 
any other great city at tbe preoMit day, deprived 
of their sense' «f moral daty. Were I to jndge 
from iriiat I hare seen of difibrent states in En- 
rope, I ^oold say that the climate and goreihmenl 
•f CMmtriea bare the greatest bSkX on tbe moral 
cbaraeler of tbe people ; for men, in tbe maaa, are 
what their mien m^ce diem. 

Histofkal, pdidcal, and religions works in 
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Frencb, ate, in feowal, datfked. in Italy, thoy am 
M seldom writlen ctMsdentionjly, and tlw antfaofv 
are » fond of impaning to the world dtat of wkieh 
they have bnt a very snpeifidot kaowlec^ them; 
■elm. Bat owing to tbe reetriction* on literary 
prodnctions, such foreign works «r«, by a legal fie* 
tion, attppoaed not to exist ; and therefore Italian 
literati are conitrwied to treat with nlent con- 
tempt, ai^raenta and inisrepre«eiitatioDa whicli 
they might otbarwiae be indnced to anawo. 

The learned Komaos laugh when they hear Eng- 
liahmen attempting to ipeak Latia ; for nothinf eaa 
be moN absnt^ dtan cor affected and incorrect 
pronimdatian af most of the Towela, which rendara 
Anglo-Jjnin ^nita nuntalMgilde to foraignwa in 
conmaatiiiBi. Ena ia Ireland and Scotland, Latin 
ia tat^t in the pmayal bgImmIs and collegM in 
Iha aame mannar that it ia in Italyv and all ora 
the Coittinent, instead of that viuoua {woDnnda- 
tion paoaliar to England ; and it may aaiily be ima* 
^Md, that there ia no place where Latin is known 
athwrll aa at fi^ne, nor where an iaacripdon can 
be mere diatiacdy dseipbered. The Cut ia, onr 
bearding-acliool misses roceiTe an adtUMtioB ia Mine 
re^MOla more t-vwiMe for gvneial sacietyt than the 
majwisy of UaiTOmity gradoates. Many pedants, 
fffond e£ Uieir knowledge oi Greek, and a barbaiv 
one onintelligibU Latin, fe<d qaite at a loss when 
they happui to go abroad ; foe snch ia the nauifa 
of their edncatim, that ^y can scnicely artioo- 
late a word of anyaiodem langna^ their own ^b> 
oepted. Ab fsti/nuit Awn an Ei^lish UuraistC^t 
lately expressed to me his adminlioB of Uie Lnuad^ 
whidi be had jost been reading ui Partimwac> I 
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pTMiuiMd, of GODTBe, that he waa ocqwuirted wiA ' 
the Itmgnege, to enable hiin «o fatty to ^preoate 
tbe beauties of CamocDB. But he acknowledged 
that dris waa not the case, haTing merely perused 
the work philotogically, withoat andentanding one 
word of ii ! 

On the ere of All-Sunts, I accompanied an 
Irish Frandscan, who had resided mtmf years in 
Rome, to the Vatican, to witness the imposing ce- 
remony of Pontifical Tcspers, which waa to take 
{dace in the splendid Siitine Chapel. Stationing 
onrselTee within die railing, which nngallantly es- 
dndea the bir sex, I saw the Cardinals sDccessiTe- 
ly anive in state, decked oat in their rich scariet 
Mlk robes, and followed by their chaplains and 
tnin-bearers. Two of the Cardinals, Znrla and 
Capetleii, who are Camaldolese monks, wore splen- 
dkl white silk robee. They were the only two 
members of that order I had ever seen. The con- 
tasi between their attire and tiiat of the other 
personages of -^e Sacred College, induced me to 
make tDqniries abont tbero ; and I learned that the 
present Pope has appointed not only them (attbongh 
monks are seldom admitted into the Consistory), 
bat three othera, including t^ general of the Ca-' 
pochins, Mieari, a noble-looking fellow, who waa 
likewise present, and who, in hie black robes and 
fine flowing beard, seemed to hare mere ifae ur 
«rf a field-marslial than of a friar. Upon this oc- 
casion, I conoteil npwards of twenty Cardinals, 
who ranged themselrea on both sides of the ^tar, 
According to their eeniority, besides Monugnores, 
Bishops, and heads of religions orders uidMut 
number. At length I beheld the Pope, wbo en* 
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tai«d fron di0 palacB, and tested iiiinteU on an 
^Tsted throne, baring his brow adorned with tha ■ 
triple tiara. He yraa clothed in goigeons robea of : 
white and gold, uid attended by a motley Bwem- - 
bl^[e of Roman cler^, oobility, and foreign am- - 
baMadoni dteaaed in the most glaiing style oC. 
magaificencei and decked ont in all colotus, from 
tbe sober grey of the BDchorit«i and mendicant*, ~ 
to the sombre black of the toraka ; from the pnr- 
ple of the moneignore to the cripuon of the canon;- 
and from the scarlet of the cardinal to the white of 
the Sapreme Pontiff. I cannot enter into a prolix, 
^tail of church cereraoniee. In fact, I paid very, 
Uttle attoation to them, amidat the enperior attrac- 
tions of the mtrivalted frescoes of Micbaal Angelo, 
which corer the walls of the Sixtine Chapel, toge^ 
iher with the heavenly mosic of ita foil choir. The,- 
groat ^ect of ^ fine evening service of the Ca*. 
tbdic Chnrchi ia prodnced by the perfect tnuains- 
of the band of aif^ere, who ptacUie cooatautly- 
together, without any aqwrnpantment. 

The ecqtraiioe, I am sorry to say, are nofortonate 
cutrati, eacrificed for the sake of sweet sonnds.. 
The Italian voice, thoogb not always pleasing in. 
conversation, soars in its higher tones into tbo' 
richest and boldest mnucal expression. The per- 
•on who chiefly ^tracted my attendon, (and for. 
ttmately my Hibernian dcerwo knew every in- 
dividna] of distinction), was the Cardinal della, 
Sonunaglia, han his strong reBerablance to a ca* 
lebrated ei-Loid Chancdior. They are ^wnt the 
nme advanced age, both possessing the tuaviter h» 
medo, tha same penetrating eyes, still lighted qp 
with an slmoet yosthfol fire, when directii^ a kem 
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pinttng glance ; and llwir eonntfinftticei eshibit 
occarimatif tbe same play of iron featnreH relaxed 
ino a Sardonic smile. Tlie Cardiml vn fbrmeriy 
gifted with coniiderable skill md addresa in the 
mana^ineirt of aflWra, bat ib now (nnlika his British 
ConnterpBrt) incapacitated for basineis, owing to n 
loss of metnory, wbicfa is certainly a Strang nega- 
tive qnaKty for a minister of state, an office be yet 
boldt. Nor is it only physically tbat Delia Som> 
ma^ia resembles the venerable peer I faave aUnded 
10, fortbeir mmda seem to have been similarly con- 
stituted ; tbey areecpally attached toreligioD, Ro- 
man or Angiicaii, in ail its eiclnsive spirit, and to all 
tmcient institatioiis ; they are eqnally opposed to 
innovations, and to the too hasty spread of know- 
le^, or to what is mlgarly called the " mardi of 
intellect. " 

Dtirlng onr walk home by the Fonte di S. Aif 
gelo, I asked my reverend Irish friend if he ever 
faitended to letani to his own country ? " Yes, " 
he said, " I should tike ttf leave my bonen in tfn 
land of my fttbets ; tmt what pleasure can I liave 
in witnessing the majority of my coontrymen ds- 
prived of their civil rights ? " I told him that I did 
not see how he conid be afibcted by any change, 
as Catholica enjoyed tolention, and the free ez- 
erase of their religion, whilst there Were many 
Protestants in Ireland Who wore iJie prindpal pro- 
prietors ; and ihM it was necessary to support the 
Established Cborch there, as well as iu England. 
The firiw indignantly exclumed, " No I Cathcffl- 
cism is the religion of the Irish people; it b the 
asdent, indigenous plant of o«r fertile inn ne- 
glected land : Orangeism b but an exotic, more 
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neetaly irapUnted by a fim^ hand in tbe gratn 
fields of Erin — alas ! too often watered hj An 
bleod of her iodb, before it attained its preMBt 
rank and tnxaiiant growth. When England has 
die wiadom to wipe off the fool and opprotwiona 
stain attached to the professori of ort hol^ Bulb 
(bo long reUuned, after the shadow of s pretext for 
■Dch narrow and exclosiTe policy has ceased to 
exist), then, and not till then, will Ireland be happ^i 
and England jmb " I con give bnt a ^nt idea of 
the impression which the old Milesian wished to 
convey ; nor can it well be inugiaed widioni acta* 
ally beholding his dark pallid coDnlenance, widi hia 
venerable k)cks, and the sparkUng; of his still inteUi- 
gent eye, and bearing his sonorons voice, agitated 
by the earnest energy of his manner, and listening 
to the dictates of hie enthusiastic patriotism, warm- 
ed by religions zeal. As bts opinions were fixed, 
the time and place were equally nnsnited for s 
lengthened discussion ; and therefore, shaking me 
cordially by the hand, tbe worthy old man wished 
me good night at the door of my hotel, and dis- 
appeared, afraid, no donbt, of arriving too late at 



It is snrprising how little is known of his pre- 
sent Holineti, even in his own capitaL Dur- 
ing my stay at Ronwt I endearonred to satisfy 
my oniosity regsrding Leo XII. snd wee at 
length, from pecniiar dTcnmstancea, enabled to 
collect from several sources, many authentic pat^ 
ticulars bf bis esriy life and subeequent conduct 
rince be reached his present exalted station. 

Count Annibale della Genga was bom in tba 
year 1760, at the hereditary estate of la Gengi. 
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BMT ihe towK of S|Mrfato. Aa there b only oim 
Mad to fortune or fame ia the StKtesof the Chnnsh, 
■t u) early age he repaired lo Rente, to o^nnence 
bia ecclenaatictil •todie*. When abont foDr-<uid- 
tmnty, fail faandieoie perao« and tfae «deguioa 
of his mwnerB attncted the BMioe of Pioa VI. 
who naa so much itmck with Aa noble end pre* 
jntmemnng •f^>^uice of tbe Abate 6tHm Ge«ga, 
tban jmt entered ioto holy orileni. that he waii 
knmediately avBUnoned to his Hvliness's apBrt' 
iDeiite at the Qnirinal Palace. The Pope's object 
wm, not oaly ts form hia coart of ^ best leokn^ 
yoang ospirwtto after eculeuastical digutieB, IhH 
alio to put their lalmte to the test, by employ^ 
ing iIkbi in his private cOTreapondeace, bisMrii»l 
reaearches, or in aey eecret preceedii^ in whick 
be aair fit te engnge dieni. It h^ipeaed at thM 
t(DM, that aome eew ammgeaHita were frniwiwg 
for tfae getemment and diacipliae of the charch ik 
Germany, which it was aeceasary to keep secret 
from tiie coof t. The Pope, relying on the diacre* 
tiom aad zeal of his young protege, employed fatm 
eoulideatiaUy tiir many, montfait, writing under bit 
dictation apim ecclanHstical affinrs, chiefly at eig^i^ 
with much precaniioo and mystery ) nntil, by a 
■cries of Bkilfal iHameurtes, Cardtaal Colnaoci, 
•ae of the meet mobiuona men at the Papal oobiV, 
^soorared the noetumal occapationa of Ine Holi- 
aem, and iatrigned sncceasfaJly to have hie amaiua- 
ensis discarded. HaTing pumped the secret of the 
prepeaed reforms in the German bisfaopricks trom 
the nnsaspecting youth, from the height of the most 
brilliant hopes, founded on the Pope's predilection 
£w Uw, deUa Gea^ aa aatddtfoly fell into the .u- 
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datingiuflhed ranla of the ordmary prelacy, wilh u ul 
sppoiDtment or c<H)ud«fUian, except that of Mon- 
ugnor«,-^a cIbbb from which ihoee deMined for dM 
highest offices are geoerally selected. Though snb- 
MCjaently reetored to favour, hia appointment to s 
foreign mission compelled him to leave a capital 
where he was as much admired by the one sex, aa 
he was enried by the other. Id the end, howerer, 
it proved more to hia interest to be removed from 
the pleasarei and dtiaipation of Rome, to a spheta 
better calculated for the display of hn natural ta- 
lents, and the development (rf his excellent abilities. 
The l^^tion of Munich becoming vacant, he waa 
named to it, and soon became a deuded favourite 
at the Electoral Coort — an honour to which hi* 
amiable manners, elegant person, and highly culti- 
vated mind, jnstly entitled him. Here he formed 
some valaable acquaintances, particularly with 
Prince Looia, now King of Bavaria, whose visit to 
Rome lately was inlended as a pio<rf of hia &iend- 
riiip. In the year 1793, Count della Genga waa 
promoted to the higheat rank in the Episcopacy, 
by the honorary title of Archbishop of Tyre, m 
partUtus mfidelitan ; * and on the death of hia pa- 
tron in 1800, he waa recalled to Italy from hia 
post of Legate, where he found Cardinal Gonsalri, 
the nephew of his tAA enemy Colnacd, in power, 
be having been appointed secretary of slate aa 
office which he retained dnring the latter year* 

■ ' The countiy of the unbeliever*. " All Ibe fiHiiMr 
titles of the Bomao clergy, when tbeir church wu reallf 
Cslbolic, are retained, but distinguished b; Ibe above 
9, beiDg however oot itlontber titular ; Ibt aslBnes 
I, Ktachcd to Osa* in 



-mw]' iiutuica, Ktachcd to Osa* inagbiary S 
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•f the protncted pontificate of Pope Hu VII. 
DelU Genga now retired fw a while from pablic 
life ; and bis chief occapatioa and amnMment, at' 
diia period, ky in the chaM, to the pleasnrea of 
which be devoted meet of bis time. Daring the 
fifteen years Italy was govemed by the French, the 
Pope's temporal sovereignty was in abeyance. The 
Homan States, rednced to a prorioce of the new 
Empire, were obliged to submit to the d^radation 
of receiving laws from a French prefect, who re- 
sided in the Eternal City ; and who relieved the 
Papal Coort (when held at Rome) from ti» 
tronbles and anxiety attendant on worldly con- 
cerns. Of coone, Cardinal Gonsalvi, the honorary 
ttcretario di itato, held a comfJete Binecore, or ra- 
ther his fooctions were limited to the care of sools, 
having only the responsibility of those spiritnal 
matters of wbich the Pope, as bead of the Catho- 
lic CInircb, could not be divested. In the mean 
time, della Genga obtmned charge of the diocess of 
Siaigt^lia, where he was much beloved, dorii^ tbe 
few years he presided over iu 

The restoration of the Bourbon dynasty in France 
WAS so important an event in tbe fortnnes of his Holi- 
ness, that he immediatelysent Archbishop della Gen- 
ga to congratulate Louis the Bigbteenth on bis re- 
turn to Paris. That be might not relinquish an op- 
portnnitf of obtaining, byenteringinto n^otiationa 
with ^e reetored monarch, as mndi infiaence for tbe 
Holy See as it liad lost under the Imperial Usnrper 
who preceded him, tbe Nnndo was instructed by 
tbe crafty and politic Gonsalvi, to endeavour to pre- 
Tail upon Louis to renounce those advantages which 
bad beoi secured to the Galilean Church by the 
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to^BCoDOordBt-~«inUwia which (ermuMtedaao- 
OMsfully fw the RoaaB Court. It teFmioBted »• 
tberwiasi hovtevw, with regard to its effects upon 
Ute thtncXtr erf Delia Geag)^ who had heen ap- 
pointed to the oflico of Nuncio, merely because 
th» jealous Gousatri h^d considered the object of 
ibe mission imposeibJe of sttainmsot. Fmding 
that the French tDOoarch Lad eipressed Lie fa- 
vourable intentions towards the interests of the 
Pope, Delia Geaga impolitically addressed a lettei; 
tt) Goue^fi, giring a candid opinion of tLe fa> 
TvartAde prospects of his undertoltiiig. 

This error was one of the greatest he could have 
Item gnilty of, and in moet courts is norer exciue4 
or forgotten. It nearly proved fatal, not only t9, 
bis repniation, but to his life. Had he wricteq 
ngndy, exaggerated the difficulties that obstrocte^ 
him, and aLstaioed from deqiatchiog a conrier un- 
til the arrangement was concladed or forniB^ji 
ugoed, his skill, talents and finesse, woold Lara 
been extolled, and a Cardinal's hat and some ric^ 
benefice would have been hit reward. Instead of 
due, GoBanlri informed the Pope that the a&ira 
of the Church absolately required his (Goosalvi's) 
ipunedkte presence at Fsiis, to counteract ths 
awkward position in which the inconsiderate Nun- 
do had pliu^d the negotiations on the tapis ; and 
•» France standa higher than any other power 
in the estimation of the Holy See, from the im- 
portance which her adherence refiects on the head 
pf the Catholic Chorch, Cwdinal Goosalri wai 
very soon on his way acroaa the Alps. 

In little more than a fortnight after writing his 
unfortunate despatch, affairs Laving goiie en most 
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proaperotulfin the meantime, De1kGeDgaws« about 
to wut npon the F^nch miniater, to give the finish- 
ii^ hand to the Concordat, when he waa Borprised by 
the nnirelcome amTal of GonialTi ; who, in an honr 
afterwarda, receiving the necesAOfy docnmenta from 
bia thnndentnick rival, nipereeded him in the ne- 
gotiatiooa at the Tnilleries, and acquired the merit 
o( terminating; the afiair, although he had merely 
got it formally ai^ed. The diatreaa prodoced by 
this untimely interference in. the mind of Dem 
Genga waa aach, that for many montha he never 
left hia bed, an hemorrhage having immediately 
declared itaelf, which brought him to the point of 
death. Grief, disappointment and mortification, 
preyed on hia health; and this malady haa never 
BiDca ceaaed to afflict him at intervala. It ia said 
he ha« received the viaticum, or extreme nnction* 
no leaa than a dozen timea aince thia revolution in . 
hii ayatem. 

Nearly two years after, in the consistory held 
on the Bth of March 1816, Delia Genga waa 
elevated to the hononrs of the purple, and soon 
after appointed Vicar-general to Pina the Seventh. 
At the last conclave in 18S3, Cardinal delhi Som- 
maglia, from his advanced age, and hecanae he 
heldtheofficeof Deanof theE^croColt^o, as well 
M other circnmatances, had great hopea of being e- 
lected to succeed Raa the Seventh. A young man 
•eldom succeeds ; and Delia Genga was at that 
time not much more than sixty — tjnite a youth ia 
tiiis Council of Ancients. But, it b said, that he 
dexteronnly made an arrai^ment with his old 
friend Delia SommagUa, to promote the interests 
of one another, on condition that, if either *ere 
«2 ,1, 
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elected Pope, the other should hare tbe ofGce of 
Secretary of State. This is the only plaiuil^ 
nmimer of accounling for the reault of the election 
la favour of the yoni^ Pope, and the nomiiuitlon 
of tbe old Ultra-iDiiUster of State. Leo tk^ 
Twelfth, however, certunly owes bis present ela- 
Tated station in some measure to his pleasing ele- 
gance of manner, and his handaome, gracefnl per,- 
aon, which secured him many friends ; and, al- 
though a man of pleasure in early life, he is not 
only reformed, but more strait-laced and rigid in 
hia conduct, than if be had been equally exem- 
plary in his youth. In this respect ha resembles 
»11 converts, who affect greater aneierity, and make 
less allowance for the faults of othem, .than tboae 
who have never strayed from tbe path of pro- 
priety. Since tbe appointment of his present Ho- 
linese, the Vatican has been indebted to him for n 
vast accession to its treasures, in antiquities, lite- 
rature, and the arte. Several collections of books, 
antiques and curiouties, have been lately pur- 
chased, such as the Verentini and Ranandini, which 
are part oftlie Aldobrandinistatnesandrelievi. He 
ihas also continued the different public works com- 
menced by his predecessor for tbe embellisbmeut 
of Rome i fuI6Uii:^, in an exemplary manner, many 
of the duties of a pontiff and a prince, by enact* 
ing and promulgating laws for the protection of 
commerce, and the improvement of the public ad- 
ministration. He has socceedeil in eradicating 
die banditti who so long infested tbe maritime 
provinces. He has added a cabinet of mosaics 
to the Vatican Museum, augmented the number of 
Theological Colleges, and increased tbe salaiies of 
• the Professors. 
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Althongb an effort was made by the Ultra party 
.to prohibit public Proteslont wonhip in Rome, it 
iH Bull protected hj the Conrt, and even a guard 
allowed to sanction the English seirice ; an inesti- 
niaUe advejitage to the many forei^ reeidenta 
there. To the bfloenceof Cardinal dellaSommaglia, 
nay be attrihnted the measures now in contempla- 
tion, to found a college on the aame footing as tlie 
Sorboone, a philological establishment, charged 
with the examination of ftU literary wotlcs before 
they are printed. There can be little apprehen- 
sion of any liberal productions escaping the vigi- 
lant eyes of ecclesiastical censors. 1 believe his 
Holineea owes his nnpopnlarity solely to his nn- 
foTtuoate choice of a minister, as the recollection , 
of the beneficent and conciliatory Gontalvi is still 
cherished by the Romana with a sentiment of 
grateful affection, which the less congenial and in- 
tolerant government of his antiquated successor 
has strengthened and confirmed. 

Italians, before the last centory, called all ultra- 
montanos Barbarians ; and Voltw'e allows that his 
own countrymen deserved that appellation in a li- 
terary sense, bef(»« the establishment of the French 
Academy by Loaia XIV. They still look upon 
fareignerB, when they talk of painting, scnlptnre, 
(ff music, as little better than barbarians. In regard 
to the fine arts, Italians may, without presumption, 
atrogate to themselves a general knowledge of the 
■uligect, as well as an intimacy with its most minnte 
details, and a fineness of tact not to be met with 
is the inhabitants of any other country. As to 
climate, they enjoy even in winter a genial warmth, 
a purity of sky, and tm elasticity of atmosphere. 
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(^ vbich onr English weather pvet no example ; and 
they are therefore amazed that we can feel attach- 
ed to a country, where fc^ and frost form the ro- 
rieties of our winter, while eren in iummer we are 
often imiDdated with rain. We in our tnrn, how- 
ever, pity the Laplander and the Icelander, who 
live amidst ice and enow in their hyperborean re- 
gions, fo^etting, in onr tendemesa, the attractive 
power of the naked crags and desdate sborea, 
which their native country present both in its ex- 
ternal appearance and old associations, sad which 
nstnrally endear to the rude nnsophisUcated boor 
tbe land of his btbers. 

Rome is always full of strangen, fonr-Gftbs of 
whom are Englisb, who condnct themselves rather 
improperly, particularly with regard to religions ce- 
remonies. This is in extreme bad taste. I know 
not why it is that we act in a manner abroad, which 
we ahonld be aabamed of at home. I am by no 
meaoe inclined to underrate the good qualities of 
my own connOTmen, celebrated as they are for 
the exercise of many virtues, and at least as pnre 
a morality as that of the inhabitants of Coutinen- 
tal nations ; but I have ever remarked a strUc- 
ing difference between Englishmen at borne and 
abroad. The national spirit which prevails prover- 
bially anong the Scotch wonld be laudable, inas- 
mnch as it contributes to their happiness, if it did 
not make them too parti^ to their own merits. 
It must, however, be allowed, that they show a 
greater deference and respect to the customs of fo- 
reign countries, than their southern brethren. In- 
deed, were attention to the public ordinances of 
religion, and the strict observance of Sunday, to be 



THE TITDPKIUTITB TSATBIXER. 801 
taken as critmons of th« moraU of a pe(^>l«t I 
shoald lay that Italy or Scotland would stand pre. 
Muineiit in morality ; for I know of no country 
vhicb excels them reapectirely in theae qualifi- 
cations. 

SterDe, in hii eaumeration of the diSereut de^ 
tcriptions of trayellerB, has omitted the Titupen- 
tire traveller. When one of this class (by fat 
the moat numerous of our countrymen wbo viait 
Italy) speaks of the people, no term of abuse 
IB strong enough to convey hia opinion of the 
natives of a couotry, where Englishmen are in* 
variably received with urbanity and attentiim— n 
irften with kindness and hospitality. If he lalki 
of ica antiquitiea and it« arta, a thousand silly abn- 
■ive epithets (ydeped learned criticisma) are be< 
stowed on the fineat monaments that have escaped 
the ravages of ages, or been erected in modern 
times by the genina of man. Science and lite* 
rature appear to him alike contemptible, where 
arljsts and authors are either upstarts who raise 
themselves from obacurity, or owe their fame M 
tlie adventitious aid of birth or patronage. Italian 
nobility and professional men are equally miuvpre- 
aented ; while the females are declared to be unedoT 
Gated, vulgar and licentious, notorioua for amours 
which would elaewhere exclude ladies from so- 
dety. No rank ia exempt from this general cen-. 
sore ; hut hia ovm country, forsooth, is held up as. 
the centre of knowledge, religion, morality, and 
toleration ; combining a certain tone of fasljion, 
higb-bred ease, and polished gayety, which the vitu- 
perative traveller seeks for in vain abroad. Whero- 
ever he goes, his national prejudices, improperly 
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tenned amorpatria, Bccompaiijr bun ; and, if admit- 
ted into good Mciety, ba eompores tbe manners of 
Italf with tbose of Ent;land, and tbat comparison, 
as a matter of cooTBe, tende always to the advantage 
of tbe latter. Erery page be writes contains a libel 
on tbe character of bis polite and hospitable enter- 
tvneis. Howerer highly gifted tbey nay be, aa 
foreignera, they must pay homage to their abusire 
gnes^ and tbos have their kindneas requited by 
ingratitBde. I pity more than I envy tbe feel- 
ings wbicb dictate such conduct ; nor ia it easy to 
&ncy any man so totally insensible to the chums 
of ancient literMnre, u not to venerate tbat hod 
from which it first emanated. To Greece and 
Rome we owe tbe brightest riaions of onr youth, 
which can no more be forgotten than the valiant 
deeds of their heroes, their fabled gods, and all 
the beautiful illasions of their mytholt^, cele- 
brated by bards and biatonana whoae pages bave 
afforded os eo much iustraction and delight. We 
now contemplate the faded glory of tbeir literature 
and arts, ao forcibly recalled at every step we take 
in Rome, where, however on a deep substraram 
of venerable antiquity, baa been raised a saper- 
atrnctnre of nnparalleled magnificence. 



.--„Googlc 



CHAPTER VIU. 

ROME CONTINUED. 

On All Sainta' Day, baring obtaioed Rdmittanca 
to the iame part of the Siztine Chapel where 
we had been tbe evening before, we set off at 
an early honr to see one of the grandest ceremo- 
nies of tbe Catholic Chmdt— a ponufical high maes. 
A similar airay of Cardinals and other dignitaries 
officiated as at vespers, and ^e like divine mmic 
again enchanted oar ears. Bat the tpeOae^ wbm 
etill mora brilliant ; for, besides tbe dazzling pomp 
«nd splendour of tbe clei^, the whole of the 
Corps Diplomatiqve were present, to pay th«r 
respects to his Holiness after mass, which lasted 
■bont two faoBTs. The Pope, by whom it was ce- 
lebrated, after tbe ceremony, seated himself on 
the throne, when a yonng canon of St Peter'a 
mounted the pnlpit, and preached a Latin ser- 
mon very fluently, with a graceful delivery, and 
distinct ennacialion. 

The ceremonies of this day were altogether so- 
premely gnmd, and some of the intensely pathetic 
mnsical sounds would have reached the aool cf 
an infidel. Music ia an exotic art with nsi ao- 
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quired with B feeling of effort and asHidnity ; 
whilet, in this gifted land, it appears to flow from 
the heart as its own habitual lan^age, and as 
the source from which the sentimenta of all claa- 
Bee take t)lt^i^ tone. The facility with which 
Italians acquire a knowledge of mtxsic, muBt ap- 
pertain to some peculia^i^y of auricular organiza- 
tion. They have, from infancy, an ear for time as 
well as sound, and they advance in skill almost 
intuitively. What a delightful residence Rome 
moat be for any man who haa t musical taste ! It 
must be no less so to him who chiefly occupies 
bimsdf m aBtiqaarian researches, or the study of 
tb« 6ne arts. In fact, there are instances of tra- 
nllera who visited Rome merely to spend' a few 
weeks, having remained all their Uvea. Pouaain 
GOTild never make up his mind to quit a country 
wUch afibrded snch beautiful landscapes. Far 
Snm being surprised that Rome should have sub- 
doed tlie world, Petrarch, when he first behdd it, 
ahhovgh it was torn by faetion during the short- 
lived power of Rrenzi, " the last of the Romans," 
ruJter wondered that the conquest had not he&i 
eariisT accomplished. 

Tie spacious subterranean Church of St Peter's 
is, from its tmttqaity, well worth inspection. It 
formed part of the Migtnel edi6ce bftilt in the 
foMTth centttry, and contama tke remains of many 
Popas and tnanyvs. The most bigMy valued 
treasures of this description which it possesseSi 
«r» tb« relics rf St Peter and St P&ni, witich 
^ie in m Mmptnone vanh under Ae cupola, oma- 
neoted by a w^ificent aliar, at n^tch only the 
-Bkpea say tnaM. Thither pttgrrms resort from *I! 
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parts of the narid to rerermce uid pnjr befbra 
tbeir ^rine. The three last cbiefe of the nnfortv-* 
Bate StMart line are also interred niwler St Peter'ai 
and OB each of their tomla the empty tideof " Kiog 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, " ia itMcribed. 
Wim 1 ascended into the church from tb\B tab- 
terraoean region, as Italiui peasant, who traa stand* 
ing near the high altar (BiuTouoded by the moat 
f^orgeona dwplay of humati magnificence and aplen* 
dour), inqaireil of me " Abaaio e pin hraUo cha 
qoi <Ii aopn.? " (" Is it uglier b^w than tifora 
here?") rather aiD ungophisticated manner of ex* 
preaidag hit opinion ! I recrosaed the Tiber to riew 
the mauiolean) of Aufputns, now ahnoat conceded^ 
and seemin^y fer^ten, twdat the mea(i-)o<ridii|; 
nradem baildin)^ which encompass k. I eamto* say 
that the siglit of tbti monnmefit i^iordid me msch 
gratification, as it bos been conrerted inte an anti- 
pkitbeatre for buU-bailing, or tome bim^ honible a>- 
■aiasesieal. The walls that renaain are of tnfoand 
litick, of greatHhicknesB, tkoogh much dilapidal«d. 
The presentation of letteraof introdnolion is ntA 
j|«nentUy followed by invitationa lo balls and dtnnan 
in Italy. Bnt one hoar's oanreraation widi SKch 
mesi aa the Conaervator of the Valicant Maauscripti, 
'M«aai|w>re Angele Mai, «r StgBore Marini, Prfiect 
of the Art^ivet, known fay aev^*! emdite werki, 
ycofes tar laere agreeable to strangeis trho army 
ha iatrodacad to thsm, than tha formal asade of 
MluowledgemeDt, whic^ it cmnidered the indis- 
pensable reaslt of intradnotory lettaia. I d«aired 
more satia&ction dunng the abort titte 1 apeat 
in company with some of tbe literati of iLatne, 
dtaa if they had iatited ma to banquet^ anch aa 



S06 A C0HVBB8AZI0NE. 

wen wont to be ginn b^ LncnUn*, tbe ApicU, or 
any of tba Lnpwial ^nttooa who di^reced (ha 
pnrple. I wm preHnted Bt the " Caza " of a Ro- 
iDBn widow \atly, whom erening conrerzationi 
were generally fretiaanted by some of the literati 
•f the capitel, and occationally by scientific fo- 
nignen. I cannot uy macb fw the epedmen it 
afforded of blue- Blocking society. We had neither 
cmrda nor rrireafament ; bnl a bnTnra waa amg 
by a Tory yonng lady, and an eUbwate piece of 
amtieby another, "dtmapeJintraitonaMe." The 
conTonayon, of wfaich we bad ahnndance, was 
•nppotted chiefly by a couple of elderly Abates, 
• Dottore, aome srtisti, and other nondetcHpls. But 
the few Englith people preaant contiiboted tittle 
to tke intellectual part of the erening's display; 
tbey aeened quite aatisfied to liaten as abort a 
time SB poMible to what thty acarcely underatood, 
and too bappy to seize the first opportunity of a 
forsMl panse, in order to effect their retreat, i^ 
'Pareotly unaccoaipanied by tbe regret of thoiethey 
Mt behind. I know not a creUed being more 
annoying thaa > pedantic woman, anperfidally ao- 
qnainted with gmeral literature, and ^fted with a 
tolerable memory, but affecting a taste for toon 
thaa she nndaalands ; and withall so orerpower- 
in^y leaned, ibat she is never h^py nnleaa when 
•Oircainded bya herd of men-aoibbler*, who exhaust 
any modeiale aledc of patience, talking of unread 
books becanse not worth reading, and priding 
themaelves npon a knowledge of what nobody but 
dMnaelTca thinks wecth faw while knowing any 
ttui^ about. 

(^ d^ I reK^?ed to deiUnle myadf wde- 
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Ijr to tbe andenta ; nod fint bent ny step* to tb» 
Corao, learing leanwd sntiqaarians to settle tiifr 
point, no often sgitMed, a* to wfaetbw thia ii the lo- 
cale of die Via Lata. 1 tfaongbt, faowerer, thai it 
mnat have f«med part of the dispated ^ace ; and 
it has be«i pretty aocarately aftcertained, that the 
remainder follows the direction of the Via Trium- 
phak, beyond the aite of the FluBiniBa Gate. 
The Campus Martina ia more aocniaMly deaig- 
nated, not frotn the obM«rfl lane now bearing that 
name, bnt oiring to some of its aneient monn- 
toenta, which atiil appear. Strabo deacribea dte 
Campns Martina ss a place aacred to tlie memory 
of the most illnaRioTM citiMna,- to which, in die 
reign of Tiboina, the city itaelf appeared only an 
scceaaory and secondary object. How diSuvat 
BOW I It ia covered with homes, end reckoned 
one of the moat popolooa qnarters of Rome. Be* 
fore entering the grand scene of our deatination, 
we stopped to new a colosaal Im, the Mona Ln- 
crezia, and the celebrated Fasqain at the comer 
of the Oraini palace. Tfaw diafignred white mar- 
ble torso, nnlesa pointed oW, wotdd never attract 
the sli^toat obeerration. There is a groap at 
Florence, representing Meael&aa carrying off the 
body of I^troclos, which bears a striking resem- 
btaace to it. The matilated figure now known by 
the name of Pasqoin, owes its celebrity to a aa- 
tirind cobbler or barber, notorious for Ute bitter- 
ness of hia ^bes, and racinMa of bis jokes. His 
idiop, in the days of Leo X., was near the spot 
where the statne now stsnda ; and neidier hb 
Holiness nor the Gardmals escaped tbe lampoom 
of the wita, any more than their aacceasan, and 
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Other pvH&e cWmMn. da u prewiN. We n- 
twed the reudeoce of the senator, nfaoae dtity is 
Goufiaed to the NpariBtendance of Bntrkets sod 
pruooB, the latter being eitnated under, and th« 
cooDcit chamber ovei, bis ball of jtutice. We bad 
BO inducement to pay his Worship's ^«mites a 
vary long visit, for the Mayor and AJdermen af 
aodera Romei (Senator and Conaervatora) ex- 
ate ai little intecest as those of an Eogliab borofl^ 
COi^oratioo. I observed the well-knowit S.F-Q>R>* 
inacribed tranereraely on a Ge^ic eaentcfaeon, pi«- 
fiaded by a croaa, and surBionnted by a cwanflt) 
|H«8flntiDg rather a grotesqoe appearance in ancb a 
spot. The offica of Senator is now h^ by a no- 
bleman of the ficBt rank, who must be an alien, 
ao natire of Rome being eligible. A few pictnrea 
leliered tbe dulnesa of ^e dingy walk; and tbey 
wete pracisaly of that deicription on whioli Gold' 
Muth'a CoBBoissear itaasea the qualified ealogiam, 
^' that they might have been beUer painted, if tha 
painter had takien mora paioa. " We reKained a 
longer tine in the area below, admiring the brmiM 
aMtne of Marras AareUna and his bone, onco 
tie idol of Rome — I mean tbe bcvse, which waa 
the n^net of atlractiiM), tbe Emperor being only 
the accaaaory. No monument of antique scalp- 
tore baa been more admired dwn this, whidi is tbe 
model of eqneatrian statues, as much ns the Pan- 
theon is the model of all cupolas which bave been 
arected since the reign of Angnitna. Having been 
one of the first stataes found at Rome, and never 
■nbseqncntly equalled, it baa naturally been ex- 
posed to much critiosm, and has consequently euf- 

* 9enatti>, Ptymluiqtit, RoinantM, Senate snd People 
of Rome. 
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fered both from preiM and eeunra, tboogfa the 
former predominates. 

The magniGceat rnioa in the Fomm Rommnoni, 
which now bean the nndignified name of Canipo 
Vaccino, * obliterated for the moment the recollec- 
tioD of every other object. The first of the mighty 
vestiges of annqnity, which etrikes the stranger on 
entering this classic gronnd, is the trinmpbal arch 
of Septimius Serenis, composed of one large and 
two smaller arches of Grecian marble. It is too 
mocb interred for one to judge properly of its pro* 
portions or effect ; and I oo^t not to cansare what 
has found so many admirers. Bnc I certahriy 
thonght less of it, from the poverty of its ent^l»- 
tare, than any of the Roman arches. The very 
proximity of the other* ts dangerons, in as m«^ 
as they provoke a compansoo, in which this arch is 
quite eclipsed by the superior excellence of others. 
The arch of Tttut, though small, is crowded widi 
•cnlptnre and has relief, representing, on one side, 
the conqueror of Jemsalem in his car crowned by 
Victory, and on tbe other the spoik of the temple. I 
do not think that the repairs or modern restoratiras 
have very much injured the effect of this arch, as 
the same style has been preserved pretty Adthfial- 
ly ; bat unless the addition were deemed abw 
lutely necessary to prevent it from &lliDg to utter 
ruin, it might as well have been left untouched. 
The Corinthian arch of Constantine is larger, 
but less noble, and far more incorrect in its archi- 
tecture than that of Titus, being ■indeed mnch 
inferior to that of Sevenu. There are eight 
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tuagBificeat colnmiu of guJl'uitico, and an eqoal 
namber of atatuea of Dacian captiree. Tbe baa i»> 
liela, rapreeeBting tbe ooaqnesta of Trajan, are anp- 
poaed to have been pilfered fnnn an arch ocigioally 
orected in hononr of that greatest of alt Roman 
Enperora. Tbe scnlptnie on tbe friese is ao in- 
ferior, tbat little doubt can be entertained of its 
haTHig been execnted for thia pa(died-up work, dnr* 
log tbe decline of tbe Empire, whieb vaa also the 
decline of tbe arta. 

We descended to tbe Carcere Mamertina, m 
prison of Jngnrtba, where a fonntain is ifaowQ 
viach St Peter, when incarcerated there, is said 
to hare called into eustence, in order to baptiee 
bis jailors. 1 never aaw a more horrible place, and 
was not a little pleased to get into the open air 
•gun. 1 fonnd, however, that it was expected I 
ehotdd also look at tbe pictures of an expiatory 
chnrch erected over the spot, and dedicated to St 
Peter. Being anxious to return to the inspection 
irf the aaciMit treasons (tf tbe Foram, I made my 
atay as abort as tbe Sacristan (a well-fed retainer 
of the church, remarbabljr partial to half a crown) 
would, in bis enthosiaam, permit. Tbe three gi«nd 
oolnmns of the temple of Jupiler-TonaoB, and the 
Corinthian colomna of tbat of Antoninaa and 
Faustina, were next examined in detail, passing tbe 
gigantic maaa of brick, which, according to some, 
was the temple of Peace, and if we are to believe 
ethers, tbe Basilica of Constantino. The point if 
•f little importance now, though the moat nnleun- 
•d antiqnarj' may safely venture to pronounce the 
sbsnrdity of the latter snppoeition, from the ahape 
and appeanmce of ^e rains. We clqeed our in- 
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vestigftdon for that day, with Ibe laziest edifice ia 
Enropei built in four years by Vespwuan and bia 
aon Titiu, kDowu by the name «f lb» Coliaeiini, or 
FlanaD Amphitheatre. 

The northern exterior of this strnctnre exUlntathe 
different ordeis of architecture which the building 
combines— Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian t open ar- 
cade*, and an attic auatained by Corinthian pilast«a 
with foliated c^itali. IheSOVoniitoriaiOrentraa- 
ces from corridon, are ttill perceptible, and wereeo 
ftdminbly diapoeed, that 80,000 apectatore could aa- 
•emble w disperse widiont confusion. Ila form 
is elliptic, with an external circomference of 1700 
tout. In Tiewbg this gigantic edifice, one cannot 
avoid lamenting the rapacity of modem Roman 
patricians, to whose depredations, not to the 
natural decay of time, the dil^idated state of 
the interior is to be attribated ; for the immenstt 
massee of masonry with which this noble Btmctore 
was bnih would nerer hare yielded, unassisted bjr 
the effort* of the Barberini and other barhari, irito 
pillaged its taavwtine and cakareons blocks, in order 
to build thrir fine palacea. A atop haa howera 
been put tu the worit of destraction by the lata 
Pope, who prohil»ted any one from removu^ the 
material* of this stupendous fobric, and raised a solid 
buttreas to prevent any ib(»« of it hrom foiling. He 
alao expended luge sums in repairing aome of the 
rarages whit^ originated in the Gothic rapacity of 
his piedecessiHa' nephews. This wonderful ed^oe 
owes its beauty more to the gnmdenr and symme- 
try of the whole, than to the correctness of ita mi- 
nnter parts, some of which are very deficient la 
beauty and praporli<»i. I was lodt in surprise 



912 PALAZZO DOBIA FAMFILt. 

■nd adrointion when contemplating the immeiuftf 
of Uiia building, which cannot fail to ioipiro the 
mind with an exalted ides of Roman magDificenco, 
while we regret the barbaraas pnrpoies to which 
it was applied ; for it is well known that dnring the 
period intervening from the time of Cnsar to tint 
of Carinas, the combats of gladiatora and wild 
beaeta were generally given in these amphitheatres. 
Cbariot-mces (games of a more innocent nature) 
were always exhibited in the circns. 

The Palazzo Doria Pamfili is a large edi6cef 
loaded with ornament, designed by BorrominL 
Its g^lery, considered one of the fineet in Rome) 
contains many masterpieces, and a number of ex- 
cellent landscapes by Gaspar Ponssin and Rosa da 
Tivoli. Amongst the celebrated pictures I saw 
die Aldobrandini Nuptials, copied by Nicola Pons- 
sin from what is probably the most perfect speci- 
men of ancient painting in the world, and which to 
me appeared to merit the great admiration be- 
stowed on it. The original is a beantifnl frag- 
ment fbnnd in the bath of Titns, supposed to re- 
present the marriage of Pelena and Thetis. Hiere 
are ten 6garea npon the same plain, forming three 
groups. The ground is n grey skreen, breast high. 
The design and attitudes bive all (be severe aim- 
plicity of sculpture, or of baa reliefe, without any 
richness of colour, draperies or accessories, to heigh- 
ten the effect. Poussin's Bacchanalian scene in 
the British national gallery, as far as regards the 
grouping of the figures and the cdonring, has evi- 
dently been borrowed by the artist from the same 
ancient model. 

Rome has half a dozen theatres, aad tha want 
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opts* « It^. I wefit a^om to llie vnlf om 
which Hits open doriBg my stay ; but when I ^d go 
to this place ( La Valle), I fonnd that Bosini'e operu 
were performed alternately with miserable ti«^ 
die* and comediea. The theatre Aliberti is only 
mted far mtsqaersdesdoTingcarnira) time. Tbelaig- 
«it houae is called the Argentini, which ii, I ondM- 
atBiid, well attended in winter, when it has a tol^' 
^le company of performers; but at La Vallei even 
die music waa bad, and the acting wretched. The 
theatre is conducted in a moat arbitrary manner, 
by an avaricioua empressario (director), watched 
and controUed by a harsh police, having the power 
to inflict aevere penalties, fines, and eren impiianai 
stent, for tbe slightest Cran^ression. To exempli* 
fy this, aa far aa regards tbe aadience, I may men* 
tion, diat if a person is fonnd with any description 
of weapon in the pit or gallery, he is liable to be 
wnt for fire yean to the galleys ! The anfortaaata 
Theepiane are worae off; f<x shonld any of them 
Dae an expreaeion not in tbe promptei's book, or 
allow himBetf any indecent gesture, he is sent to 
tbe galleys for lifel All applause or censure ia 
forbidden, under pain of three montlu imprison* 
meat. Such specimens of tbe recent theatrics! 
code certainly exonerate tbe Ecclesiastical Go- 
remment from the charge of having any particn-. 
lar predilection for the drama. This despotism 1* 
many degrees worse than the monopoly of patent 
theatres, or even the literary censorship exercis- 
ed by a deputy play-licenser, against whom play- 
going folks in England eiclum so much. I spent 
a few hours one erening, at the private theatre 
Cnearina,ina very distant part of Rome. An opera 
bn^ and an indifFerent comedy, made up the per- 
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fonnances; but neither were m attractire as Poti- 
dnelfa with all its absurdity, which ia need by tbe 
Bomans as a Tebicle for satire. 

It is to be r^retted that the approach fram the 
Castle of St Angelo to St Peter's, entering through 
the elliptic range of pillars to the grand staircaee 
of the Vatican, should not be more in keeping with 
the gruideur of tbe square and die sorronndii^ ob- 
jects. Could the old mean-looking houses near it 
be carried out of Mght, tbe beauty of tbe fiifade of 
the church woKfd appear to ranch greater advan- 
tage. However, any defects we speedily over- 
looked, when the pillars, fountains and obelisks, 
^pear. In fact, every incongruity is foi^otten ; 
the only thing tbst remains is a feeling of admira- 
tion towards the splendid scene which opens upon 
the view. * The Musenm Ro-Clcmentino, enrich- 
ed with the most nnmerons collection of statoes and 
antiques in the world, its walls lined with busts of 
consuls and emperors, illustrating the interesting 
history of Rome, is indebted to Clement XIV. and 
Pins Vl. for its most spacious gallery, in which 
are preserved so many precious ancient monnmenta 
of the arts. This is an institntion which tends 
more then any thing else to diffuse a longing for 
the elegant and beautiful, in art, into the mass of 
the people, and to promoia what is equally de- 
ilroblei a pure taste. 

I perambulated for hours through the almost 

■ It may here be mentioned, that ihe beauUful y'levr on 
the Title-(»ge, after Firanesi, is taken fram tbe Pindan 
hill, and represents some of tbe most BtriLing oigects in 
Hom^—namely, tbe Bridge and Castle of St Angeto and 
St Peter's— between which aod the Cutle, the Vsticui ap- 
pears in tbe distance. 
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interBimaUe mcoesrion of halls and galleiiea of 
the Vatican, rich in the most gncefal forma of 
antiqae acalptnre. The eplendour and extent of 
this edifice is not less Kmasmg than its miperb mar- 
blecolnrons, pHUtedceilingt,and mosaic pavenienta. 
M; attention tras rivetted by the admirable Hercules, 
as supposed, better knoini as the Torso Belridere, 
which displays the muHCnlar system of the heroic 
denii-god bo perfectly. The Mercury, young, 
ury and light, yielding only in beauty to Apollo 
and Bacchus, is generally cijled the Belvidere An- 
tinouB. There is a marble viga or car, drawn by 
two horses (one of which is modern), and the sta- 
tue of an Auriga, in the act of driving ; who is 
clothed in a magnificent toga bound with a zone, 
and bears the palm of Victory in his band, which 
gires a lively idea of the Pompa Circensis. 

I closed my hasty inspection with the group of 
the Laocoon, the same it is believed, which Pliny 
reckoned the finest piece of art in Rome. The ex- 
pression of terror and pity in thi^ production are 
transcendent. Many, however, consider it inferior 
to the Apollo Belvidere, which they reckon the finest 
masterpiece of ancient statuary ; and the attitude of 
which is appropriate and commanding, with all the 
graces of yootblal and manly beauty; thefigure be- 
ing naked, with the exception of the chlamya. I 
saw no modem statues in the Vatican, except Ca- 
uova's pn^lista, and his Perseus, ^e former, in 
forcible expression and simplicity of design, dis- 
playing all the excellence of his great genius ; and 
the Iatt«r being a model of vigorous and manly 
bemty, widi the moat perfect delicacy and har- 
mony of outline. These are the only works by 
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^» g^vateat modem ntut,— and tbey are seucc- 
ly inrerior in truth ttnd nature to the antiques t^ 
the Farthenoa, which have been admitted into diii 
Banctoary of the ckef-d'ismjres of antiquity. 

Why should antique BCQlptm« be eo snperior to 
modem, whilst modem peintrng ia folly ei^aal to 
antique P This is a question which I have asked 
oftener tbiia I have beard satisfactorily answered. 
It is not merely because scalpture accords belter 
with the serions physiognomy and tranquil gesture 
of the Greeks and Romans, and becaiue the tit- 
atint draperies displayed part of the naked figure, 
which is rarely exposed to the eye of modera. 
sculptors, — for the latter reason is equally t^pli- 
cable to the sister art. Is it because the hamaB 
form was then more muscular and symiaetneal, 
and aboundiog in models nearer perfection ? 

Many paintiDgs of the most celebrated maeterg 
of lat«r ages, Raphael, Guido, Titian and Dome- 
nichino, adom the walk of the lower range o£ 
rooms in die Vatican, amongst which the Trans- 
duration — the finest picture in Rome, the Com- 
munion of St Jerome, and a few others, are repro' 
daeed in mosaic, copied so correctly, that tbey ar« 
BCiffcely distinguishable by an unpractised eye from 
dte originals, especially at the distance from which 
tiiey are viewed, they being placed as altar-pteMa 
ia ^e magnificent chapels of St Pfiter's. Befora 
faitting this spot, I took a view of one of the 
Host pleasing objects in the interior, — CanoTa's 
monument of the nnfortanale Stoarts. The two 
figmvB representing tbe genius of Death, with 
their inverted and extinguished torehes, are Byn»> 
■netry itself. The model was ow of tbe mott 
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bcMMifU ymng women in Rome, whooi I efaonld 
IwTe Uked mach ta have »mBi as a linng proof, 
that (bere ue idll wnM finely proportioned fcnwl* 
fignras in thia def^««to age. There U ■ apark- 
liag whiteneaa and beonty abont Ae Carrara laar- 
Ue of tkia gronp, which eqttal in pvrity the fiaeat 
Parian of an^ne itatnea. Sndi a nonnmeni ifl 
highly hononrable to the liberality of our prearal 
Sovereign, wbo gave Canera the commisaiMi t» 
emecnle it, at an eapenae, it ia laid, of 12,000/. ta 
thepriry ptuM. 

The feelings of eTwy Engliehnan wbe 'mka 
tbe Vatican mmt b» gn^fied, when ke enten the 
kmr gallery, to percure, that the first pietwe in 
it is a fnU-liengtli pMtiwt of Ktag Gee^ tbe 
Fourth, in Loimence's beat Hyle. It was ordered 
by the late Pope soon after bis retnm to RomOi 
wben bis heart waa fall of gratitads towards tlM 
Sovereign of a people wbo had destroyed the power 
rf Bnonaparte. It is no snail compliment to ad- 
lut dw pieturo <^ a tramsiUtiiw artist among so 
, Hnny ch^-d'temvrea ; and as a ^oof of the bigh 
ealMBaliett in wUch either it or tbe original is held. 
Aonna and foreign artists may be aeon daily talc* 
ing copies of it. 

I traa indebted to By friend the Cheratier H< , 

wbav I bad the pfeamre to find at Rame in the 
eapacity of Charge d'Afiaires from s foreign oeun, 
CMraniaviiation which I received to attend a epWn- 
dadbdlattheDncdoLaTalMontnorency's. H— 
kin^ypickad me np M my houi abont ten o'dock, 
and I BCeomjpBMad him to the magnificent palace 
eC (ba Freneh amWwder, where n^warda of 400 
f iw iin a af ika fint dtMinctioi^ natiT* and fataigiH 
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comprising k1] the rank and beauty of Rome, wera 
wieinbled. On entering the Bplendid ealooii, tbe 
eoupd^aU was more dazzling than any thieg I 
Gonid have imagined ; it twing the f£te of his moat 
Cbriatian Majesty, who is so appropriateljr repre- 
sented at the Papal Conrt, by " Le Premier BarMi 
Chretien, " (one of M. de Montmorency's titles.) 
Erery one appears in coort-dress or in vnifonn, on 
snch an occasion ; — and the men, covered with stars 
and ribbons, and a hundred of the handsomest 
women in Home, glittering with jewels, gave tbe 
tout ensemble a most brilliant effect. 

In additiiHL to the nsasl amnsementa of cords 
and mosic, there was dancing, the first quadrille 
being the signal for the retreat of all the cardinals, 
who, not being votaries of Terpsichore, retired, I 
suppose, to avoid temptation. Waltzing follow- 
ed. Nothing could exceed the magnificence of (he 
scene to a spectator ; but it wonld appear very in- 
ripid in description, for, after all, such assemblies 
are much the same thing everywhere. A couple of 
hours was the extent of my stay ; and I found con- 
siderable difficulty in getting to my conveyance, 
owing to the long line of carriages belonging to 
princes, nobles, and prulates, that blockaded tbe 
neighbouring streets. I cannot help remarking, 
bow apt we are to undeirate what we have with- 
in our reach, while we sigh in vain for plea- 
Bures which are denied us ! Such is the per- 
versity of human nature, that I should have en- 
joyed infinitely more, a quiet evening, enlivened by 
that easy hospitality, and those unaffected graces, 
which often adorn the mistress of m agreeable 
mansion, the centre of a aooety at once pleasiag 
and varied, giving fresh animatian to those Bronnd 
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her. A few hanra puaed ia female Mclety, listen- 
vug W tke pnre proaunciatioa ef " la bocca Ro- 
■D&na, " form a gratification denied U> tbe eaanal 
■tranger, whose stay is too shori: to allow him to en- 
joy Um witcheries of that most rational of pleasurea 
^-select society. Yet if I have had few retrospec- 
tions of this nature since leaving Rome, I httre often 
ramembered its snblinie scenes, the contempkUon 
of which afforded me nnspeakahle satisfaction. 

The Dominican conrent and chnrch of Santm 
Maiia Sopra U Minerra— a strange combination of 
names — is supposed to have been bnilc on the site 
of a temple erected by Pompey, and dedicated to 
Pallas, in gratitude for bis victories. We were ia- 
dnced to vieit this splendid chnrch one Sunday 
morning, having been deluded by the expectation 
of hearing eome fine mnuc ; but it was a mistake 
on the part of owe informant, for we bad no 
music of any kind, either good or bad. After 
service, we watted a short time to look at an image 
of the Sanoor in white marble, considered one of 
Michael Angelo's finest statues, and observed a 
long printed paper in a conspicuous part of the 
church, which proved to be a decree issued by his 
Holiness, regulating the dress of ladies attending 
nase, and strictly enjoining the use of veil»— 
few of the ftur sex are, however, to be seen at their 
devotions without that necessary appendage. It 
^so contained instructions as to the behaviour of 



artists and foreigners who resort to the churches to 
view specimens of ^e arts, which instmctione, I am 
sorry to Bfty, are shamefully infringed npon every dey 
. and every hour, parUcularly at St Peter's, where 
our fair conniry women conduct themselves in ft 
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aunet that wrald not he pannttlBd, in tiaj pid)- 
lic plMC in Enghad. Ttwir touDgiag gsit, impu* 
dent ■Una, and load luigfa, wonld slaott diagno* 
the lobby of a tlteatre. They Mem to considMr 
tka inMrior of Catliolic olrarchei «■ much pabli« 
proiueDadea mm the chain-pier or the Steyoe at 
KightoB. 

I d)d not neglect ta viut the Villa Bor^wae, or t» 
admire from tbenoa the cjpWMes al Mount Marioi, 
•ud the pinea of Villa Pamfili. The aitnatioo of 
the foraeec is fine, though laid to be tmha^lfay. 
The pi oepect of the dty, wtiich this tIcw preeesta, 
M at OKce beaotifol and extensive, emtHsdng tb* 
Canpagna as far a* Frejcati and Tiroli. Tbe in- 
•ciiption on the gate of the Villa Bni^eee, m 
worthy of imitation by the nobility and gantry 
of our own conntoy ; aa ia also the liberality of 
Italiui (macea and neblea, whom the ignorant and 
tba prejindiced onoag na are so ^it to cencore and 
condemn. 

" Quiiquia ea, l^am compedea ™ hie timeas, 
Ilo qua laitt, petiio quo cupie, kbilo 

QusikIq voles. Sxterii magit peranhir quain hcro>" 

Rich groree, oBlading Terdore, and fine old treei) bM 
chiefly the Pinni piaea of Liniueaa, ornament thia 
apot, which preaenta a variety of aniEace formed by 
t«ro hilla and a dell, Ifud out as pleaanre'gronnda 
to its handsome casino. The artificial atyle of the 
building, with its neighbouring modem temple and 
ancienl cotonuiB, I did not ao much admire. As 
the palace was shut up, I saw none of the few 
atatnea which still oroameiit it ; bat I waa infi- 
nitely amnaed with the ac^ne in the open air. 
A Sunday at Rome, in autumn, is a gay faati- 
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•ni for the lower ordera, tome ^otuiinds of 
whom, npon this occsajon, had aewmbled in the 
delightful Borgheee gardens. The yoang girls 
were tastefully dressed, exhibiting theii elegant 
figures, and their fine Bparkling black eyes. Wa 
were sarrouiided on all eidea by happy groups, 
Bome dancing, others listening to tbe music of the 
guitar, the Inte, or the tamborine. Amongst whom 
were faces and fignres equal to niy idea of tbe 
Clelias and Vii^ias of history, and such ae would 
not hare been unworthy as models of the Ti- 
tians and the Guidos, when tfaey represented their 
Madonnas. The modem Romans certainly are not 
physically, however much they may be morally, de- 
generated from tbeir great anceitors, the ancient 
masters of the world. ')n leariog tbe gardens we 
met many open carriages filled with womeu in 
gay attire repairing to tbe same spot, or to Mont 
Testacio, near the pyramid of Cains Cestiue, these 
being the principal places to which the popolace re- 
sort for amnsement on Sundays and Thursdays in 
October. These sports may.be termed Bacchana- 
lian, as they comnieacewben die vintage terminates. 
There are, however, no revolting scenes of ine- 
briety during ^ese festivals, which are considered 
by some the remains of the ancient Saturnalia. I 
confess that I find no analogy between them ; the 
one being local, the other general; the one in 
autumn, the other in winter. I observed cheerfnl 
countenances, perfect gayety, and every appearance 
of good hnmonr, without the slightest sign either of 
intemperence or indecent mirth. Tents and booths 
were erected in different parts of the garden* for 
the sale of wine and other refireshmenta ; but no 
'2 vnIc 
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aoe iBdnlged to eueu, for the luliaH rarely ■»• 
erifice to Bmcchne, in the common MiiBe of the 
term. Anient Bpirits tbey •eldoin drbk ; aaA 
vino being their duly beren^ they do not gok> 
rider it a Imary. 

lite higher dasaei of ItaUani are not pedee- 
Imiu. We do not meet tb^m at all honia and aea* 
aeaa in the public walka, like tlie French ; Aej 
ere a people of repoae and eajoytnent, allowing 
pleasare to come to them placidly and trantjiiillyt 
inttead of mnniDg to embrace iL Bnt when di»> 
powd to enjoy the deligbtfnl relaxation of fine 
gardens, they consider it no matter of faronr, to 
ester one of the many enchanting tiIIh, which, ta 
the enTirons of Rome, and moat other dtiea <rf 
Italy, are, with a libenlity and mBiuficence worthy 
•f better days, coutntly thrown open to the 
public. 



.--„Googlc 



CHAPTER IX. 

KOME CONTINUED. 

Tbb Pikm Borgfiew, dbu- tin Sttsds di Bipaltm 
UKiore cfliebnted than (be Villai»wngtoliMin> 
BMimu collection of p«ntiiig« whkli it cwtiiM. 
TU* nnctBtc,bDtnpeci«ll]rdieBiig«fioMit«otai* 
Uuk of the conn sdiflce, WH oonttraMMi bp the ar* 
cUtect BnmMitfl,0B dte grandntand BOatiiiknM 
Hale. Hm walls af the npp^ roMai, vat gnw- 
lall^ ibown to the public, ar* cavered with land* 
Mapes bf Veraat ; and when the ^Kciaior entan 
them, BO p«ien k the illnsioii, that be ia >ft to 
iMoy hiatMlf » the midet of green Mda. A bai^ 
Ijr Hghted, thongh eztennre nag* of apartBieDta 
ei the gronnd-^ar, fonna the gallery, which bM 
long been one of the grand pointa of atlraetioD to 
people of all eoBDtriea who virit Rmne. When I 
■ay that many of the pictnrei it containa are by 
"ntiaD, Raphael, Annibal Camad, Albano and 
Domenlchino, it can tearoety ful to be conaidered 
an interestiDg reaort eren to the moat anper6cial 

, obaemr, and a detig^tfal treat to all lerera and 

' cnltiratotB of the floe aita. 

1 will not attempt any deacription of thia col- 



234 FALAZZOS — BORGHESE — COtONMA. 

lection, which comprisM so m&ny geroa of ioeati- 
raable ralue, nor of the Colonna, which I also n- 
■ited the same day, nnd where I spent many honra 
with infinite satialaction. All the rooms of the 
Palazzo Colonna, vnv filled with paintings hy the 
first and tnoat eminent masters. The grandeur ila 
BpleDdid sdoon displays strikes every one with 
awe and admiration. It is the residence of the 
princely repreeentatirM of the heroic Stephen Co- 
lonna, the friend of Petrarch, — the great Marc An- 
tony Colonna, one of the conquerors at Lepanto, 
whoae valiant deeds are emblazoned on the walla 
of his deseeDdant's palace, and for whom ile storied 
ceiling forms so appropriate an heirloom. Be- 
aides diase ornaments, its amezing and Well-propor- 
tioned aiee, its giall'antico colnmns, and pavement 
of Grecian marble, all combine to render it one of 
Ibe noblest galleries in Europe. When I tee so 
many proofs of the liberality and philanthropy of 
the great families of Rome, I lament that their 
meritorioQB exertions are so inadequatly sfipreciat' 
ed by foreigners. The fomiders of most of these 
princely mansions were Popes and Cardinali, who 
built palaces and villas, as receptacles for the roost 
splendid objects of art, leas for their own pteasnre, 
than the admiration of bthers. Their taste, learn- 
ing and riches, were devoted to the embellishment 
of their country, white they often lived them- 
aelves in a frugal manner, having no children 
to provide for. Their fottmieB were not absor- 
bed by the turf, the gaming table, nor in those 
enjoyments which centre in self. Many of thrir 
magnificent galleries an now enriched with vain- ' 
able and elegant additions, by tbeii heirs, aome 
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vf wkan ban tita inherited aqrad gwd twM, 
which ^y iHspW ia tho eiooltent mo tbay mlw 
«f thmr richM. Tkongfc Pm VI. apcM Killi«M 
In buying •tatae* and dif^ing «p mnliquiliOT, ha 
graatcil Booe of thHn to his rritriiaag, hM oans^* 
td the n^ote to the pablic gaUary of tlia Vaticaet 
whioh bears hia asme. The aame fine ifHrii of 
libwality, trluch wo a^ira so madi in ^e Rot 
maa princea, wbo«a palaoei and nUaa are ena 
open to the pnblic, is not confined to thair nwH 
^M, bat perradea the whole of the Italian nobSity 
tbtooghout the oombT ; w Mitch ao, thai thtj 
U» wvn aconsad af oateaiatiaa ia the display af 
tbeif tressnTM of art. 

NoUeneo tn Italy, u Bocfa, hai* so politiod 
inportaMM » the MM*. Tbcir title girca lium 
ft ««rtarn stataa, aiKl> in virtae tt It, they enjoy a 
degree of conaeqaenoe in aouety ; hot the Pope'a 
Mlet-da^hamhre, or Oudbd delfat Somsaglia'a 
toafeteor, hia BMre inflnenea than any Ooaat ac 
Marqnia m the Stttea af the ChiK«h. The pMn- 
naony of many of the higher lanka, and pMtitiiiiily 
of yoaager brother*, is often inaaffieieBl for their 
Baunteaanee, with a mtable aatabliduDent. 1b 
thu case, they do not elwaya cmtant theawelrea 
with the idle or plaoe-htinting Hodo of lifc, geoe- 
nlly resorted to hy their titled brethKen in other 
eoontriea ; they apply themselrae to osefnl arte 
and scmicea, not merely u amalean, but with a 
view of toraiag their talenta to some profitable ■«- 
count. Ibecameacquuntedwithanexceilentyonng 

nun, Coant AleBsaadra 8 , who h*s very 

propM-ly pat himself above all prg«dtce*, and il 
now, widi flTwy prospect itf anocesa, etndying a^ 
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cUlectara at RoHie m a profeMiOB. I know otben 
wbo devol« tbeir time entirely to litentore; and 
die tUlc-pagei of Donieroiu works, on a rariety of 
nrtjecti, ahow tlwt tbey have not been remiu in 
their literary ponoita, bower«r poorly tiiey may 
hare been compensated for their labotira. Emy 
one mnst allow that sack coadact is highly ho- 
aonr^le in any class of society, bnt particularly 
ao in that where mait has never been deemed 
equal to birth. 

Havingrecently seen so many admirable pictnrea 
produced by modem painters, I have been led to tbe 
inqniry, why it is that they excel the ancient, as mtich 
as ancient scolptors were superior to the modem ? 
We harenospecimenspreseivedoftheworksofan 
Apelleiora Parrfaasins; bat many ancient frescos 
have been dug oat from tbe ruins of cities bnried 
under tbe dost of ages. We can also form some 
opinion of ancient paintiagB from 'the descriptiona 
which anthon give ns, and by some of the later 
works of the Grecian school, imiiated by the old 
masters ; from all which it is evident, that tbe rulea 
of perapective are better understood by modern 
painters, although the ancients are said to have 
mated it as a science, and reduced it to principles. 
Hie modema are likewise acquunted widi a great« 
variety of oolonis ; bnt it is yet to be learned whe- 
ther they are more vivid and endnring than thoM 
■wed by the Greeks, many of whose paiatinga 
Pliny speaks of as objects of admiration to the 
Aomans centuries after they were executed. 

Tbe c«fi^ of Rome are crowded in tbe evenings, 
not with politicians, who are limited to (he staid 
and sedate old geotlemeo, occauonally aeen poring 
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vnt tha inri[Hd eotnmBa of the Diario di Botna, 
but with granpii of Uetlest idlers who retort to tbe 
coffee-boiiMa, tbe theatrea, or ccmrenazioiii, im- 
mediately after tbe Are-Mariabell has proclaimed 
thecloae of daf. "[be higher and middliog claasea 
of aociety then mingle tt^ther for a feir honra 
after aanset, in quest of that nnlTerBal deaideratnm 
— pleainre. The illnmiDated awnings, and tapen 
before the imagea of tbe Madonna, (which preaids 
in ereiy shop, and even at the corner of the atreeta), ■ 
•apenede the ueceasity of lampe — for the modem 
improTement of gaa is a Inxnry which baa not yet 
leacbed Italy. In the Corao, there ia a truly Ro- 
man eetabliahment called the Caf6 odoto, on a 
magnificent acale, aa far aa r^ards size, but defi- 
duit in other easential potnla. It occnpiea the 
lower atory of the Palazzo Rospoli) and coueiata 
oF a nnn^r of anti^cbainbere and billiard-rooma, 
terminated by ao immenae nnfomiabed ball, with 
diagy-looking vralla, more enitable for a ball-room, 
than a place of resort to partake of a glaaa of 
" mezzo mezzo," or a granata, an ice scarcely in- 
ferior to the nnrirttlled jdombieni of Tortoni, or 
the no leaadvelebrated matonelle of Venice. Front 
this halt there is egress to a amalt but .delightful 
garden, where all the old and yonng dandiea of 
dM capitiJ may be seen eariy in tbe morning taking 
their cafe latte, or, later in the day, sipping their 
cafe forte. In summer, people of fashion merely 
drire up to the door in their shabby old eqoip^ea, 
aeldom ctmdeacending to enter tbe interior of tba 
bottega ; and the la^ee eat their ices without lead- 
ing their open carriages ; while their csrdieri 
aerrend cbM with tb«D, or aeat tbemaeltes on 
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tUa UdgW oadcr ttvninga. In die •minpi^ 
Um gardm* an lifted «p by dwMdtlioT^ emp 
■kavB awl mew Iwiiig fiUed by lbs aniwi* 
oiM group* vitto MKMUe to cBJoy tba coo) stmi* 
lag aiiv uniilst vnmge-tnm, and putaiM of n- 



strMd in ntiiW eMw% wbila tfaa yoiagir Hid 
ia«ra gsf dwioil bewxan aBiittiBgab<»l,aaoiB* 
aa^ventuity sa tbsu malm b coHmnbcji, tbe offi- 
can of tha Gnardi* aaUla. Tbeaa u« Uie naa* 
ngitefirc^aotwatrflbbwaHkaMniloaa^ 09- 
eHom^j a nweairo di Uagaa nwy be aewi ioaking 
ont lor pnf ik MUOBg tb» fi<ub iraported femMtMn? 
" « Btay be ffiMorerod a balf-pay 



oSccr of tba mmy af SibIti « 
Mcfaiaa gvra bin tbe air of a HaotoTi and whaaa 
nUwB of dw LcgpBt of HoBbais afkniaa apofttd 
in the Ckfi UoMauin^ af tE^.P^ua Royrie^ iwll* 
Ottea him to be a. Koaaw bf lurtbt.bn a fiWaalt- 
Nun ID DMiMien and poKrioa. 

Tba psaaeat Pop* recevrw itiMagen vAo- m 
inlrodmaii M hin^ nitb aa ancit a&bilkf ar 
bia muoaUe piedeoneOr Fioa Vll^ whme ftOM 
iMty ftir tbe Engliih wae eo watt iamm Tkit 
aatncea irf aafi of iba dtngyaMa rcaidin^ at tbs 
Imh oeUcgpt are tbveCtae often pitt in reqat^ 
tUak, to pwfffiM iboae ftnetkuu af loiibmiMi i 
dot at the Papl wtntt wUeb wece an bng- lim 
yrariiioe of a Sntttfeh eccfaeiaBtie, the 900^ oU 
Abb6 Grant, noted for iie nnfawitf awl gtatloM 
Man-lika mmmn. Le» XiL TeeaLne aeiy m 
few Bt a lien, to wkma b» accoEdi » eart of pie* 
vate andieMce, iaoM of Ua.a{)aclinwBM attlw Va* 
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•erted in the Abbus's Kat for presentation, he takes 
tbem IB their turn, ttnlesa there happen to be peers, 
who enjoy the conrtesy of a preference simihir to the 
entree. Etiqnettcreqaires tbatereryoneintrodneed 
should appear in uniform or court-dress ; and, after 
the preliminary introdnction to Caidinal della Som- 
maglia, they are nshered into the presence of hu 
Holiness, who receires them without the sli^test 
pomp or ceremmiy. In this respect, bis avdiencs 
ianaa quite a contrast to the conrt presentation, Or 
the ro^ levee of any other sovereign in Europe, 
from the Apostolic Kiueer down to the pettiest 
prince in Germany, I was amused at the ac- 
c««nt I heard of an English country gentleman's 
csnTeraation with the Pope, who, it seems, ask- 
«d dis genuine John Bull, if he had erer been 
in Rome before P " Yes," be replied, " but it was 
daring the reign of the late Pope, your father." 

English ladies also get admitted to an audience 
with the same facility, except daring holy week, 
or when Rome is very full, as levees are dwn sel- 
dom held, owing to the many cfanrch ceremonies. 
They are, however, requested to wear 'reik in the 
Pope's presence. 

A few yean ago, I remerober attending a ball 
in Knaoe, where some Englishwomen of rank at- 
toBCted the gaae of every one in the room. Their 
Wf>i»ked boaoms and arms, and the shortness of 
their petticoats, mrprised even the French ron^e, 
who conld scarcely believe that those lovely young 
cnatnres were mnocent or modest, according to 
the common acceptation of the word. They bad 
committed a great mistake, in appearing thus in » 
GtMntry it^nts aMi^■BBditiea were nnfit^ookblej 
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aad only aeea nnder the ctdonnade of the PahM 
Royale.. AlUiongh we obserre nooe of our fur 
C0Bi)trywoiiiaa ao wery amch in a state of nature 
in society now, bUIL they are guilty of bm great and 
glaring improprietiee in tbe eyes of foreignen, — 
■nch as staying for days and nights at convenia, 
witboot any male friend, where the presence of 
ladies if tnly tolerated by matter of fovoor, being 
an infringement of strict monastic roles. At pub- 
lic spectacles, and among crowds in foTogn iMtiee, 
tbey are again conspicuous. If a lum is to be 
■een, no exertion of arms, elbows, or longs, is 
iparod, to ensnre a good position. I recollect see- 
ing a yonng lady crossing a square in Rome, hold- 
ing up ber petticoats to her knees, to ayoid spladi- 
ing a gandy silk gown, tffter a shower of raint 
while tbe Romans smiled coo tern ptnoosly at what 
they ctJled ber " brutta gambe i " for a fine leg, 
or a velt-tomed ankle, would excuae even greater 
improprieties. ' This is by no means a general cen- 
anre ; for the propriety and modosty of the great 
mqority of the fair sex in England, is as well 
known as the frequent deielictian of their natnial 
cfaaracler when abroad. 

At Ml early hour one fine November moruinf^ 
a party of qi aasembled at tbe Cafe Greco, pro- 
paratory to an eicorsion to Tiroli, which we bad 
contemplated for some daya bef^ ; and after a 
hasty cup of coffee, we got into a caleche at ther 
PiaBa di Spagna. During the first part of dw 
drive, our attention was engaged in taking a canotf 
Tiew of nuDs of batba, tombs and templee, strewed 
about tbe envbons of Rome, which, not withMwi ding 
Ibe frightful description often givwi of them, in my 
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opinion possesa nncommon grandeur, t am amtre 
that, to an agricnltariat, the sight of TineyardB or 
corn-fields would be more pleasing; but would the 
man of taste or the scholar wish for any alteration 
in that soil, which may be said to be as antique as 
the mins which are still Bcattered over it P Being 
yet nntoached by the hand of modem cnlture, 
" this long explored, bat still eihaoBlless mine, " 
has been sacred to contemplatiou. 

We alighted at the cottage of a vine-dresser, now 
the entrance to what was once the superb Tihnr< 
tine villa of Adrian, and made a complete circuit 
of the extensive grounds, embracing several miles. 

" Here riant weeds a passage scarce allow 
To haui deserted, p<n^3 gaping wide ; 
Fresh lessons to the thinking bosom, bow 
Vun are the pleasauncea on earth supplied- " 
What has already been traced out, of thoee re- 
mains shows on a grand scale the mine of temples, 
baths, barTBck8,anaumachia and hippodrome, which 
appearalmosteqnalto those of Rome itself. Adriui 
might be called great, were it not for an indelible 
stain on his character. He omitted nothing in this 
spot to gratify the most refined taste ; his palace, 
bibliatheca, and hospitalia for viattors, were all in 8 
style of elegance anil grandeur scarcely credible. 
The theatre is still partly remaining. The pleasnre- 
groonds form a representation of the El ysian fields, 
the realms of Plato, and the beautiful temple at 
l^essaly. Another Penens was made to flow near 
this spot, to recall to the mind of the loxurions 
Emperor the charms and associations of that de- 
lightful region, the Vale of Tempe. 

Tiroli, the Tibur of Horace, is not only interest- 
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iag fnini its enchaatiDg ntoatioii, its rain*, its roCka^ 
mter&ls Bod iplendid nllaa, but from the romantic 
•ad dasBic scenes which sorroimd it, and which 
remiitd the spectator of Hwace's correct descrip- 
tion. The house of the poet stsads on the slope 
of the hill, unkist other clusic renuos of the 
Angnstan age. On one tide we beheld the Tills 
in which Mwcetraa died, satiated with the laxnries 
of the world ; on another, the Temple of Herenlea, 
and that abore the csto from wliicb the Sibyl dic- 
tated her oracles. 

On our arrival, we bad accepted the profeired 
■errices of a eieerone, and were accordiogly con- 
ducted over the re^lar routine, and compelled to 
Katen to his tiresome, and often incorrect de- 
tails. What a jnmbleef historical names he made! 
We first descended to the jrrotto of Neptniie ; then 
we admired the besBtiful rains of the small temple 
cf Vesta, a circular cella, sorronnded with a poi^ 
tico, of which ten Ctmnthian columns still remun. 
The cascade, although one of the Bnest in Italy. 
is arliScial, like that of the Velino at Tenti, bnt 
^ferior to it in magnitude and effect. It appear* 
•ingnlar enongh, bnt the truth mnat be told, e*en 
K the risk of passing from the ssblime to the liiU- 
cnloiH, that the cascade of Tivoli had got ont of 
order, and, when we saw iit, was undergoing re- 
pairs ; the stream was therefore direrted from ita 
nenal channel, until the machinery connected with 
the adjfMning rocks and banks coald be reorgania- 
ed. Uow rery absurd it was to announce, that 
the cascade could not be ffol up in time ioi the 
present season, bnt wonld posUivtb/ be ready for 
the next I After mBHng the whole circnit of tha 
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«bBnning envinniB of Tiroli, and IiHtening to d&- 
Bcriptjons of eveiy modern Italian villa, we retnm- 
ed by the lorely Cascatelle^, — which compensated 
fm the disappointment we experienced «( the 
grander waterfaJ. We then recromed the Anio 
(now the Tirerone) hj die bridge of Lnpae, paas- 
ing by the rilla d'Este, the property of the Dnke 
of Modena, a bastard branch of that andent fa- 
mily ; and retarned by the olire grore, throngh 
tile Sabine gate, where we re-entered onr tempo- 
rary quarters, after a few hours walk. I observed 
a chapel dedicated to the Madonna QaintiUnea, 
wbwe the villa of Quintilins VaruB formerly was 
eituated, and descried at a distance the three Mon- 
tecelli, the Campagna, and the plains of Latinm ; 
in ehmt, many of the scenes described by ancient 
poets. This landscape, seen on one of the finest 
antamnal days that the pure azure sky of Italy 
displftye, embraced die Sabine hills, embosomed in 
which lies the valley of Rastica, the Ustica of 
Horace, offering a scene to which only the pendl 
of a Claude or a Poossin conld do josiace ; which 
two artists, the former especially, it is worthy of 
remark, passed annually several months of study 
here, and from the surroanding scenery many of 
their fineet conceptions are taken. 

Soon after my arrival in Rome, I called to pre- 
sent a letter of credit from Contts & Co. to Tor- 
Ionia & Co., or in other words, from the London 
banker the Dac)iess of St Albans, to the Roman 
banker the Duke of Bracdano. Oh the onivenal 
power of that sine qua rum. — wealth I In common 
conrtMy, I refrain from allndiiig to his Grace's ori- 
gin. Whatever it may be, no one will discover 
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.vngeDtUinanly or nngraecM numneiB wbile gel- 
ting his bank bilU exchanged M Torltmia'a cotrnt- 
ing-bonae, or partaking of the festmties of hi* 
splendid mansion, to which the circnlar intiodnc- 
tion will readily procure him an inTitattOD. I 
made my appearance one ereniD^ in the midst of 
a gay throng, when all the bean monde of Rome 
were assembled at the Palazzo Bolognette Cenn, 
notr inhabited by Torlonia. Italian princes and prin- 
cesses, cardinalB, foreign noblemen and ambasiB- 
don, with English of all classes, male uid femalsi 
composed the varioni groops 1 witnessed at tbe 
Ducal banker's soiree— for it was not a regotar 
-ball. There were many charming and bscinadn^ 
. Italian ladies of rank, sparklii^ with diamonds, 
which, without poetry, I tfaongfat scarcely eqnalled 
the lustre of their eyes. Although the English 
aeaaon, properly spe^^ing, bad not then commen- 
ced in Rome — as the living aralanches were only 
descending the decliritiei of tbe Alps and Apen- 
nines — still a sufficient display of lovely interesting 
girls were assembled that ereutng to give a favoor- 
mble spedmen of our fair conn tiy women. Mune, 
conrersadoi^ and cards, were tbe amusements wbicb 
this modern Cnesos had provided for his gmists. 
The concert-room was crowded with dillitanti, who 
]>ud attention to the excellent performers, and, 
which rarely occurs in England, the music somumI 
to be appreciated as a real, and not merely as an os- 
tensible source of attraction. But gold was tbe 
gruid magnet. The faro table was snmnuided by 
tdl ranks of every nation, and of botb sexet. The 
votaries of Plntns evinced that eagerness and ■vi' 
dity wbidi charactwize gamUers every where ; and 
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for die monvuit, even beauty and barmony loat 
their cbarma, or were forgotten in the uncerity 
of an idolatrooa worabip at the temple of the (»■ 
Tonrite idol. The most striking diSerence between 
a Roman and a London route ia, that in the for- 
mer the rooms are spadona enoogh for the com- 
pany, whilst in the other, a squeeze and an ove^ 
flow are not only indispensable, but appear to ba 
the s^reme delist of the assemblage, who seem 
desirons of ponctnally solving Bishop Berkeley's 
problem, of " how many human beings in a perpen' 
dicnlar position can a given number of square feet 
contain." On grand occosiMu Torlonia gives balls 
on a more ma^iGcent scale, at a palace he has re- 
cmtly purchased in the Piazza di Termini, where 
all the vanity of the wealthy parvenn is display- 
ed in its marble galleries, punted ceilings and 
•plendid colnmns, in the midst of which onr 
Amphitrion retains hia natural air, " plus interesa^ 



Monte Cavalio was so called, from the colosaal 
•talnes of Caatw and Follox that ornament ita 
summit. Each of these figures is holding a horse 
hf the bridle, the workmanship of Phidias and 
Praxiteles, if the modem JLaitn inscription on theii 
pedestal is to be believed. Some antiquaries sup- 
pose that ^y originally stood at the coram of 
the base of Adrian's mausoleum, and were subse- ' 
qnently placed in Constautine's baths on Mom 
Qntrinslis. It is not improbable that they might 
hare been copiee of two of the statues which Alex- 
ander (wdered Lyuppus to make, in honour of the 
royal horses killed at the battle of the Granicna, 
broug^firom Diain MacedqntoBtmiebyMiUel- 
laa, seariy 300 years after. 
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Visited the QaJrinal Pshce. — I wbb much pleas- 
ed with the fine suit of aputments, which were 
occupied a few years ago by the Empen* of 
Austria ilnring bis viut to Rome, from the ef- 
fects of which visit, it ia said, the pontifical trea- 
eary has scarcely yet recovered. Millions of crowns 
were then lavished ; and the Sacred College eom- 
I^ains, that one of the most violent edicts agnnvt 
it was actually concocted in the Qnirinal, and i^ 
sued on the return of their Imperial guest to Vi- 
enna, 89 a reward for the eplradid Shie* and boa- 
pilable entertainment be bad received at the Ro- 
man Conrt. To defray this ezpenditare, a new 
tax was levied on the people, who, of comae, ch«- 
lish peculiar recollections of his Majesty, and tbeir 
mistimed festivities — " lee aonveuirs ebcn et 

The Qninnal Palace was the favonrite resilience 
of Pins VII. both before and after he was fbrdbly 
torn from it, despoiled of all estemal himonia by 
the agents of Buonaparte, and confined in the most 
odions and unjust manner, first at Savona, after- 
wards at Fontainbleau. The pictures ii contains 
are not nnmerotts, but all of acknowledged exai- 
leoce, including several (rf the proudest triumphs 
of Raphael's pencil, and other admirable prodvc- 
tions of the Roman school, the noblest aad moat 
important of any. 

On leaving the Qnirinal, I viewed the cohunn of 
Trajan, who aspired to be the beat of Roman 
Emperors, desiring rather to be loved aa a man 
than honoured as a sovereign. It was thus that be 
gained both the love and respect of the pe*^le, and 
inspired with dread mly the enemies ol* bu cmin- 
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try. Tnyan'a magoificenl piHat it encmsted with 
marble b&s leliefs, iliaBtrating his riclorieB in Da- 
cia, and it baa been faithfully imitated in bronze in 
the pillar of the Place Vend6me in Paria, to repre- 
aent Napoleon's battlea in Germany. The bronze 
^It atstne of the Imperial Roman, which anr- 
mODnted thU enperb monnmeot, having passed 
■way, SextuB V- had it replaced by one of St Pe- 
tm, while that of his brollier Apostle, St Paul, 
under the direction of the same Pontiff, succeed- 
ed M. AnreliuB Antoninus in the I^azza Colon- 
na. The statues of these Roman Emperors kept 
their elerated atationi longer than the French Im- 
perial conqueror, who has already yielded his, on 
the CohmK <& ia Place Vmdome, Paris, to the 
white flag and its lilies, until a St Lous or a St 
Charles can be eiecnted. I also took a passing 
glance at the arch of Janns Qoadrifrons, a fine 
qnadrilateral Imilding perforated by two spacious 
passages, each side being thus occupied by a 
great arch; but it is unfortunately in a very 
bad position ; while Marcellus's theatre near it is 
in tins respect still worse off, for its rains are 
hnilt upon, and form part of the walls of mean- 
looki^ houses, inhabited by the rery dregs of 
tho people. Four beautifiil Corinthian columns of 
white marble, lite remains of the portico of Octavia 
.in the same quarter, now grace a fish-market. " Sic 
transit gloria mnndi I " 

Strolling along die Strada Ginlia, I obtuned 
admittance into the Palazzo of Prince L. Spada, 
who has been long a prisoner at the Castle of St 
Angelo. I there saw Pompey's statue, said to be 
the Mune whidi had been sprinkled with the blood 
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of tbe Dictator. It is very interesting to newlbe 
imposing stem majeaty of tiiia heroic statue, wbidi 
briogB to onr miad tbe memorable event of tbe 
deatb of Ciesar, stabbed by bis friend, who sacri- 
ficed private feeling to a sense of pnblic good ; 
" bnt Bmtna was an honourable man ! " Msny 
donbta hare been raised by antiquarieH sa to (be 
identity of this statne ; some rejecting it, owing te 
the imprubability of a Roman Consol being repre- 
sented with tbe globe of power, and a nude, ex- 
cept tbe chlamyg, which constjtntes tfae heroic 
statue — attributes which accord much better with 
tbe imperial master of the world, than with the 
republican general ; whilst othen pretend to 
discover some likeness between this statne of 
Pompey the Great, and his features, as represent' 
ed on medals. Nay, they carry their tancifnl hy- 
potheses BO far as to assm^ that a sttun near tbe 
right knee was certainly caused by the blood of 
Ciesar. Wonid the Senate of Rome hare refused 
to erect an heroic statne to honour the conqueror 
in a fanndred battles F who subdned the East, and 
gave to his country an empire, whose triamfdi 
lasted two days, and was graced by innumerable 
trophies, and several captive kings? "Die aoswm 
is obrions. But supposing the identity of this 
piece of marble to be a fiction, — for the play of 
the imagination may cause an eironeoQa judgment 
— it nevertheless operates as effectually on con>- 
mon observers, and much more agreeably than 
plain matter of fact. There is little else worth 
seeing in the unfortnnate Prince Spada's palace, if 
we except an admirable design in alto relievo by 
Bernini, illuatmting tbe rules of perspective, ac- 
cording to tbe proportions adopted by Vitmrius. 
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I occupied man^ i^ree^le boon inapectiog the 
Arabesques, chiefljr designed by Raphael, in the 
corridors or loggia of the Vaticaa, which are 
generally kooivn by the very fine engrannga of 
them by Volpato. I aflerwarda visited the Btanze 
or chambers of Raphael, covered with frescos, both 
walls and ceilings, all designed or punted by that 
admirable master and his faronrite pupil Gialio 
Bomano. The most celebrated chef-t^ceuore, here, 
is known as the School of Athens ; which is a 
misnomer, however ; for it ought rather to be call- 
ed the Progress of Science, so many philosophers 
and artists being introduced who floorr ^hed long 
after that school had ceaeed to exist. But any 
anachronism, in point of date or costume, is ex- 
cusable from sHch a pencil. Bramante figures ia 
it, nnder the name of Archimedes, with whom 
Balthazar CasttglioDi, Perugioo, and Raphael him- 
self, are seen disputing the honour of immortality 
in the arts. The representation of the I>attle guned 
by Coastautine at Pons Milvius, is regarded u 
one of the grandest displays of colooring. It oc- 
cupies one eide of the Sala di Constantino, which 
is entirely decorated with the deeds of that 'Em- 
peror. His donation of Rome to St Silvester is 
not forgotten. It is represented in this fresco by 
the presentation of a golden image of die god- 
dess Roma to the Pope. It naturally occupJei 
a conspicuous place in the Vatican, as one of 
the grounds on whidt his successors have found- 
ed their claim to temporal power, and the pos- 
session of tlie patrimony of St Peter's, which, 
except dnnng short intervals, they have retuned 
ever uace. I spent several mornings amongst the 
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nezlMWtible trearares of the Vatican library, one 
of the most Taloabls in the world. It owes ita 
wig^n to Martin V., who bronght a collecUon 
of MSS. from Avignon in the early part of tb» 
I5th ceatary. CalietiiB III. employed many per- 
sons in Greece, England and Germany, collect' 
ing all the precione storet of literature, and tran- 
acribing MSS., to enrich it. Leo X. made cone 
aiderable additions, and Sextns V. ordered Fon- 
Una to boild the present library, which was thrown 
open for the nse of the pablic by some of bis 
nnerable and learned snccessors. It was fortber 
mriched by three valuable collectioua in the 17iii 
century; IH, The Dnke of Urbino's MSS.; 2d, 
Hie extensive library of the Elector Palatine, who 
was driren from hie capital by the Duke of B^ 
nria ; Sd, That of Chriitina, Queen of Sweden, B 
great patroneae of literature and the arts, who re> 
sided long in Rome, and bequeathed her library 
to the Vatican. It now consists of more than 
70,000 TolamM, besides MSS., and a lai^ collec- 
tion of Talnable objects of cnrioeity, modern and 
antique, of which the coUection of vase* is espe- 
cially Talnable. . Tie paintings on iia walls and 
eeilinge are well executed by Raphael Mengs, 
and tnuiy other able artists, who were employed 
in decorating them. There is also a collection of 
Christian antiquities, formed by Pope Benedict 
XIV., and a small one of bronxti statues and an> 
omt instrumenta ; likewise two magnificent can' 
delabra of Sevres porcelain, presented lo Hna VIL 
u a reward for his crossing the Alps in the depth 
of winter, to anoint the head of Napoleon with the 
■acred unction, the most sobserrient action of tfas 
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food Pope's life, and Uwt of which h« is said to 
btv« moK unoerelf repented. This hnmiHstin^ 
■MBKHial of Papal aerrilit;^ is prwerred in th« 
gallery of dte Vatican ; bnt Nlence is muuMuned 
with regard to its Autory. In one of the btiild- 
iogi Bttaclied to the mnsetun, there is an esta- 
UMbment of Mosaic painting, which is the prin- 
aipol school of that fine branch of art in Europe, 
■ow in so fiourishing a state in Italy. 

Of the many splendid cbivdies in Home, ftiw 
»mt more pwticnlar attention than that of St 
IHetro in Vincoli, not bo mncb for its finted Ionic 
Mhmma o( marmo Greco, whidi separMe the nare 
firom the lusles, as for the twnb of jnlins II. (della 
Rovera), whidi ia adomsd by the most snblime 
emanation of the geimu of Ae greateat sculptor 
Bodam times has produced. 'Ihia tomb is ad- 
orned by a statne of Moses, the work of Midiael ■ 
Aogclo, which excels many o( the eiqaisite pro- 
duotionH itf the Grecian achool in originality ; «Qd,- 
far ele^^d propriety of expression, beiraty of 
ontline, end grandeur of conceptitm, it still re* 
mwns nnapproached. The eolema and awfhl ma- 
jnty of this malchleM piece of scnlptore presents 
a boldness of conception characteristic of this great 
BMter's nnrivalled powers ; tmt with characteristic 
CKCeltences, it ezhibila also much of ihe irregntari- 
ly and extraT^;ance whidi distingrash unhappily 
many of ^ best productions of the author. 

Oiie erening I directed my steps along the 
hanks of die Yellow Tyber, to enjoy the tranquil 
hour of departing day. The rirer rolled torbidly 
along its lonely and desolate conrse, through the 
swiapy plain, which had then been re&vsbed by 
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■Btimiiial i^ns after die summer heat. Before 
ne waa the blenk watte of the Cain[>t^;aB, bonod- 
ed by a beautifol amphitheatre of hills, termioMed 
iy the Sabine monDtaine. Of tbeee, the more dis- 
tant were eoTeloped in a vapomr of a violet- cal«af>- 
ed tmt, while the but raya of the dediniog orb 
tinged their snmmita with gnld, rapidly raoiBbibg 
to ilhimine other pointi of the horizim. This 
prolonged the charm of closing day, exhibitiDg • 
deep expanse of blue, variegated by some snperfo 
tints, SB they were yet visible in the west. I ap- 
pKHiched that bridge, where, fifteen centariee be> 
fore, Constwitine, under die religions inflnetice <^ 
hit sacred banner, " In hoc signo vinces," * aided 
by a good mancenrre, from bis own military in- 
qtiraticHi, conquered the rival Emperor, and o*e^ 
nmed the fanee of Polytiteism, with alt ite wadaa, 
' deifications, ganiea and divinations, converting tfae 
idolatrous temples of the Imperial masters of Un 
wortd, into the goi^ona sanctuarieB of a latioud 
fitith, which, from this spot, toon spread itself nni^ 
veraally over Europe. 

The Pantheon is now converted into a chnrck) 
called Santa Msria della Rotonda, dedicated to 
all die Saints. Its portico is composed irf ^gfat 
colnmos in front, and a similar row within, of the 
Connthian order. Its dome, well known as tlw 
finest in Earope, is 160feet in diameter, and almoat 
the same in height, having neither pilltf nor win- 
dow, only a large round ^ertare in the top ; ft 
peculiarity which, tt^ether with the shape of tiM 
edifice, renders it very unfit for the purposes of b 

• u Uuia thii entign (the Ctok) tbou shall couquw." 
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Catltolte place of wonhip. The light, iHueh ones 
Ml on the atattiea of heathen gotla, now shine* 
upon the busts of an assemblage of inodern great 
men, amongst whom are Dante, Petrarch, Ra- 
phael, Anoibal Carracci, Palladio, Metestasio, and 
Corelli, aome of whom, for their poetic, pictorial, 
or mnsical genius, are only not deified by their 
enthusiastic coantrymen, who almost deem them 
woKhy of the hoDOnre of au apotheosis. This 
noble f^ric was built by Agrippa, one of the 
most magnificent patrons of ancient an, and poe- 
•esses that massive simplicity, severs grandenr, 
and endoring character, which pervaded all the 
efibrts of early Roman industry. Its dome, the 
prototjrpe of Santa Maria del Fiore at Florence, 
nd of St Peter's at Rome, the proudest boeet of 
modem architectural talent, is supposed to have 
been designed by Vitmrios, the great name ia 
architecture erf the Angnetine age, to whom the 
city of die CiesarB, and the art in general, are so 
miich indebted. What a superb mausolenm the 
Pantheon would make I A society of eminent 
artists, of whom Canava was the bead, and at 
whose expense the nndertoluDg was chiefly carried 
on, with infinite taste and proper feeling, caused 
the busts of many illnstrioos indiridaals to be pla- 
ced in appropriate niches. One regrets that so 
m^iiificent a temple should not be aclurivefy set 
qnrt for memorials of the mighty dead. 

The Picture-gallery of tlw Capitol has few s^ 
tractions, ciHnpared with the q)poeite wing, where 
■ome of the finest antique statues, which were scat- 
tered with each profusion throoghont Italy, bave 
bera collected from every difierenl source, and an 
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Urnre deposited. The roomi, whidi eontwii bntta 
of ibe ancient philoiopbeiB, and of the Romoa 
emperors, from the first Ciessr to Gallienni, em* 
bracing a period of three centuries, excite tbe moM 
lively interest, from the recollections they call fortk. 
Bat, iudependently of their bistm'ical and clsssicol 
interest, they are inraluable as exhibiting speci- 
mens .of the ait during an inponant epoch. A- 
mongat them are many pieces of sculpture, which 
-would not snfier by comparison with the fineat 
laboora of Greece of the firet agee. In the C*^ 
pitoline Gallery, the stataes most deserring of 
UteDtioo, are, Uie Dying Gladiator, partly restor- 
ed in the arms and feet by Michael Angelo; tbe 
Faun, ascribed to Praxiteles ; the basalt Centaurs ; 
the colossal statue of Pyrrhus ; the group of Cnpid 
Bnd Psyche; and, abore all, the admirable seated 
■latne of A^ppina, which for drapery is the finest 
la existence, and whence tbe fotnous one of Nsfio- 
'leon's mother was copied. I may also mention an 
inralnable little gem in this collection, described by 
Pliny. It is a beautiful mosaic, regarded by an- 
tiquaries as the ori^al of Sosns, known as the 
Four Doves, which are represented playing on tbe 
Mde of a vessel full of water ; justly considered tbe 
{A^-tTcatvre of the en of ancient ntosaic. After 
.eojoying an exquisite treat of a few hours, while 
eontenplatiog the ancirat treasures enshrined with- 
in tbe venerable walls of the C^itol, I did not 
omit the view from the top of ita tower, which 
is equal, and even ]»eferable, in some respecta, 
to that from die dome of St Peter's. 

There are no ol^ects in Rome more interesting 
than the ancient Thenna. To give some idea of 
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the extent of those or Dioclesian, I need merety 
mention, tbu the Piazza di Termiiii, the public 
gnnariea, the Pope's oil-cellar, the churches, con- 
vents, and gardena of the Carthofriana, and the 
monks of St Bernard, occupy their site. The outer 
hall or rotunda of these Iwths is yet in a perfect 
Btate. It had formerly an aperture in its roof ai- 
miW to that of the Faotheon, and is now a church 
dedicated to the Madonna degli Angeli. Hie four 
largest columns of Oriental granite which hare 
ever been brought to Europe, support the dome ; 
and an equal nnmber, in imitation of those lai^ 
maaaea, baa been put up to complete the effect. 
This is rather a soledsm in Rome ; for bowevM' 
appropriate brick and . plaster pillars may be ia 
IJondon, they seem quite oat (rf place in Romui 
bolneuea. The splendour of this noble edi6ce is 
mentioned by most ancient authors. A part of it 
is nov the property of a community of Carthusian 
friars, who have very wisely availed themselrea of 
the surrounding materials to build a magnificent 
conre nt, the cloister being part of the ancient struc- 

The ruins of the baths of Caracalla stJll bear 
witness to the magnificence of that Imperial 
monster. The roofless walls of these immense 
piles of brick are still standing, open to the sky, 
and stripped of every ornament, including 300 su- 
perb marble columns, and 1600 seats of the aame 
material, which they are said to hare contuned. 
Being situated ia the midst of fields, far distant from 
any other building or human habitation, abandon- 
ed to woods and solitude, these frowning ruins 
appear in ail the wildness of decay, contrasting 
u2 
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the more atrongly witti tbe iptendoor iliey onea 
exhibited ; their tiolated titnation enabUng the 
npeotator to fonn a correct ide* of their extent. 
Tbe oblong hall or lobby, iriwre loiterari wutad 
tbeir turn to bathe, served also for recreation, ex- 
ercise, and inatmction. There, philoaopben were 
in tbe habit of lecturing ; and we have die aatho- 
rity of Horace, that the porticoes were resorted to 
by poeta to recite their veraes. 

From the unazing nnmber <rf statues, raosuca, 
and the rarest specimens of (he fine arts, dug oat of 
these mina, and now scattered all over tbe pnblte 
muBeums and private collectioDs of Rome, we may 
jnd^ of the lomrious and ornamental roanner in 
which they were fnmished. The pavemenia were 
inlaid with marble, and decorated with splendid 
mosaic ; and the walls and ceilings were covered 
with frescos. 

With a feeling of sadness, I viewed the exten- 
uve mass of mins, on the Palatine Hill, where 
<Mc« stood tlie palace of the Cssars, now the 
gardens of the Villa Famese. This is also the 
Hie of the Circus Maximus, which was prob^ly 
finally demolished by Paul III., the nniveiMd de- 
stroyer of antiqui^es. Here silence and desola- 
tion now reign ; the very soil is formed of frag- 
ments of old brick-work, tnfo, and indarated 
plaster, which defy the most lynx-eyed, skilfol, 
and persevering member of the Antiquarian So- 
cnety, to make out any intelligible vestige, or to 
discover tbe slightest clue to gratify his research, 
or lead to any satishctory result. 

A visit to the monument of Cuns Cestus, near 
the gate of St Fan), occupied me one aftemooii. 
This proud stnpenduoiu tomb, unlike Easteni py- 
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ramids, " built by sIsTea for tynnta to nionlder 
in, " tnunmits the name of Cuae Ceatns to pos- 
terity — and no more than the bare name. Uoac- 
companied by glory, a straoger to lame, tbe page 
of history neither recorda dric rirtnee io the se- 
nate, nor heroic deeds in the field, achiered by 
this great nnknoim. Were it not for this splen- 
did monnmenl, no trace of hie existence would ever 
have reached after ^;es. History is silent regard- 
ing the mere rich man ; for wealth aloAe is no ^tle to 
fikme ; and he who is destibite of genins or valonr, 
can only be accidentally handed down to posterity. 
Near the gate of St Pant is also sitnaied the Eug- 
Hah bnrying ground, or, more properly speaking 
dutt of idl foreigners not Catholics. A few insig- 
nificant tombs and paltry inscriptions vainly M- 
tempt to reecoe from oblivion the names they i^ 
cord. They can attract the attention of snch only 
■■ have to lament some Mend or relative, who may 
have found a resting-place in this classic soil. * 

* For tbe laka of true geniui, it il to be hoped that 
llwTe is at lewt one eiceptioa from ihii eoaelutioii. A 
'Aw jeui ago, the mortal remuni of die Autbor c4 " Hg- 
perian, '" aad " The Evt of St Agaet, " were depoaited in 
ttaii " ttnuigers'buiTiDZ-gniund — S«e Smmr'a Frifact 
to " Jdmaii, " Pisa, 1821, from wluch tbe fblloiring is an 
extrect ■' John Kealadied at Roaie of corsumption, in 

biititenty.fourth;eai,cinthe of 18S1 ; and waa 

buried in the romantic and lonel; cemeteiy of the Protea- 
taot* in that city, under the pjFramid which is the tomb 
of Cestua, and the moiay walli and towers, now monlder- 
Sag and desolate, which fanned tbe circuit of ancieat * 
Rome. The cemeter; is an open apace antong the ruins, 
cotered in winler with liolets and daisies. It might 
malie one in kne with death, to think that the; ahoubl 
be buried in so sweet a place. " 



CHAPTER X. 

HOME CONTINUED. 

Therb are many modes of killing time in Romct 
wtthont flying to the tiroaome resources which 
*'menabont town" are under the oecessity of adopt- 
ing in Loadon. It does not, therefore, surprise 
me, tiiat so many people of all dasses, even down 
to the reriest cockney, who auDoally heretofore 
exchanged the foggy atmosphere of Cripplegale 
or Che^side, for a trip to Margate, should now 
be induced to enjoy for a time the warm son of 
Italy, and breathe the pure air of the south. For 
the mere loanger who has plenty of money to 
throw away, there is no want of attraction at Diez'a 
and Rinaldi'a. The Piazza di Spagna, Via di Con- 
dotti, or the Corao, hold out temptationa enough 
in the shape of cameos, moatucs, medals and en- 
taglios, as many can testify, besides the more 
expensive luxuries of pictures and stataea ; and one ' 
may bnve the pleasure of paying as dear for them 
in Rome as at Christie's or Robins's sales, all war- ■ 
ranted genuine originals from the most celebrated 
masters ! There are also regular manufactories of 
antiques, which bear all the characteristic marks 
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tS twenty centnriea, mllhongh not m nMny dayi 
from the wori£thop of some indnetrious Roman. 
Every ingenionB expedient is tried, and not in rain, 
to get English money, a taliamao, the posMtsion 
of which, is a passport to the afiectionate r^(ard of 
onr Frenoh, Swiw, and Italian friends,'and I sin- 
cerely believe, the onfy recommendation we have 
in dieireyea. Recollecting the old adage, " When 
yon are at Borne, " &c^ I fullowed the general 
euunple of patronising modem artists, and selected 
a few memorials of the city of the CiesaiB, (at 
^oagh little skilled in numismatics), such as a few 
medals, covered with the rust of ages ; a moauc 
cross, blessed by his Holiness, and some other tri- 
fles; availing myself of the opportunity tbe pm^ 
chase of them afforded me, to t^e a review of the 
different branches of indnslry, which flonrieh in a 
great measmre owing to foreign enconragement, or, 
more properly epeaking, gnllahihty. 

I spent a day in the Trsnstivere, where there 
is still observable a certain bold Gerceneia in tbe 
physiognomy and character of the Roman p«^ 
santry, n^o reside on the right bank of the Tyber, 
a characteristic which is not discoverable in any 
o^ier district of the patrimony of St Peter. These 
people form a dutinct race, inheriting from th«r 
ancsstore that local pride which Rome has always 
eirated in its natives ; and, under an uncouth ex- 
terior, they are said to conceal hearts that beat 
nobly, with love and pride of their country. It waa 
there I beard, for the last time, the beautiful and 
pathetic airuf " Soma, Soma/ non tet piu come 
era prima /"* and under such mrcnmstaocea, that 
■ " Rome ! Rome '.. Ibou wt not ■■ at flnt," 



it can nerer be efiaced from tny memory. In tUs 
■bode of the udent Romans, the church of St 
Cecttb, the patronesB of mmic, is worthy of » 
pHgrimage, that one may admire that lorely hung* 
of death, a statue of the Saint by Maderoo. The 
interior i« also adorned with a Madonna by Anni- 
bal Cairacci. Jiut at I wm leaving; the Temp]« 
of Mnsic, if I may nse the expression, these ia- 
apiring trorda, *< Roma, Roma 1 " reaonnded in my 
car, when taming the comer of the street, near 
the melancholy Famesina Casino, in the gras*> 
grown LnnganL I found that they proceeded 
from tome itinennt mnsiciana, one ot whom wa> 
a beantifiil black-eyed female, gifted with a voic* 
which distiugnisbed her eren amongst the tnneM 
daughters of Italy. 

A few hoars may be most agreeably spent at 
any time in the gallery of Cerdinal Fesch, who ie 
extremely libenl and polite to all etrangere who 
are deeirons of risiting his delightfnl palace, ticketa 
not (wly being readily granted on application, hmt 
tma sent to those who desire adminion. Mis 
collection comiala chiefly of the works of Flemish 
and Dutch masters, in which it is superior to any 
in Italy. It contains sereral by Teniers, Ruys- 
dad, Cuyp and Hobbima, of the very highest bm- 
rit in th^ cIsM. I have reason to believe that it 
wonld not be very difBcnlt to prevail on hts Emi- 
nmce to part with some of them for e. valtiatie 
GOUBtderation ; for, during his Imperia] nephew's 
reign, he was extraordinarily lavish in his expen- 
ditme, especially upon objects connected with the 
fine arts, of winch he was a most judidona ai^ 
munificent patron. He now pesMasea a gallery 
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vnnked to liia piwent hwome, vfau± is so mnch 
eanailed) that he u in a greU mekBore ilepeadtot 
on the allowance be enjoys as a Canlinal. It ia 
•ran alleged, that he arails bisigelf of the fortu- 
BMe chance of any rich pictnre-fancier pitching 
opon MHse of those, in bis collection, of which }» 
•utertains a leas finriumble opinion bimiel^ to gat 
rid of tbem sui rota, in order to sopply the exi- 
gencies of his emablisbment. 

The exterior of the Gesn chnrcfa u aa splendid 
U its interior is. rich and magnificent. It waa de- 
aigned by the architect Vignola, and boilt at the 
UpODae of a Cardinal who died a member of the 
order of Jesnile. The altar at St Ignatius de 
Iioyola, its illnBtrions fbnnder, is pre'eminenl in 
ornament, enriched with marble and preciona stones, 
and decorated with some good bossi relieri by 
OBiioent sculptorB, four superb pillars, and a globe 
of it^ iazuli. This is tbe principal chnrcfa bo- 
lot^fiag to the powerfnl and influential order of 
tLe Jeanita in Rome, which, if not the richest re- 
ligione saciMy, is the most celebrated in Europe. 
The principles oa, which it was founded in 1555, 
eatablisbed its poww for more than two centuries, 
in Asia and America, as well as in erery Catholic 
State <tf Europe, the membeia baring been choMn 
M confesaora to many crowned beads. 

Tbe JeoRils, aldiou^ extolled as the promol- 
gatora of the beat system of public education, 
have betOL proscribed and expelled no lees than 
tturty-'Sei'en times aince their first auppreosion by 
Gai^anelli, from France, Italy, and PortngaL 
They haro lately been restored in the two former 
conntries, aod, owing to their raninmt talmts, still 
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■niatain » ureMer iway Ann the vutaries of an^ 
etfier religions inatitntion. The order u goreraid 
by a general, who ia elected for life, and tdwaya 
mides in Rome. Me ia vetted widi abeolnte power 
in die ■ppmnttnent of all prion, and in every n- 
gnlotion connected with the conititadon and tnte^ 
nsl mam^ment of the commnnities over which he 
presides. Both D'Alembert, and de Pradt es-ac cli^ 
bishop of MalineB, have treated the subject of J». 
anitism lo^cally and impartially in their works. 
Doctor ForttB, a Venetian, ii the preeent genml. 
He waa long chief of the college at Modena, where 
dieee worUiy fathers took deeper root than in any 
other part of Europe, FrUmi^ in Switzerland ex- 
cepted. He ie a very old and infirm, bnt learned 
man, and mticb esteemed by UtenUi. 

Resolved to visit some of the colleges of my own 
eonntrymen in Rome, I avuled myself of the kind* 
nees of a vmerable Franciscan friar, to whose ser- 
vices I had previously been indebted as a cicerone 
at one itf the charcb-ceremonieB. He ushered m« 
through his own hnmble chapel and convent, which 
funned a soiking contraat to the splendid esta- 
blishment of the Jesnits, which I had jnat left. 
Instead c^ the riches and munificence displayed 
by the latt«r, I UmaA in the Irish Franciscan cmi- 
vent only that which mendicants profess in Aeir 
TOWS, self'^eniat, poverty, and contempt for weird- 
ly gmndenr. My next visit waa to the Scotcli 
college, which is qnite on as moderate a scale. Mf 

M , die rector, recNved me very poHtriy, uid 

sent one of the students to condnct me into th* 
dim«b, nnd to show me die whole establishment, 
which is in no way ranarif^ile; rmr did it preaeat 
any object wrathy of particnlar attentioD. There 
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•re sddom more ihaa four [wieate, and ritoM % 
dozeo itndento in it. 

Tlie Pope bas lately published an edict) which 
has made him extremely nnpopnlar. He haa ia- 
atitated an asylum for BaaaMins atOstia, and ttHna 
ether tmhealthy towns, about ten leagnea from 
Rome, with a view of increasitig dieir popnlatioa, 
though, it is to be feared, at the immiaent risk of 
troTellers passiog near them. SanctuarieB were 
firBt anppressed by Urban V. in the fonrteenth 
century. Tbey were afterwards re-establiahed, 
enabling men, thoog^ giu'^y of the grafttest crimes, 
to shelter themselves, by seeking refuge in die 
coDit of a Cardinal's palace : and they were ag^ 
abolished abont forty yean ago. They are now 
restored — for a short tune only, it is to be hoped. 
The threshold of a church in Rome cannot at pre- 
eent be passed by the asaaaiin, whose hands, reek- 
ing in blood, would be raised in vain to demand 
an asylum fi^m the ministers of that religitm which 
be had ontraged ; for even when in the act of begi- 
ging mercy of an o&oded God in his temple, be 
may be seized by the officers of justice, to expiate 
his crime. 

The higher orders of Romans cannot brook the 
morffue aristocratiyue, or characteristic arrt^puce 
of demeanour which Englishmen seldom Utempt 
to conceal, even under an esiernal show of polite- 
ness 1 and by the lower claBsea tbey are still more 
disliked, wiUi all their pmfaalon, which is rendw 
ed, by a perpetual dread of impoeition, devoid of 
that grace which even munificence require*. I 
can imafpne that Rome would he an 8^;reeabte and 
-even ddigbtful leaidence, were oiu countrymen 
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.who wub to make any stfty there, to get introdtic- 
ed to some of the priocipal families of tbe mid- 
dling ranliB of society, " mezze cetto ; " where 
.they would meet with welt-iu formed men, fond of 
;literatiire and the arts, from whose courersatioB 
amasenieat and inatruution might be derived ; tak- 
,iiig care, however, while in company with the anti- 
qnary, the literateur, and the dilittanti, to lay aside 
their cold stiff manner, and assume a little afiabi- 
:Uty for the occasion. 

Accompanied by one of these, a very intelligeat 
Roman friend, I derived great pleasure from an tn- 
q>ection of some of the andeut monuments and 
mins. Directing our steps towards the river by the 
Forum of Trajan, we first viewed the small but beau- 
.tilnl circular Corinthian temple of Vesta, ornament- 
ed with flated columns, and now called Santa Ma- 
ria di Sole, which, considering its size, is one of 
the finest remains of antiquity. Under this spot 
is the awae arch, by which tbe Cloaca Maxima 
juas into the Tiber ; and near it tbe Pons SnbU- 
jauB, tbe most ancient of all the eight bridgea 
which adorned ancient Rome. There are now on- 
ly some fragments of a broken pier and fallen arch 
visible, and, even these, when tbe water is low. 
This bridge is iiuned for tbe heroic deed of Honi- 
tius Codes, thus commemorated by a monument, 
which, from its dilapidated state, serves the betterto 
.remind us of the act which gave rise to its decay. * 
■ Od tlus nuToir bridge Horatius Codes reetdutely c^ 
powd tbe sdvuidDg anaj of Ponenna, uutii tbe Romuu 
succeeded in breaking down that part of it which was be- 
hind him i then, plunging inlu the Tybcr, he regained bis 
companionB — having, perhaps, saved (he Capitol. From 
the same bridge st a nibaequent peiiad, the bodiei of Coto- 
noduB and Heliogabdus were tbroivn into the liver. 
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We then (umtiDned our walk towardi die Porta 
Latins, and, leaving Monnt Celia on our left, 
struck off into a vineyard to view the tomb of 
thd Scipios. An old hag was the costodia, iriio 
bronght torches from her cotlt^e, which overha]){(a 
the mioed eepnicbres concealed in a iDbtftrranean 
caveni, containing the ashes of those who once 
filled the world with their fame. These mono- 
menta are venerable from their nnassnniing aspectf 
having been formed before the Romans aspired to 
magnificence and splendour. I was, however, some- 
what disappointed with them ; for I expected to 
have found the colnmbaria, lachrimatoria, sepnl- 
chral lamps, and cinerBiy urns, with the original 
inacriptiona. Instead of which, we with difiicnlty 
deciphered copies of tbem rudely chiseled on grey 
stones — the nme and sarcophagi having been con- 
veyed to ^e Vatican Mnaeum by order of Pins VL, 
daring whose Pontificate this bnriBl-placa was ac- 
cidentally discovered while di^ng to plant vines, 
a drcumstance of which I was not then aware. 
The inscriptions tell, in short sentences, the k- 
cbievements of this heroic race, m dl the sim- 
plicity of the ancient language of Latiam. The 
vaults are extensive, and occupy several acres ; 
but are of a damp and gloomy aabterranean d^ 
scription. 1 own that, notwithstanding the light 
thrown upon the interior by the glimmering lamp 
of onr condnctress, and her attempted elacidationa 
— for she officiated as cicerone — an hour's sojonm 
under ground had effectually cooled my antiquarian 
-ardour, and 1 was not a litde pleased upon my 
return to the pure sir of upper day. This spot is 
by many supposed to be tbe tomb of Scipio Afn- 
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ciniu, wtio, aGcording to Plutarch, wh bnried near 



Rome. Liry mentioiiB, howerer, that he waa inter- 
red at Litemuni, where ha had retired to Tolantaiy 
banishment; and with thic atatemeiit manf othn 
aothotB concur. The record he left of the ingra- 
titude of hia country waa inscribed on hia tomb, 
near the Bea-shore, at the latter place, where a mo- 
dern tower bears the name of " Patria, " from re- 
taining that portion of the ori^nal inacription, 
^' Ingrata patria, ne oeaa quidem habitu : " Un- 
grateful country, thou shalt not even poasees my 
bones. 

Next day we made an ezcuraion into the inte- 
resting environs east of Rome. When we reached 
the Campagna, the country looked dreary, and waa 
by no means pleasant, the ground we walked over 
being barren, uneven, and full of gaps, with scarce- 
ly a tree to be seen. It was an unlimited picture 
of poverty and desolatioo. Thoogh thinly inha- 
bited, tiie air is not bo sickly as towaids Civita 
Vecchia — that fatal neighbourhood where every 
thing depicts wretchedness. The virulent miasmai 
4rhich pervades the whole atmosphere, is attributed 
to the noxious effluvia which rises from tbe adjoin- 
ing marshes— the want of fires to purify the lur 
from pestilential exhalations — and its former re- 
dundancy, and present thinness, of population. The 
malaria prevtuls in a greater or less degree all 
along tbe coast, from Liguria to Calabria ; but the 
lover of antiquity traces monumenta of andent 
splendour every step he proceeds, which amply re- 
pay him for the desolate prospect around. Th« 
first which attracted our notice was the Temple of 
fiacchuft ; but it posaesaed few eleinenta for the 
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gratiBcatioD of our reBearches. We then anired 
at what antiquaries call the Egerian Valley of Ju- 
venal, and saw the grotto and fonntain of the 
nymph Egeria, so called, though I helieve without 
BufGcient dala to establish the designatioo. This 
valley is still as much resorted to by the inhabit- 
ants of Rome ou May-day as it was by their an- 
cestors, for the purpose of celebrating the Floralia, 
or games of Flora. They attach a salubrious qna- 
lity to the wat«r of the fountain, which trickles 
from an orifice in the grotto. A mutilated re- 
cumbent statue has been placed over the spring, 
but there is no tradition of its having first been 
found at this place. It is, moreover, the torso 
of a male figure. It is not surprising that an- 
tiquaries are often puzzled, and commit ridiculouB 
mistakes, where there are neither inscriptions, nor 
etatnes of a marked character, to guide them in 
their inquiries. They are apt frequently to select 
any name at random, which may answer their 
purpose. The study of ancient relics, &c. is an 
amusing one for persons pOBsessed of perseverance 
for deep research ; and, strange to say, the greater 
the difiicUlties and conflicting testimonies that in- 
tervene to baffle conclusions, the more interesting the 
pursuit becomes. We next examined the Circus of 
Caracalla, not far from this spot, which forms an- 
other proof of the vague ground upon which autiqua- 
riea apply any name or origin to their discoveries, 
that may occur to their fancy, if supported by the 
most fragile train of coincidences. It seems the 
designation of this ancient arena for Roman games, 
was changed from the Circus Maximus to that of 
Caracalla, by the discovery of a medal of that 
x2 
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Emperor, of which die rererae iIiowb a drciu* 
»nd MDM conDectJDg link to identify the locality- 
The tomb of Cecilia Metella wonld merit little 
notice, merely M that of the almoit nnknown wife 
of the TnnniTir Cramni ; bnt, m one of the most 
remarkable monnmental remains of Uie remote 
a^ in which she lived, it is deserring of attention, 
eepedaliy by the architect. 

Pnrsning onr ramble across the fields, after 
about an boor's walk, we approached some lofty 
walls on the Ostian road, imroofed and desolate, 
still bearing the marks of the fire, which, » few 

KBTB ago, destroyed one of the finest churches in 
ily. The fiBsUica of St Pant belongs to a rich 
abbey of Benedictines of the congregation of Monnt 
Casaino ; and I rather think that the accident 
was Bttribnted to the negligence of some workmea 
in their employment. The lay-brother who con- 
ducted ns through the cloister told na a confused 
atory shoDt the nnfortunale oacnrrence, bnt be did 
not seem to relish any questions upon the subject. 
We of course desisted, though be was perfectly 
dvil. After introducing us into the church, be 
locked the door upon us, and walked off. We 
seated onrselres on the prostrate shaft of a marble 
pillar, and contemplated, at leisure, the splendid 
wreck of this church, which contains part of the 
relics of St Paul. It was one of the first sefea 
Christian places of worship built by Constantino, 
and finished by Tbeodosins. Most of its 120 splen- 
did marble pillars (which were taken from Adrian's 
tomb and Antoninus's baths in order to support 
the roof) have been shnttered. The pavement of 
the chntcb was strewed with bases, broken shafts 
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c^ittls, fine marble slaba, and fragments of an 
entablature. The rebuilding of this edifice has 
been intnuted to a committee, with the Cardinal 
Delia Sommaglia as President. The^ have con- 
snlted the Academy of St Lnca r^^anling the plan, 
and some triflbg alterations hare been suggested. 
The anm already collected amonats to upwards 
of 200,000 Roman scndi ; and the repairs haTing 
commenced, it is expected to be rebuilt in ten 
years, witb all its former splendour, lint tbe pre- 
ciooB remains of antique sculpture and inacrip> 
tions never can be replaced. White marble co- 
lumns are ordered from tJie quarries near L^;o 
Maggiore, some of which had then anived at 
Rome, to replace such as were destroyed. The 
fine parements, mosaics, inscriptions, and bronze 
doors, are all in ruins. As to tbe portraiu of 
Popes on the walls, their partial destruction is not 
much to be regretted ; indeed they reminded me 
of our Fope'a witty allusion to some of tbe danb* 
which deciarste old English mansions. 



I was much gratified by the *iew of this c 
BasilicoD, irtiich contained four ranges of columns, 
Mparating it internally into five longitudinal divi- 
sions, similar, we may suppose, to other works of 
Metrodoros, the first Christian acchitect of the 
lower Empire. 

We then summoned oar condnctor to liberate 
m ; and, after thanking him for his trouble, re- 
sumed our walk, with the intention of visiting 
the Dasilicon of St Sebastian, situated about a 
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conple of miles from the Porta Capena, on the 
Appian Way. The only object that here claim* 
ed our particular attention, was a statue of the 
saiDt by Georgeiti, better known aa the Teacher 
of Bernini, an eminent architect and scul[ftor, who 
was master of the works to several sncceBsive 
Popes. Theie is an entrance to an extensive 
range of catacombs at this charch. The exami- 
nation of these subterranean labyrinths, with their 
galleries and lateral passages dirergiog in every 
direction, detained ns a long time, and interested 
US extremely. The subsoil of all the district to 
the east of Rome, ia a atraium of volcanic tnfo, of 
a red-brownish colour- Tliose excavations were 
formerly pozzuolane quarries, which occupied a 
vast space for miles ai'ound, and subsequently served 
as burying places for Christian martyrs. " Sepnld 
sunt via Appii, milliario aecundo ab urbe, in loco 
qui vocBtnrad Arenas."* Many of the primitive 
Christians are also supposed to have hid them- 
selves in them, during the persecutions raised by 
Nero, and continued by most of his successors, 
till the reign of Constautine. They are of such 
vast extent, that they may be called a city under 
ground ; and though deeply interesting to posteri- 
ty, it is probable that they would, ere this, have 
been lost in obscurity, bad they not proved a mine 
of relics to pious pilgrims from all Christendom, 
who have at last succeeded in carrying off even the 
smallest relic of 170,000 Christian martyrs s^d 
to have been there interred. 

The Bnest palaces and best hotels in Rome are 
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now occupied by aome of our opulent conntrymeii, 
whose chief Bmuaement consista invisitiog charch- 
es, galleriea, and studios, exhanating their admira- 
tion on the chef-tTceutires of punting and sculptord, 
sad exploring the ruins of antiqaity. As soon, 
however, as these objects are sccompliahed, their 
taste palls. Deprived of their usual society, ani) 
environed by new costoms, ere many roonthie have 
elapsed, they fall into a state of morbid sensibili- 
ty, or find themselves possessed by the demon of 
ennui, which can only be shaken off by fiightt 
A first visit to the " Eternal City," therefore, is ge- 
nerally terminated by a rapid migration to Kaple* 
pr Florence, where enjoyment is again made a toil, 
ud, in their labours to be Bgreeable, are consi* 
dered by the rest of the world as ineufFemble. 
Very different from these heirs of wealth and rank 
do we forMgn artists feel, who find in Rome a 
place of endless instruction and pleasure. They 
are, I think, its happiest residents. There is no 
species of enthusiasm which partakes less of the 
ridiculous, than that feeling which they entertain 
for their profession. They exhibit smiling faces, 
^oagh they often wear shabby coats ; and are so 
mach devoted to the theory and practice of ^eir 
art, that they absolutely ^cy there is nothing in 
the world worthy of attention, but punting and 
BCnlptore ; while they view m«i merely as their 
models, and consider themselves amply repaid by 
Nature when her works afford the sketch for a 
landscape. The Trinita di Monte is their bvour- 
ite abode, and it Is endeared to them as the spot 
where SsJvator Rosa, N. Foussin, and Claude ro- 
juded. The honsea of these iUostrioas men wero 



863 THORWiLDSEN'S STUDIO. 

pointed <rat to me, and they are still occupied by 

Bitiets. 

Having devoted some time to the inspection of 
ibe picttresqne and classic mina of the Foruna 
Romantun, and bartag inhaled the atmosphere of 
past centuries in the catacombs and tombs of the 
Scipioe, I resolved one morning, as a variety, to 

visit, along with my friend, the Baron de B , 

the stndio of Tborwaldsen, and some Roman 
Bcnlptore, In one comer of a liu^ square, orna- 
mented, as is nsoal in this city, by a fonntain in 
the centre, and overlooked by the massive Barbe- 
lini palace, bnilt with travfatine stone, pillaged 
from the Coliseum, we beheld immense blocks of 
Carrara marble, which almost impeded onrentranca 
to the stndio of Tborwaldsen. On gaining admis- 
sion, we had an opportunity of observing the progress 
of a st&tne, from its primitive state, white in the hands 
of different workmen. At first it appeared a huge 
unshapely block of marble — now exhibiting a rnde 
outline of the human form — now approximating 
what it pnrported to represent, with its imperfec- 
tions ronnded off — now developing still finer pro- 
portions — now dotted by tbe black marks of the 
artist — now improved in appearance by a fresb 
touch from his cliisel — till, finally, all its beauties 
were perfected by the master-hand of the Dane 
himself. I was not fottanate enough to meet the 
genius loei on this occasion ; but, were I to jndge 
by tbe busts which he has modelled of himself, I 
should say that he might justly he termed, " a 
hard-featured man of genius." The originals of 
some, and the models of many, splendid worics are 
in this studio, with innnmenibte busts of princes, 
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lords, Udies, et hoc genvs omm, as well as many 
works yet unCuUbed. Amongst the latter, there 
are a very fioe equestriaa Btaioe of Poniatowsky, 
one of Eugene Beauharaois, and the continuation 
of the celebrated frieze, illustrating the triumph 
of Alexander, ordered by Napoleon for the Qui- 
rinal Palace, when fittiog it op aa a residence for 
the young King of Rome, and which long since 
has been sold to the late Conut Sommariva. Thfi 
great work which now engages the Danish sculp- 
tor is the Saviour and Apos^es, intended to adorn 
a chnrch in the capital of lus natire country. The 
whole of these magnificent colossal statues are 
nearly finished, in the artist's nanal admirable style. 
Among the models of his previous works, I par? 
ticolarly remarked the Mercury, the Venus, and 
the Jason, fine studies for effect and character, and 
not inferior, in fidelity and natnre, to the antiques 
of the Parthenon. The Adonis, too, is a perfect 
apedmen of youthful mascnline heanty, and reck- 
oned one of his best works. I was delighted also 
with a %nre of Hope, infinitely superior to most 
antiques ; but, above all, with the two well-known 
and mnch admired aerial figures of Auroin and 
Night, of which every good collection or academy 
in Europe has got either a copy or a cast. No 
artist in Rome meets with so much encourage- 
ment, or merits it so deservedly, as Thorwaldsen. 

It is much to be regretted, that in Rome there 
is no Academy ; institntions which are so ho- 
nourable to the French, Spanish, Neapolitan, and 
other governments. In these excellent establish- 
ments, a certtun number of the most promimng 
young artists are liberally pensioned, in citiev 



864 UODERM SOMAM ARTISTS. 

where tliey enjoy the donble sdraitt^ of atndy- 
ing the bMt worica of antiquity, and of receiving 
iiutrnctioo from the moat celebnted masters of 
die day. The Uttle encooragement nfForded to the 
fine arts by oar own garerament, whether at borne 
or slmiad, has long been regarded as a national re- 
tnoacb. That the charge cannot be fully repelled, 
ia nndeniable ; and itg truth may accoont in some 
niea»iire for the fact, that our artists excel their 
Continental rivala chiefly in portrait-painting, which 
gives such scope for the gratification of indiTidoKl 
vanity, while they can only maintain en inferior 
■tation in the higher branches of the art. As the 
fbnndatinn for a national echool of scnlptnre, we 
can, however, boast of the treasnrea of ^ British 
MoMom, which, although limited, are of such in- 
estimable value as studies, that Canova declared it 
was worth taking a joUmey from Rome to Eng- 
land, for the purpose of viewing the Elgin mBrbles 
febne. 

It would fill volumes to enumerate the worits of 
the many celebraCed Roman sculptors whose stu- 
dH are open to the inspecuon of those who have any 
taste for the arts. Signore Baruzzi ranks among 
the first ; bnt Albaccini and Hochetti are also ar- 
tists of great talent. The last stndio we visited 
Was that of Signore Trente Nove. I found rather 
a sameness, not only in tbe unfinished works of 
this able scniptor, but also in those of several of 
bis brother artists, which I defy the cant of cic«- 
ronism, or even the elaborate criticisms of the 
tnoet accomplished connoisseur, to render interest- 
ing. In fact, I question if any person, except h 
Mulptor, can sufficiently appredate Ae merit of 
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A hmt of Genam Brtatt i«f 
e of whom hare already ao' 
quired celebrity, and otfaen fpve iadicatiotw of 
{Mnre ezceUence. They have an aninial ezhibi- 
tioD of their works, which are highly and deaervedp 
]y admired. Schnetz, Coraeling, Weiss, and Leo- 
pold, are the painten of most distingni^d talent;' 
(he flower-pieces of Serft, as well as the landscapes 
of Koch, evince very considerable genius. Among 
(tor own coootrymen, there are tataj painten of 
GOBsiderable promise ; for instance, Severn in la&d- 
acape, and Davis in historical paintiog. Wilkic^ 
while at Rome, punted several pictures ; bat it 
is much to be r^^tted that he left none be- 
hind him as specimens of his pecnliar and pleas- 
ing style ; and many of Tomer's finest landacsfMi 
were painted nnder the pnre ^y, and amidst the 
delightful scenery of Italy. In the sister art, Gib- 
son probably lanks nest to TJionvaldsen; and al- 
though still a young man, has execnted many pet- 
furmances of very high merit. Campbell has great 
ability as a scalptor, and parucnlarly excels in 
busts ; and for tbe anatomical correctness of his 
figures is remarkable. Goff, in delioeatiDg aoi- 
raats, snrpasses every other artist. Renniei a no* 
phew of the late eminent engineer of the same 
name, is an artist of promise, especially with r»- 
spect to tbe classical antique style of bis figures. 

I was obliged to content myself with a rapid 
view of die College of tbe Ss^ienzo, and tbat of 
tbe Congregation of Propaganda Fide, so r»- 
Bowned as the parent establish meat of the different 
missions inpartibaa mfidelium. 

The many libraries in Rome would each require 
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dm to be miHiied propody t bnt nrieto one Ctti 
enjoy soDWthii^ mOTs of books and MSS. than tb* 
men sight of tbeir fine Unding, <w the enbeUidi- 
ments of tbeir iUnminated page^ (he anbd is n^ 
dier tantalised than either gi^fied or inrtnicted. 

If, as we are told, the popalatioB of Rone «k- 
ceeded ffix millimu, when a ccnatis was taken duw 
iDg the reign of Clandins, it is impoeiible that tbs 
apace included within its preaent walls coald hare 
coDtuned mote dian an imignificant fintetioa at 
sncfa a nnmber of human beings. The city waa 
then said to have eorered a uieomferenoe irf 50 
miles. In the fourth ceatnry, the popnlstion had 
been dimiiuAed to little more than oae million ; 
ud in the foniteenth, daiii^ the constant wariara 
'canied on between rinl boioM, it fell eo low aa 
S3,000, wbidi was Aa minimnm. At pnsent, 
It is ealcniated to omitain about 160,000 mhaUt- 
«nts. Aeeording to the census of 1826, the po- 
^nilaticHi of Rome presented the fidlowing tim^ 
'uficatuMi in ronnd nnmbers ^— 

10,000 Jews and Foreigneia, 

1,500 Pneata, Prelates, 6k, 

1,700 Monks and Frian, 

1,400 Khm, 

1,000 Sick in the hospitals, 
800 Confined in prisons. 

It is difficult to ascmtun the «xact anntial i«> 
venne of the R<»nBn Court, it is so rttf inegnlar 
And nncertain. It ariaes partly from aHnata and 
dispensations from fweign conntnea, hot princi- 
pally from internal taxation, cmspriaing only « 



•M-porta; for ■Ithongh thia fertile and baanttfid 
put of lulfi coinautted to the care of die Bomaa 
Pondffi, poHenea meny natnnl advaiitagHi— with 
» khI e^iable of yieltUng every nseAU prodoctioo^^ 
boudad by two aeaa, sod watered by muiienm; 
rirers, national industry ia impeded, and the spring* 
of eommenw are alnteat oompletely abM)rt>ed* fier 
lore the French mraBion of Italy, and the co|ueqnflnt 
diaawmbenneM of the patrimony of StPetw— wbicbi 
by di mi n t t hi i^ the nnmber of contribnton, aa weU 
■■ im|M*«riri)ing them, of conrae leeMned the teror 
■«•— h WM calovlated at three millic«u of Roaraa 
•endi, ratba mew tbaa 600,0001 The gre»t^ 
part of t)di flam was once erroneoosly aappoeed t* 
he doired &oai ethtf Catfaalic coontries ; but it 
has been correctly asoertained, that even France— r 
ptobably the ridwat and moat prodnctiye wwrce— r 
pnriossly to the Rarol^on, never paid more thaa 
70,000 cmwBB a year. In Span and Germany^ 
the anaats ham been either abtdisbed or bought 
off; and the other ecdesiastical contribndoiia, ia 
^ shape W dispeiuatioaa to contract mKrisgei, t# 
hold lini)gB,aBd to perfonn other fnacUons, contrary 
to die preaoriptioiis of the Canon law, added very 
little <to the Papal reirennea, being chiefly swallow- 
Ad op in the legal and offidal expenses of tbe 
Rnota, Canoelli^ia, and other apiritnal courts 
tboagh which they neoeasarily passed. It is ga- 
■enlly aa^iposed that pilgrims bring wealth to 
Rome. Tius ia an egregions mistake, unless her 
nttcal pitgriflBs u« meant ! En^ish and Ruasian 
visitan are dwaya the most welcome, becaoie ihejr 
incraaae the "■™l««'"g mediiimt by the nat Buinii 
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In foragn coin which they bring wiA them ; and 
tbeir Mmnd expenditme it bh object of anBaiii|> 
Importance to the Romans. But die generatity of 
pilgrims Irom Catbolic conntriea are raid lo bring 
litde eave filth, be^ary, and demotion, from all 
Enrope to its ancient ca[ntal, where they are loi^ 
ed, fed, and even clothed in hoepitah, which are 
endowed for th^ reception and mamtenaace, and 
wbicb, I nndentand, contdn at this moment ^ 
or seven hundred personi who are thne charitdbly 
anpported. In the " Anno Santo, " [ 1 825), daring 
the Jubilee, there were nearly as many thousands, 
irim rewmed to Rome to gain plenary indnlgeace 
iat St Peter's, balf of whom were provided for m 
the public expense. If the sonrces of revemie 
ariaing from volnntary coatritmtioiH from the more 
pions and devout classes, have diminished dming 
the present and the hurt Pontificate, thoae derived 
from taxation have certainly increased in an eqnal 
proportion. The present income, th««fore, of the 
Papal court may be ^rly estimated as high as it 
was during the reign of Pins VI. ; and since the 
legation of Bologna (the richest and most prodnc- 
tive put of faia Holinees's lerritories), Ferran, 
Ancona, Ravenna, and the principalitiee of Bone- 
vento and Ponte Corro, have been restored, it may 
be calculated tint, from every channel, including 
tomgu countries, the treasury is in the annual re- 
G«pt of 3,500,000 scndi, equal to about SOO.OfW^ 
The public debt, which is funded, ia email, and 
does not exceed a few years revenue ; and as the 
interest upon it is regi^ariy plod, the atock' arils 
« a high price, generally about par. Terlmiia, 
the Pt^ banker, end contractor for the ken, is 
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which he tranuctk 

F^ery is genenllf regarded >a on anoma- 
Iv in modem civilization, blending, «s it does, 
Uie fnipreine temporal wilh the highest spirito^ 
pttirar* Only in the former light, of comse, cao 
it be cwuidwed objectionable ; bat, were the Pope 
diTeMed tg his political independence, he wonld 
then be nadar the contronl of some foreign State ; 
arheraia, ia his capacity of a sovereign Priace, he 
ia nnraakained by any party, and his temporal 
power tbiiB serves as tiie safest guarantee of his 
OMtrality towards all. The Pope ia an absolute 
■WMUvfa. The jnriadictioQ of the CardinaK who 
eoBstittite the Consistory, extends only to eccle7 
eiaslical ^biis, not interfering with the civil go- 
Tsnueat, which is administered by dw Secretary 
of State ia the cafutal, and by Legatee, or Vice- 
Jjegitaa in the provmcea. The Podestas, Jadges, 
aad moat «f the dvil officers ia the Roman States, 
>ra genwally selected from among the clergy. 
The Sacr* Collegio, when complete, consists of 
7S mMDbais ; bnt, at present, there are only about 
60. When a vacancy occnrs, the election of ■ 
aucceasar to the snpreme PontifF is vested in thia 
body, that is, the Cardinals, and six snfifragan 
Bi^ops, who campoae the Conclave. Seldom 
more thasi &Q aUend, some being prevented by old 
age, and others being unable to travel from France, 
S|tain. and Germany, where twelve of the Cardi- 
Bala BOW reside. Candidates for the triple tiara 
anst be Itaitieas by birth, 55 yean of ^e, and 
MJtbar ^poii^ed at the recommendation of, nor 
ttktai tit **y foreign sov«raga. The power of 
y2 
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the Enpenr k Italy ii m gmt m h ■ delrf^ 
mental ; and in the erent of tbe demise of Leo XII. 
beudes direct inflnence in the Condave, PrincM 
Mettemich would emfdoy able n^otiatian and 
adroit manBgement to elevate to tbe ^pal throne 
an adherent of Frands, on whom he coold rec^im 
H a willing inBtromeDt to coneolidate tbe Anetriaa 
domination in Italy. Bnt there are at preeent fiva 
Ficmcb Cardinala, men of talent) aauited by dm 
infloenee ef tbe French ambasaador, in tbe Ftfal 
Goteriea, and backed by that of " la Grande Nar 
tion, " to which great importance is attached ; «• 
that a fntty equi etnugle is generally expected 
to tAe place between ue candidates recommend- 
ed by Uie two piepondentiiig parties. These 
tiro powerS) as well as Spain, have a aeguira 
veAi; but the latter has now little inflieMe M 
Keme. BaTsria, Naples, and Portngal are too 
ms^mficant to exert ^emselvee HncceesAilly, in 
a direct manner, orer tbe decision of tbe Car- 
£iiak ; and the greatest ezteraal precantiona are 
taken to gnard against intr^ae, and t» prevent 
any improper connnnnieatioa from reaching the 
Vatican donng tbe delibeiationa of the reneroble 
body. 

When aboat to leave Rome, after an igreeable 
leeidence of several weeke, it is almoat mmeceasary 
t» Bay that I felt considerable regret — wd that 1 
ahonld probably have been induced to remain dar- 
ing the winter, bad I not happened to be of a tem- 
perament which reqniies locomotion. Poeseseii^ 
very lit^ of that m^encbolicdispoeitHm which caa 
be satisfied with the same stndies in tbe same easy 
tiuir for months toged>er, witbont ^ laaat dasira 



LEAVING BOME. 371 

for diangici, a \om of nonltjr nude the ide* of ttXxf- 
ii^ BTen in Rome itwlf repngnant to me— die mora 
aO) tliat ranch of Italy still remained unexplored. 
I themfbra determined on here cloeing my accoimt 
of the " Eternal City, " and I sallied forth in order 
to make inquiries atmnt a conreyance for iSeiia. 



.--„Googlc 



CHAPTER XI. 



NoFSMBXR S5tA.^A oonTiTuJ parting mth my 
Roman frienda (be pt«cedui{( eveiimg, and tb« 
select of a Inbbwly cameri^re, occuioned my re- 
maining fiMt asleep until anrased at seven o'clock 
in tbe moniing by the Florentine Vettnrino, Me- 
Mod, whow carriage wm already in wailing. 
An bonr afterward*, my portmanteani and telf 
were at the door, iriwre I fonnd an elderly gea- 
tleman-like peiaonage, decanted with a red rib- 
bon at bis bntton-hole, which ttppetred betveea 
tbe loose Mda of a large doek in which be waa 
enreloped. 7^ pow man kept walking np and 
down the street at a r^tid pace, to goard himself 
agUDst the efiects of the cold and bribciiig tramon- 
tana of November ; bnt reWmed my bow with a 
CMdiality which I did not deserve, as 1 bad kept 
him waiting so long. I attributed the delay, 
however, more to tbe lasy waiter, who bad ne- - 
glected to csll me at the bonr appointed, than 
to die real canse, the effects of my noctomal con- 
virialitf. We picked np aDotber trarellw at 
tbe Pwt* del Popolo, wba tna accompanied fay 
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Ui wifi) aa llv M U Storta, ibe fiiM tliea. Fran 
AeiiM ehe wdbod back to Rome, OHder the es- 
cort of her con^xtre, a stoat good-looldog fieltoir, 
wfao, I doobt not, did the ntmost in hii power to 
eoiMol* the lady during; inr faniband's abaence ; 
more particnlariy as the was yonng and ratbw 
handsome, ami seemed so little affected at tbe 
parting interrieir, that tbe poor fellow told me 
(afW the interitiaHng was over between himself 
nla wife, and her ecHnpanion), that he was quite 
•hocked she did not even abed a parting tear. Of 
conrae I sympuhined with him in his affliction ; 
and, by way irf consolation, sang « strophe of the 
Rench air, which begins^ 



I OBco more troaaed tbe Ponta Molle, afker 
paming the straight well-pftTod read, with its aT»> 
nne of trees from die dty gate, and |H«ceeded r^ 
pidly «nr tbe Campagnai, where tbe pictoresqita 
rain, (died bytbe popnlarnriee, " il Sepolchro £ 
Name, " f wm po^ed oat to me ai an object 
worthy of UtentioB, Aongh it is well known that 
Nero's mi tomb, instead of being one of the mo 
■nments on Ais dreary waste, was utoated at tbe 
Fiana del Popolo, on die qiot where a chorch 
dedicated to die Madrnma now stands ; besidaa 
Ais mea mn ent is evidendy Godiic 

We arrired at an early hoar at RimciglioMs 
iBd snpped in company with the late Cardinal 
* Lucklewfaiubands thtt would rosm, 
Bes j«ar cvtain &te at homa. 
t The Tomb of Nero. 



874r CABDiHAL aoVMltSJlt. 

Croavlri'fl te at H aiy iad bit bmily, irh» wm M* 
torniiig to Rome from TiUegg^Unm. ^Die aeevft^ 
tsry told nM many iuterwtiiig uMdetes ctfUa 
F.minwiCB, wbo » mow the nan rapetiiBd by all 
dasMt, a* hit mcceMor pwraaa m lup^olar ■ 
line of eandnct in tbe recent icti of bii ailiuDia* 
tt*don. He sIm confinoed dm in what I Iwd 
often beard erf GmealTi'i gnat partiality for tba 
Engliah. Roadglione i« a rich and popidons plac* 
near tbe bank* erf tbe lake Vice i akhowgfa I can* 
not ny ibK I aair mncfa of it, aa we aet off ratbat 
early in tba nunuBg. Tbe da^ and fine vaUej 
we paMed ihnM^^ offinaane ptamreaqae punt* 
of view; but agricnltora being alnoat n eg l ected 
in tbia diatricti tbe fielda haTe a bleak and bams 
aspect. 

Afler paisii^ Viterbo, tbe coontry imprared in 
■Vpearanoe, bang tandi better oUiinaadt and 
M we ^preached M<ttte fiaaoaoe, I wna afftKU 
•d an o|^M(tnni(y of taating tbe wieH Iwnwa wia* 
«f iti Tmeyude ; but fanoBately I waa not ao 
■nncb captinrted witb ita tttceUawe w a eeftaia 
German biabop wbo stopped ba« on bis mW* 
from Rome, aod ii said to bare iallan a rietw to 
hia over acatona MKri&caa to Baccbna. I tibii^ 
tbe Monte FiaaooDe in&ritw to Tiueaa wine, tJM 
best of wbicb ie decidedly the Monte Pidc^ano, 
wbicb is very similar in taete to weak danti 
tbongfa withont iu fiawur. Orriato aod Alec 
tioe wines are diaae in moat csmmon we M Rame 
and Floreaoe. In Ae R««an Statas, tbe ealtkn* 
tota of tbe eml are rarely seen in tfaeir fields, ex- 
cept at seed-dme and barveat) or during die Tint- 
age, after wbicb tbey ceawt to la^ Tillage^ or 
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iIm nbntM of towtts. The ctmntry U thna des- 
titnte of hamletB sod ft mral popnlation; and the 
Toatic flome* «f DoRbeni dimsteii eren nich m 
iboM of LombBrdy' and Tmcany, are therefore 
vnknown ia the aonth of Italy. 

On the high road, we met occaaion^y lome 
ce u air y wamen, whh th«r hair fantaatically bnud- 
«di wearily; aboR petticoota of the moat g^arii^ 
eaienra. ai^ hoddicefl open tt the boeom, laoed 
-with liMwDa. We alao saw lahoorers driring hnl- 
led-cara, and waggona drawn by mnlea adorn- 
ed with Ktde beUa, herds of goata, half-naked 
(Uldten, pUgfima, mendicanta, and pentlenta on 
their way to Rome. An air of geod hnmow, 
boweMr, waa geoerally ]»«*alent amoi^t the 
peaamtry, male and female) and that of cnrioeity 
no lem ao, thongh all reMned from indulging it. 
'No national t^Haeter has been more cahunniated 
■woagat BB, than that of the Italians. I think it 
ia Ewiaee wbe reiiMtira, diat if a nmiance-writw 
iririwa to oeate an Maaann, a deoi deaia;niiig t3- 
kin, or aaydepnTed monater-— Ituyia always the 
■eo Mtt y w hw e he fixes bis nMinty. On the atage, 
the eama laaddile ptactice prerula. Thna, firam 
ear ceiKest yeera, IlatisBa aie identified in onr 
nundi irith envy lUng vile and riUanena inhu- 
man nalare ; and thna the tnoat honible and nn- 
fDotded preJMiices are giatottonaly ncolcated by 
inonnt or maticioaB writera ; bat I am conrineed 
VKt when the Ilriiana an oloaely examined, they 
irtlnet befimnddafirimtinpatMnce, com«ge, or 
genins. They poaaeas some anperior, and eren 
noUeoatoma, whXedeepttaces may yet be di^ 
eovered naongH them, of the mannera of dieir 
Roman anoeaton. 
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There ie a rraMrirable hill not far from Moots 
fiitacoDe, neariy covered with regular prisniBtic 
basaltic pillara, some of then standing obltqaely • 
good way ont of the ground. Maay rodcs of bsp 
salt are found tn the same neighbowhood. Tb« 
enbetnitani of the soil ia the conotry we passed 
near Radicofane, is chiefly caleareous tafo, or tha 
limestone finnily, and on the sammit of that inonik- 
tun are seen some traces of an extinct Toloans. 
'Fnrther to the left) on a line extending from R*- 
dtco&ne to Siena, mnning parallel with the se*- 
coaat, lies the very extennve tract of land called the 
Maremnu, whidi is rery iaBalnbrions, as the mat- 
aria |a«nib there all ihe year round. CoDvicte 
are sometimes sent to woAi in its mines, a mon 
severe punidment than bard labonr on the fortifi- 
cations, or even the galleys, owbg to the pesti- 
lential climate of thti dreary deaert, which poeseMM 
no oasis. It belongs to Uie Tnwan Slates, when 
capital poniahment was aboiiahed by the Grand 

. Dnke Leopold, who sabatitnted a modified linger- 
ing death, by hard labour in the von mines or 
aalt marshee of this region — the most nnwholeseBW 
in all Europe. 

Bolaeoa is built era the nuns of the ancient ca- 
pital of die Volscians. Its Hivir^u, aa well as its 

■ beanlifHl lake, are truly delightful, and its two 
small pictoresque islets mnst be recollected with 
pleasure by every one who haa riuled them and 
explored their baiiks. I was highly amused with 

' the travels of a French judge, rektire to this part 
of the conntry. Amongst odier noT«l and authentic 
infbnnatioa, he gravely describes Hannibal's vic- 

- tory ' over Flamioini to bare bappowd near this 
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kke, wUch be calb TbratiawMt mwhtking it for 
the lake of Perugia oa tbe eut road I 

There i« notbing in the utnation or a^fomien 
of the old town of San L<»eii2o to iudicate tbe 
«tiue of ita baring been abandoned) for both are 
Ugblf pictoresqiUk It aeema. bowerer, that tba 
malaria which prevailed to mcfa a dm;Tee> wm lh» 
typbon that indnced Rna VI. to build a new town 
on a more bealtbj' spot, to which he gare the lanw 
name. It by no meaoa aiHwer* tbe daacriptioB* 
which hare beenaf^ied to it,«ad which pnuurance 
it the faandaomeat rillage in Italy. Altboi^ 
built with peifecc regnlarity on a liiing ground, 
dw honsea look dirty, and are thinly inhabited. 
A* a natural conMqnence tbece are ^w wealthy 
petqile settled in a jUaee so deatitote of aMne* 
bona. We were eacoited by oae of the clergymen, 
wboactedhve aa magiatrate, to view his extenaiTe 
garaniment, indnding a conple of chorcbea, not 
worth notice, in tbia conntry of Gae chnrchea. In 
return for hit drility, we gare him an inTitatioa 
to anp with ua, wiath be accepted. Our party 
waa. next' augmented by the travellers fnunaaotber 
coach, which waa proceeding to Florence. These 
eonaiated of a French painter of great celebrity, 

C n, who bad been tan years in Rome, and 

two Belgian arlisia, one at whom bad jntt married 
a lively pretty littie Iialiau. She was the only 
iisvale in the group, and, strange to say, she had 
Mver baard mT ather Taaao or Ariosto. Thera 
WM yet anolfaer tiaveUcr w1h> jtuned na, a gented 
but rallMr wild-looking youi^ Flemii^;, who i^ 
pearad mocb faiigBed a^ oararwoni. . We found 
hfamit^JM iniha kitchen whw ve arrind ; and be 
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toU whe had Mrred M aTolnotmrwitli tbe Gieebi ; 
attuaed the rank of captUB, but got oo pay, and 
«u H fir on bis way honwt hBTing been difgost- 
•d irith dwm and thur canae. He bad w^ked 
from Roma ; but bung ac(|naint«d with the Bel- 
gian puotMB, he eog^ed a place in thoir coach 
far tbe Femainder of the jonniey. 
. A diGHinitaiice occaned at Radieofane whidi 
was ptodnotire of rery diaagneable GoiiBeqii«icea ; 
tba eo^Mny of both vahielaa met at the iniit and 
«fdend oowlioM to be aeired np at the Mina 
table. The artiati, however, thought, that owing 
t* ow haiii^ agreed with the Tattniino to catar 
lot oa, (an eiTangenient I made in order to aara 
tnnUe«od im{KwittoB)i we were neither oo well 
■or .10 pletitifnlly aerred aa we wonld hare been 
bad we pud ibr oar repast aepaiately. Be that aa 
k nHy, titBt drinking cimioMly of the br-bmed 
MoBl«Pnlciaiio wine, the Frenchman became par- 
ticnlariy elBraled, and in ,pa»Mng throngh the kit- 
chi, ha obaenad aeraal Totlurini eating, drink- 
ing, and enjoying tbemaelraa. Upon thia be 
thoBg^ pnper to e^nae ear canaa, by r^troadi- 
iag onr fallow, and eompluoed ot (be scanty 
poctioo of omaiette wUdt had bean prondad fat 
na> High words and thnataning language f""*"?, 
•ad thia led to the common reeolt-'A scuffle. Oae 
of the Balgiaaa, a rery aiiirited and haaty tempered 
maa, atroek ane of the Italian! ; bnt an hearing 
the noiae, we hniiiad down bt.tha oambatanta, and 
ancceedad in raetoriag order amoagtit them for a 
time. Wa aaea afHr lauuBed oat jotuaay ; the 
aniaM and tbeirGraak'6iaBd wdking a few milaa 
MbdMena. 1^ «airiaga ab^ipad lo pick then 
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npat a solitary ledred spot, hr from tny hsUtittioii ; 
yrben Monrieur C — — , proToked at the MlAw^ 
snee^g and impertinent look as he p«Hed, broke 
tfae trace by itrikii^ one of ihe Tettnrini. InMuitljr 
we nil jainped oat, end tfaen ensned « ^nerel bat- 
tle, is which eyery one took {mrt, exc«pt (he tMto 
painter, who kept oU of die way in Mder t« tdce 
care of hi* clini aposa. We were, bowevw, ^Mty 
equally matched, die three Tettiuiai being jainad b^ 
our fettow-traTeller, who cowdered it qoiM a i^ 
tional qnarrel ; whilst en tl>e orinr aide, dw tw* 
artiste, the Gireek and myself, made eomaoa canas. 
Althoogh we had neiAer awonb nor fr e -arm*, 
tbanka to our stic^ and whips, there waa aoMS 
bloodshed. The Flwentjnee are not so Uw>^ 
thirsty sa the Romans, who generally carry slilettM. 
We were tims tar ftntnnate ; for had ear coae hm cB 
been nacres of ahmst aey ether pm ef half, the 
conseqnenoea might ban pT«f«d find ; and it fn- 
qnently ocenre in these caaea Aat tiie innoeent 
are the mfierers. So it was in tUa iMnmoe ; far 
tbe poor CanlieFe di Sao Leopddo did mot eertal*- 
ty deserve the fate henetwWi, belM^tbeenly 
neutral power, barii^ exerted his ntmost eadea^ 
ours to arrange the wi^anicaMy. WWefeaaea- 
h^ with his refraetery connwymen, and aieppiMg 
between tiiem and their mnagenfats, one «f the 
fmno', who bad been fleeted, and waa amned 
and stttpified by the Mow, te the aet «f ne*- 
TBiing bifl feet, instinctive^ bad reeoarae to tbe 
tdlima ratio. Laying ^oat him iadiBcriminateAy •an 
-friends and foes, he dealt out a tMttendoaa Mmt 
whli tiie bn^nid tff his irinp en tbe werd^ <•- 
Triibr'a head, wUch Md ^ea pan rf Ui einitt ; and 
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•a wriag Ihbi Wit Aen wu b iintenl oauatioa 
«f btwtilitiM— 'Uie ItaUuB bsniig by (hat lAmt got 
■n nnmer^Bl beating. Hm poor ladjr wbo wit- 
Beowd the mfiray WM in hyaterics in the anna of 
-W Imabuicl, and be hima^ waa almost as fright- 
oaed. Id the mean tine, we lud oar nnfonanaiB 
■ConpanioD in die eama^ bovnd np bia bead, and 
after mnch difficnlty, again praoeeded on ooi jonr- 
ney, intoHliiig to stq) at Toniniere. Unlitduly, 
kowe««r, we cosld not get accomiiiodation at tbe 
Jan, and were tbei«foi« (Jdiged to go on six milea 
fortber to Boob Conrento, where tbe great £m- 
jMror, Heiwy of Germany, wu poisoned by a monk, 
•ad where oar friend mig^t thiu have died in good 
AMipany I On our orriTa) a anrgeon and not^ 
jy were aoat for, to drea> die wonnda of tke 
MTaliare, and two of the Tettnrini, who ware 
■inch hart. I tlwwght onr poor friend intended 
to nulu hi* will ; b«t be wured that ceremony, 
contenting himaalf with having a procee-rerbal 
diawn npt eoBtaining the. depoaiti<Hi of witoeseea, 
in order that the neeeaiMT steps might be pn^ 
■Bed before the proper antboritiea on onr aninl 
niSeMu 

tint mauling, tbe first intelligeDee we beard 
was, that the prindpal aggressor in the afflay, who 
was a alnnger rettniiw tetoming from Rome, 
of .whom die others had hired extra hones tor the 
atei^ hills, had very jwUdooriy absconded ; and in 
omnderation of the remaining cnlpiita eocpreesing 
their Gimtiidon, and hariag hnmbty begged par- 
doa, the good natored cavaliere consented to 
foaeh all farther proceedings, althongh quite weak 
ud GiTKish, from the efieet of his wonnd, at tfaa 
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tltM. That WM MTlBiity T«r^ kind on ha putt, 
be In«ing ni0md sentnlf ; while we ^ran de- 
piired of his lird^ nlUea «nd >greeab)e conTer^ 
Mttioii, danag the ramaindBr o( the jonroey, al 
weQ u the Boeietf of the party in the other eoBch, 
who were compeUed by this ontoward oeconenee, 
lo ordw their meab in s Mpinrte room, or et^ M 
difieient inna, to smd the poaiSnltty of any fireeh 
colliaian. 

We beheld from a eonnderable distance the e*- 
lebnted Ttuoan city of Siena, ntoatad upon a 
riung gronnd, nunranded by hilla. Althon^ h 
^ not Hinsh to boaat of, bemg now in a atate «f 
decay, I propoied spending a day <x two within 
tti walls, to anil myielf of the oppoHowty of 
aedng enry thing whith it preMnied wmrthy of 
attention. I conumnced my enrrey widi the C» 
tbedial,' and closed it with the Andemyof FW 
Aita. The former is a Gothic edifae of eiupnltf 
richneiB,' crowded with ornament, ootside and in. 
ItH ancraned with dieeqneitd wotk of Uil^aAd 
white marble, designed by Giovanni da Pirn, bat 
ezecnted by natite ardiitects, and «dd to be pei^ 
feet of iu khnL The ^gtand altar, its gorgeod 
Oraamenti, tmA etdanuw of {Mrphyry, rinjtted ray 
■t t Miii — . 'rheroofi■rid^A«^M«)e«'hatga■- 
dily< punted and gilded; but I (hoag^t the sqnst 
cnpola and beUiy rather in had taMe. The noMuc 
pareHlMt ia alao orerdcme ;— jn abort, ihD aplrit of 
An c OTa tiwn is carried throoghont to too h^h a 
|Mtdk There are, howerer, »o«e designs in the 
inteiior of the drarch, (eepedaJly in ^e Otigi 
dl^I), poasBised ef merit. Among allien il 
cMtaiM^iMiiyadKinUo -atanwa^yBenEBl, and 
I S 



DmuteUo, aadMune excdlcM puatuga by Cd»- 
beM, Perag^o, and Carlo Mantts. The walk 
of the iar^ spartmeiit, c^led the lilimy, an co- 
vend wilh freMoes (deugiMd by Raphael, oad 
ttrooUed by J^tnnccio), npreeMitiDg Ae life of 
.XncM ^Hns, Bishop of Siena, a maa et nsck 
Celabrity as an aatbor aad a dipiomatHt, and wb« 
tilayntda became Fofe nader the mme'of I^ns II. 
I Hoarded them with inUnat, more particalariy the 
first of the aeriee, iriiioh ia ascribed to Rafdiael, and 
which is votthf of him in his beat days. I waa 
Mtonished by their freshneee of colooring. Jb 
point of boc^ diis library cmtaiM otAy a taiw 
illnminated missala, and, what is an ezbaMdinary 
wnament for aodi a place, an antiqne groap it 
the Giaeei, ia while maible, placed in rather a cmh 
tqucBons ntoatitn in the centre of the lalooB. 
TfaoBgh nuttilBted, it presnMa a perfect miioB of 
femiaine lordineas, with tmly Gredan digmty of 
•zpreauon. I wonld not recommend yonng artista 
to cbooae Sima as a reudeace, nnleas they wid 
to copy the dry stiff style of paintjng piactued by 
the early masters on die reTiral of tin arts. Is 
some of the specimens at the academy, a disegard 
«f perspectiTe is obaerfable ; and tfam ia ecaraely 
a single picture of excellence altbon^ it pamBsaii 
works of Cimaboe, Giotto Ma^iaritoai, SioKm, 
Balthazar, Ferazzi, and Marco di Siena. 

This dty has some essential points in its fitvowi 
lor it ia kept very clean, and the people appear to bo 
perfectly ciril, and well-dispoeed towuds atrangeca. 
Tbe Piana del Campo contmna half a dozen noble* 
men'a palaces, with pictured roofs and marble doors, 
that excite feelings of sadaew, as iudkaliTe of their 
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fermer idmdoar, lAich ose caiuurt leftiu frMD 
eamftnag witli their prweat dUtpiilated condidon. 
Nime of the atreets ran in a. Btraight line ; for tbe 
■Unre of the ground troold not admit of inadM- 
Baatacal precision being adbeied to, in the miginal 
plan on which the hoaeee wen bnilt. biegolKity 
is the only order obserrable ; all is «p and down 
Ull i and some of the lanee are like flints of staint 
irtiile odiers ran in a zig-zag form, — a circnm- 
atance which ia satuAwtorily aeconnted for, hy the 
nppositioii that Siena has been boilt npon the 
enter of an andent Tolcano, beii% ritnated on the 
trwneated lop of a tnfo monntain. Beeidee, geolo- 
girts ban pronoonced the soil for many milea 
nnmd to be vi^eantc. The popnUtion of diia jriaee 
^Wlenofffrmn 10(^000 to linle bmm than od»- 
fiflh of that Dombor. Many of the honaea an 
bo^t at brick corerad with pUater, ^ worn fw 
age, and which, aotwithatanding their antiqne Myle 
<rf architectnre, bare rather a naked ifipeannes. 
Siena poaseaaea a nnirenity and nnwenn,na well 
•■ aerwat literary and sdenti£c inatitBtiona. SoBW 
few Eagliih bnuliea, sttncted bydie dm(Hieaa tt 
lini^, and die pare Ttucan language of tlie inb^ 
bitanta, reude amongst them ; tot such dnll mtn 
Botonona qaarten an by no means to be envied. 

The coined tenitory of Siena, like Piaa, Luces, 
Panna and FenwB, Cwmed one of thoae petty r»- 
pnbKea, iriuch sprang np after each other, in Tns- 
cany asd Lombardy, in the interral left by the 
emmbling (tf greater powoa, after a long 9trag- 
-gle for liberty. These little commonwealths wen 
•qoally tmlKilent and nin. Tltey enjoyed the 
aame of liber^, but were ivled by some amUti- 
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MM dMW^jDgae, wboM great urn aeelavd to te 
to keep ^Km conctantty waniiig vnih eacb otbec 
NcTertbeloM, tbey flonnahed in the nutUt af pec- 
petnl hoatUitjr ; bearii^ a atriking rewmblance to 
ths cities of aociest Greece wbicfa may bo traced, in 
the PimBa aoA TloreMiaee hariiig affectedly iuiiat- 
ad the gallott Spartans and pofiihed AtbeniaBa ; aU 
tbragh Piaaaeted Lacedonon lessaaccessfnlly tha* 
Flm«nce did Attica. Tbe ndghbenriiood of Si- 
ena is not to be eompaied ti) Uiat of floraaee^ 
Aong^ tbe wmnes are as mnch famed for thnr 
beaaty, politeneas, ind die elegance of tbeu lan- 
goage, as dwMe of llie capita). Thronghont tbe 
Taican States, I bare seen many beantifdl pe»- 
mt girh, who geaeraily wear straw-bonnets of 
Hmt MTU nMnnfacttiTe, or black bats ftnd feetbert, 
with a eoHtnme which shows off dieir light aftd 
gvaeefal fwms to every advantage. Their cotu^ 
temaem are often lighted up by a glad feeling «f 
anjoyment. Tb^ br^iht eyes, and an intelli- 
gent, diongfa someirtiat caoiiiiig expression aboitl 
tba month, gire them a lively animated air, der 
void however of any appearance of seDsnBlity. 

Tbe caiwUere, who had also remained in order 
to recndt after his accident^ accompanied me from 
SiMn to Pt^jpbttara, where we sto|q>ed aH ught 
at a good inn, tbe last resting.plaee (or travellera 
from Rome to Florence, and idiichpresentaa very 
ftrnmrable specimen of a Tnscan albe^^o. Its krge 
apartments, with BtoBe.fleors and walls ir>f an en- 
ennoos thickness, ressders ibar interior inpov 
viooe U) the best, a very essential. ptHst in sumr 
mer, thoogh unfortunately not so \n& catoda^ 
ed to qterate agaiast tin cold of wutter. Few 
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of dw rooms haVe fin-placM ; and in Aom &utt 
imro diem, fires are leldoin ligbted nnlen tra- 
vellen order it, and while it ie preparing are con- 
tent to take shelter in the Icitcfaen. 

In Tnicany nothing can excel in beaaty tlw 
lisee of the horizon, the gentle inclination of 
the pluns, or the Boft ontlincA of l^ menntune 
which bound diem. Tlie valleya Maame die 
form of an arena, while the hills a^ipear to hare 
been cnt into terracea by some mighty and in* 
vinble hand ; and a peculiar dense i«ponr ii 
(rflen spread orer the more distant objects, re- 
moving all harshneM, and leaving the whole in 
varied and harmooioas beauty. I perceived, oeca- 
nonally, well wooded hills shnt in by the lofty 
Apennines, with here and there a handsome viUa ; 
and as we approached the Val d' Amo, the graee- 
All festoons of the rinee formed a still more mttrat^ 
tive object of admindon. The mode of cultivat- 
ing the vineyards in Italy, where the vines are 
Gained on trees in fields sown with com, tends ta 
present a mndi more pictureeqoe appearance than 
the scmbby little vines in France and Portugal ; 
bnt although the climate of Italy is equally fine, I 
do not believe that the Italian method of cnlinn 
tends to improve the qnality of the wine. On the 
contrary, I have generally foond it to be in an ii^ 
vetse ratio to the beauty of the vineyards. 

llie most romantic part of the journey, and that 
which afforded me the greatest pleasure, was when 
I first b^eld Florence from the aouth, with its 
towen, domes, and palaces ; and Eiesoloupon the 
mount beyond it I was then at a distance of 
about nx milaa, at the ti^ irf a steep bill, with 
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WWtd ud rock on erery tide. I iinmediBtelj' got 
mrt d( die cirriage, the betterto enjoy die fine and 
flxtcnnre prospect, u the winding rood presented, 
n erery turn, Twiety in the landscape. Shortly 
aAerwvda we reached Florence. On ,poinun^ 
out a frevco at the Porta Romana, my companion 
told me an anecdote relating to it. It seems 
dw Fterentinee were denrona that a celebrated 
Roman painter sbenld be invited from Rome 
to mvament some public hiuldingB in F1omiG«i 
On bia arriTsl at this gate, he made inqiuriee re- 
gwding the artist who executed it ; and b^sg told 
tfaat it was the woric of Fietro Cortona, a native 
of Florence, he replied, " If tiiat is the caae, I bare 
BO right to exerdse my pendl in a city which al- 
ready possesses so eminent a master." With this 
Tonark be left the place, and retraced his steps to 
Ae Eternal City. The caraUere happened to b« 
» Flonntine bimself, and here we parted. I fonnd 
Um a kind obliging man ; bat to my no email dis- 
■uy, be gare mea partmg salntatiMi, modi too cm^ 
tfal, iridch I wonld willingly have excosed. Thia 
practice ia not peculiar to Italy. In France, men 
very freqnently kiss each otiter on taking leare, or 
•a mee^ig after a long absence. 

On the Btrei^h of my friend's recommenda- 
tion, I went to the Atbergo d'Enropa, instead 
of Madame Homben's, where I had fomerty 
lw%ed ; but I bad reason, however, to regret 
die change, which was deridedty for tbe worse. 
The landlord's tarif of diarges was apparently 
moderate «ioogb ; but he evinced a diriiOMOt 
Aapoaition ; and the wahers aeumed quite ponied 
to ^ up a ooDsmon EngUsh breakfttt of tea and 
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Bggs. I diereforo resolTed not to try tbeir ^ia- 
nen, fearing tbese might prore eqoally bod, bnt 
went to an excellent French reatannttenr's on tbe 
Lnng Arno, where I discovered my first fellow- 

trareller in Italy, Mr T , at dinner. We were 

happy to meet agun, and talked over onr adven- 
tores, while enjoying our bottle of Marsala, a white 
Sit^an win^ extremely like paJe aberry, and which 
I found a most agreeable rariety, after tbe light 
Tuscan red wines, of which I had got quite tired. 

Since we p^led Mr T- had vitited Turin, and 

hia favourite Protestant valleys in Piedmont. In 
the evening I visited the Pe^la theatre, to witness 
an opma-seria. The honse is large and handsome^ 
and possesses a good orchestra. There were no 
fint-rate sifigera, however, and I thonght the ballet 
much inferior to that of the Cocomero. The 
Grand Duke, Lei^ld the Second, happened to 
be present ; I was gUd to have an opportnnity of 
peeing thie liberal yoang prince, who is the only 
Italian sovereign possessed of pi^nlarity amoiqat 
his sntfjects. The Tuscans are ranch in dread of 
blliug under die Imperial yoke, which will be tbe 
caae should the Grand Duke bare no male issue. 

The Academy of Gew^fili was, I believe, 09ft 
<rf the fiiat inslicntions, established in Florence for 
the eoconragemeDt of agricnkure, industry, and 
commerce, under the especial patronage of the 
Gnnd Dukes, who have now brought it to a very 
4onrishing state- It has been productive of essen- 
tial service m their own dominions, in promoting 
the coliiTation «rf the toil, and has served likewise 
W a model for similar aodctiea institntad on Iha 
same prindple in other parts of Italy, and arei in 
(jermany. 
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The indiutiioiu and mgenionB WtiBts in die Ttta- 
can States copy, in the inmt beaatifal maimer, 
Btatuee, vaaes, and other pieces of ecnlptare, from 
Ae beat ancient and nii>dem ntodels, in marble 
and alabaster. This IncratiTe trade they have ex- 
tended all OTer Europe, and, I am told, even to 
the new transatlantic republics, where a taste for 
the fine arts is beginning' to develop itself. Ute 
Florentines are also famoas for manntactming pliun. 
ullcB ; bnt, in woollen cloths, madiematical instm- 
ments, and some other brencbes of industry, they 
cannot compete with the English, either in point 
of piice or quality. It is pleasing to see most of 
the yonng women in the enTirons of the city 
bouly employed plaiting the deaciiption of bonneU 
90 commonly worn by English ladies ; and which 
are made of the straw of a kind of wheat cnM- 
rated in Tuscany (artato maneolatioj fw that pur- 
pose, l^iese girls hare generally a modest car- 
riage and a very graceful manner, good figures, 
regular features, and animated black eyes. I may 
be mistaken ; bnt I should be ^t to infer, from 
dieir appearance and industrious habits, and from 
their cleanliness of person and dress, that diey are 
strangers to that looseness of morals, or even le- 
vity of conduct, which most travellers ascribe t« 
Itsjian femalea of all classes. 

On one of those clear and cloudless December 
days, which we so seldom enjoy in our northern 
latitude at any season of Uie year, I strolled 
out to the environs of Florence. I could not 
help admiring the rich and fertile faima which 
were enclosed within a beautiful amphitheatre of 
hills, and canopied by an Italian iky of the de^ 
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est bine. The Tines, thoi^ stripped of tbeor 
Inxnriant foliage, formed tbe greater conbwt with 
the fhiit-treei, while they accorded well with tbe 
sombre hue of the oUve, and the dark evergreen 
of the aged ilex. After about an honr'a walk, I ap< 
proached a lofty building, resembling a fortress, up- 
on an Uolated bill ; which proved to be the Certosa, 
a convent of Carthusian monks of tiie order of St 
Bruno. Every one haa heard of the atrictnesa. 
the penances, the ri^d ascetic life, of (hose boly 
fathers, or of dieir brethren in the more renowned, 
Grande Chartreuse. Tbe recollections connected 
with that celebrated institation were quite enough 
to induce me to request, at the outer gate, per- 
mission {which was readilf granted) to visit the 
monastery. A pleasant, winding, and shaded walk, 
leads up to it; bnt the- fonnders have displayed 
more taste in tbe selection of a ute, than in the mat- 
ter of architecture. There is an air of stillness and 
religions repose about tbe Certosa which, to some 
temperaments, must have an attractive power of tbe 
most snblime and pladd nature. This village of 
hermitages is built in the form of a hollow square, 
within a space about a quarter of a mile in di- 
cnmference, containing some twenty habitations ; 
each with a study or oratory, a bedroom and kit- 
dien, with a small garden adjoining. The cbnrefa 
forms one side of the square, and is the most in- 
teresting object within tJie walls. Some good pic> 
.tures, by native artists of the Florentine school ; 
plenty of marble uid mosaic, adorn this el^ant 
place of worship. 

We were ushered into the apartment, or ceQ as 
it is termed, oi Don Fortunato, (all tbe clergy ia 
S A 
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Italy htre ' the title of Don), « renerkble-looking 
ponlyold man, clothed in white wooUen robeti, mA 
« Itmg fiowing beard, « abaTen crown, bat Iwrag 
IcM of the anchorite in bis appearance than conld 
have been expected. HIb conTenation dirongbont 
waa quite that of a man of the world. " Me ytf 
recche Loro son' Ingleee ? " • were his Srat worda. 
Having Batiafied him on that point, thongh iadeed 
he Heemed to take it for granted, he addressed me 
in the niOBt polite manner in my own langnage, 
which he* sp*^ very fluently, and kindly entreat- 
ed tne to take eome refreshment. He talked 
mnch more reepectfally of the English than fo> 
ingnen in general do, and showed na the cwdi 
tit a great many of that wandering tribe, who carry 
our national folly and renown to the utermost 
flomers of the civilized world. I obaerred in his 
i^artment a very tolerable litmry of Latin, Italian, 
and Engltsh boiaka, which inclnded some ot onr 
best classic antbora. He was particnlariy anxioiia 
to know the progreas of scienoe in England; 
talked on every snl^ect, from the Catholic Ques- 
tion (which excited hia liveliest interest) to the 
Thames Tnnnel, being quite enthnsiaatic in his 
pnuae of diat bold and novel undertaking. Oar pe- 
riodical literatnre, in iriiich he aeemed well vKfledt 
be deacribed as apirited and bstidions to a pitch of 
severity, but ingenious, and at times both instmctive 
and amusing. - This venerable Cenobite begged to 
act as my cicerone, and accompanied me to the 
chapel, ue cloister, and throng some of the cells, 
whidi were chiefly remarkable for their extreme 
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AMtnen and cleaoliiiM*. Voltaire, «pnkii^ of 
tbe Cuthmiana, aays, " diat tbey conaeoaM 
tlieir time entirely to faaling, aJleace, eolitod^ 
aad prayer, perfectly qtuet in the midst of a 
tamnluons world, tbe noise of which ecarca 
ftrer reacbee their eon. " The teatimooy of 
such an adrenary ia not to be deapiaed. Tlua 
mder is regarded by the Catholic Chnrch m 
tbe beat model of a pemtential and contemplft* 
tire ttate of existence. With greater anatwttf 
than ia pracUaed by tbe TOtaiiea of any other re- 
ligions body, they take a jmt Tiew of tbe ranity 
of human pleaanrea, fixing all tbeir thoogbta on 
another world, and contenting tbemselrea with 
their chapel and tbeir cell. In the midst of ro- 
mantic scenery, with a pnre sky above them, every 
day of their monotonous life ia past in exercising 
the same ronnd of retigions dntiea. Al^ some 
canvenatimi with the mmik npon a Tariety of 
10[dc8, 1 took leave of him, having receiFcd acoraial 
invitation to repeat my vint to the Certoea. 

Amongst the middling claases, in norencei 
owing to die beneficial effect of a wise and liberal 
government, a favoanble impulse has been given 
to national character, which baa had mnch infln- 
enc« in improving the moral condition, and in 
difiiising a spirit of inquiry and activity throughout 
tbe whole population. Thus tbe Florentines rank 
h^er in tbe scale of intellect than the natives 
of any other part of Italy. Even in viewing the 
loweat order of tbe peq>le, no signs of poverty, 
sqnaGd nusery or wretcbedness, are discoverable. 
Industry has been promoted, and continues to 
be enconnged by the influential and wealthy, from 
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As prinee down to the medmic Rcnoviwd 
for iti refinement, wealth, and learning — with » 
temperate and healthy climate— a Uognage conai- 
dered the porest Italian, free from any mlgar dia- 
lect — monoments of the aiU, which are callirat- 
ed with greater toccesa dian in any other capi- 
tal of Europe — a society composed of a patoi- 
Otic and polite nobility— Flfvence haa become the 
i«MMt of foreigner* diatingiiifihed for thek rank, 
or their lore of lh« arts and aciancee ; and wfaa 
hare flocked hither in aearch of imtioial amoae- 
menti uid oeefiil inttmction, whicli are h«re eaaily 
to be procured. 

When mancenveriDg mothen iail in their apecBr 
ktions at Bath or Cheltenham, they try Flormce 
or Rome, in hopes that the warm elimate <rf the 
aontb may atlmabte and inspire the liberty-losing 
aona of Britain with some of its genial ezcitemeii^ 
and indoce them to take compatnui on tbeir bir 
conntrynromen ia a foreign laiul. It is this perhaps 
which girea Florence so mnch the appearance of 
a fashionable English wateiing place, and rendera 
it less interesting to tntrdlera who love norelty. 
Still, howerer, I could not leare florence without 
r^ret, where bo many attractiooa are united, and 
which ia uniTers^y ^owed to be the moat polii^- 
ed city in Italy, 



.--„Googlc 



CHAPTER XIL 

TUSCANY CONTINUED, 

Ow tbe &A of December, I left Florence for Leg- 
horn, by a diligence or Ijgbt coad), which carriei 
four people, and ib drawn by ttro faoraes, wiiicb, 
vrith the cBrriage, were changed three or four times 
dnriDg the jonniey, but unfortttnately every cfaanga 
was made for the worse. However, ea it is Hm 
only attempt at a slage-cotich in the Tnvcan domi- 
nions, one must not be very faitidioni ; beside*, they 
drive quickly, and thus make up for the delay ftf 
abifting luggage, and the inferiority of the rehiclet. 
The road along the banks of the Amo ii very good, 
and offers some of the moat beanttfbl proipects of 
Italian scenery ; rach as tbe romanUc-looking monas- 
teiy of Monte Oliveto, on tbe summit of a bill near 
tlie city gate, and the villa Bicdardi, seen on the 
left of the road, which ie of magnificent architectore, 
and one of tbe finest conntry-booMa in tbe Grand 
Docby. In about an hour more we reached lbs 
small town of Laatia, noted as tbe central point 
iriwre Leghorn bonnets are made, a mannfacUre 
which seenu tbe prinripal occupation of tbe yonng 
women tfarongfaout Tucaay, nd one nfanirably 
2aS 
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mited to their neat and elegant appearaaoe.' Ilua 
is not the onl^ kind of indiutiy pnctised in Lastra. 
I BBW many people employed in making earthen 
Tsaes, bas reliefs, and omameuta for gardeni, in 
imitation of the ancient Etnucaa terra cotta tsms. 
The peasantry have a cheerfnl happy lo«Jc ; and 
althongh the country girls are not so handsome aa 
those of Siena, they dress very smartly, and con- 
vey a veryfaToniable impFesaioa of the inbabitanta 
of die VbX d' Arno. 

I arriTed at Leghorn in the evening. A Mft- 
port town is always a pleasing sifj^t to an Engliab- 
mao, and the more bo if be bas passed tome 
time withont seeing ships, or breathing die se»t 
breeze. L^om ia a place entirely mercan- 
tile ; the town is new, neatly bnilt, with regular 
streets, crowded widi people, having every i^ 
pearance of comfort and afSnence. The shops 
are fitted np like those of Portsmonth or Havre; 
and it is considered the most conimerdal port <rf 
the Mediterranean, being safe, spacious, uid well 
defended by a mole, which extends itself a veiy 
considerable way out from the land. Trade and 
indnatry present the same appearance of bostle and 
activity at Leghorn, which is termed tbe Liverpool 
of Italy, as they do everywhere; and scarcely any 
difference of nmk is perceptible amongst the inb»- 
MtanU. 

There is certainly no town in Italy which re- 
minds one BO much of England as Leghorn. Even 
taany of the veesete in the port sported onr national 
flag. After passing through its principal streets, I 
took a ramble beyond its walls into the coontry, 
Tlie immediate envimia are flat and beatjiy) int^- 
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^ened with sevenl rilku and coUagM beWngii^ 
to wealthy merchants, many of whom have dioeen 
■ to &c their reaidence npoa the hill of Monte Ne- 
ro, vhich ia conaidered the healthiest and mo^t 
•lerated epot in the neigbboorhood. Nor did I 
omit to Tisit the English bnrTing-^roiind abont 
half a mile from the town, where many a heavy 
pile of Carrara marble records the name of some 
rich and ploddii^, yet obscnre indi?idaal ; but I 
hastily turned amty from such gaudy monuqieut^ 
when I discovered the tomb of Tottias Smollett, 
which many a traveller has come to Leghorn for 
the poipose of visiting. The marble, plain and 
aasenlptored, which, in the form of a email pyra- 
mid, reeling upon a aqnare base, covers the re- 
mains of this celebiMed author, beers ample testi- 
mony to the veneiatitHi in whidi many of his en- ' 
thnsua^ admirers hold hia memory ; and which 
they have testi&ed by nnmerons inscriptions. Here 
there is likewise to be seen tiie tomb of Franda 
Horner, jastly celebrated aa aa eloquent orator, an 
eradite and enlightened critic, and a profonnd phi- 
loaopher. 

I^ pnrfeaserB of every religions creed are to- 
lovted at Legbem, and enjoy the free eserciae of 
llieir ewn worship. The Roman Catholic is the eg- 
taUisbed religion of the stale, as well as the most 
papular. There are many English and other Fro- 
teatants who have a chapel, and a ch^lain pud by 
the Factory; who are a wealthy and respectable 
body, and cairy on the greatest share of the trade' 
between this country, England and America. ' 
There are not fewer than 18,000 Jews in Leg-| 
honi, who hert^ ae in Leghorn, enjoy pecali^ 
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^fibgfli, cmn tbM «f boMng kadvd {mpcMy : 
a dMtmction niucb, iriien tbey do poaaeM, the; 
are very fond of Bhowii^. Their eysagogse is 
conridered one ot the fineit in Enrope, tho(^ 
it if^mnd to me inferior to tint of Fnnk- 
fwt. Theae people nre qnite pecnlur, even m 
their temple. Ahhongfa there ww HM^ier bay- 
ing nor Hlling when 1 ruited the interior, before 
I conld obtain egreM, I mti attacked by n nma- 
ber d men, women and children, all of wIteM 
claimed ■ometfatng for lowing what was appanoit- 
ly open to ihe pnblic. To get rid of their impor- 
tonitiea, I wae compelled in my own defence, as 
the only Christian among wo many Jem, to dia- 
tritmte araongat them the loom ailrer whic^ 1 had 
in m^ pniee, and wn exceeairely rejoiced when I 
waa allowed to make my eacnpe. The Greeks 
hnTo also a chnnA and coUege at L^boni, and I 
wa* told that even the Mahommedana hare, or 
had a mosqne there ; hnt I did not carry my cn- 
tioaity ao br as to ascertun tiie truth of thia re- 
port. 

I took a amaU boat one rooming, and rowed 
Mit a few miles on the tideleas Mediterranean. Se- 
Tend Teaaeli were then perfonning qnarantine at 
Mideto ; where the hsarettos are lai^ and cmn- 
modioos. I pueed near that of San Leopoldo, con- 
aidered one of the beet in Enrepe. Its wise ea- 
natory regulations afford ample secority gainst 
that dreadful scourge the pl^ne, to winch, if the 
most tigid precantioni were not taken, their great 
Lierant trade would necessarily expose diem. I 
landed at a lofty round tower, built on u isolated 
rock, aa a ligh^nse, about a mile from the sbere, 
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«Uah ike fVotch, witb cbaraiterialwBfltinty. ha^ 
begun lo imite with the land by a new ud reaUy 
DM^nificwit malei fbnning an outer hufaonr. Here 
I enjoyad a truly deligbtfol prospect from the 
b^ On the vut qtace of deep bine wMtere ef 
the Tycrhute w«, boonded by the horizon, I wir 
with much interest the islands of Corsica uid Elba 
From sndi a spot) it ia impossible not to recall 
thf ideft of that unazing maa, the wonder of onr 
age ; and while gazing on Coruca the land of his 
Inrth, on Italy the scene of his first militBry explaits, 
and a little farUier off, on Elbe, the reduced limila 
of big petty sorerfflgnty, I dmost forgot the mag- 
nificent view which my elevated station afforded. 
It comprised Leghorn and the aarrpanding coui- 
try, FisB with its It^ dome, and leaning tower ; 
and in the distance the Apennines of the Rerierp 
de Lentnte, backed by the snowy Alps of Red- 
mont, while the light morning breeze from the 
land, and a dear atmosphere, gave a moat powerful 
^ect to ^e imprassiTe scenery. 

Leghorn is not the place to look for any mona- 
ment of antiqnity or of the arts ; and a sbaager, 
who has nothing to do with commerce, soon gets 
tired of it, for he can find but few resources for 
the mind ; and if impelled by the stimulus of tra- 
vel, he will limit his stay to a very few days. The 
only public monument I saw, was a marble status 
(near die arsenal) of Ferdinand I., with four colos- 
sal slaves in bronze at his feet, forming a rery un- 
bvourable specimen of Giovanni di Boli^na's sculp- 
ture. Leghorn, howQver, affords a pleasing ex- 
ample to what extent enterprising sorer^gus can 
become benebcton <^ their country, sukce, oat of 
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W anprodnctiTe and nnhealthy manh, ibh floarisfa- 
ing port WM raised by the enterprise <rf the Mediet. 
Ilie Jewiflh qaarter ib rarely Ae seat of Tirttie ; 
and at Legliom, w veil as erery where else, it ia 
die filtlueat in the town. At the ezpenae of my 
handkerchief (of which my pocket was picked), 
I Tentored to riBit the coral manniactory, tot 
iriuch diii quarter ia bmotis. The stone is fished 
up near the coast of Sidly, and hrooght Irom 
thence by the Jem, who are extremely indnstrioiia, 
and tnoiH^lixB this hrandi entirely. Many of die 
alabaster rasee and finuea, hawked about all over 
Enrope, are also of their workmanship, and proT6 
• source of great wealth to Tuscany. The eztOH 
■iT« foreign commerce of Leghorn is, however, 
of infinitely greater importance, it being the 
only real free port of Italy, and the gniid depdt 
of foreign and colonial produce ; whidi is conse- 
quently told, for the consnmption of the town, at 
Gompar^rely a very cheap rate. Bnt the striclest 
aearch of all carriages, and eren of fbot-passai- 
gers, passing the gates, is rigorooBly enforced. 
While every thing is allowed freely to enter die 
town, nothiiig can be conveyed into the interior 
of the country, untQ a cnnsiderable doty has been 
exacted. I am told, however, that die utmost 
Tigilance on the part of the D<^;anieri does not 
prevent contr^iand trade. 

That part of the town in wbidi I lo^ed is cal^ 
led New Venice ; merely, I presume, firam its being 
intersected by a number of canals, which serve to 
transport goods from the harbour to tlw ware- 
houses of toe nerchanta ; for this is the only point 
of reaemUanoe which it bean to the " Qneen 4^ tba 
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Adriatic" In tbe centre ofthetowstlnre iaalarge 
■qnara, whence all the prindpal streets branch off; 
and at one end of which stands the collegiate 
cbarch, as little remBrkable for the architectore of 
its exterior, as the ornameDts of its interior. The 
Aeatie for Italian plays and operas is rather a fauid- 
some bnilding ; bnt dnriog my stay it was destitute' 
of perfomma — a circnmstsnce which of conne 
prevented me from visiting iL I hare not seen 
any coffee-bonses in Italy, not even those of 
the mnivalled Hazza di San Marco, more splendid 
than a Greek cofiee-bonse at Leghorn, which it 
elegantly lighted op in the evening, and appean 
to be very much resorted to by the varied inb^i- 
tants of the many trading marts, who are constant- 
ly visiting this great coramerdal emporinm. 

In December, the climate had begnn to assume 
a chilly character, with dear frosty weather, a para 
bine aky, and bright ennsbine, — a change which 
aagnred well for travelling. I, therefore, took a place 
in one of the vehicles that perform thejonniey re- 
gularly between Leghorn and Pisa, llie distance 
is not more than fourteen miles ; but the road is 
quite level, and the country on both ndes monoto- 
nooa, though pretty well coltiTated, bnt still siis- 
ceptible of gre«t«r improvement. We were scarce- 
ly three boon in reaching the depopulated and 
melancholy city of Pisa, which presenta a re- 
markable instance of decayed grandenr, and an 
illostration of the popnlar notion, that, by the 
constitution of things, kingdoms, like individuals, 
have periods of in&ncy, maturity, and decrepitude. 
Tboa|;fa at first an insignificant town, Pisa, by the 
force of coBimenwl induaby nod actirity, beome, 
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after the lapse of eome years, one of the most 
powerfdl and inflnendal cities in Italy. In tlie 
history of that cotmtiy it will be found to bare 
home a prominent part. While nnder a RepnbU- 
' can form of government, it was renowned for the 
rapid progress which it made, as well in arts and 
arms, as in navigation. It had acquired immeiiM 
wealth, and its inbahitanta coaseqnently possessed 
much power, and were, in their mennera and ciu- 
toms, dUtingnished for their splendour. Before 
the city was miited to the Dnchy of Tuscany, the 
population is said to have reached the nnmher of 
150,000 ; bat the disastrons iaflnence of foreign ha- 
Vita, combined with many other causes, at lengdi 
destroyed the energy of citizens, who, at one time^ 
were cbiefly celebrated for their stem pride and 
unyielding patriotism. This consummation was no 
donbt greatly caused by tbe establishment of a port 
at Leghorn, which drew to itself the vital interest* 
of Pisa, and gave a death-blow to its prosperity aa 
a city. The streets are now quiet and deeolatet 
and the population has been reduced to one-tentfa 
part of its former number. Tbe climate and the 
antiquities of tbe place are now indeed the only 
attractions which Pisa presents to the traveller. 

Tbe splendour of the palaces and otber edifices 
which Piea conttuns may be greatly attributed to 
the fine marble quarries which are found in its 
neighbourhood. It cannot, however, be said of 
these buildings, that the material enrpasaee the 
workmanship; for the quality of their archite<!- 
ture is generally as excellent as that of tbe mar- 
ble of which they are composed. This dty has 
likewise tbe credit which ariaes from the ftme of 
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baTing snpersilded the el^iant am to die otlier 
gloriei of Italy — or rather, of havii:^ reviTed a 
laste far them in the minds of the Italians. The 
Fisans derived their im prove ments in architecture 
and paiDtiog from the relics of Greek aiU They 
abaadoDed the barbarous atyle of the middle agea, 
and introduced die tasteful peculiarities of that an- 
cient school, which, for grace and harmony of pro- 
portioD .in its architecture, as well aa for (be purity 
of design, and richneaa of colouring in its paiotin^p, 
atood till this period unrivalled. It waa from Va* 
that a juat and polite taat« for the fine arts pro- 
ceeded to spread, in the comae of a few canHmea, 
orer the whole of Europe. 

The UoiTersity of Raa is second in point of ce- 
lebrity to none in Italy, except that of Favia. No 
place can be better calculated for the pturpoaea of 
Btudy, it is so perfectly (]aiet; and, enjoyug tht 
advantage of a mild and salnbnous climate, eep«- 
cially in winter, it ia well adapted for the resi- 
dence of invalids ; but it contained very few 
forei^ers at the period of my visit. I can ipia- 
gine that it is too dull and retired for the gene- 
rality of English who travel for pleasure : but they 
would, however, have one inducement to fix their 
abode there, in the high character for urbanity and 
eocjability of manners, which the Pisana justly 
boast of. A short stay enabled me to jndge very 
imperfectly of the literary institaiions or society 
of the place ; but I cannot refrun from expressing 
tny obligations to Professor Faoli Savi, director of 
the mnsenin, a celebrated naturalist, who ia re- 
markably attentive to all taarellera introduced to 
him. The learned Professor Itoaini is equally kind 
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to Btrangera. He is now bnuly engaged on a nev 
edition of Tasao, which will, from what I have 
heard, do credit to hia talents and erndition. 

The site of the Torre di Fame, which was de- 
molished some hnndred yeara ago, was pointed out 
to me. It is celebrated in Dante's Inferno, in the 
interestiog actTount given of the story of Ugolino, 
whom he finds, on arriving at the last circle of 
hell, with the other traitor to hie country, Roger, 
jmmnred in eternal snow. It is an historical fact, 
that Count Ugolino della Gberardesca, nsorped by 
treacherous means the sovereignty of Pisa, from 
vhich he was expelled by the more fortnnale but 
equally criminal Archbishop Raggim d'Ubaldine. 
lie tiiomph of the latter was disgraced by the 
horrible cruelty which he exercised towards hia 
rival and victim, whom he shut np, along with his 
four children, in the Torre di Fame, where they 
died of hnnger, amidst the moat excruciating ago- 
nies. From this dreadful catastrophe the edifice 
took its name. 

I visited the church of the Cavaliere di'San 
Stefano with a greater degree of interest, because 
it was built on the spot where this celebrated 
" tower of famine " once stood. It belongs to the 
knights of the military order of St Stephen, of 
which Cosmo L was grand master. This institu- 
tion is similar to that of the chivabous Knights of 
Malta. The members craised in galleys in tlie 
Mediterranean against the Turks and pirates, Pisa 
having been their conventual residence ; and all 
ronnd die chnrch, which is oniamented with some 
good pictures, and a high altar of porphyry, banners 
won from the Infidel are suspended as trophies. The 
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Kn^fata (tf St Stephen ue immenaely rid), and lira 
well. Hiey still poasees a lai^ estate in (be V&l di 
Chiana, between Are^a and Cortona, which waa 
, fonoerly an eitenaire morass, anbject to floods, 
bnt which tbey. conrerted into the richest arable 
land. This fertile and highly cultivated plain ex- 
cited my admiration when travelling through it, 
at well as tbe vine-covered hills, beautifully ra- 
rivaled with cottages, fatt<Hias, and " convents ot 
sober grey. " Sncb jolly knigbts are, therefore, 
(as may be supposed) never at a loss for the beat 
Aleatico wines, produced on their own property, 
which may be termed (be TaTonrite ■ea(of " Bacchoa 
in Tuscany." 

The Leaning Tower, the Campo Santo, the 
Cathedral, and the B^tistery, form a group of 
noble and interesting objects, each as eren Italy 
seldom [nesents elsewhere. Althongh without 
(be aymmelry and purity so much admired in 
Grecian edifices, (faey have each their respective 
beauties. The cathedral, surmounted by a cupo- 
la, ia a Tery fine piece of architecture, which caa 
neither be termed Grecian nor Gothic, bnt a com- 
bination of both, adorned with four ranges of an- 
cient pillars of difierenC orden, with round arches, 
rea^g on pilaatera ; and it was the first edifice ia 
which modem architecture assumed the beauty and 
regularity of a science. The bas-reliefs are not in 
good taste ; bnt the interior is spadous and elegant, 
and contains some valuable paintings by the old 
roasten. It ia also ornamented with fine mosaics, 
and the aculptnred marble columns brought by the 
Ftaaoa frem the Holy Land. About the middle 
9f Hw tweUth ceotory, the baptistery waa bniU by 
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Dimi B«l*i, & Mtite architect. Tbere u an octa- 
gonal font in tin centre, benntifdlljr scnlptared, 
nnd large enongh for tfae immersion of infnnts, 
W even of ndnlti, in bapttsm. 

Wben I entered the Catnpo Santo, I felt m kind of 
nwe pemde my mind, whicb I cannot describe. 
The Teiy silence of the place' teemed lacred. A 
eecond Volnef might leui on one of die anient 
tombs in tbis field of Mpnkbrei, and contemplate, 
instead of the mitiB of Palmpv, the veneraUe fres- 
cos of Giotto and Orgagno ; while the antiqnaiy 
and the scalptor would find ample scope for their 
researches, at erety step the^ took, in this melan- 
choly sanctoary of the dead, who repose amid the 
earth of the Holy Land— the soil of this sepniofare 
having been transported from Moimt Cftlrary by 
the Ksan galleys of the crasadMi. One of the best 
ftescos is an allegorical pictnre by Oiotto, which 
nny be called the trimnpti of death. There are two 
groups ;' in the one, poverty, disease, and fege, are 
■een invoking the welcome aid of the grim tyrant ; 
and, in tbe other, yonth, wealth, kb4 prosperity, 
Mem ehrinking from his approach io horror and 
draad. 

Few e^ces in Enrope have been more fn- 
quently described, or Km better known, than tbe 
Leaning Tower, or Campanile. Its magnificent 
Oothico-Morisco architecture, like tbe CsthednJ,' 
eased in black and white marUe, smronnded by 
Mgbt circles or rows of colnnns snppor^g archee, 
which gradnally decrease in their proportions as 
tfaej* approach the top, are well worth a minnte' 
inspection. Tbe tower is SOO feet high, and di> 
merges, toward* the east, upward of 13 feet fivm 
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tbe peTpandicalBT, b drcnnMtance which w attri- 
'bnteri, by some, to the fonodkuoa bBTin^ giren way 
goon aTwr the bnildicg was commenced ; and the 
architect having Cried tb« experiment of continning 
hit work, succeeded in maintaining the nmunal 
inclination thus giren to it by accident. This is, 
at all events, one manner of acconntiag for so asto- 
nisbing a phenomenon, which has now stood for 
many centuries, affording an evident proof of iu 
aolidity. TItere are others, however, who main- 
tain a contrary theory, asserting that the Towm 
mnst have beea thrown off its perpendicular by 
aome a(M;idental cause, long after its erection. In 
proof of this opinion it may be mentioned, that in 
one of the pictures in the Campo Santo, repre- 
senting the Life of S. Ranieri, this Tower is in- 
trodnced perfectly npright, bnt only seven stories 
in height, whereas it is now eight stories high. 
These pictures were begun about 1 300, being up- 
wards of a century after the Campanile 'was finish- 
ed. It is therefi»% probable that the latter opi- 
nion is correct ; and that the eighth storey, which 
rather inclines in a contrary direc^on, must have 
been added at a subsequent period, to act as a sort 
of coonterbalance to the accidental position which 
it had taken. A similar obliquity of position is 
noticed in other buildings near this, and, indeed, 
over the whole of Lombardy, evidently owing to 
the soft nature of the soil, in which water is found 
a( the depth of a few feet. The view from the snm- 
mit is remarkably fine, embracing the fertile hills to- 
wards the east covered with olive-treea, a great part of 
the Val d'Amo, and the vast expanse of the bine wa- 
ters of the Mediteirauean. The Amo flows through 
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I^ which, like flwmce, u faoilt ^leflr m the r^ 
bonk, and three fie« bridgn form the coBnuHaio*- 
-tion between the difiereut purts of the town, llie 
Long Amo, or spadoos qtnyi aloi^ ^ riTcri an 
omemented irith Doble cKUficei of be«Dtil«l ktcU- 
tectnre, chiefly built during; the time of the r«p«l>- 
lic. MoU of the atreeta are wide, atnti^ht, and 
well paied. Beaidea aevenl aocieDt aaoaBmeata 
«f the Gothic atylei svch aa the Hall ot Comnerce, 
wUcfa ia anpponed by pilaaten «f the Doric order, 
-where die ■aerchsnla need to MaemUe, there are 
the palaoee fbnnerlf belongu^ to the LaafiaBcbi 
■ad .the Lanfndncd fiuuliea, and many ethen ea 
the Long Amo. 



.--iGoo^lt 



CHAPTER XIII. 

sardihian states. 

Oir ^ 1 OtA DlMenihr I left Pin at mther « Inte hcnn- 
intbe Bfcernoon, in companf with two ro*ereDd &- 
there, who bad eng;Bg«d piscw in the ume rettwino- 
coecb for Genoa. Oar jonm^, at fint, hj lliroi^ 
afine plain, bordered aa nsual with featoom of tidb. 
Tbe gispea had lonf Bince been gathered t and 
dw beantifiil green of tbe olivei, and tbe lirelier bae 
of tbe ofange-treea, were almost •branded from 
oar B^t by die ehadea of twilight. A few boon 
drire <irtx an excellent leret cainage-road, witb 
tbe lofty chain of Apennines on onr right, and 
tbe sea on oar left hand, l»«tight us 10 dw small 
town of Hetia Santa, bekmgii^ to Tmoany, hot 
enrronnded on all tidea by the territory of Lncca. 
Camn is aitnated at a conriden^le distance from 
tbe high road, amonget die nonniaiin, the tops 
of which are perceited from itftw, having tbe ap- 
peonnce of being covered with snow, from die 
whiteness of the marble of which they are com- 
posed. I was rery denrons of aemng the qnarries, 
withont retinqnialuiig the acM which I had engaged 
in die TeUck for the tunainder of my joniney to 
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Genoa, ami set off in a cabriolet to nait tbat cftle- 
breted spot. I was touch gratified with the sight 
of many excellent modeli of aodeot and modem 
Bcnlptnre, ai well as of the immenBe qnairiea, from 
which the fineit marble in Enrope ia obtained, and 
which forms a most lacratiTe and important branch 
of commerce to the statd. 

I rejoined toy rettnrino companions nctxt tnom- 
ii^ at MassB, which is deli^tfuliy situated near the 
aea, and which, with its dncal palace and castle, 
forma quite the beanTideal of a petty sovereign's re* 
sidence. I am sorry to add tbat it belongs to the 
moat nopopnlar Pnnce in Italy, the Duke of Mo- 
dena, both territories being nnited. Lucca, the 
adjoining state, is eqnally small. It wm formeriy 
a republic, and has passed through several hands 
tunce tbat period. Napoleon bestowed it upon hia 
sister Eliza, called the Seaiiramis of Tuscany, who 
married Bacciochi, a soldier of fortune, and who that 
became a prince in bis native country, a rank for 
which be was totally iinfiL It is related, tbat when 
the Gonhloniere and some of the .principal peisoo- 
Bf^ of the capital were presented to bis new-made 
HigbnesK, being accustomed to republican. manners, 
they apologized for acquitting tbemaelves. rather 
awkwardly at court ; but Bacciochi put tbem qaite 
at their ease, by answering very good-naturedly, 
" In that case we must excuse qdo another, for I 
have been just as little in the babit of actiog tba 
prince, as yon the courtiers." This fortunate ad- 
Tentnrer is now enjoying his olium cum digniiate 
at Bologna, and is highly esteemed for his wealth, 
and the good nse he. makes of it. All.tbeteni- 
toriei of Lncca are. beautiful and fertile, prodncing 
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the fineat oil in Italy. The celebraMd batba, m 
mod) Kwtrted to in miinm«r, triwre tite tompei*- 
tan is cool and pleasanl, ue aboat tcren^ miles 
distant from the Mediterraaean. The conntiy 
lMtire«n the sea and the high ApeuDioe* of Mo- 
dena (along which wa travelled), forms tbc finest 
part of the Dnchy. The whole p<^nlation does not 
exceed 170,000. 

About no<»i we reached the ancient town of 
SsTzana, the first Geaoeae tenitoiy on the Riviera 
di Levante. Aldwogh we peaied throngh the do- 
minions of three or four petty princea we were 
not tronbted or delayed at the castamhouMs ; a 
few panh to the officers indncing them t» wxive 
their right of search. I got to La ^teBEia ear- 
ly enongh to take a boat, in order to enjoy a 
better view of the fine bay, which is conaideTed 
<me of the beat stations for fleeta in the Meditw- 
raneaa. The I^^bcI) erected batteries and sevwat 
fsrte at Ftorto Venere, die enhance <^ the golf^ 
which is commanded by the neighbouring hilla ; 
but these works being little wanted as a means of 
defence by the present soverwgn of the Genoess 
and Sardinian States, they have been salfered to 
Ml to decay. In the middle of the bay there ia 
an extraordinary spring of fresh water, which bub- 
bles np for several feet, and is snrronnded on all 
sides by salt water. I bad beard of this pheno- 
menon, and desired (he boatman to take me to the 
spot, where I tasted the water, ia order to con- 
vince myself of tbe foct. 1 retmned in the even- 
ing to a capital inn, where 1 observed one of the 
priests, my tnivelliag companion, order a sapply 
ef fine lira-fish to be pot np in a basket, wU^ h» 
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handed to the vettnrino ; a circamataiice which I 
UtribnWd to their making timely proriBion for a 
fut on the folloniDg day. 

As for u Borgetto, the road i« pretty good, 
though the aspect of the conntry it len fertile. 
From thence to Matterano we proceeded at a very 
alow pace, all the way Dp hill. A pair of oxen 
were reqaired to amiit in dragging op the coach ; 
but I preferred walking over those wild monntaina, 
which are barren, dark, and desolate ; very few 
inhabitaata, and acarcely any traces of cnl^ntion 
being viaible, with the exception of a few atnoted 
oliTC-trees, and poor-looking vines, which hardly 
produce any thing. On reaching the wretched 
village of Matterano, on the snininit of the Lign> 
rian Apenninee, we were nnder the necessity of 
atopping two honrs. Fatigued and hungry, I there 
found ^ advaatage of having with me experienced 
travelling companions ; for the albergo conld fur- 
nish nothing ,but eggs, soar wine, and bad bread. 
Tlie fish which I had seen stored up were soon 
produced, ordered to be fried, and proved a wel> 
come addition to tbe fore presented by aai host. 
My reverend friends bad also in reserve a bottle 
of choice Mnscat, all of which they most freely 
abared with me. 

We did not reach Chiavarri nntil nine o'clock 
at night, where I agun fonnd a comfortable inn, 
and, what I was anaccnatomed to in other parte 
of Italy, a bedroom to myself. 1 was tbe more 
surprised to meet with such accommodations on 
this road, as I had been prepared to expect the 
worst, from the infOTmatien of other travellers. 
The following morning, (he son rose in all bis 
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glory, u we were dririDg throng the beantifol 
arenae of ChUvarri, which eitenda npw«r<b of a 
mile aloDg; the beach, between two rows of poplars 
and cbeny-treea. We aoon diecoTered the pro- 
jecting Cape of Porto Fino, and while we enjoyed 
the bright rays of a clear winter snn, which tinged 
the neighboDriDg mountains, the spires of chnrdiea 
and convents became visible amidst hamlets and 
neat cottages, scattered npon tbe sloping hills. It 
happened to be Snnday, and the bells of the pa- 
rish church were ringing, for the pnrpose of as- 
sembling the congregation to witness the celebra- 
tion of the last mass, when we stopped at the 
village of Neiri ; which is one of tbe most de- 
lightful places near Genoa, and the resort of its 
nobles and citizens, who have their conntry-hoiises 
all along the road for muiy miles. Tba richer 
classes, however, repair to their villas on the Ri- 
viere ; and those of an bambler sphere hire apart- 
ments in the nnmerons esssini on the sntronnding 
hills. There is, indeed, a general partiality among 
all classes of the Genoese for the pleasures of vil- 
l^giatnrk and rural residences. 

I was enchanted with the first view I obtwned of 
" Genoa la Snperba, " with its gay villas, splendid 
palaces, and snbnrfas. It rises from a noble bay, and 
in the form of a crescent of terraces,' on the sloping 
dedirity of the Apennines — built as it were by en- 
chantment in a rocky ungratefnl soil, but rendered 
delightful by art, which has here overcome every dif- 
ficulty. This display of comnercial wealth and 
msfpificence, reared by national enteiprise, has co- 
vered with gorgeous palaces the once barren roduot 
Liguria, which now fonn, amid orange, lemon, and 
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olin-U«u, tlie DHMt brilliant pro^Mct. The oM 
natiTA poet! repnaented GeixMt m s " eelMtul 
pai«diM, Bunilar to tbe Elyuaa Fields, with p»- 
bces in which ut excelled naive, boase* of marbla, 
bilk covered with cedar, yinea, olives, and delt- 
noiu retreats on the shore, wheae saods shone like 
gold." The snbnrbs and villages extend for a 
dosen of miles on each side of dw Ririere di Le- 
Tante and Pooente, * as the coast from Pisa to Nice 
is called. Tbe bracing parity of its atmoepbere, 
the gentleness and gaiety of its women, tbe acti- 
vity and intelligence of its mta, render Genoa die 
envy of even Naples itself, notwithstanding that the 
lattor boaMa of the more romantic snblinity «f ila 
scenery, and its classical aseodations. A descrip- 
tion of Genoa, its palacaa and buildiogSi would 
fill more space than I can devote to it. 

As ray fellow-travellen were te remain a few 
-days in Genoa, we went togediw for the pnrpose 
of viuting what was moat worthy of altenUoa. 
We commenced with the three snpeib streets call- 
ed Strada Nova, Sbrada Balbi, and Strada No- 
viasima, which are broad, well paved, and, fit for 
the reMdence of die principal nobility, who here 
have their palaces. Moat of the other streeta are 
narrow, ateep, and iBopracti cable for any wheeled 
vehicle, owing to the ineqoality of the groand on 
which tbe dty is built. There are few private 
eqnijages, and the public coaches are confined to 
the cenUa of the town, aa they can mily ptae 
though the itmeb which croas it fi'ora east to 
weaU The fbttific^ons are vtrj extenuve, form- 

' EaM aud Wut COMts. 
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ing a ciitnit ef twelve miles from the sea to tbe 
■tuomt of tbe moDBtain. Besides the outer line of 
(tchnce, which sammnds (he town, diera is sn in- 
ner line at tbe gates, dividing the old part of it from 
tbe BOW, where the handsome streets commence, 
A sncoession of fine hnildings extend along the 
shore. The faonsea are elegant and lofty, rising one 
aboTe the other on die sides of the hills, and forniiDg 
an amphidieatre fi«m tbe mole, which defends the 
harbonr. The many forts, lamparts, bridges, and 
batteries, towards sea and land, gire Genoa the 
appearance ttf a strong place, particolarly on the 
western side. It has indeed anstained soTeral ai^es, 
and wse tatcMi towards the close of the war by the 
English forces, to whom it capitalated after the 
ootworks had fallen into dMir hands. Be it re- 
marked, however, that die principal daose of the 
capitalatiott was violated : oRmely, that Genoa 
should either be free or taken under the protec- 
tioa of ^e English, but not given np to Sardinia. 
To avoid this latter hxe, the Genoese had resolved 
to bnry themselves in the mins of the city which 
they defended. 

The two Dnrazio palaces are justly considered 
dte most magnificent in Italy ; one of them is ce- 
lebrated for its fs^e, court, and terraces — the 
former of the finest msrble. Tbe most remarkable 
part of its srchhecture is a splendid staircase, sup- 
ported by a triple row of beantifiil martde piRan, 
which give this princely remdence a ^ry elegant 
'OdiBCt. Tbe Palaaw MsrceUin Durazao, oontuns 
a valmble colleetion of p^tingi, to which we ob> 
tiUned admittaiiee widi tint libwat spirit of nrba- 
■ity wbid dbtingwafaea the n^Hiity of tim covin 
2_c 
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try. Erery cicerone onght to bare a tolenble 
knawledge of tbe fine arts ; bnt one would not ex- 
pect a MTvent to be able to deacttit npon tbe me- 
rits of painting and acalptnre. I was tbwefore not 
n little ainiued to bear tbe oistodio of ibia palace 
^ve not only tbe namea of tbe difierent maotera, 
but an account of tbe anfajecla of tbe most celebnt- 
ed pictures, in a manner wbich showed, that be 
had dMisiderable knowledge of mythology and bie- 
tory ; and I conid discover, from the answers be 
made to sereral qnestions that were pnt to him, 
tbat bis lesson was not merely got by rot«. ' One 
of tbe finest works I saw was an admirable Ireeco 
by SolimSne. Tbe subject is tbe dead body of 
Hector draped at tbe triumphal car of Achillea. 
I ought, however, to rank before it, a Magdalen 
wasbiog the feet of our Savionr, which is conu> 
dered Paolo Veronese's masterpiece, — althongh the 
same tiling is said of at least a dozen other punt- 
ingB by this artist. In another room there are 
three excellent Lnca Giordanos, and several Spig- . 
nnoletos, particularly a Saint Gerome, his faTonrite 
subject. I also saw several fine pictures in tbe gal- 
lery by Genoese artists of great merit, but whose 
names are little known oat of their own imme- 
diftte sphere. The largest of all tbe splendid pa- 
laces here, was once the residence of tbe celebrated 
Andre Doria, Doge of Genoa ; but whose descen- 
dants have entirel y qnittedifa is city, preferring Rome, 
where they enjoy tbe title of Princes, and possess 
four superb paJazzoe. The situation of this mag- 
nificent edifice, ite grand view, galleries and ter- 
raoesi make it still the most remarkable of all the 
fine stmclnrea belonging to the G^oese aristo- 
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crac^, iodependentty of the halo it derires rrom 
the recollectioD of its Tenemble fouDiIer, and the 
historic laitre of his celebrated descendants, la 
the Strada Nuora the Palazzo Seira has a saloon, 
lined with splendid mirrors from the ceiling down 
to the floor, Dinltiplying the objects reflected from 
one to the other, so that the spectator imagines 
himself in an intenninable hall of lapis lazuli and 
gold, with which the rooms are richly ornamented. 
The ceiling represents a Genoese victory over the 
Tnrks at sea, beautifully painted. If this- saloon 
were lighted np, I can imagine the effect to be 
much too dazzling for the eye ; but this must 
happen very rarely, as the nobility here lire in s 
rery retired manner, seeing scarcely any company. 

The squares are irregular, particularly the Pi- 
azza Aniorosa. The principal one in the city 
has the same defect. It is called St Annunziata, 
from a church which stands on one side, and 
which was built by the fiunily of Lomellino. This 
church exhibits an unsightly ezterior, but is very 
rich in painting and marble. It pomesses only 
one excellent picture — the Last Supper by Corre- 
gio. 

file advantageous commercial situation of the 
capital of Lignria, with its barren soil and limited 
territory, compelled the citizens to direct their atten- 
tion towards the Mediterranean ; and the resources 
which arid mountains refused them on shore, were 
fully recompensed by an extensive maritime trade. 
Large capitals were speedily realized ; its harbour 
became the depdt of goods from the Levant, Africa, 
and Spain ; and aUhough not very remarkable 
for the extent of its shipping at the present day, 
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GeniM U (^l considered aa the ricbeat in«rcaDtila 
emporinm of Italy. As trade increiiaed tbe bank 
of St George was set on foot ; and the Genoeaa 
wwe, tbroDgh its meana, enabled to act sb tbe 
bankna of Europe, lending their money to foreign 
goTeronieDta, and eatablishiog factories at Lisbon, 
Cadia, and other principal commeroial cities, while 
tbey performed bnsinesH as consignees and sgenM 
for die meTchante of all nations. Even the prond 
patricians did not disdain to risk their fnads ia 
trade, or embark in specnlations which offered the 
proapect of Incrative returns, provided they coald 
by any means promote their own interests. The 
Genoese hear a high character for intelligence, 
ahrewdnesB, and iodnstry. The lore of pleasnra 
and af extraragance were nerer so conspicuoos with 
them as with their rivals the Venetian nobility, 
who were always notoHotialy devoted to sncb rain- 
ouB pnnaits. This commonwealth floniiehed for 
numy hundred yean ; but after resisting Heveral 
•hocka, it eTenlnally declined. Its noble* and ci- 
tizens became lew patriotic ; until at length, and 
about the same time, the wster repahlica of Ge- 
noa and Venice were overwhelmed by the power 
of Buonaparte. 

The Piazza Bividit is the most frequented quar- 
ter of the city, and there the merchants and ship- 
capiains transact business. The lar^ and hsnd-. 
•ome bailding called the lioggiu, supported by 
marble colomBs, was formerly the Exchange, bat it 
is now open to every one. Adjoining the harboar 
there is a very extensive range of warehoiuKe, 
walled round dose to the cnatombo&Bei which 
wa* once the ndiaaal bank of St GeMge, bat ii 
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now occapied m the Porto-franco. Here all fo- 
reign gooiU are deposited', without iDcomiig dut]r, 
notil t^cen oat for bome-coDsumption ; and eren 
dien the charge ia iDcoDfliderable. 
. Very few natives are employed as porters in th« 
Forto-francos of Genoa and Leghorn. A hardy, 
nimble race of men from Bergamo, supply the place 
of the Genoete and Tuscans — a preference they 
owe more to their strength in carrying amazing 
loads, and their indoatrious fmgality of mannera, 
than to any other canse, slthoagh it has been al- 
leged ^t the common people are so sunk and de- 
graded as to render them onworthy of die meanest 
employment from tbur own couDtrymen. And 
here I may remark, that from the circumstance of 
certain clawes heing excluded fronii the Porto- 
franco, an English traveller has drawn tbe very ab- 
surd inference, diat it was owing to their pilfering 
propensities, Tbe fact is, as I imagine, that tba 
Bergamesque portera are employed in Genoa on the 
same principle that Gallicians ore employed in Lis- 
bon and Madrid, or Irish chairmen and coal-heavera 
in London ; and this intelligent and talented writer, 
in ascribing the ez<ilosion of femajes and soldien 
from a pnblic commercial establishment to a »n»- 
picion of their honesty, might have accounted for 
it in a more natural manner, by supposing, thM 
having no business of their own in such places, 
their presence wonld tenil to retard and impede 
that of the public. 

Although the Genoese compliun bitterly of tbe 

great Congress at Vienna, they have certunly 

gwned, in some respects, by an union with the 

kingdom of Sardinia; for their Tessels now trade 

2 C 2 
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willi tbe old SfMniiii and PortaguM aHoiuea, 
and their flag u respected hy the Bwbci; powers^ 
wlio lued to cnrb their narigation bo mnch ia 
former tiiDea. Thnt the wealthy people here, who 
•re erer anzioiu to eitend commerce, and em- 
floy their capital adraDtageonaly, are now be- 
coming reconciled to the loaa of political independ- 
eoce, when riiey find that their intereat i» ad- 
vanced, in Bome measnre, even thoogh their coun- 
try be d(^;raded by each OMtdoct. 

I riewed the Daraina or aiaenal with little inte- 
net, for alUKHigh it contains aome good docki 
Cor hnildiDg Bbip« of war and galleya, there wers 
oaly two galleys in it. The nary ia conpoeed of 
three rery fine frigatea, a hw correttea and smaller 
Teesela, manned by GenoeaS) who are said to be 
the beat aailora and narigators in the Medite^ 
raoeMi. The harbonr ia exoetleM in many respecti, 
aad ia protected by two molea, on the extremity 
«f which are ligbthoaeee, the entrance being b^ 
tween them. Further out is ntaated the lai^ and 
«OBiiDodioiH Lasaretto. When I aaw it, a nomber 
«f reaaels of sU nations were peiCnrning qnaran- 
tine, while the inner harbom* waa crowded widi 
tta^ng craft belonging to the saironnding potts. 
The view of the dty from this pcnnt is truly mtf- 
^ficent. The walls of the boosea and palaces are 
generally painted of different colours, with flat 
nob, on many of which are terraces, widi flower^ 
pots, tike aeri^ gardens. The nnmeroos fine sptrea, 
ishnrohes, palaoea and convents, extending several 
miles along the shore, and giadnally rising in tba 
form of a crescent on the sloping sides of die 
4utls, have a ^landid edfect. 
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Aa to tlMBtTM, G«BM was wona <£ Ate any 
mm in Italy, till the naw one was bailb Ta 
jndfe from what I have teen of the exterior of this 
bniidi^, I abonld ima^ne it alnoat eqaal in aiaa 
to Corent- Garden, and not much infMior to the 
Mtgnificent La Seals at Miltm. The theatre at 
San AgoaUna ia badlj coaatnictMd, poorly dec»- 
tated, and tbe parfonnwa are very inferior. The 
King haa a theatre for Italian eoraediea attached 
to hie palace, which he treqtienta regularly erery 
eraning. Yet, notwithstanding the new era intro- 
&tmd by Ooldoni and Alfieri in cootedy and tafr 
gedy, the Italian theatre is atiU in a low atatv. 
Many of the moat popvtar pieces are merely traa^ 
luiaaa from the n«Dch and German, which |deaaa 
the pnblic taate more than their national original 
ibuDta ; and what the many-beaded moneter pr^ 
fare mnat be performed. 

If Genoa fau not been miwepreaented, it ie s 
diaaolnte city, for there hixary haa not merely at- 
tained ita Bcm&t bvt ararica ia aud to prand 



' Uomim smm more, t ibmm tetum 
vergotpui." * It abonnda, howerer, with hotpi- 
tals, chvrcbea, and charitable inatitatioua, " ^oae 
tatnts pierce the akiea, rad, like so many electit^ 
eal cond«etoia, arart the wnth of Heaven 1 " 

Tbe Albergo dei Povari is one of the beat aa- 
nng«d hospitals I hare seen abroad. It combinea 
(be two objects of a workhonae and a hoase of cor- 
rection, where mwe than a Uionsand poor people 
of both sezea, and nearly twice as auoy oqrfiaat, 

■ Hen wittioMt honour, sod wumia wittuml modatjr. 
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are immded with food and sbeltw. There is Bira 
an iDfirawry for Uie sick and aged when unable to 
work, while the yottng and healthy aie k^t con- 
Mantly employed ; the boys and girls being broaght 
np to some trade. A warehouse, well stored with 
the prodnce of their labour, remains open for the' 
inspection of the pnblic, and for the sale of diffe- 
rent articles of their mannfactnre, a part of ilie 
price being allowed them as a recompense, as welt 
as a stimulus to industry. The building is very 
la^e, and is situated in « healthy elevated part i^ 
die town, with a handsome church in its centrei 
which is so admirably and ingeniously constructed, 
tiiat every inmate of the hospital may, from their 
respective wards, see the performance of maai, 
and enjoy the bene6t of divine service. The cha- 
pel contains two fine pieces of sculpture, a dead 
Christ in alto relievo by Bnonarotti, wordiy of 
that great artist, and a Virgin of the Assumption 
by the celebrated French sculptor Puget. Aban- 
doned and destitute females arrested by the police, 
are sent to this institution, where they find an 
asylum, a separate part of ^e edifice being con- 
TMted into a spedes of Magdalen or Peniten- 
tiary. These unfortunate creatnree are well, treat- 
ed, and encouraged in babita of industry; but 
they are not suffered to have any commnnict^ 
tion with the immoral part of the public, or with 
the other inmates of the Albergo. The revenues of 
this hospital are partly derived from the Go- 
vernment ; but they chiefly arise from the chari- 
table donations of wealthy individuals, amongat 
whom many of the most illtutrions families of the 
republic stand conspicnoiu. Slatnea have been 
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elected in tbe clmrch to record audi liber&lity and 
benevolence ; and I obaerred the names of Doria, 
Fieschi, Spinola, Baibi, and other Doges, in the 
lilt of benefactors. 

I was uDtier the necessity of visiting the Dogei't 
palace, orrstherthegoTemment-ofiices, into whicJi 
ithas been converted, in order to obtain my passport, 
which was handed to me duly signed, on payment 
of twelve francs. I conid not object to pay ^ia ra- 
ther severe tax, which it seems bia Sardinian Ma- 
jesty exacts from every foreigner who enters bis 
dominions, as I considered it fair enough that w« 
shaahi pay for the privileges tve enjoy in foreign 
connlriea, according to tbe discretion of their laws, 
«nr visits being perfectly optional. There an 
•everal handsome halls in this ancietti palace, if it 
deserves to be so called, for it was rebailt abont 
seventy years ago. Tbe council-hall is the largest, 
and is ornamented with a number of statues. IIm 
walls and ceilmg are covered with frescos, repre- 
senting some of tbe rooet interesting events in tbe 
history of the Repnblic. There are three pictorea 
in this hall by SolimSne; one is tbe landing of the 
illuHtriouB Genoese, Coiumbns, in America, a very 
admirable spedmen of tbe Neapolitan school. All 
of them have tbe vividness of coloaring, boldness 
of design, and wildness of expression, which dia- 
tinguisb tbe productions of Salvator Rosa, Spa^ ' 
nnoleto, and Santafede. The saloon, where the 
select Council of Ten used to assemble, was crowd- 
ed with people wai^ng to leant the results of > 
ballot for conscripts — a coatom which is umilar to 
balloting for the mili^a in England. The Pied- 
montese troops on garriaon-dnty keep ap dn 
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Strictest discipline ; and initances of any disputes 
between tbem and the inhabitants are of very rare 
occnrrence. One of the regiments of the King's 
goards, a reiy fine body of soldier- looking- men^ 
is always quartered here. Their uniform is the 
•anie as that of the French Garde Rnyale. 

By a pleasant walk along the ramperta which 
are cohered with gardens, I came to the district 
of Carignann, a high hill between tbe fortifications 
and the sea. From the lofty dome of the church of 
Carignano, dedicated to the Madonna, I bad one <if 
the best views of the city and snrronnding country. 
This beantifnl structure waa erected by the Doble 
femily of Santi, at an expense of several millions 
of liri. The drcnmstance to which it owes its 
origin is a characteristic proof of the pride and 
wealth of the Republican Patricians, as it is Btad 
to bare been erected from a pique between two 
ferailies, or rather the ladies of the families. The 
Signore Sauli had long been in tbe habit of hearing 
mass at the chapel nf a nelghboaring nobleraan ; 
but one day coming later than uaoal, the priest had 
alreadycommenced service without waiting for them. 
On their return home, they naturally complained 
of this want of courtesy to their father, who in- 
stantly resolved to take a noble revenge, by build- 
ing and endowing a church for bis own family on 
the adjoining hill. After this edifice was complet- 
ed, he ordered a splendid bridge to be constructed 
across the Street di Servi, connecting the two op- 
posite hills, and the arch of this bridge is one of 
the boldest and handsomest I have seen. Thus 
the story runs ; but I do not vouch for it, although 
confirmed by no less a person than the sacristan 
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of the Church of Carignuo. The more correct 
opinion probably is, that the church of Sanla Ma- 
ria in Carignaao, was bniit in obedience to the 
wUl of Benilinellt Sanli a noble Genoese, and that 
ita magnificent bridge was erected b^ bis son. 

Religious ceremooiea are perfoimed at, Genoa 
with great iplendonr. I was present one day at b 
grand featival in the Church of St Ambrogio, be- 
loD^ng to ihe Jesuits, where the King of Sardinia 
and several of the princeaeeB soon t^iertrards ar- 
rired, in honour of the 4:erenioa}r. His Majealf 
appeared to be a good-natured old man, with- 
out the least expression in hia cotuteoance, or 
die slightest indication of iatellect. The Conrt 
resides here half the year, and the other half at 
Turin, — an arrangement which, while it renden 
the King popular among tba Genoese, has esdted 
the jealousy of his Piedmontese suhjecta, who seem 
to think that he gives them too little of hi* com- 
pany in hia hereditary dominioos. 

I dined at a Tratoria, for the express pnrpose of 
tasting the natioad dish ao well known to all gaa* 
tronomes by the name " Rahiole." Like iJm 
" olla podrida " of ihe Spaniarde, it ia oompoaed 
of a great rariety of ingredients, so judiciooaly and 
akilfnlly combined, as to form an ensemble worthy 
of the delicate palate of the most fostidions epi- 
cnte. The Genoese kitcben is quite in the Sooth 
Italian style. Oil ia very much used ; nor is gar^ 
lie spared. The markets display an abundant mf- 
ply of excellent meat, ponllry, fniit and vegetai* 
bles; but with respect to fish, I think the proverb 
of " Mare senza peace " * is pretty correct, whan 
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applied to tba Golf of Genoa, ftt leaM 1 bbw na 
^h of a Baperior descriptioa at any of the pUcM 
where I dined. Eveiy one has heard of the 
Maccarone of Italy, the greater part of which 
is made at Genoa, and trom theoce expwted ail 
over Enrope ; and it ia a pleunre to see the shops 
where it ia sold they are so tutefnlly arrangBd ; 
every shape and size of largne, fidele and venai- 
ceUe, being displayed to attnict cnsttHOMB. Tba 
Genoese derive a very lucrative trade from these 
pastes, the sale of which enahles them to levy an 
anniial contribation on every town in Italy. 

It ia impossible to travel in Italy witbont mak< 
bg some obaervatiiHia on ite religion. However 
much attached (me may be to the Proteatant t§ixb, 
M>me allowance must be ipade for the Batnral bias 
of others in ftvoor of that creed, which has been 
handed down to them by their &thera. It wonld 
be a nice point to determine, whether Roman Ca- 
tholica or PToi«Btanta are moat eiclnslve in tbeif 
principles. Lady Morgan says that all religions are 
eqaallyso; and thatitmatten not whether StFeter, 
St Psnl, or St Sophia, be the metropolitan charch; 
as all Catholics, Froteatanta, and Mahommedans, 
are alike bigoted and exctoaive in their taith; and 
had they Uie power would atill peraecate each 
otberwithaamnchranconraatheyd^ intimeapast. 
I confess that I have heard jnst as liberal aenii- ^ 
menta on religiena U^ca, and even on doctrinal 
points, expressed by well-informed priests, as by 
En^^iah tugh-churdi-meii ; and dorii^ my stay at 
Genoa, I became a«]nainted wiUi the learaed and 
ingeoioas Abat£ S • ■ * •, the author of some 
erndita works, whom I mention as an inatance 
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of Kbenltty, haring been mndi pleaned wMi his 
able rmsoning in regard to tbe cerenxmiei of the 
Catholic Cfiurcb. One day be was kind enough to 
accompany me to see the cathedral, during the 
edebration of high maeSf and good-naturedly Ks- 
tened to my varioRs objections as to the nnmber 
of pictnrea and images in churchea, the many ce- 
remonies) the Latin ritual, and, fimdly, the snper- 
BtitioBB of Popery, contraated with tbe pare and 
more simple Protestant mode of worship. In re- 
ply to these objections he mildly set out by al- 
lowing, that be sbonld probably be more inelined 
to become an iconoclast, ^an an advocate for 
pictures and images in chw^es, notfrltbstanding 
that be appredated them as the snblimeet sped- 
mensofpaiDtingandaralptnra. " Still, " said be, ''it 
is well known that these ought only to be toobed 
npon with that feeling of awe and respect whicfc 
a funily-ponnit inspires ns with ; recalllog to oor 
recoHection tbe TirtDes of a beloved and lamented 
fa^er, wife, or child. Unfortunately, it is tme, 
snperstitionsand ignorant people may be apt to cany 
their veneration too &r ; kning sight of tbe saint, 
which an image merely represents, and traBBferriBg 
Am devotion to tbe inanimate aUme ; but from the 
carlieet times, the temples of the Deity hare been 
deeotat^d with each adventitious wds, which, from 
natural associatioM, cotd^r a greater degree ef fer- 
vour on the devotions of the people, heightening 
their faith and Mol, when comUned with the other 
externals of a snblime farm of worship. " 

He jocularly added, that " Cathoticism may be 
called the comedy, uid Calrinism the tragedy, of 
ReHgloii : the former is w anti^tnty, and respeeto 
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lis antiqnitiea ; bnt tbe latter bim strqiped it of 
«T«ry Utnctire pleunre to the seoaw, with atnis- 
t>ken zeal wortliy of ila refoitnera. These liATiog 
neither heart nor eye for beauty, commeDCed with 
the desteuctioa of tbe venerable buildingB of their 
fbrefuhera. Eitendiog their Bacril^ious fary with 
H little relactonce to the fineat Madonnu of tbe 
old masters, as they had already evinced wbea 
■boliehiag the most splendid statoei, without the 
sligfateet regard for their excellence as monnmenla 
of art, they discarded from their places of worship 
all that was most delightful, eren insbiuuenlal 
music; as if anxious to obliterate, with eyery out- 
ward form and ceremony, every iraceof antiquity; 
and their deeds are therefore recorded in the pages 
of history with di^race. In tracing the origin of 
any sect, " be coDtipued, '.' we find ourselrea 
at^ped as soon as we come to the author of it. 
Catholics usee thetn up to Christ and hie a- 
postles, from St Feier, tbe first who filled the pa- 
pal chair, through a long and regular soccesuoi) . 
of Popes, governing the Church, each, in his turn, 
as he found it established before him. When we 
anire at the Reformation, we find Luther, Calvin, 
and a variety of other founders of sects, forming 
separate comniDnions, broaching new, or reviving 
old exploded doctrines; bnt here the chun is 
broken, . and the ancceBiion stops. Before that 
date, we can trace nothing to guide us, as to tlw 
new articles of faiih then introduced. We must 
therefore suppose, that, until that time, there was 
no (me Church of Christ subeiatmg on earth t for 
if, there were, the reformers, by startiiq[ a oew 
•act, f(wsook and renouQced it ; and if there were 
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not, then the lie is giren to the creed, which had 
proposed, m en abject of belief, ■ thii% that did 
not exist. I am of opinion, that it is impomible 
to argue any one into a belief of trananbstantia- 
tion, or to compel it by the weapons of polemicid 
warfare ; bat those who neither doubt consnbstan* 
tiation, nor the doctrine of the iHotty, both of 
wbieh are mysteriei as difGcalt to be conceited, 
need not hesitate in assentini; to the doctrine of 
the real presence, althongh it can neither be pro- 
red to a demonatration, nor reduced to a matbe- 
maticd certainty, any more than the other fanda- 
nental points of religion. If we are not posses- 
sed of implicit fiutb, then »U the sacred mysteries 
most be r^ect«d. Why select one in preferenee 
to another P Any one who will take the trouble 
(and surely it is worth it) to inreetigmte the Bnb- 
ject dispassionately, will find it safer to abide by 
a fixed rule of faith, than to embrace any new 
doctrine, arising from private interpretation of 
ecriptnre, which mnst hare misled many whose 
judgment has proved erroneous, as the effect 
, shows, hundreds of sects having sprung up, every 
one differing from, and condemning tiie other; 
MHne rejecting the> trinity, 'some baptism, and o- 
dters eren denying the efficacy of any sacrament 
whsilerer. When pressed by Scripture, these elude 
il, by pretending to fly to tradition ; but when tra- 
diti<Hi is ni^^ agunst them, they abandon it to 
appeal to the Scriptures alone ; whereas both the 
one and the other confute them. They cannot all 
be right on ^eir own showing. All Catholics o- 
bey the chnrch, and consider her ministers aa their 
iDstrucion, and ex-officio interpreters of dia di- 
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vine woid, which ii eqoal^ open for the ptmal 

of clei^ Bod laity. " 

The whole of tbia reMoniog, of contse, is vr- 
roneoiUt dependii)^ upon the pBnlogiwu that the 
RefonDera were fouideie of secta, when in fact 
tbey nmoved the impoattiooa <^ secU, and again 
opened acceaa to the nncooteoi bated Scriptnrea. 
I, howeTor, conaidered it onBcceMary to intermpt 
the good Abate, being mote anxtow to elidt lua 
(pinion, than to enter into diapBte. 

" The cereBioiiiM, " he proceetkd, " are object* . 
<tf tninor importance. We follow the dd fona of 
wonhip aa adopted in the firat Chrution agee, and 
han<fed down to ob, with the ScriptBree, by the 
fituebiiuee, the Jeromes, and the Angnstines, to 
whom we owe the trauslationa of bol; writ, and oxi 
whoae writings, and those of otbw eminent fotbera 
and docton of the cborch, its tndidou is tortned. 
" The langnagea at that time moat dominant, wen 
the Syro-Cbaldaic, w modem Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin, in which the litm^tee were compiled. The 
cfaorch, erer tenacions of antiqnity, admittii^; no 
innoratione, on tbe principle that religion, diffisr- 
ing trom all hnman institutions, is not mBceptible 
of improrement, retained the form of pablic prajrei 
m the ancient langnagea, long after modem tongnea 
were generally spoken, her &ith being so inti- 
mately connected with the primitii'e expraaaion of 
her litni^ies." 

Here, again, the Abate was at fault ; fbi tbe 
gift of tongues, and consequently the power (im- 
plying tbe duty) of cwnmnnicating rel^on in 
difierent languages, was one of the firat fruits 
of the spirit^ conferred upon the apoetles them- 
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ndveR. Still, howerer, it must be highly grv 
6fjiag to & Catholic when he travels, to find every 
vhere a iemce celebrated, to the ceremonies 
and langnBge of which he has been always ac- 
cnitomed, bow«ver distant from borne. The mo- 
ment he enters a charuh, he cesses to be a stran- 
ger, being united in one faith, language and com- 
munion, with all the bithfnl of ancient and modem 

' After nearly a week's agreeable sojourn at Ge- 
noa, and having seen all that it offered worthy of 
notice, I set otT in one of the stages for Savona, 
previously agreeing with a vettnrino to be fm"- 
nished with a cabriolet from thenca to Nice. I 
foand thai a Frenchman was to be one of my fellow- 
travellers, whose manner and appearance were not 
very prepossessing. Daring his residence in Italy, 
he bad acquired a perfect knowledge of its lan- 
guage, aa well as a considerable share of its low 
cunning, of which I had a specimen when making 
the necessary arrsngements for my journey. The 
Frenchman was present, but had not then con- 
cluded his bargain ; and I was in hopes he wonld 
take a passajre by sea, as he pretended to have a 
decided preference for it ; but I soon saw it waa 
only in order to make a better bargain for bim- 
self. By a good deal of manmuvrtug, he succeed- 
ed in getting a conveyance for one-third leas than 
I paid, and afterwards boasted of his own suc- 
cess at my eipense ; a circumstance that ilid not 
tend to raise him much in my estimation. Having 
hitherto been extremely fortunate in regard to com- 
panions on the roadi 1 did not lilce the idea of 
2d2 
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bMg Kte^i-tAte, for tlvm or fow daya, with om 

•f to difierent a ■tunp. 

A naw road ba« b«ea conatracted along Uw 
Ririwe di FoB«Dle, by the monntaiDoiu coaat, 
«p«niDg a direct coraraanicatioii bwa Geaoa to 
Nice and Fraocc. Tbe eomiera and alao numy 
Karellets now pau this way, as it is prafer^l* to 
biring a felucca, or going round by TnriD. Until 
within diese few yeara, Genoa was accessible by 
land only orer the difficult road of the Bocbetta ; 
bnt it is now open in three du«ction>, by fine car- 
riage'TOadt ; one by Tohn and Milan, anothei by 
the Ririers di Leraate, orer wbit^ 1 t»v«ll»d frau 
Pisa; and lastly, this new road, which waa T«ry 
mnch expedited, that tbe King of Sardinia m^bt 
retnm from Nice, a few months before, withont 
paesing tbe Col di Tende. These improremente 
onght to be highly appreciated, from their beneficiid 
effect, and the immenBe advantages tbey offer to 
the inland commerce and indmtry of the conntry, 
by the greater facilities of commnnicMion whick 
they afftH^. 

We passed through a number trf villages, and 
proceeded at a rapid pace orer a fine level road, 
until we got to ArreasKano, none of my Mlow- 
barellers being more agreeable than tlie French- 
man. Findil^ we were to stop at a mean-looking 
little inn for an hour or two, I left them to rajoy 
their maccaroni and salt fish fried in oil, and pro- 
ceeded HlfBight to the kitchen, where I intended) 
in prefcrence, sitting down quietly among tbe sail- 
an and booie, vbo crowded roand a great fire, 
and where I had reason to expect more amuse- 
ment. The fire, however, was composed of wood 
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W pttm »md vpM, tfakt tbc •moke m«i saaqwllecl 
me to reject the well-meaX drilit^ of tenai 
faUowi who had oficred ne dieir mbU ; ud m 
a Iwt raxHove, I mJImiI fortb to keep ny feet 
mrm by eserciM. Tbe wintiy blaat bowled 
■vmid IB itmif gfMt, and daric doude hovered 
kcarUy OTer tbe wide and agitated mtera of tba 
li&ditwtaiieui, the boaim mnrmor of wboM wave* 
bwwirhig againat tbe ahore, aaswerad to tbe moaro- 
fid Mmad of the wind. My walk boob tennmaled 
atal«wlyboaBe;aiid, dreuling a wet afternoon, I 
TulMrad to Mek ■belter, haiing so good an ex- 
Mae fcr my intnnioB ; and not being ui Sdpio'a 
baUtnal frame of mindi who said " be waa nerer 
IsM alo»e titan when alone;" for 1 was tatber tired 
•f my own company, and felt ai if impelled to 
walk into a place which «o inritingly preaenteU it- 
■elf, iiMtead of d>e cold, dirty, and uDcomftwtabla 
village-inn. 

After the alight degree of earpriM occasioned by 
, ny anceremomoiH entiaace had aabaided, I waa wel- 
CMDed by an elderly man, who was aeated by tbe 
<M«ch of a yonag female, boldUg her wriat gently in 
hiabead,and inqaiiinginto the natoreof her ailment. 
The doctor (for aach be proved to be), by a natnral 
torn <tf oooTaraation, aoon diacovered my motiTe 
for ao anaxpectedly viaiting hia patient, wboae re- . 
alining poeitiMi on the bo&, and aomewbat lai^id 
•XpreaBioD, indicated rather a aeriona illnen. I 
aooa found, howrivw, that ibe waa sofiiciently 
ooavaleKent to di^>eiiae with tbe doctor'a diill, to 
which she attribated her recovery, end to whom 
dM waa very lavish -in her thank*. In a few mi- 
uiBi we were jom«d by an dd lady, who carried 
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in her buid in mrtfaen pot br iatU bruier, fall of 
wodd, aabes, and ignited charcoal, the cornnDU (ml 
tmhealtby Italian aubetitnte for tbe cheeifal blaza 
of a fire. I did great violence to troth in coinpli- 
menting the ladiea on B nnmber of paiBtingi, of 
the genuine iign-poet school, which corered die 
Walla of their tata; bat the elderly pentmaget 
probftbtjr aware of the picture- hunting Anglomania, 
seemed to consider it indispenaable, that all sndi 
▼isitora ahoald admire them ; and aa a remnnen- 
tion for the politeneas and urbanity of herman^ 
ner t«wardi me, I complied with the mle of the 
bovm. A cup of coffee tad * glass of rosogito 
were now banded to me, and at the aame tims 
the medical attendant was presented with hie 
customary refre^ment. In the ante-room I fonnd 
two boys with a chart spread out before them on 
the table, busy ttodying narigatioo. I, of conne, 
examined dieir books and slates, and eommended 
their application to so nsefnl a science. One of 
them, ft rery 6ne lad abont fourteen, when I ex- 
pressed a hope that he might one day become a 
eecond Colnmbos, assured me that the neighbonr- 
ing village was the birth-place of that celebrated 
navigator; & circumstance of which I was not pre- 

~ Tiously aware, the States of Piedmont, Placen- 
tia, and Liguria, having all laid claim to this dis- 
tinction, which was long disputed. Nor do I know 

, that the point lias ever been decided, althongfi 
Genoa is generally allowed the preference. 

On my return to the inn, my fellow-trareUers 
' were' in warm altercation with the iBnilbidy about 
th*e charts in her bill ; end I was sarprtsed at the 
knoning msmier in which one of ^eia dtscniaed 
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aniyitam, talUigbcrto & toldo Uie ntlmof eacb 
dub, «nd ena of its cooiponeiit puts, intil I div 
earered that be was a Geooese cook. Tha dis- 
pute latted a wr^ long tinw ; undl, fatigned with 
the incewaat noice, I ordered a farewell fitak of 
wiae, which fortiuiately pnt a stop to the wraag- 
liDg betwoen tbwe town and coootry profeHSora of 
gBMronomy. Late in the eraning we arrived at 
SftTona, where good hre, a comfortable room, and 
a well freqaenled ion, were the enjoyments that 
awaited me. Savoaa is a place of conudenble ez' 
twtt and contaiot wTeral bnildii^ of some beaa- 
ty* paiticolarly the palace of the Prefectare, tha 
reflideacet or rather the priaon of the late Pins VIL, 
whcQ he was carried away liom Rome, in 1809, 
ky Olden of Napoleon. Here were conducted tha 
diacnuions about the famons concordat, during 
which Bnonipane laid he found his Holiness wU- 
ling to leara the Chm^, in sU things to take car* 
of her own concerns, and to resign all, save his 
temporal sorerugnty. The dignified resigna^out 
yet firm remonsuances of Fins, wanant our di*- 
behef of tins aswrUon. 

A conple of calmoleta were at the door long 
before sunrise; and F was lughly pleased to find 
that the agent of our vettarino had engaged both, 
as they were retnmiog to Nice,— a circnmstaoca 
wtuch afforded me an opportunity o( taking poa- 
BewioB of one of ^em, wbic^ I had altogether to 
myself, as the drivers prefer walking most of tha 
way, or rather running along by the side of tbnr 
berses. Large four-wheeled carri^es may pass 
ahmgst this road; bat for greater safety, parucn- 
briy in winter, or in crosaitig the beds of moon- 



334 HOLT— ONEQLIA. 

tam-ton«nti, bitmII light one-horM gig* are prefinv 
Me.- Beag to near the maritime Alpi, I now 
fonnd it exceaaiTely cold in the mornings and even- 
ingB ; bat daring the day a clear, dry, bracing at- 
tdosphera, and wann annabine, made it extremely 

Iiteaeaot. The fint place we passed throogh a.hm 
earing Sarona waa Noli, a well-bnilt little fiihing 
town, with a good harbour for boaU, and a castle 
for ita defence. Nottrithstandingitsinaigni&cane^ 
it is the residence of a Biahop. Finale, where wt 
ilopped a conpte of hotrn, and took some refre^ 
ment, ia a much larger and better bnilt town, anr* 
Tonnded by orchards and olive-treea. It was foN 
merly the capital of a marqaisite ^longing to 
Spain ; bat baring fallen into the hands of tbe EiU* 
peiar daring the war of the Succession, be eold tl 
for aii millions of lines to die Genoese gorem- 
ment. Like tbe rest of the territory of that re- 
public, it is now incorporated with Sardinia. 
' Continuing our route along the western coast* 
we passed several villages, such as Albenga and 
Allassio, the abodes of trade and industry. It is 
wonderful to think what tbe inhabitants of this ns< 
tarally barren soil bare been able to accomplish^ 
The sea is their chief resource, and the numerona 
population lire by commerce and fisheries. Oruige- 
groves and dark oUre-lrees are seen all along die 
aides of the hills, even to th«r cn^gy naked sum- 
Inila. As we approached Oneglia, where we re- 
tnained the whole night, we found the caltiTstion 
of the olive very general. The soil ia scfaistoos 
and slaty, such as Virgil recommends ; and tbe 
neighbonrhood, for many miles round, forms one 
continual grove, which produces the best oil of tha 
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whole Goontiy, except that of Lticca. From thii 
un&U sea-port it ia forwarded to different porta of 
the Mediterranean. 

Dntiog the next day, taaaj parte of the road 
reminded me of the magnificent bridgea and gal- 
leriea of the Alpa, hy the panaage of the Simplon. 
The whole of the way ia hnt a narrow apace he- 
tween the eea and Uie chain of Apenninca, the 
■ides of which are cut into terracea, and planted 
with olire-treea. The mqst frightful and stnpend- 
ona rocka and predpicee line the coast. Many of 
tbem hare been perforated, and othera are con- 
nected by aolid bridges. The monntaina and tor- 
nnta are not on the anbltmest ^calei but this ia 
compeaaated by the nnmerona bays, promnnhiriea, 
and floDriahing villagea which are preaented to the 
riew ; and beyond all thegiandeorofthecoi^ffon/ 
eUendiug orer the unbounded horizon of the Me- 
diterranean, the waters of which shine in gradual 
hnee, from the diatant aea-green to the nearer daric 
blue, until converted into whjte surf beating against 
the rockap. which rise almost perpendicularly fcom 
the beach. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

SIRDINUN STATES, CONTINUED. 

Tbk whole distance between Genra and Nies 
h about 100 mllei, amid Ae grandest cemblBB- 
tioQB of monntun and sea. Until this year, tb« 
jooniey was alwaya perfDnned on nmlelHiek, er IK 
Muccaa, die latter occnpying tfarenen abont tbna 
daya, onleM the wlad wai rery ftmvaUe. If it 
happened to be contrary, panengera were oowpaUad 
tplandataomeofdM towns shng the GMHt, wiMra 
the iUDs were repreeeated ae (ktesHAile, and ^ p«»< 
vibiom hoth bad and dear. A anddea ebaaga laaBt 
have taken phwe in these respects, far I fa«M erery 
tiling of tb« very best, both as lo liring ««d bodat 
and the charges msderate. I am the more parti- 
cular in meatimiDg these circnmstances, a* thia 
road is yet bat little known, and erroneooa nations 
are e&twtaiaed reape«ting its accommods^on. An- 
tiqaities or rwna there are none ; bnt in point of 
scenery, I fannd it equal to any part of my tour. 
We next baited at Port Maurice, an excelleat har- 
bour for the export of oil, which forma a rery coa- 
aideraUe, if not the only article of ita bade. Li this, 
■a well at ia aereral otlm j^iparratly iuMgnificant 
|i4acaa which we paned thnngb, thrae are wealthy 
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weriAnw mad ahipo vners, wbo trul« wkfi PorMgild, 
tbsLsTBnt, aMiaJI tirtr Hm Ne^temmeaar ; and 
I obaerred the bHrbmrrB ao^fiei wkk naaH craft. 
The natives ef tbe man^ ira^ng matts atong Ae 
CMUt of Genoa are excelteot uilarB. Aa ihei fiA- 
eriea form m a^ iMi^e OTi» a msinry for •emiaa, 
it would b» an easy matier for ike "iiiiliaiiiii g»- 
TemnisBt t« fit eut a rcspeCtaUa mvy, iriiu^ 
woald, at alt evemta, ba ablv ts ofti wilh tixlr 
invetet&te anemies the Bvbwy pmreray «W hna 
loDg been tha scamga ef ^ tb« petty MediMntt- 
saaBshNas. 

From tbe Utile town of St IUmos iMtk iv di> 
liglMfo%' sitnated on th« dedmtf af a UU^ w«pi9> 
oaeded ntax marwia^ to VuDtengfiai, ikw fttMdar 
town ot tbe GMwase terattory; A \ety roMBilic 
driTe of arrarol bouts Wmi^ bB' to MMMana; a 
amrit towB belonfiDf to the Princo al Monaoa^ wfao 
htm rngnwad bii bambla daniaiaosi of wlaelv h* waa 
deprived, like many noraipwwerfaLmmieigBB, dor- 
log tfae re^ a< Napdeao. Tkis priaoe, h hudb, 
had MMraaiy bean graMflit fw fa w Mo actaaliy n- 
eaivad,. and ia anppMad tO' hara Haaited Ae abrafrt 
diamiaaal— " Jiiee, vema Mgum, " aad kntb— O 
p»steri>wi, which be neaivad Stma Baoo^Hatb, 
whan thay aafotMBataly bappeaed «• meet wbds 
dw' IsOer waa •» kia ronta tivm £Hw ta< Pwie. 
This prrpeipality has » tamtory at a few aqnare 
nitea, mxi only trmlaiai two tanfoai of wfaiah 
Monaco ia tb* capital. It k abnated oa an 
iaalatad rede, prejecliag into the sea, and fbiMB 
a my pictnrasqae object ; asd is well defended 
by natore, aa wett aa a Biroiig battery Hid cna- 
dal. tto popnlatian acarcely wcea^ 1000. Tka 
2 E 
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pibce ia beutifB], and contains m very fiiw col- 
lection of woriu of ut. The forte of this pettf 
pnnca are ganiioiied by Fiedmonteee tnx^ m 
be if tobordiiuKe to the King of Sardinik. We 
■pent • coaple of honra bare, and I breskfHted, 
<a rather dined, with my feUow-traTeller for the 
first time. I sud someUiing civil on the occs- 
aion, and proposed a walk to see the town. We 
were particolsrly fortonaie in baring so favonrable 
an opportnnity of obsnrii^ die people. It being 
Sonday, the whole population were passing through 
the principal sqaaie in retniniDg ftom chnrch, be- 
ing clothed in their best attire ; iad I nerw, on any 
occasion, saw so many beantitnt women asiemUed. 
It is tme, their complesimis exhibited the effects of 
a warm san, bnt their fine featnrea, U^ foreheads, 
■qoilme noses, and Iwig^t dark eyes, were quite en- 
chanting. Tiiere was scarcely none amongst them 
who could not Justly boast of more than an arer- 
age of cbaima. Certainly the funale etib)eOa of 
tUa petty prince are more indebted to nature, than 
even any of their &ir aisters of tbe rest of Italy. 
The Gmioee ladies are not faandsmne, bat tbey 
■re fond of haag admired. What onr immortal 
baid aaid of the sax in general, " Oh fruity, thy 
name is woman 1 " may be aptly applied to them, 
espedally amongst the higher cissseti, who are noted 
Wortbeir predilection to dceebeism. Their patito or 
caraliero serrente is their shadow at church, at the 
opera, in their own bonses at those of Uieir friends : 
and in reward for his gallantry he has a general invi- 
tation to their table. These attachments ore some- 
times platonic ; and tiie fansband being absorbed in 
commenaal afiainii poMioa, or other arocMitHM, 
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baa neitlier tune nor pstieBce to Bttond to hit wife's 
whims and caprices. In the north of Italj the 
women are tall, niddy, and comely ; bat in eray 
|HVTinc« there is a distinct and different style ^ 
beanty. The Venetians are gracefnl and noble in 
dwir carriage ; the Romans We fine featnree, rivM 
black eyes, with captivating eipreaaive forebeada, 
loxnriant and petfect forms, withont a single de- 
fect in their proportions. 

The same evening we airived at mce, which ia 
well worth a visit. For beanty of sitnation, plea- 
sant walks, and mildness of cliraate, the connty 
of Nice is considered one of the moat delightftat 
regions in Europe. Orange and lemon bees grow- 
ing luxuriantly in the open air, and the rarenesn of 
rain, or even cloady days, convey the impression of 
a perpetual spring. Snch natural advantages at- 
tract many consnmptive and other inndids from 
colder climes, as the snTToundiDg Alps completely 
■belter the town from the north winds, while it ia 
open to the beneBctal and genial inflneitce of the 
aonth ; and tbongh the distant monntuos are often 
covered with snow, it never lies in the pltun. Hera 
diere are no ancient monnments ; and one mi^t 
eay, as an acquaintance of mine did at Berne on his 
tetnm from Italy, " Thank God, we are at lengdi 
arrived at a place where there are neither chnrchea 
nor pictnrea to be seen I " This is not strictly tme 
with regard to Nice, however ; and if it were, I 
should not have congratnlated myself upon snch 
a circnmstance. Tlie old part of Nice, like 
other antiquated towns, is irregular, with narrow 
streets, and shabby bDusee. The modem city 
ia boilt on a regular plan, with fins squares, qia- 
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<im iMmK mi hwJ— nw «difiBM, ucieodinfl- 
•Img -the seB-MHt io ft triBngBlar fona. An ab- 
nMd Wmtit, Wmed bjr the loag in rwfa of • 
Km «f sbept, sbott DwratT fset bi|h, in tnudt Md' 
mim\, nod nwvMd to in inDtM. u a pleuut 
fMiaeMwIe e bu at aaf atber wm*!), eving to it* 
giWU exposnm, tba beat of tbe ewn is much too 
pMreriiil, mem tnthoat tiba redeeuon of tu r^a 
from the eea. It exdad9s, beweTw, tke tbart 
dM0p waJk onuuttaDted with & douUe tow ot 
tnea caUad riie Cono, u ua rear, from Uie riaw 
u voU «B froia t^ bracing set^r. 

Tbe ^kU e«ltiriiieil eimroM of Nica vo pnfer- 
able u a rtmiAemee to tke toini itaelf. Tbe aoil 
U liek, hMutrfMt, twd ronlaBt, aad (Iw pmwn tiy 
derm tbeir chief raaoorce from the emkiratioB itf 
4be nuM, vImcIi an gneafiUly featooMd on paack 
amd aisiORd-treai. Far nitty aiilaa aroaod tha 
Mh ape rarered mtk eavtuy-bamm, all punt- 
Ad «iiiierHnt colaan, whiob giva tham a lively ap- 
peanHioe, wim riswed bettrttea tbe darii giaap 
of tbe oUto. or tihe brif^ter bos of tbe eraoga- 
grwen. Thi« eaa scarcely lie ceUed a pan of Italy, 
■wad I tbiok l^ bateli abow tW difference as mtch 
M any l^ing else. Hie Hotel dei Euangwa ia e<|ual 
M any in Fraeoe, ud aiiperior ta Italian albci^ot. 
Tbe «neral EmgHth familiei resMliag at Nice ge- 
aeraHy take hooaei in tbe FKucboai^ of la Crois de 
Marbee, aboat a mile from tbe town ; attracted by 
Ibe eaftbakiy parity of tbe air, and tbe exoelteaca 
tl tha Mgtqg-beaae^ built ezpretely for the qh- 
maraas invBlidavbe fru^aeot tbie place fur tbe b«- 
■nfit af their b(«ltb. MtutpdHer aad Niee ware 
ftmimif like EnglMli celoaiei ; bat a»w «he cata 



VILLA FBAVC* — iQALLCY-SLATES. 341 

iawtrfiUBena^ The ane\>[MemhyaoiB»nuao 
nmdi naattmi to, aoA the Mber u »imdoaed «!• 
toged w r. Tbe ■n^rior Mtrsetiooi wUch Flo- 
re«M and Naples pneent, in poiat of aodety and 
■iiiMfMiiii ; ancl whtdi I^sa of Genoa oSen as to 
dimate, Imra ovntribotMl ta ibe partial deeertion 
of tlut detighifKl ipot. For my own part, how- 
OT«r, 1 ahonld oertoinlf recommend it to a roletD- 
dmariBD in ppcferaaee to aoy other place «f (he 
kind wUdi i bare riaited on tbe CantinenL 

On* day I aeeoa^paiued aa ac^oaintaiice whoin 
I fa4)|Maed to meet, down to Villa Franca, a smdl 
•aapott MtoBlMl on t^ other side of tbe bill. Itt 
Mreog fortress may defend this place fw a abort 
tine; bnt on the ImmI Bide, it )■ coniModed by the 
aofroanding bills. The wretobed galley-riaTes (of 
wliasn it coMaiaa • Wge depdt) lead a horrible 
life, no doubt ajnit pnnishment foe their Crimea, 
tboagli baman nature rerolts at their atate of snf- 
faring,— 4heir hard labenr and misery. We went on 
board the anly galley in tbe dock, which mounted 
thnea 4tMg guns, and M oar«, rowed by 120 men, 
eachdtmBed tohiaetatioBiand guarded by marines. 
The COBTWIB are empkiyed working on the roads 

, and foitreaaea, aa they are bow seldom Beut to aen. 
A few yMn afca, thay McnMalated to ao great a 
Dtuiber, ibat tbe gorenmest, baring no colonies 
of iu own, was oacapelled to traaitpwt them to 

. Brazil, ia nrtna of an arnuigenent with Portugal, 
by wfaiofa mnBs both ooaatries gained, — the one 
by getting rid of many of ita wont aubjects, and 
the other in aoqairiog seane food soldiers, and 
«T«n ■ Bsfii l citixena, winch t>iey soon became, when 
vamoved fram iba scene of tlieir former habit*. 
2e2 
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On onr return to Nice, my ftimd i 
that I woald aauBt faim in recovering Mme books 
wfaicb had been aeiEed bj tbe cnttomboaae-officen 
on his entering tbe Sardinian State* a few daya b^ 
for«. Tbere frere not more than a down Ttilnira ; 
bnl ao particular are tbe antfaoritie* to prarcnt tbe 
iutrodaction nf certain hooka, diat we bad to ap- 
ply firat to the Vicar-General, who certifiod that 
the catalogue contvned no wm:ka agwtut religion 
or morality. We then proceeded to the Prafact, 
a kind of jndge or cenior, whoae functions are veiy 
different from thoae of the ancient Boman, or me- 
dem French ma|iatrate of tbe tame name ; btt 
big eignanire was not de«med nfficiMit ; for tbaae 
was yet another formality required, before pra- 
dncing the document at the cnstombooae, when 
the hooka were at len^ reetored, oa payment of 
some trifling fees. 

lie society of this place is very good during 
the camini end the winter ; for, inclepeBdMitly of 
the interconrse of so many torMgners amcmg tbem- 
aelves at that seasoo, the GoTemor gives a weekly 
•oir6e, and occasional l>alU, to whii£ stni^sn are 
invited. There is also a theatre for tbe performaace 
of Italian operas, and for public balls and coneerta. 
The langnsge of the people is now neidwr French 
nor Italian. Like their manners and character, it 
is a mixtore of l>oth. Tim better classes speak 
French correctly, and withont any accent; bnt 
the lower orders hare a dialect reeemUing the 
Profen^al patois. 

The warlike princes of tbe Honse of Savoy 
were the only It^ian eovereigni who, dnriag the 
seventeenth century, raised tbemselvea above tbe 
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level of their igDonmt and degenerate contem- 
ponries geaentlly at that period plunged in to- 
hptitoiu tdleneaa, imitating the bod example 
of the AoBtro- Spanish monarchs, who poMetsed 
mere than bmlf of Italy. These fine states (for 
certainly Genoa and Piedmont deserve snch de- 
•igostion) have now fallen into the feeble hands 
of a d^^enerata prince, a third brother, who ha« 
nicc«eded to the throne, under rather estraor- 
dinuy^rcnrnttancea. The eldest brother, Charlee 
EniBaael, abdicated in hvoor of the second, Vietor 
Emanael, who, in his turn, to avoid accepting tbe 
coDBtitDtion which the troops wished lo force 
npon him in 18i2, resigned his unsteady sceptre 
to the present King, Charles Felix. The obeti- 
Date reuslance which Charles opposed to innovation 
on that occasion, was not natnral to a man of his 
easy and timid dispoaition. It onght rather to be 
ascribed to his absence from the scene of action, 
which secured him from any petsonal danger i 
while the large Austrian force that crossed the 
frontiers, soon succeeded in putting down an tn- 
snrrectionary movement the more easily, as the 
Biqoritjr of the people were not ripe for free and 
libend inatitntions. 

I was unintentionally present at a review of the 
troops of the garrison, on tbe day I left Nice in 
the diligence for Aotibes. We were impeded in 
onr prt^ess by the warlike appearance of several 
regiments of inbntry, and a park of artillery, who 
were endeavonriag to take possesMon of a small 
fort aboat a league from tbe town, garrisoned by 
Miother party of Sardioian troops. My patience 
was exhanited after some hours, during which the 
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•iisBi-iglft iMcd ; aai the OcoenJ hiioMlf ww 
not h*ppier thm I ww, when tke ton lamMdav- 
ed. When this tvu sMoinpliaked, eoa^ca lad 
Tehictea of sU deKriptions, which IwA bera da- 
tained for m» long a time, w«re perMiClcJ to piaa 
OB, B happy OTcni fw die tntTellen aad their 
drirers, who gnimbled iadiy at the delay. I cod- 
ioled inyieK, howenr, m ih« opportoait^ it BSbnt- 
ed me, of teeing a B|rieD<ltd display af elegant 
eqoipagea, with d) the beaaty and faahion «f Nice^ 
Mtracwd by the fioeseaa of the day, togetbe* witfa 
the exhdkratiag and amnng tcene* 

Thia conntry has a hardy ami brare po^lattoa, 
and poMCMM ihe means of keepiag np a g«od mi- 
litsry force, aa wdl H a reapactable navy, for 
which pwposea it commanda ompto pecaaMry re- 
aources, the financea being well mot^ed by a 
Ge8D«>ee, who has brooght then iato good credit. ' 
The reretiae is eMinated at aboot two niillioM j 
nerling, urd die dividends on their funded debt 
are regularly paid. I beKere even ia tine of 
peace ita effective force ia 45,000 men, and dof- 
iDg the war the Piedmontese treopa were reckoned 
naiongBt the best in the French army. Their diwi- 
pline has become relaxed if they are better clothed, 
fedj and pud ; and althou^ their presest afficera 
may be more noUe than the French veterans who 
formerly commanded them, I qaeation if that die- 
tinction wodd weigh much in their fttTom io tlie 
event of actual service. 

llie poverty of Savoy is qm^ proverbid. My 
attention wbb attracted by the beautiful and romsaric 
sitaatioD of a chatean, which stands on a crsg^ emi- 
nence ovwlookiog a wild glen ; and there wu mhds- 
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thing in its exterior which tniluced me to ^k admit- 
taacB, that I might enjoy the view. My attempt, 
boweTer, was fraBtrattit by a pack of savage cuni, 
which goanled the desolate- 1 ookiug court- yard, until 
at length ■ woman, diafigared by a goitre, ami hear- 
ing every mark of penury and disease, appeared, 
and allowed me to go through the dieary mausiun, 
even to the bedroom of iin owner ; where his un- 
made bed and dioner- table, covered with a dirty 
napkin, were die most promineDt objects. At the 
request of another old worn-out servant, I lasted 
the sour wine wid brown bread already placed on 
the table, awaiting the chatelain's return froQi shoot- 
ing. The castle- walls appeared to be of enormous 
thickneM. I passed hastily through the large dis- 
mal hall, with Ms Gothic windows and broken panes 
of glass, adorned with some worm'eaten family 
pictures, and fiirnished with a few mutilated chain 
sod rickety tables, alt undoubted antiques. The 
other rooms were numerous ; hut their mouldering 
walls, and impoverished appearance, presented a 
complete picture of indolence and nt^lect. And 
this place was the residence nf a Marquis ! — the 
Seigneur of the oe^hbonring country, the pea- 
eantry of whicli had been the vassals of hts long 
line of ancesrors in feudal tinted ! —On returning 
to the village, where I had taken np my tempo- 
rary abode, I espreeeed some surprise to my land* 
lady at the poverty- stricken air of the interior of 
his Lunlship's chateau, notwithstanding its vene- 
rable turrets and dark-grey walls, which looked so 
inviting at • distance.' " Vous ne savez done pas, 
Monsieur, que nona autre Savoyards sommei toua 
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